
Dear all,

Thank you for attending the recent meeting to discuss the ongoing closure 
and potential for reopening of Bell Lane, Snitterfield.

Following further discussion with colleagues from WCC and the Police I have 
considered very carefully all of the points made at the meeting.

In consideration of all of the facts presented and on the advice of 
highways and police professionals I cannot recommend the reopening of 
Bell Lane at this time. The nub of this decision is that the reason for the 
original closure on safety grounds is still valid. The observed increased 
traffic flows and potential conflicts, including with school children and 
other pedestrians would, on balance continue to present a significant risk
should the road be reopened at this time.

I have every sympathy with the plight of residents during this difficult time
and reiterate my apology for the over running of the works on this 
complex flood alleviation scheme.
I have a high degree of confidence that the 16/12/16 will signal the 
completion of the works in Smiths Lane at which point Bell Lane will be 
reopened and I can assure you that we will continue to do all that we can
to achieve this and furthermore to deliver this scheme with no further 
undue delay. In the meantime I have instructed that the signage is 
improved following the comments made at the meeting and that we 
continue to work with the local businesses in support of potential 
compensation claims.

I do appreciate that this decision is not one that many will welcome, I 
have listened and considered all the points that were so well made by 
attendees at the meeting and my decision is on the grounds of highway 
safety.

Please do pass this message on to those whose emails I have not 
captured here.

Regards

Mark Ryder
Head of Transport and Economy
Warwickshire County Council
01926 412811


