
DRAFT MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE 
HALL ON MONDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2016, COMMENCING AT 7.00 PM

PRESENT 
Councillor P Blanchard (Chairman)
Councillor Mrs P Cox
Councillor Mrs C Elliott
Councillor A Jones
Councillor Ms C Kimberley
Councillor G Norris
Councillor Mrs C Pearson
Councillor D Tweed

Public Participation
There were no members of the public present.

1.  Apologies
An apology for absence was received from Councillor P Richards.

2.  Declarations of Interest
There were no declarations of interest.

3. Smith’s Lane – Road Closure
Members of the Parish Council expressed concern regarding the extension of the road 
closures in the village which were not expected to cease until 23 December 2016,  
particularly the impact that those road closures were having on the loss of trade to the 
pub and village shop.

Councillor D Tweed circulated a document proposing limited re-opening Bell Lane for  
motorised traffic only.

The Clerk confirmed that she had sought legal advice and the Parish Council were not 
able to financially assist any business by way of a grant or loan.

Councillor A Jones asked if the Clerk could contact the neighbouring towns and parishes 
to encourage people to use the village shop and pub to boost trade.

Councillor A Jones also suggested a ‘use it or lose it’ leaflet be produced to encourage the
use of the village shop and pub.

Councillor A Jones was assisting the village shop with grants available through Stratford 
District Council.  The assistance given by the District Council was noted.

Councillors P Blanchard and A Jones had been invited to a meeting regarding the current 
road closures at Warwickshire County Council on Wednesday 30 November 2016 at 4pm 
and it was agreed that the following areas of concern should be highlighted at that 
meeting:
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1. Re-assess the risk assessment of Bell Lane in the light of new facts.
2. Carry out an assessment of the suggestion of motorised vehicles only on Bell Lane.
3. Review the temporary signage at the junction of the A46 and Kings Lane, by way of 

moving it on to the verge, or better still, remove it in order that persons wishing to
access the shop may do so.  The present signage appears to give the impression that 
Kings Lane and the whole village is closed.

4. The Contractor or Project Manager to make contact with the emergency services to 
ensure that those services are aware of the on-going road closures.

5. The signage at Bearley (near Countrywide) be displayed to make it clearer as to which 
roads were accessible, and that the sign showing that the pub is accessible is
relocated to a more prominent position

6. Ensure that the dates displayed on the signage are brought up to date.
7. Ensure WCC consider an ex gratia payment to assist those businesses through this

difficult time.

It was also agreed that the Clerk should email Councillor J Horner to seek advice 
regarding financial contingencies available from Warwickshire County Council, which had 
been suggested at a previous meeting for businesses affected by the road closures.  As 
yet there had been no progress on this suggestion to date. It was also agreed that the 
compensation scheme be clarified, particularly the role of land agents. The Clerk agreed 
to seek advice from Councillor J Horner as to whether WCC were in a position to assist 
the pub and the village shop in any other way.

The meeting finished at 8.35pm
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