
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON
MONDAY 11 APRIL 2016, COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM

PRESENT 
Councillor P Blanchard (Chairman)
Councillor Mrs P Cox
Councillor Mrs C Elliot
Councillor A Jones
Councillor Ms C Kimberley
Councillor G Norris
Councillor Ms C Pearson
Councillor D Tweed
Councillor J Horner
11 members of the public

Public Participation
Mr K Chatland expressed concern regarding the sign at Ingon Lane which, was still in need of repair. 
He also raised concern regarding fly tipping in the village.

Ms S Jones circulated copies of a recent planning application which she had submited to the District 
Council and gave a short presentation regarding the application.

Mr R Yendall asked the Parish Council what their views were concerning the Development Proposal 
for the Sports Club, particularly with regards to the relocation of the tennis courts, highways maters 
and housing 
provision.

1. Apologies
An apology for absence was received from Councillor P Richards

2. Declarations of Interest
Councillor C Elliot declared a financial interest arising from item the Proposed Development at
the Sports Club and took no part in the discussion or voting thereon.  Councillors C Pearson 
and G Norris declared a personal interest arising from the item regarding the Proposed 
Development at the Sports Club.

3. To approve the Minutes of the meetings held on 7 & 14 March 2016
The Minutes of the Meetings held on 7 & 14 March 2016, having been previously circulated, 
were agreed and signed by the Chairman following amendments.

4. Matters Arising
a) Safe Route to School – Councillor C Pearson indicated that she had received an email from 

Mr G Stanley at Warwickshire County Council indicating that Sniterfield Primary School 
was due to be investigated in the first quarter of 2016/17, and the County Council would be
starting to look at the village and the area around the school. As part of their study they will
be contacting the Head Teacher to discuss any measures they would like to be considered 
and also the Parish Council.

b) Cycle Route
Councillor J Horner was still investigating the rights of way and signage regarding the 
proposed cycle route.

c) Bins
It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council should purchase one liter bin to be placed be at 
the entrance of the footpath on Bearley Road, subject to confirmation of cost.
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d) Queen’s 90th Birthday
The Parish Clerk confirmed that she had requested a Road Closure Order from SDC for 
School Lane on Sunday 12 June 2016 from 1.00pm until 6.00pm.  

e) Hurdlers Close
The Clerk was asked to email the Housing Association to establish if there had been any 
progress regarding the proposed new heating systems and request a full report following 
the recent inspection.
Councillor P Cox was to forward photographic evidence to the Clerk in order to support the 
current issues.

f) Park Lane – Western Power
Councillor P Blanchard reported that the three lamp columns on Park Lane would not be 
removed by Western Power in the near future, however it was anticipated that the Parish 
Council may have to bear the cost of replacement at a later date and the Clerk was 
requested to investigate the definition of street lighting, current legislation and the legal 
responsibility to the Parish Council.
It was also suggested the residents of Park Lane be approached to establish if they would 
be content without those lamp columns.

g) Illegal Tipping
Councillor G Norris raised concern regarding the illegal tipping of contaminated waste on 
land near Ingon Lane and Councillor J Horner was requested to look into this mater.

h) Sports Club Proposal
It was RESOLVED that those Councillors who are merely members of the Sports Club be 
granted dispensation and allowed to participate in the discussion.
Councillor C Elliot left the room.
Councillor P Blanchard outlined proposals regarding the Sports Club and it was suggested 
that an informal meeting of Councillors take place.  
It was suggested by a member of the Parish Council that given the extent of the Sports Club
in the plan, that consideration should be given to selling the land to them. This idea was 
not discussed further.
It was also proposed that the Sports Club seek to gain the views of those residents living in 
Hales Close and the PC hold a consultation with all villagers before any decision is made.  
The consultation maybe by way of a Questionnaire being circulated to residents.

 
5.  To Receive Comments & Observations from District Councillor

Councillor P Richards, having been unable to atend the meeting had circulated an email which
indicated that the Core Strategy continued through its final consultation period between now 
and the 12th May and once that had been completed SDC anticipate a response from the 
Planning Inspector in June 2016, and provided he was content with the consultation com-
ments, the District were hopeful of the Core Strategy going to full Council in July 2016 for 
adoption.
Councillor P Richards also reported that the management restricting had taken place, with the 
CEO position no longer in place the Council office would be run by four heads of service and he
was confident that this structure would enable the Council to work more efficiently and 
effectively for residents.

6. To Receive Comments & Observations from County Councillor
Councillor J Horner, having been unable to remain at the meeting had circulated an email 
which indicated the County Council had grants of £3,500 for community projects and they 
would be happy to see one spent on a trial Lengthsman scheme with a view to maintaining 
regular clearing of the Bearley Brook and Bell Brook trash screens.
He also suggested that the Parish Council should claim the £1,000 from the County Community
Grant Scheme as if it was not claimed soon it would be lost and that school crossing patrols 
could be funded by Parish Councils or PTA set for £4,000 per year.
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Also, Community Payback schemes cost £150 per day for a gang of up to 8 workers.

7. Finance
a) The Parish Clerk circulated schedules of Income and Expenditure relating to March 2016 

and the schedule was accepted.
b) The Clerk was requested to instigate the Annual Play Area Inspection.
c) Following recent correspondence regarding the Audit procedures for 2017-18 onwards, it 

was RESOLVED that the Parish Council should not opt out of the SAAA ( Smaller Authorities 
Audit Appointment).

d) Following agreement at the last Parish Council to purchase four ‘Road Closure’ signs, the 
Parish Clerk had sought prices and the most competitive price was £43.00 each and the 
Clerk was requested to make the purchase of four signs.

8. Planning
The Parish Clerk circulated a schedule relating to all current planning applications which was 
agreed.

9. Flooding
Mr P Morlidge had submited a report to the Parish Council which raised concerns regarding 
the frequency and paterns of flooding and debris in the trash screens particularly on 
6  February and 9 March 2016 and he asked if the District Council could do more with regards 
to the management of water courses.  Councillor C Pearson had sent the report to Councillor 
P Richards asking for his support on this issue.
Councillor A Jones highlighted the frequency of flooding on Sniterfield Lane often making the 
road impassable.
Councillor C Pearson was working on an Emergency Flood Plan for the village.

10. Correspondence
The Parish Clerk had received a leter relating to the Core Strategy which was circulated to 
members by email.

11.  SACC Grant
Councillor C Pearson reported that the Parish Council had been given the go ahead to 
commission surveys in partnership with SACC and that she was to proceed with the speed 
surveys at Wolverton Road and Bearley Road.
The £1,000 Warwickshire County Council grant was still in hand, and Councillor Pearson was 
checking with the administrator if it could be put towards implementing any 
recommendations.

12. Neighbourhood Plan
Councillor C Kimberley reported that The Neighbourhood Plan Commitee (NPC) is continuing 
towards finalising the draft neighbourhood plan. It is proposed to provide a copy of the final 
draft to SDC for review within the next 3 or 4 weeks, and to launch the six week public  
consultation for the pre-submission copy of the plan within the next two months.  The ‘Local 
Green Spaces’ that are important for the village and are to be included in the plan have been 
identified, and the Parish Council will be writing to the land owners to advise them of this 
before the public consultation takes place.

13.  Village Hall Planning Application
Councillor P Blanchard outlined proposals regarding the re-designed roof and solar panels and 
reported that there was to be a further meeting on Thursday 14 April 2016.
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14.  Observations from Parish Councillors
Councillor G Norris was working on a schedule of Deeds relating to land and properties owned 
by the Parish Council.

Councillor C Kimberley requested the Parish Council write to Mr Tonks at the Mercedes garage 
at Black Hill as the loss of the traffic cones were creating hazards for motorists and the Clerk 
was asked to send a leter to the garage owner.

Further to recent correspondence from WALC relating to changes in the National Process in 
applications, it was agreed that comments would be made on drop box in order that one reply 
may be sent on behalf of the Parish Council.

Councillor C Pearson reported that temporary signs were to be erected to protect the crossing 
of amphibians near The Green.

Councillor A Jones raised concerns regarding the ancient hedgerow on Old Kings Lane (on the 
section between Kings Lane and the A46) as it appeared that an adjacent land owner using a 
JCB, has caused damage to the verge on both sides of the lane and to a section of hedge. 

It was believed that this ancient hedgerow is a continuation of one that is protected by a 
Hedgerow Protection Order and the Parish Clerk was requested to write to the Enforcement 
Officer at the District Council to take a view on whether these works were lawful.

Councillor P Blanchard reported that there were ongoing issues with regards to the lack of sig-
nal for mobile phone users on the Vodafone Network and that Vodafone were aware of the   
issue and was to be rectified shortly.

The meeting finished at 10.25pm
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