
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
ON MONDAY 14 DECEMBER 2015, COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM

PRESENT 
Councillor P Blanchard (Chairman)
Councillor Mrs P Cox 
Councillor Mrs C Elliott 
Councillor A Jones 
Councillor Ms C Kimberley 
Councillor G Norris
Councillor Ms C Pearson 
Councillor D Tweed 
District Councillor P Richards 
5 members of the public 

Public Participation 
No comments were received from members of the public.

1. Apologies 
There were no apologies for absence.

2. Declarations of Interest 
Councillor D Tweed declared a personal financial interest arising from the Finance 
Schedule.

3. To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 9 November 2015 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 9 November 2015, having been previously 
circulated, were agreed and signed by the Chairman following an amendment relating 
to Hurdlers Lane.

4. Matters Arising 
a) Shaw Close – Section 106 Agreement 

It was understood that there was an update on this matter and the Clerk was 
requested to investigate this.

b) Garages in Hales Close 
A letter had been received from Orbit Housing regarding the future of the garages 
and the Clerk was requested to contact Orbit Housing to ascertain the outcome of 
their meeting which was to be held in December 2015.

c) Safe Route to School – Funding Stream
Councillor C Pearson had no further comments to report.

d) Lengthsman Scheme 
There was no update to report and the Parish Council were awaiting further details.

e) Cycle Route
Councillor C Elliott reported that following a site visit it was possible that a Safe Cycle
Route could be created at Old Kings Lane after clearance works and subject to con-
sent from land owners/users and more details of the Stopping Up Order.  
Clarification was needed as to the future maintenance and Councillor Elliott was 
requested to make further enquiries.

5. To Receive Comments & Observations from County Councillor 
Councillor J Horner did not attend the meeting.
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6. To Receive Comments & Observations from District Councillor 
Councillor P Richards reported that Stratford District Council had voted against joining 
the ‘West Midlands Combined Authority’ and there was a meeting which was to take 
place on Thursday 17 December 2015 which would include further representations and 
Councillor Richards was to report back to a future meeting
Councillor P Richards was to make enquiries regarding the future of the Fox Hunter site 
having been boarded up for some 8 years.

It was reported that SDC had agreed to increase their budget with regards to the Core 
Strategy.

Councillor P Richards also reported that SDC had agreed to house 12 refugee families.

With regards to the Planning Appeal on land at White Horse Hill, the response from 
Snitterfield Village and Parish Councillors had been received positively.

Councillors P Richards and C Pearson were thanked for their hard work regarding the 
Planning Appeal at Appleton House.

7. Finance 
The Parish Clerk circulated a schedule of income and expenditure relating to November 
2015 and the schedule was accepted. Click here to view
It was requested that schedules relating to all months for the current financial year be 
presented to a future meeting. 

It was agreed that the Council’s Financial Regulations be revised and a meeting was to 
take place on Tuesday 22 December 2015 at 7.30pm at the Sports & Social Club. For the 
minutes of this meetng click here

8. Planning 
The Parish Clerk circulated a schedule relating to all current planning applications.

It was agreed that the Council’s Planning Procedures be revised and a meeting was to 
take place on Tuesday 22 December 2015 at 7.30pm at the Sports & Social Club.

Councillor A Jones requested that a review be made on the Conservation Area as it had 
been some twenty years since the last review.
It was agreed unanimously that a request be made for a review of the Conservation 
Area.

Councillor A Jones also requested that a review be made of Tree Preservation Orders 
within the Parish.
It was agreed unanimously that a request be made for a review of the Tree Preservation
Orders within the Parish.

An approach had been made from 2 residents regarding the Appleton House planning 
application requesting a financial contribution towards the cost a professional fee for 
the Heritage Assessment by Heritage Consultants Cotswold Archaeology.  It was agreed 
not to meet the request as the Parish Council did not want to set a precedent for any 
future requests.
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Councillor D Tweed requested that a document be drawn up with bullet points to assist 
Councillors when considering planning applications and Councillor C Kimberley agreed 
to assist in this matter.

Councillor C Pearson suggested a site visit relating to planning application 
15/04220/FUL – Land opposite 26 The Green, as concerns were expressed regarding the
location of the proposed culvert.

 9. Correspondence
The Parish Clerk had received a letter from Orbit Housing regarding the future use of 
the site and the Clerk was requested to contact Orbit Housing seeking further 
information.

10.  Warwickshire Community Council
Councillor C Kimberley reported Sarah Brooke-Taylor, Rural Housing Officer for the 
Warwickshire Rural Community Council (WRCC) had attended the Neighbourhood Plan 
Committee meeting to outline the procedures for developing affordable housing within 
or adjacent to the village.  The local needs survey commissioned by the Parish Council 
last year had shown that there was a need for 5 rented and 2 local market properties. 
The process involved identifying suitable sites, checking the financial viability of any 
proposed scheme, liaising with landowners and ensuring community involvement with 
any proposal.
The process could be lengthy and take several years. It was for the Parish Council to 
decide if it was seeking to satisfy the local need identified by the survey through this 
process. 

Work was continuing on the Draft Neighbourhood Plan, and at the last meeting the 
focus was largely on the subject of the natural environment and green spaces within the
neighbourhood area. It was proposed to finalise the draft at the meeting in January in 
preparation for the Open Day.
A Neighbourhood Plan website had been created and it was currently being checked 
and populated with the NP content. 

It was resolved unanimously that to accept that there should be provision for affordable
housing.

11.  Speed Surveys
Councillor C Pearson was to contact Councillor J Horner for advice as to the siting of the 
proposed speed surveys.

12. Housing Needs Survey
Councillor P Cox expressed concern regarding the Housing Needs Survey and ques-
tioned the resulting outcome in relation to the actual housing needs being met.

13. Litter
It was agreed that the Clerk should write to the District Council with a view to 
establishing how many bins there were currently located in the village and who 
maintains and empties them, with a view to siting new bins within the village if costs 
would allow. 

It was also agreed that the Clerk should write to Councillor J Horner regarding the ‘Clean
for the Queen Campaign’.
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14. Neighbourhood Plan 
Work was continuing on the Draft Local Plan and this would be finalised in January 2016
and a draft would be published for public scrutiny. At the last meeting the focus was 
largely on the subject of the natural environment and green spaces within the 
neighbourhood area.  It was proposed to finalise the Draft at the meeting on January 
2016 in preparation for the Open Day.
A Neighbourhood Plan website had been created and it was currently being checked 
and populated with the NP content.

15. Observations from Councillors 
Councillor C Pearson requested confirmation regarding whether or not funding had 
been ring fenced some two years ago for the Flood Alleviation Scheme and the Clerk 
was requested to investigate. Councillor P Blanchard explained that the Flood Group 
reported that the funding for the project had been transferred from the Environment 
Agency to Warwickshire County Council so that funds could move across financial years.

Councillor P Cox expressed deep concern for the majority of residents living in homes 
supplied by Warwickshire Rural Housing Association in Hurdlers Lane.  The homes were 
very damp with mould growing on walls and furniture being a very real problem.  The 
Clerk was requested to write to Warwickshire Rural Housing Association regarding this 
issue asking for immediate assistance on behalf of the residents.
Councillor P Cox also expressed concern regarding the flooding at Bell Brook.

Councillor G Norris requested that the Clerk contact E.on and Western Power to 
establish the responsibility and repair of the lamp post at the bottom of Bell Lane and 
the glass which was currently not secured to the lamp post sited at White Horse Hill.
Councillor G Norris requested that the previous Parish Clerk be paid for his work during 
the last quarter.

Councillor C Elliott reported that the parking sign at the foot of the War Memorial was 
broken and Councillor A Jones was to look at replacement cost.
Councillor C Elliott also questioned the frequency of the bins at the Cemetery being 
emptied.

Councillor C Kimberley reported that there was one allotment vacancy and requested a 
change to the Terms & Conditions to enable persons working within the village being 
able to rent an allotment as well as persons residing within the village.  It was agreed 
that this was an acceptable change.

Councillor D Tweed had now received a property marking kit which consisted of pens 
and posters and he was to arrange for a property marking day on 8 January 2016. A list 
would be placed in the shop where customers could book a time between 8.00am and 
8.00pm for the Rural Crime Team to visit homes to mark their property as required. This
was to be included on the web site and in the SNIPE newsletter.
Councillor D Tweed referred to the Queens 90th birthday celebrations in May 2016 and 
suggested that the village participate by way of a street party or similar event.

Councillor P Blanchard referred to the Police Precept Consultation being raised and 
suggested that this be taken into consideration when setting the Precept.  It was also 
suggested that if Councillors wished to respond to the consultation they should do so as
individuals.
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Councillor P Blanchard referred to the CSW Broadband in the village and was to make 
contact with Councillor J Horner.

The meeting finished at 10.00pm
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