
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
ON MONDAY 12 DECEMBER 2016, COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM

PRESENT 
Councillor P Blanchard (Chairman)
Councillor Mrs P Cox
Councillor Mrs C Elliott
Councillor A Jones
Councillor Ms C Kimberley
Councillor G Norris
Councillor Mrs C Pearson
Councillor D Tweed
Councillor J Horner (WCC)
18 members of the public

Public Participation
Mr P Marks addressed the Parish Council regarding a planning application at Cedarwood 
and asked the Parish Council to support the application.

Mr P Elliot reported that the Sports & Social Club were keen to move on to the next stage of 
the proposed development plan and asked the Parish Council if they could arrive at a 
decision in order that the club may pursue the matter, particularly by agreeing to a 99 year 
lease.
Mr R Yendall  circulated a report indicating that 82 households had been leafleted and only 
2 residents of Highfield Close has expressed concern over the possible impact of light and 
noise from the relocated tennis courts, whilst other comments had been supportive.
However, to be able to progress the proposal further, the club needed to invest more time 
and funds and required confirmation of support for the plan from the Parish Council.
Mr Elliott confirmed that there would be a ‘free social membership’ available to all 
members of the parish.

Mr T Moon asked if the Parish Council supported the compensation scheme following the 
road closures that were in place, and the Chairman confirmed that the Parish Council did 
support the scheme.

Mr C Booth asked why the Parish Council did not support the recent petition containing 500 
signatures, regarding the re-opening of Bell Lane and Councillor A Jones added that this was 
not the position of the Council and asked for clarification as to when this statement was 
made. 

The Chairman confirmed that any decisions which had been made, were that of 
Warwickshire County Council and the Police Authority and the Parish Council would support 
any decision made by those organisations.

Councillor A Jones confirmed that the Parish Council has, and will continue to petition for 
compensation for the shop and pub and support those businesses. 
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1. Apologies
An apology for absence was received from Councillor P Richards.

2. Declarations of Interest
Councillors G Norris and C Pearson declared a personal interest arising from the item  
regarding the proposed development at the Sports Club and took no part in the          
discussion or voting.
Councillor Mrs C Elliott declared a pecuniary interest arising from the item regarding the
proposed development at the Sports Club and left the room during discussion of this 
matter.

3. To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 14 November 2016
The Minutes of the Meetings held on 14 and 28 November 2016, having been previously
circulated, were agreed and signed by the Chairman following amendments.

4. Matters Arising
a) Safe Route to School

At this time there was nothing to report.
b) Cycle Route

Councillor J Horner was unable to provide any update on this matter.
c) Hurdlers Lane

Councillor P Blanchard reported that there was to be a surgery event held in the 
Village Hall on Thursday 15 December 2016 at 5.00pm and Mr Paul Chapman of SDC 
would attend to offer advice regarding energy consumption and other general 
information. There would also be a representative from Warwickshire Rural Housing 
Association. 
Councillor Mrs P Cox discussed statistics relating to energy consumption which she 
had received from some residents in Hurdlers Close as she was concerned at the 
high cost of heating bills.

d) Illegal Tipping on Land at Ingon Lane/Duffins Piece
Councillor J Horner was unable to provide any update on this matter.

e) Sports Club
Councillor G Norris asked if the emails, which he had circulated in April 2016 could 
be resurrected in order that the proposed development could be progressed.  
Councillor P Blanchard was to contact Godfrey Payton to obtain legal advice and 
report back to a future meeting.

f) Dog Fouling
Councillor C Elliott was unable to provide an update regarding advice from Shipston 
Town Council. 

g) Trees on Allotments
Councillor C Kimberley was still awaiting one further quote for the necessary works 
to clear unwanted trees from the allotments.

h) Sir Stephen Hales Charity
Councillor C Kimberley continued to make progress regarding the reinstatement of 
this charity, but still needed to obtain various pieces of information before the 
matter could be progressed.
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i)  Street Lighting
Councillor P Blanchard circulated information which he had received from ‘Sugg & 
Co’ who were able to provide lamp posts which would be in keeping with those 
currently used in the village.  It was agreed that funds should be set aside in the next
financial year when the Precept is set.  Councillor J Horner was to let the Clerk have 
the name of an Officer at the County Council who would be able to provide advice 
and information on this matter.

j) Village Signage
Councillor A Jones was to provide further information in order that this matter may 
be progressed.

k) Entrance to Attey’s Field
Councillor D Tweed was to pursue this matter once the roads had been re-opened 
and obtain a quote for the clearance of the entrance to Attey’s Field.

l) The Great British Spring Clean – 3rd to 5th March 2017
Councillor Mrs C Elliott asked if the Parish Council would support a Spring Clean 
Event similar to that carried out in 2016 and Councillors agreed to support this.  
Councillor Mrs Elliott was to liaise with those organisations who took part in 2016 
asking for their assistance.

5. To Receive Comments & Observations from County Councillor
Councillor J Horner reported that the County Council Administration had released its 
draft budget for the next four years after the Cabinet meeting on 8 December 2016.  
The savings target of £67million will be delivered by spending £5 million on changing the
way the Council delivers its services. Council Tax will increase by 2% to cover general 
services and an extra 2% to help fund Adult Social Care. Services would be targeted at 
the vulnerable in communities and the headlines were: 
* Invest in 40 additional children’s social workers, plus additional support capacity, to

reduce caseloads and provide greater support for the most vulnerable children.
* Invest in the education system for the most vulnerable learners and maintain school 

transport for special needs pupils.
* Protect the elderly by investing in extra care housing to meet forecast needs. 
* Councillors community grants would still be available. 
* Capital to fund local small road safety schemes would still be available. 
* The Fire Service Control Centre would be made more resilient by combining with 

Northamptonshire Fire Rescue Service and the number of fire stations would be
unchanged. 

* The Roads Maintenance budget would be maintained. 
Growth in Council Tax from new housing development would be used to fund road 
improvement schemes. Capital would also be invested in priority road safety schemes 
across the County targeted at reducing the numbers killed or seriously injured on our 
roads. 
Warwick town centre was to be given a traffic management makeover designed to 
reduce the serious levels of air pollution being experienced there. The Warwick 
University/Stoneleigh junction on the A46 was to be upgraded to manage the high 
volume of traffic going into the Jaguar/Landrover and the University. 
These proposals will go forward to Full Council for approval on 2 February 2017.
Councillor A Jones asked Councillor J Horner how the mobile library and security of 

3



tenant farms would be affected in the light of the budget cuts facing the County Council 
and Councillor J Horner stated that there were no plans to cut mobile library service and
said that there were protections in place to prevent the sale of assets such as farm land 
to support revenue expenditure.

6. To Receive Comments & Observations from District Councillor
Councillor P Richards having submitted is apologies had asked the Clerk to advise 
Members of the Parish Council that he would submit a full report to be circulated to 
Councillors.

7. Finance
The Parish Clerk circulated schedules of Income and Expenditure relating to November 
2016 and the schedules were accepted. Click here for the schedule. 

8. Planning
The Clerk had previously circulated a schedule relating to all current planning 
applications. Click here for Schedule
Councillor C Kimberley was to liaise with the Case Officer regarding the application at 
Hollow Meadow Farm (16/03227/FUL) as clarification was required regarding the 
change of use land from agricultural to residential curtilage.

9. Flooding
Councillor C Pearson reported that she had produced a leaflet, which was designed to 
encourage people to use the village shop and pub giving details of various offers 
available.  Councillor Pearson asked for permission to have 500 of these leaflets printed 
at a cost of £60.00 and it agreed that Councillor C Pearson should proceed with the 
printing and distribution.

The Clerk had received an email from the County Council for the offer of 100 sand bags 
and it was agreed to replenish the Councils stock with these.

Councillor Mrs C Elliott raised concern over vegetation growing in Bell Brook and 
Councillor Mrs C Pearson confirmed that she had spoken with the Environment Agency 
over this matter and the EA had confirmed that this not causing any problems.

Councillor A Jones expressed his concern at the historical loss of the doctors surgery and
a pub and that the effects of losing vital hubs are devastating to a community and he 
applauded all those who had delivered leaflets, written, emails and made telephone 
calls, ran petitions, ran fundraising events, ran stalls, driven extra miles, made extra trips
and made extra purchases to support those businesses whom had been affected. He 
also thanked everybody who had done and continued to do their bit whatever that 
might be and expressed that there was no doubt that our community was supporting 
those businesses. 

Councillor A Jones noted that members of the public were under the strong impression 
that the Parish Council did not recognise the petition signed by over 500 residents. He 
asked for fellow councillors to refresh his memory as to which meeting it was that this 
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resolution had been passed. Councillors confirmed that it had not been resolved at any 
meeting, and this was NOT it’s agreed position.

10. Speeding
Councillor Mrs C Pearson agreed to pursue the possible use of a speed gun with 
neighbouring villages.

11. Correspondence
No correspondence had been received. 

12. Neighbourhood Plan
Councillor C Kimberley reported that here was no further update to the report given in 
November. Members of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee were continuing to work 
on the production of the additional documents to be submitted to Stratford District 
Council with the Plan, with the aim that this will be done by Christmas.

13.  Village Hall Planning Application
Councillor P Blanchard reported that the Village Hall Management Committee were still 
waiting to hear from the National Lottery regarding funds.

14.  Observations from Parish Councillors
Councillor G Norris gave his apologies for the January 2017 meeting.

Councillor Mrs C Kimberley asked if the Clerk could circulate the Parish Council’s 
response to SDC regarding the application for a licence for a music festival at Stratford 
Armouries.

The Clerk confirmed that Sarah Brooke Taylor would be attending the February 2017 
meeting of the Parish Council meeting to discuss  how to progress the matter of 
affordable housing. 

Councillor Mrs P Cox suggested that the Parish Council hold a surgery at the Village Hall 
Community Café on the first Sunday of each month and call it ‘The Parish Listening 
Post’.

The Clerk was asked to contact Margetts Estate Agents who were the agents for the 
land to the right off Bell Brook, where a gate was broken.

15. Public Questions
Mr P Elliott asked the Parish Council to approach the appropriate authorities to move 
the signs indicating ‘Road Closed’ at the left hand off the A46 onto the grass which was 
currently blocking half the road and appeared dangerous.  Councillor A Jones confirmed 
that the matter was raised with the Project Manager previously.

Mr K Chatland raised concern over a Dutch barn and caravan on land at the Fruit Farm, 
Monarchs Way near to the reservoir and the Clerk was asked to email the Enforcement 
Officer regarding this matter.
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Mr T Moon asked when the bin would be fixed in the gateway to the small playing field 
and Councillor D Tweed was to carry out this in the near future.

The meeting finished at 10.00pm

6


