
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL 

ON MONDAY 11th DECEMBER 2017, COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM

PRESENT 

Cllr P Blanchard (Chair) 

Cllr Mrs P Cox

Cllr Mrs C Ellio�*

Cllr Ms C Kimberley

Cllr G Norris

Cllr P Smith

Cllr D Tweed**

*Joined mee#ng at Agenda item 3

**joined mee#ng at Agenda item 5 c)

1 member of the public

Public Par&cipa&on

Mr P Turner noted that if the planning applica#on for the proposed new entrance to the

Fruit Farm is agreed, there may be an impact on any proposed future changes to the use of

the permissive way, due to the close proximity of both entrances; he was not aware of any

proposed applica#ons. 

1. Apologies:

Due to the recent heavy snow fall apologies had been received from:

Nicola Everall – Parish Clerk

Cllr Mrs A Parry – Warwickshire County Council (WCC)

Cllr P Richards – Stra7ord District Council (SDC)

Cllr Mrs C Pearson

Ms Sarah Brooke-Taylor – Warwickshire Rural Community Council (WRCC)

2. Declara&ons of Interest

Cllr Norris declared a personal interest arising from the item regarding the proposed  

development at the Sports Club and took no part in the discussion.

Cllr Mrs Ellio�, on joining the mee#ng, declared a pecuniary interest arising from the

item regarding the proposed development at the Sports Club and took no part in the 

discussion or vo#ng thereon. 

3. To approve the Minutes of the mee&ng held on 13th November 2017 and the

extraordinary mee&ng held on 23rd November 2017.

The Minutes of both mee#ngs had been previously circulated.

The Minutes of the Mee#ng held on 13th November 2017 were agreed and signed by the

Chairman, subject to two amendments.

The Minutes of the extraordinary Mee#ng held on 23rd November 2017 were agreed and

signed by the Chairman. 

4.  Sarah Brooke-Taylor (WRCC)

It has been arranged that Sarah Brooke-Taylor will now be a�ending the mee#ng in 

February.



5. Ma;ers Arising

a) Play Area Bins

Cllr Mrs Ellio� reported that the Clerk had ordered the new bins for the playing  

fields, and a>er installa#on, the Dog waste bin at the Knob will be moved to the 

layby on Park Lane. 

b) Hurdlers Lane

Cllr  Blanchard  and Cllr  Mrs  Cox  had a�ended a  mee#ng on 20th November  with

Douglas Doherty.  

Cllr Blanchard reported that arrangements had been put in place for an independent 

Consultant to undertake an assessment of the proper#es and for a report with 

appropriate recommenda#ons to be produced.  

It had been noted that the Consultant would be viewing the proper#es and speaking 

to the residents the following day (12th December).

c) Illegal Tipping on Land at Ingon Lane/Duffins Piece

No further update was available.

d) Sports Club

A mee#ng has been arranged for Monday 18th December between the Sports Club 

and the Working Group to clarify the arrangements that have been, and are, in place 

for the use of the playing field and the Pavilion.

e) Dog Fouling

Cllr Smith reported that there had been a complaint about the dog fouling, which is 

par#cularly bad, in the cemetery.  

It was agreed that he will check if, in fact, the problem is actually being caused by 

wildlife e.g. foxes.

f)  Street Ligh&ng (Park Lane)

The replacement lamps have been delivered to the Parish Council, but the 

arrangements for installa#on, and connec#on by Western Power have not yet been 

made. 

It is not clear if the residen#al proper#es in Park Lane have already been connected 

to the underground electricity supply that has been installed or if they remain on the 

supply via the exis#ng poles.  

Further enquiries are to be made with Western Power by the Clerk.

g) Website

Before the mee#ng Cllr Mrs Pearson had provided an example of a website she had 

created with WordPress to show how quickly this could be done.

It was agreed that the Clerk’s input would be required for a decision to be made as 

to whether or not to outsource the seCng up of the website, taking into account the 

ease with which the ongoing maintenance and upda#ng could be undertaken as well 

as the cost.  

A decision will be made at the January mee#ng.

Cllr Blanchard referred to the fact that the precept will need to be agreed by the end 

of January mee#ng and that Councillors should give considera#on to the costs to be 

taken into account.



h)  Car Parking

A complaint had been received about inconsiderate car parking, on the footpath, 

during events at the Village Hall.  

It was agreed that the Clerk should ask the Village Hall Management Commi�ee if 

they could remind the groups using the Hall to ask a�endees to park with 

considera#on and keep pedestrian and access routes clear.   

It was suggested that the VHMC may wish to put up a sign to this effect.

6.  Report from County Councillor Mrs A Parry

WCC Grants

Christmas has come early to Sni�erfield and I am delighted to announce that a grant 

has been awarded to Sni�erfield Village Hall Management Commi�ee of £250 

towards some new crockery for the Village Hall.

Warwickshire Gri;ers

WCC has implemented its established Emergency Planning arrangements and carried

out extensive snow ploughing and griCng throughout the day and night since the 

heavy snowfalls and will con#nue to keep the main roads and routes in and out of 

villages as safe as possible. WCC is also suppor#ng local health care providers who 

have requested 4x4 vehicle support.

Full Council. The next mee#ng will be held on Tuesday 12th December 2017.

7. Report from District Councillor

The following report (District Councillor Update – 28th November 2017) had been 

forwarded by Cllr P Richards, who was unable to a�end the mee#ng:

Community Infrastructure Levy

At Cabinet on 27th November, the final report from our planning inspector on our 

dra> CIL policy was considered and accepted.

That report will now be sent to the next mee#ng of Council on 11th December for 

approval and the dra> CIL policy will then be available for adop#on.  We do expect 

the Council to accept and adopt these documents.

Following adop#on, the policy will then become effec#ve from 1st of February and all 

development, from single dwellings to full housing schemes, will be subject to the CIL

charging structure.  For small developments (up to 10 units) the charge will be £75 

per sqm, for developments over 10 units the charge will be £150 per sqm. 

Transport Strategy

The final report and publica#on of the Transport Strategy is expected imminently.  A 

reasonable amount of #me has passed since the dra> strategy was published earlier 

in 2017 and whilst that is frustra#ng for all involved, there has been a focus on 

delivering some of the cri#cal aspects of that strategy, as were highlighted by the 

public during the various traffic summits.

The most cri#cal work was iden#fied as improvements to the Birmingham Road and, 

whilst the County Council have been working on comple#ng the final strategy 

document, we had an opportunity to apply for funding for those improvements.

Our joint submission was successful and a #metable for the Birmingham Road is 

expected to be published alongside the final Transport Strategy.



Bike Scheme

One of the principles in the Dra> Transport Strategy is to make improvements to 

cycleways and the provision of a bike rental scheme in Stra7ord Town.  Yesterday 

(27th November) the Cabinet approved that principle, ahead of the publica#on of the 

Strategy, and we are now invi#ng cycle hire companies to make their expressions of 

interest.

Christmas Markets

The annual Stra7ord on Avon Victorian Christmas Markets will be opening at 10 a.m. on 

Friday 8th December and will con#nue through to Sunday 10th December. Our Christmas 

lights are already on and will be shining so please come and join the town in fes#ve 

cheer for that weekend.

Addi&onal informa&on reported 11th December 2017: 

The Community Infrastructure Levy was adopted by full council today. [11th December 

2017]

The dra> Transport Strategy, following consulta#on and appropriate amendments, will 

be made public on Friday this week, and the Sni�erfield NDP will be heard by Cabinet on

15th January.

8.  Finance

a) The Finance Schedules of Income and Expenditure rela#ng to November 2017 which 

had been circulated by the Clerk were reviewed and approved.

Cllr Blanchard is to clarify with the Clerk what is covered by the expenditure with 

Warwickshire Fire Protec#on and separately with South Staffs Fire and Security.

b)  No further applica#ons for Grants to Organisa#ons have been received since the last 

mee#ng.

9. Planning

Stra7ord District Council Planning Department has introduced a new procedure whereby

Parish Councils will be consulted when a ‘discharge of condi#on’ applica#on is submi�ed

for stone samples/panels, allowing the Parish Council to comment on the 

materials proposed.  

It was agreed that this addi#onal type of applica#on would be added to the Planning 

Schedule as a separate category

It was agreed that Cllr Peter Richards (SDC) will be asked for further informa#on on the 

status of the suppor#ng pillars for the gates and the wall constructed at Heath End Farm.

Current applica#ons, as listed on the planning schedule previously circulated by the 

Clerk, were discussed and updates agreed. [The updated schedule is appended to these 

Minutes.]

10. Flooding

There is no update as yet following the report of sil#ng of the Bell Brook downstream of 

the Foxhunter site to the Environment Agency.

It was agreed that the dra>ing of the Plan for emergencies should be progressed;  the 

earlier version is to be reviewed as part of the process.

11. Correspondence

None



12. Speeding

Cllr Mrs Cox reported that the speed gun has been re-calibrated.  Wolverton has 

confirmed that it is content to share the speed gun; there is no response from 

Claverdon as yet.  It is confirmed that Police checks are required for any volunteer 

taking part.

13. Neighbourhood Plan

SDC has resolved the issue concerning exis#ng residen#al cur#lages, and as a result the 

village boundary has been amended in line with the Examiner’s recommenda#on.  

Following this, the referendum version of the Neighbourhood Plan, approved at the 

Extraordinary Parish Council mee#ng on 23rd November and incorpora#ng all the 

post-examina#on amendments, has now been submi�ed to SDC.  It will be reported to 

SDC Cabinet on 15th January 2018.  If the Plan is then endorsed by the Cabinet it is 

an#cipated that the referendum is likely to take place in March. 

14. Play Areas – Annual Inspec&on

Cllr Tweed explained that certain items do require work, and the relevant details for 

ordering replacement parts a>er Christmas will be forwarded to the Clerk.  The cost will 

be as agreed at a previous mee#ng.  Cllr Tweed will contact Beck and Co when the parts 

are available.  There is also a need to undertake repairs (welding) where there is a rail 

missing in the fenced area on the large playing field.  Cllr Smith agreed to provide 

Cllr Tweed with the contact details of a firm that can provide (mobile) welding services.  

Enquiries are also to be made as to whether it would be possible to repair the Silver 

Jubilee climbing frame. 

15. Village Hall

The architect, Steve Ma�hews, will take over the task of detailed planning and the 

drawings have been passed to him.

The VHMC has decided to obtain cos#ngs for the toilet block, and the entrance to be 

made accessible. Cllr Tweed suggested that a permanent ramp could be constructed and

Cllr Blanchard will refer this back to the VHMC.

Cllr Mrs Cox referred to the fact that the PC has previously arranged a loan and that this 

is a possible considera#on.

16. Observa&ons from Parish Councillors

Cllr Smith reported that at the Community Café he had been informed that some road 

signs were geCng dirty.  Cllr Mrs Ellio� suggested that cleaning could possibly be added 

to the proposed rubbish pick;  this may be difficult to undertake, but enquiries will be 

made.

Cllr Tweed reported that a new plant tub is required in School Road and he will enquire 

about the cost.  Cllr Mrs Ellio� referred to the fact that it is possible to obtain converted 

sherry cask/tubs and she will also check the cost for these.  Cllr Tweed stated that the 

winter plan#ng has been done for the School Road and Stocks Green tubs.

The mee#ng closed at 8.40 p.m.

17. Public Ques&ons

There were no ques#ons from the public.



Appendix 1

Planning Schedule – November 2017

Applica&on

Number

Applica&on Details Comments 

required by

SPC 

Comment

SDC 

Decision

17/01247/FUL Grange Meadow, Ingon Lane

Proposed conversion of exis#ng steel portal 

from storage building and concrete buildings 

to private dwelling house with garage and pool

07/06/17 Object

17/01247/FUL Grange Meadow, Ingon Lane, Amended

Proposed conversion of exis#ng steel portal 

from storage building and concrete buildings 

to private dwelling house with garage and pool

31/10/17 Object

17/01594/FUL Avon Lodge, Ryon Hill, Warwick Rd

A five bedroom dwelling

26/07/17 Object

17/01749/FUL The Old Co;age, Brookside

Proposed demoli#on of exis#ng garage and 

office, porch and link wall.  Construc#on of 

extension to form Granny annex

22/08/17 Support

17/01750/LBC The Old Co;age, Brookside

Proposed demoli#on of exis#ng 

garage and office, porch and link wall.  

Construc#on of extension to form Granny 

annex

22/08/17 Support 

Subject to 

Conserva#on 

Officer 

approval

17?02364/FUL Heath End Farm, Heath End

Change to gates at farmyard entrance

10/10/17 Object Permission with 

condi#ons 

07/12/17

17/02422/FUL Hill Co;age, Kings Lane

Erec#on of oak framed, open sided, two bay 

carport with #les, pitched roof on exis#ng 

gravel drive.

31/10/17 Support

17/02551/FUL Land Adj. to telephone Exchange, Bearley 

Road

Erec#on of three residen#al dwellings

25/09/17 Object

17/02551/FUL

Revised

Land Adj. to telephone Exchange, Bearley 

Road

Erec#on of three residen#al dwellings

06/11/17 Objec#on 

Maintained

17/02565/FUL Land off Jago Green

Change of use of land to domes#c and 

erec#on of 9 dwellings

08/11/17 Object

17/02592/FUL Planet Exhibi&ons, Airmanship Hall

Demoli#on of exis#ng building and erec#on of 

2 dwellings (resubmission of 17/00065/FUL)

05/10/17 No 

Representa#on

Refused

07/12/17

17/02687/FUL 1 The Gables, Smith’s Lane

Replacement of exis#ng domes#c garage with 

new brick garage

22/11/17 Support

17/02840/VARY Sni;erfield Fruit Farm, Kings Lane

Varia#on of condi#on 2 of planning 

permission 17/00192/FUL to facilitate 

provision of a new vehicular access to the site

19/10/17 Objec#on 

withdrawn

17/02908/FUL Nuthurst Farm, The Green

Proposed rural worker’s dwelling following 

removal of temporary mobile home and part 

demoli#on of stables

22/11/17 Support

17/03016/FUL 3 Bell Brook

Double storey rear extension, garage 

conversion and internal remodelling

14/11/17



17/03029/FUL Hawkswood Farm, Gospel Oak Lane

Change of use of land to holiday home park 

with the si#ng of up to 44 holiday lodges (falling

under the defini#on of a Caravan); 

construc#on of guest recep#on, buggy store 

and maintenance/laundry buildings;  new land-

scaping and habitat crea#on;  laying of hard-

standing bases, access roads and 

communal parking;  and the demoli#on of two 

former World War 2 buildings

11/12/17 Object

17/03359/FUL Well Co;age, The Green

Outline planning permission for the 

construc#on of a detached house including gar-

age) u#lising exis#ng access and drive (all mat-

ters reserved except site access and scale)

20/12/17

Discharge of Condi&ons:

Applica&on

Number

Applica&on Details Comments 

required by

SPC 

Comment

SDC 

Decision

17/01109/FUL

DISC/00322/17

Avebury, Smiths Lane

Condi#on 3 – Samples of external materials

21/11/17 No

Representa#on


