
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL  HELD IN THE 
VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 10 h FEBRUARY, 2014, COMMENCING AT 7-30 P.M. 
 
PRESENT  
Councillor G. Norris (Chairman) 
Councillor P. Blanchard 
Councillor R.J.Fitchford 
Councillor Miss C. Kimberley 
Councillor D. Tweed 
 
District Councillor Mrs. H. Hayter 
 
Clerk  10 Members of Public 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
Mrs. Lucas 
Expressed her concerns at the number of cars parked in Sandbarn Lane, adjacent to 
Mercedes Garage, during the day. She said that they caused a potential danger to 
other road users 
The Chairman said that the Parish Council was aware of the problem.  The District 
Council Planning Enforcement Officer had only recently been informed of the 
Council’s concerns that vehicles were being parked in contravention of the visibility 
splay as detailed in the Planning Permission.  He added that this would be followed up 
There were also suggestions of approaches to the County Council, Police and Garage 
owners  
Mr. Wigington 
Said that he welcomed the recent visit by Council Members to Stratford Armouries.  
As a result of the concerns expressed, he had agreed, with his advisors, to scale 
down the number of huts for holiday lets and to introduce them over a four year 
period.  He said that he would enter into discussions with Planning Officers with a plan 
to make the business viable 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

Councillor Mrs. S. Morlidge     Holiday 
County Councillor J. Horner 

 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  

None 
 

3.   MINUTES 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 13th January, 2014, having been previously 
circulated, were agreed and signed by the Chairman 

   
 4.  MATTERS ARISING  

(a) Stratford Armouries – Proposed increase in number of holiday lets 
The statement made by Mr. Wigington during the Period of Public     
Particpation was noted 



(b) Affordable Housing 
Councillor Tweed said that he would liaise with the Clerk about forwarding 
photographs and description of the unresolved condition of the field  

  opposite the Scheme to the Housing Association 
Councillor Mrs Hayter said that she had visited the site, but had found nothing 
untoward 
Councillor Tweed undertook to re-visit the site before taking further action 

(c) Monarch Way  
The Clerk reported that the section of Monarch Way off Bearley Road had  
been cleared of overhanging vegetation.  The work had been carried out by  
a Rambler Group under the control of the County Footpaths Officer 

 The Clerk said that he had thanked Mr. Howard Smith, the Rambler Group 
 Co-Ordinator  

 
5.  TO RECEIVE COMMENTS/OBSERVATIONS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR  
     Councillor Horner had submitted a written report in his absence 

(a) Reported that the Budget had been agreed.  Roads maintenance had been  
maintained and road flooding had received additional funding.  The adult 
social care budget had been largely protected.  In order to shield some costs 
and invest in road safety measures around schools, the reserves would be 
drawn down by around £5 million 

 
(b) The 14 Stratford Area Committee met to allocate some £400,000 to road  

safety and maintenance. £25,000 allocated for maintaining and installing 
dropped kerbs. £75,000 was allocated to alleviate road flooding with the 
remainder being spent on specific projects 
Snitterfield was awarded funding for speed and school warning signs and 
road markings at the junction of Bell Lane, Wolverton Road and School   
The willingness of the parish Council to make a contribution to the funding 
was a factor in the decision. The Snitterfield location will also be added to the 
list of sites to receive a tarmac area and dropped kerbs to assist pedestrians 
waiting to cross the road 

 
(c) Said that there was evidence from other Councils that significant savings 

could be made if Warwickshire formed a unitary authority. This would mean 
rationalising the County Council and the six District and Borough Councils  
into one administration. A debate on the subject would take place at the 
Council Meeting at the end of February. There would also be a debate on the 
recommended £92 million savings agreed in the Budget debate 

 
(d) Spoke of savings to be made in the Fire and Rescue Service. It is hoped that 

the projected change in working practices, the move to full time fire  
   fighters and the possible merger with Hereford and Worcester will deliver 

  greater than planned savings. However, any savings would be subject to 
      maintenance of current high standards 

 
 
 



6.  TO RECEIVE COMMENTS/OBSERVATIONS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR  
(a) Councillor Mrs. Hayter gave an update on the garages owned by Orbit  

Housing Association in Snitterfield. She said that there was a total of 38  
garages, only 5 of which were empty. These garages had been taken over by 
a leasehold team, who would arrange stock reconditioning.  She was not 
aware of any particular rent issues 

 
(b) Said that there were a number of outstanding Planning Enforcement issues in 

parish. She asked if consideration of these issues could be placed on the 
agenda of the March Meeting 

 
(c) Councillor Blanchard raised the matter of water running down a section of  

Ingon Lane 
Councillor Mrs. Hayter said that she was aware of the problem and 
understood that it was due to blocked drains 

 It was agreed to refer the issue to County Councillor Horner 
 
7.  FINANCE 
        Receipts 
        (a) Bank of Ireland  Interest on Deposit Account  £0-94 
 
       Payments to be authorised 
       (a) Severn Trent Water Water supply to Atteys Field                  £48-37 
     (Direct Debit) 

(b) Talk Talk Business Broadband supply               £25-00 
     (Direct Debit)          
 
      Proposed Councillor Fitchford, Seconded Councillor Blanchard 
      ‘That the listed items be authorized for payment’ 
      So resolved, nem con 
 
 8.  PLANNING MATTERS  
     Applications 
     (a) Mr. and Mrs. Lelliott   Erection of two storey dwelling house,  

      Land adjacent to Field Place  detached garage and associated works 
      Church Road    3/03321/FUL 

 
Submission      Support.  

Consistent with requirements for 
development in Conservation 
Area and Green Belt with trees 
protected under Arboricultural 
Assessment 
Additional Comments.  
The proposed dwelling is located on 
an elevated ridge overlooking the Bell 
Brook valley and village to the north 
west. Trees on the side boundary of 



the site are also to be removed, which 
will further open the view of the house 
from Brookside, Bell brook and the 
Wolverton Road. (NB. The adjacent 
building to this boundary – the single 
storey dental surgery – is clearly 
visible from these locations) The 
proposed house would be taller than 
the neighbouring Field Place and this 
additional height does not appear to 
be justified. Consideration should be 
given to reducing the height to 
minimize its dominance on the village 
landscape 
The proposed garage is located too far 
forward of the general ‘build line’ along 
this part of the Church Road 
Conservation Area, i.e. the front ‘build 
line’ of Field Place, Westfield, Mole 
End and the dental surgery. This can 
be seen from the layout of the 
buildings shown on the ‘map facility’ 
on the SDC planning website (as well 
as the aerial photograph provided in 
the Arboricultural Assessment Report).  
This would be detrimental to the 
existing openness of the street scene 
between Mole End and the dental 
surgery; it would be interrupted by a 
large garage clearly visible from the 
roadside due to its height in relation to 
the roadside hedges, the open aspect 
of the proposed new entrance to the 
site and the open view across the 
forecourt of the dental surgery 

 
(b) Jack Mee (Oval Tree Care)  T1 Cherry : Fell (dead) 
      6, Park House    G1 Thuja : Fell (dead) 
      Church Road T2 multi stemmed sycamore : Fell 

(neither dead nor dangerous, but 
would be left exposed once adjacent 
Thuja felled). Of poor form with 
boundary fencing embedded within the 
base of the multi stems. Not worthy of 
TPO status, therefore allow removal at 
same stage as other felling   

      14/00087/DDT 
For information only 



Decisions 
(a) Mr. Simon Higginbottom  Erection of replacement prefabricated 
     The Willows    garage (retrospective) 
      Warwick Road    13/02952/FUL 
      Black Hill 

 
        Permission with Conditions 
 

(b) Mr. P. Graham    Proposed extension, detached garage  
      2, Heath End Cottages   and tree removal 
      Heath End    13/03188/LBC 
 
Consent Refused 
 
(c) Arquiva Services Ltd.   Provision of 1no. antenna and 2no.  
     Bearley Radio Tower   transmission dishes on the existing 
     Gospel Oak Lane   telecommunications mast and  

Pathlow  installation of 1no. diesel powered 
generator on a concrete  

      Base 13/03152/FUL 
 
Permission with Conditions 

 
(d) Mr. Keith Lambert   Demolition of existing garage/outbuilding,  

The Mullions    erection of one x 3 bedroom dwelling 
Smiths Lane     and all ancillary works, seal up existing 
 vehicular access and form new 5.00 

metre wide vehicular access 
13/02735/FUL 

 
     Permission with Conditions 
 
9.  CORRESPONDENCE 
     Stratford on Avon District Council 

Core Strategy – Focused Consultation Copies to Members for consideration 
of a response 

 
Nadhim Zahawi M.P. 
Cemetery Burial Plot –  
Elizabeth Anne Warner It was agreed to invite Mr. Warner to a 

site visit to consider his complaint 
 
10.  ROAD SAFETY ISSUES –BELL LANE/WOLVERTON ROAD  

Note was taken of the contents of the report submitted by the County Councillor 
in which it was stated that funding had been awarded for the proposed road 
safety measures at the junction of Wolverton Road, Bell Lane and School Road 



It was also noted that the Friends of Snitterfield School and the Nursery School 
had both agreed to donate the grants made at the January Parish Council 
Meeting toward the funding of the scheme 

 
Proposed Councillor Blanchard, Seconded Councillor Norris 
“To contribute the sum of £300 to the funding of the road safety measures at this 
junction” 
So resolved, nem con 

 
11.  TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN  

Councillor Miss Kimberley reported that the Area Designation had been approved 
by Cabinet  
Under the Core Strategy, as a Local Service Village, up to 75 houses would be 
built in the Parish.  It was apparent that the infrastructure would need to be 
upgraded and technical input from various Authorities would be sought 
A meeting with representatives of the Environment was being arranged    

 
12.  TO CONSIDER ACTION ON GOVERNANCE REVIEW 

It was noted that an approach had been made to Councillor Seccombe, 
Chairman of the Audit Committee.  He had responded that he, personally, would 
have no problem with increasing the number of Councillors 
Councillor Miss Kimberley said that a petition containing signatures of 250 
Parishioners would be required to initiate the process.  It would be necessary to 
identify each signature against the Electoral Register, a new edition of which 
would be published shortly 
Options for carrying out the process were discussed, including use of ‘Snipe’ 
magazine 

 
13. TO CONSIDER ACTION ON HOUSING NEEDS SURVEY 

Note was taken of information supplied by Phil Ward, Rural Housing Enabler, 
including a draft letter to the householder and survey forms 
Proposed Councillor Miss Kimberley, Seconded Councillor Blanchard 
‘That Phil Ward be authorized to go ahead with arrangements to conduct a 
Housing Needs Survey’  
So resolved, nem con 

 
14. TO CONSIDER THE PROVISION OF SHEDS ON ALLOTMENT  PLOTS 

Councillor Miss Kimberley outlined the process for application for a Certificate of 
Lawful Development for the allotments.  If granted for a single plot holder, the 
Certificate would apply to all plots and no further application would be required 
The application cost would be £195, but she said that a 50% discount for a Local 
Council might apply 
It was agreed to commence an Application for a certificate of Lawful 
Development 
Councillor Miss Kimberley raised the issue of the Allotment Tenancy and said 
that any decision taken by the Council to amend the rent would entail re-writing 
and re-issuing the terms of the Agreement 



She proposed the insertion of a clause which would obviate such a need; the 
proposed clause being subject to legal advice through the Association of Local 
Councils 
This process was agreed 

 
15.  TO CONSIDER A QUOTATION TO CUT HEDGE ON PLAYIN G FIELD 

The Clerk submitted for consideration a quotation from Thomgarden to maintain 
the      hedge on the south side of the Large Playing Field. The quotation 
included to prune back from sides and top and to remove waste from site.  The 
quoted price was £360 
Proposed Councillor Tweed, Seconded Councillor Fitchford 
‘That the quotation be accepted’ 
So resolved, nem con  

 
16. TO RECEIVE COMMENTS/OBSERVATIONS FROM COUNCILLO RS 

Councillor Miss Kimberley 
(a) Referred to the procedure for responding to Consultations on Planning  

Applications, in particular, comments from individual Councillors 
It was agreed that the majority decision to support or object to an Application 
should continue to be submitted, but also relevant comments from individual 
Councillors should be included in the response 

(b) Referred to the issue of a discrepancy in Planning Decisions, in particular No. 
14, The Green, and asked for a decision to adopt a draft letter on the subject 
to Mr. Robert Weeks 
After discussion, it was decided, in view of the time lapse, that the letter 
should not be forwarded.  However, it was agreed that the issue should be 
borne in mind for future Planning Applications 

 
Councillor Blanchard 
Said that he been approached by a Parishioner on the requirement for Planning 
Permission for replacement fencing on a ‘like for like’ basis 
The Parishioner to be informed to contact the Duty Planning Officer for advice 

 
Councillor Norris 
(a) Referred to Correspondence at the December meeting on the need to 

improve maintenance of the pathway between Ingon Lane and Ryon Hill 
Estate.  He said that the pathway appeared to be in good order and there was 
no need for an approach to the County Council 

(b) Brought to attention that the official opening of the Affordable Housing would 
be on Friday 11th April 

(c)  Welcomed news of the imminent improvement to the Broadband supply to 
Snitterfield 

 
There being no further business, the Chairman declared the Meeting closed at 9-40pm. 
 
 
 
 


