
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON
MONDAY 8 FEBRUARY 2016, COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM

PRESENT 
Councillor P Blanchard (Chairman)
Councillor Mrs P Cox
Councillor Mrs C Elliot
Councillor A Jones
Councillor Ms C Kimberley
Councillor G Norris
Councillor Ms C Pearson
Councillor D Tweed
County Councillor J Horner
7 members of the public

Public Participation
Mr David Johnston – County Safety Ambassador for the Police & Crime Commission, ad-
dressed the Council and invited members to put forward any issues which they felt relevant. 
The date of their next meeting was 10 March 2016 and the Clerk was requested forward any 
concerns to Mr Johnston.

Mr K Chatland asked if any progress had been made with regards to a number of damaged 
road signs within the village and Councillor J Horner was asked to look into the mater.

Mrs A Turner brought the Appeal Notice by the applicant at Sniterfield Fruit Farm to the 
atention of the Council.  The appeal is by writen representation.

A member of the public expressed concern over the lack of speed for internet users and 
Councillor J Horner suggested that each user should contact BT Openreach directly to 
address the issue.

1. Apologies
An apology for absence was received from Councillor P Richards.

2. Declarations of Interest
Councillor A Jones declared a non-prejudicial interest arising from item 11 below.

3. To approve the Minutes of the meetings held on 11 & 25 January 2016
The Minutes of the Meetings held on 11 & 25 January 2016, having been previously circu-
lated, were agreed and signed by the Chairman following amendments to the change in 
Declarations of Interests and drainage in the culvert.

4.  Matters Arising
a) Shaw Close – Section 106 Agreement

It was reported that the District Council had granted the variation to the original s106 
as requested.
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b) Garages in Hales Close
Councillors P Blanchard & P Cox had met with Mr David Rees from Orbit Housing with 
a view to establishing the future use of the garages in Hales Close.  Mr Rees indicated 
that they were looking at selling the garages and possible future uses may be to retain 
as garages or develop for other uses.

c) Safe Route to School – Councillor C Pearson indicated that it was unlikely that there 
would be anything further to report until April

d) Cycle Route
Councillor J Horner was still investigating the rights of way and signage regarding the  
proposed cycle route, but one obstacle was the current issue with the A46 cycle route.

e) Sand Bags
It was agreed that rather than try and store both sand bags and sand, it would be a 
beter option to offer those sand bags which were currently in storage to residents of 
the village who may be victims of flooding.
Councillor C Pearson highlighted a recent problem with a build-up of debris at the 
trash screen in Bearley Brook which had caused a blockage and the consequence of 
which had created a flood at the crossroads until it had been removed by local 
residents.

f) Queen’s 90th
  
 Birthday 

It was reported that the Village Hall Commitee was considering a Tea Party to 
celebrate the Queen’s 90th Birthday.
Councillor C Pearson suggested closing the length of School Road off for residents to 
enjoy a street party and Councillor C Pearson was to look into a Road Closure Order.

g) Hurdlers Close
Councillor P Cox reported that 9 out of the 12 houses in Hurdlers Close were seriously  
affected by damp and mould problems and the Clerk was requested to follow up the 
issue with the housing association.

h) Shaw Close – Sewage
Councillor P Cox reported that she had been approached by residents in the area of 
Shaw Close expressing concerns over the bad odours, which appeared to be coming 
from the sewage system and Councillor P Cox was to contact Severn Trent regarding 
the mater.

5.  To Receive Comments & Observations from County Councillor
Councillor J Horner reported that the Government had applied a 39% cut to the County 
Council’s financial setlement grant for next year and had received a final setlement on 
February 9 which reduced the savings required next year and the year after by £3 million. 
The revision was atributed to around 30 Conservative MP voicing their concerns.

Savings the County Council must apply to its base budget of £380 million are £14 million, 
£31 million, £23 million and £21 million yearly to 2019/20. The Council approved a 
budget on February 4 without the additional £6 million and another debate will be held 
to approve a budget with the revised numbers on February 23. Each political group would
be trying to spend the money that benefits their interests the most and the final outcome
will depend of which two groups achieve a compromise.

The Fire and Rescue Service had been transferred to the Home Office from Department of
Communities and Local Government and the Government confirmed that it would pass 
legislation that will require Fire and Police collaboration and give the Police and Crime 
Commissioner the right to take over the Fire Service is a business case, considered 
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suitable by the Home Secretary, is made. This circumstance means that the forthcoming 
PCC elections would have an added dimension.

A new seven year contract for roads maintenance had been signed with Balfour Beaty, 
the current supplier and the last contract was signed five years ago during the recession 
and prices this time were 20% higher due to the high demand for construction assets 
across the country.

Shared Lives Warwickshire was launched in February.  Shared Lives is an exciting pilot 
scheme that will see Warwickshire County Council work in partnership with Coventry City
Council to offer adults with additional needs a flexible form of supported living.

Shared Lives centres on carers sharing their home, family and community life with adults 
that need extra support not only gives people entering into a Shared Lives arrangement 
the chance to be part of a family, but also to be part of the wider community. The scheme
is already helping thousands of people with learning disabilities, mental health issues and
older people to live more fulfilling and independent lives across the country.

Councillor J Horner was requested to look in to the gullies and drainage in Smiths Lane 
which appeared to be in disrepair.

6.  To Receive Comments & Observations from District Councillor
Councillor P Richards had sent apologies and submited a report appended to these 
minutes. 
Click here for report

7. Finance
a) Grass Cutting Contract – 2016 – 2018

This item was deferred to a closed session at the end of the meeting.
b) The Parish Clerk circulated a schedule of Income and Expenditure relating to January 

2016 and the schedule was accepted.
c) Draft Financial Regulations

Following alterations to the document it was RESOLVED to adopt the Financial 
Regulations.

d) Grants & Donations
The Clerk was requested to write to all organisations in May 2016 inviting them to put 
forward any requests for grants and donations for specific projects.

Click here for January expenditure and income

8. Planning
The Parish Clerk circulated a schedule relating to all current planning applications which 
was agreed.

Appeal Notice – 15/00741/FUL Snitterfield Fruit Farm, Kings Lane
Conversion of agricultural building to six two bed holiday lets, creation of a new access to 
the holiday lets from Kings Lane and construction of a replacement outbuilding for a 
biomass boiler and hopper

Councillor P Blanchard was requested to contact the Inspectorate to reaffirm the Parish 
Councils previous objections.
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 9. Correspondence
The Parish Clerk had received four quotations for the grass cutting contract which had 
been circulated to members.

10.Annual Meeting
It was suggested that the Council’s AGM be held on Monday 25 April 2016 and the Clerk 
was requested to arrange the booking for the Village Hall.

11.Part of Footpath SD141c Snitterfield Public Path Diversion Order 2015 & Part of 
Footpath SD141d Extinguishment Order 2015
The above Order was noted by the Parish Council

12.Flooding
Councillor C Pearson reported that following a recent meeting, the landowner had given 
Warwickshire County Council consent for the necessary works to the culvert by pass to be
carried out on their land.

13.Fox Hunter Site
Councillor C Pearson reported that this mater was currently in the hands of the 
Environment Agency.

14.Clean for the Queen Campaign
Councillor C Elliot reported that on Friday 4 March 2016 children from the school were to
be involved in the campaign and would be supplied with gloves and bags and any other 
items required to assist them.  The WI were also interested in being involved and were 
likely to assist in the campaign on 5 or 6 March.
An update relating to the campaign was to be added to the website.

15.Neighbourhood Plan
Councillor C Kimberley had previously circulated a report appended to these minutes.
Click here for report

16.Observations from Parish Councillors
Councillor G Norris brought to the atention of the Council, that the Cemetery gates 
needed painting and that a centre anchor point needed to be added to ensure that the 
gates could be secured.

Councillor C Pearson reported that she had received a request for a ‘willow den’ at the 
playground and it was suggested that this could be met by way of grant from SACC.

Councillor C Kimberley reported that there were no vacant allotment plots and one per-
son was on the waiting list.
It was agreed that the criteria for persons wanting plots could be increased to I mile out-
side of the village boundary.
Clarification was required with regards to the allotment fencing and boundary.

17.Public Questions
There were no public questions
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18.Grass Cutting Contract
In a closed session Councillor D Tweed circulated a schedule of tenders which had been 
received relating to the renewal of the grass cutting contract for 2016 – 2018 and after 
discussion is was
RESOLVED that Mee’s Wood be employed for the forthcoming year and the Clerk was    
requested to write to confirm acceptance or their quotation. The Parish Councils decision 
was to also authorise all the extra works for a one year period, to be reviewed annually in 
respect of future years within the contract term.

The Clerk was requested to write and thank the three companies who had also submited
quotes.

The meeting finished at 11.00pm
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