
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
ON MONDAY 12 FEBRUARY 2018 COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM

PRESENT 
Cllr P Blanchard (Chair) 
Cllr Mrs P Cox
Cllr Mrs C Elliot
Cllr Ms C Kimberley
Cllr G Norris
Cllr P Smith
Cllr D Tweed
Parish Clerk – Nicola Everall
8 members of the public

County Councillor – Councillor Mrs A Parry
District Councillor – Councillor P Richards

Public Partcipatio
Mr K Chatland conveyed that he felt the Neighbourhood Development Plan, which was
now open for public consultaton, was difcult to read and asked if the document could be
made clearer. 

Mr J Baldwin asked for the Parish Council’s support for the installaton of a second 
defbrillator for the village, and suggested that the telephone kiosk would appear to be an 
ideal locaton.  Mr Baldwin circulated details of purchase and maintenance costs and 
proposals for fund raising.  The maximum cost would be no more than £3,000.  

A member of the public raised serious concerns over potental breaches relatng to 
planning and water courses at Briery Lands, Heath End.  The Clerk confrmed that the
mater was currently being monitored by Planning Enforcement and the Environmental
Agency was to be notfed due to the concerns regarding the water course.

1. Apiligies:
No apologies were received. 

2. Declaratios if Ioterest
Cllr Norris declared a personal interest arising from the item regarding the proposed 
development at the Sports Club and took no part in the discussion or votng of this
item. 
Cllr Mrs Elliot declared a pecuniary interest arising from the item regarding the 
proposed development at the Sports Club and lef the room during discussion of this
item.

3. Ti apprive the Mioutes if the meetog held io 8 Jaouary 2018
Having been previously circulated, the Minutes of the Meetng held on 8 January 2018
were agreed by all members and signed by the Chairman. 
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4.  Matters Arisiog
a) Play Area Bins

The Clerk was asked to check if the dog foul bin at the Knob had been moved to 
Park Lane by Beck & Co. 

b) Hurdlers Lane
 Cllr P Cox circulated details of works, which were to be carried out by WRHA at 

those propertes in Hurdlers Lane including substantal remedial work to the 
windows and doors, checking of roofs and air vents, investgaton of suspended 
foors due to reportng of bowing of wooden foors and checking of cavity wall 
insulaton. WRHA explained that once all necessary work had been completed 
satsfactorily, they would review the heatng system to consider its efectveness 
and suitability. 
Unfortunately, the residents have had to experience another cold and costly 
winter.
Following photographs that had been circulated indicatng serious signs of further 
damp and mould and electrical wiring above a bath, it was agreed that the Parish 
Clerk would bring these maters to the atenton of the Environmental Health at 
the District Council.

c) Illegal Tipping on Land at Ingon Lane/Dufns Piece
No further update was available.

d) Sports Club
Cllr Ms Kimberley gave the following report from the Working Group.
It met on 6th February to consider the following materss 
1. The Sports Club (SC) proposal to extend the pavilion with the additon of-

covered decking to form a seatng area, utlising funding that it has been
awarded from the ‘Tesco Bags of Help’ scheme.
The Sports Club had supplied the plans of the proposed extension. The SC has 
advised that under the terms of the award from Tesco, the funds must be spent
on the project by September. 
It was the recommendaton of the WG that the Parish Council gives approval for
the constructon of the extension, subject to the Sports Club obtaining planning
permission (if this is required) at its own cost, and the Parish Council obtaining 
confrmaton that there will be no material impact on its insurance for the 
Pavilion. 
It was RESOLVED that the Parish Ciuocil ciofrms its acceptaoce if the 
pripisal subject the SC ibtaioiog aoy oecessary plaooiog permissiio. 

2. The arrangements that had been put in place between the Sports Club and 
other cricket teams for the use of the playing feld.
The details of the use of the Playing Field and the arrangement between the 
Sports Club and both the Barford and Norton Lindsey Cricket Clubs had been 
provided to the Parish Council and WG by the Sports Club and the Secretary of 
the Barford Cricket Club. These include the arrangements for the fxtures and 
the fnancial arrangements between the Clubs.
The WG took into account the fact that the Parish Council agreed at its meetng 
in September that a ‘Playing Field Working Group’ (PFWG) should be set up to 
recommend, amongst other maters, how the playing feld, including the 
playground, could be developed for use by the whole community, and consider 
how the playing feld should be managed. 
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In view of this, the WG recommended that the PC agrees to the current 
arrangements between the Sports Club and Barford and Norton Lindsey Cricket 
Clubs for the use of the playing feld contnuing for this year. 
It should be noted, however, that this recommendaton should not be seen as 
setting a precedent afectng the work of the PFWG which will make its 
recommendatons with regard to the use and management of the feld. 
It was agreed that further fnancial details should be obtained before any 
decision is made by the Parish Council. 

3. The draf remit for the proposed Playing Field Working Group
A draf remit had been produced for the Parish Council to consider, and this had
been forwarded to Councillors in advance of the Parish Council meetng.
It was agreed that the Parish Council approves the Remit for the Playing Field 
Working Group

e) Dog Fouling
Councillor P Blanchard reported that there had been a number of incidents of dog 
fouling on Church Road. 

f)  Street Lightng (Park Lane)
Councillor P Blanchard was to meet with WCC on 16 February 2018 to discuss the 
installaton of the new lamp columns.

g) Parish Council Website
Cllr C Pearson reported that following a meetng of the Working Group, all of the 
content and structure will need to be agreed and supplied by the Parish Council 
and an invitaton to Drop Box would be used to compile and collate documents to 
populate the website at www.sniterfeldpc.org.uk. 
The proposed Main Menu will consist ofs About Us, Meetngs, Finance, Planning, 
Community & Contact Details.
The Working Group is aiming to write the sectons and provide the documents of 
the website, which will meet Transparency Code requirements by the next 
meetng, set for 26 February 2018. 

h) Defbrillator – Telephone Kiosk 
Following a request from Mr J Baldwin for consideraton of a second defbrillator in
the village, Cllr C Elliot agreed to look at the proposal and report back to 
members.

i) Warwickshire Rural Community Council (WRCC) – Public Consultaton Request
Following a request for a Public Consultaton on behalf of WRCC, the Parish 
Council agreed that further informaton was required and at the least, a draf
layout of the proposal and a breakdown between Housing Associaton rent, Local 
Market and Shared Ownership propertes. 

6.  Repirt frim Ciuoty Ciuocillir Mrs A Parry 
Council Tax 
WCC voted in favour of a 4.99% increase in Council Tax of which a 2% increase has 
been ring-fenced to help fund the increased pressures on Adult Social Care and 
Children’s’ Services. This will represent an increase of £1.25p per week on a Band D 
property. 
Due to the success of Warwickshire’s growing economy and its prudent management 
of fnances, the county is on a sound footng to protect important front line services 
and in partcular the most vulnerable people. 
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The following additonal investment was also agreed last week at the Budget Meetngs
 Invest £300,000 over two years in Mental Health, Drug and Alcohol services.
 Invest £200,000 to atract £12million into digital fbre optc hubs in 20 schools. This

will allow the Schools and surrounding communites to beneft from a broadband 
experience at new superfast Gigabit speed.

 Invest £330,000 into dedicated provision for school based Special Educaton needs.
A local approach to keep vulnerable children in their own school community. 

 Invest £108,000 to maintain Sunday opening in WCC’s main Libraries and support 
the volunteers and community groups that operate from these libraries. WCC will 
also invest £100,000 in digitalisaton of its heritage collecton, linking the villages 
and town of Warwickshire, the 100th Anniversary of the end of World War 1 and    
Coventry City of Culture – this will enable the county to keep a record and cherish 
the memories of Warwickshire folk. 

 Last year WCC created the Capital Investment Fund. In 12 months WCC has been 
able to invest up to £30m extra in projects and this investment fund will be            
contnued.

 
The fnal details regarding the Council Tax will be announced early March which will 
include increases in respect of District (1%), Parish and Police & Crime Commissioner 
levies. 

Car Parking 
I atended a meetng with Tony Moon, chairman of Sniterfeld  Village Hall earlier this 
month to discuss the car parking issues in the village. Following this meetng I have 
subsequently been in touch with the County to investgate and explore the 
possibilites for a community car park and safer car parking for school trafc in 
Sniterfeld 

7. Repirt frim District Ciuocillir P Richards
The last month has been incredibly busy for the Council and its members. Focus has 
been on setting our Budget for the next fve years, considering the Masterplan 
framework for the new development at Long Marston Airfeld and entering into public
consultaton on two major pieces of work, the draf Site Allocatons Plan and the draf 
Canal Quarter Regeneraton Masterplan.
 
Budget 
The Cabinet has now formally agreed the Budget set earlier this year in readiness for 
full Council on 26th February. The proposals are as expected and outlined in my 
January report with the most important point for residents being an increase in 
Council tax of 1%, which is below Government recommendatons. This small increase 
has been identfed to help fund the following; 
1. The need for acton over Afordable Homes in the District through exploraton of 

an Afordable Homes Housing Company.
2. Preventng homelessness through implementaton of the Homelessness Act 201i

including additonal capacity for the Citiens Advice Bureau, which prevented 69 
families from becoming homeless in 201i; and 
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3. Temporary Housing for residents who are deemed homeless. The introducton of 
Universal Credit made the process of housing families more onerous that under 
the Housing Beneft regime and so more fnance has been made available to
ensure families have temporary housing when it is needed. 
Indeed, acton has already begun on these and a report was agreed at Cabinet 
today that has enabled a working group to draw up plans for the provision of a 
new purpose-built building that will assist in the housing and support of the
homeless and those in need of temporary accommodaton.

 
Long Marston Airfeld – Housing and Infrastructure Fund 
In the summer of 201i, DCLG announced a new opportunity for grant funding known 
as the Housings and Infrastructure Fund. The fund enables District and County 
Councils to bid for funding that would provide required infrastructure and unlock 
housing developments.
SDC made an applicaton to this fund to support the infrastructure provision at Long 
Marston Airfeld and last week we were notfed that we had been successful in that 
bid. 
The Council has therefore been awarded £13.48m to be used to bring forward the 
frst phase of the Long Marston site and delivery much of the infrastructure that is 
required. 
This is the largest grant this Council has ever received and the fourth largest that was 
awarded in the UK, reafrming both the Council and the Government’s commitment 
to the Garden  Village. 
The Cabinet has also agreed the fnal Masterplan document, which sets the 
parameters for the development. 

Site Allocatons Plan 
On 25th January, Stratord District Council opened a six-week public consultaton on 
its draf Site Allocatons Plan. 
The Site Allocatons Plan is one of a number of planning policy documents that, when 
adopted, will be used by the District Council to help make decisions on planning 
applicatons. In partcular it identfes a number of reserve sites in the district and 
policies on self-build and custom build houses. 
Included in the site allocaton is the University of Warwick, Wellesbourne Campus site,
which has been proposed as land for research and educatonal development. This is 
most likely to be of interest to residents in Charlecote and Hampton Lucy. 
Also included in the SAP are updated village boundaries for Claverdon and Hampton 
Lucy. 
The consultaton runs from Thursday 25 January to 5pm on Friday 9 March 2018 and 
all documents can be seen ats www.stratord.gov.uk/siteallocatons.

Canal Quarter Regeneraton Masterplan 
As part of our overall Core Strategy, SDC allocated land in the canal quarter for 
regeneraton into a mix of residental, retail and business unit.
Work has been focused on creatng a Framework Masterplan Supplementary Planning
Document for the proposals at the Canal Quarter Regeneraton Zone and that 
document has now been opened to public consultaton. 
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The Supplementary Planning Document provides the framework for the regeneraton 
and renewal of the built and natural environment of the Canal Quarter Regeneraton 
Zone by creatng an exemplar residental and mixed development, making the best 
use of up to date and visionary design guidance on place making to create a vibrant 
new urban quarter and enrich the wider Town.
The consultaton runs from Thursday 1st February 2018 to 5pm on Friday 16 March. 
Consultaton documents can be viewed on the Council's website at 
www.stratord.gov.uk/canalquarter-spd 
The Council is also hostng two drop-in days, one at  Venture House Business Centre on
Monday 19th Feb (10am to 4pm) and the second at the Council ofce on i March 
(2pm to ipm).

Community Infrastructure Levy 
The Community Infrastructure Levy was approved at Council just before Christmas 
and took efect as of 1st February 2018.
Today the District Council Cabinet unanimously agreed the policy that will be 
applicable when both members of the District Council and Parish Councils apply for 
funding. 
Free training sessions have been arranged by SDC at their ofces for all Parish 
Councils. Please do feel free to join ofcers on the following datess Tues 20 Feb 2pm-
4pm, Tues 20 Feb  5pm-ipm, Weds 21 Feb 9.30am-11.30am.  Alison Gregory at WALC 
is co-ordinatng atendance so please get in contact with her to book your place.

8.  Fioaoce
a)  Income & Expenditure

The Finance Schedules of Income and Expenditure relatng to January 2018, which 
had been circulated by the Clerk were reviewed and approved unanimously. 

b)  Grants to Organisatons
No further applicatons for Grants to Organisatons had been received since the 
last meetng.

9. Plaooiog
Current applicatons, as listed on the planning schedule previously circulated by the 
Clerk, were discussed and updates agreed. The updated schedule is appended to 
these Minutes.

10. Fliidiog
a) Councillor C Pearson confrmed that the grant applicaton to Warwickshire County 

Council for a trash screen at Bearley Brook was stll pending.
b) Cllr P Blanchard asked the Clerk to request a full survey of drains from WCC due to 

blockages and frequent overfows during inclement weather.

11. Speediog
Cllr P Cox was progressing the Speed Watch Scheme and suggested that Bearley 
Parish Council be approached with a view to sharing the speed gun and working 
together on speed checks. 
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12. Cirrespiodeoce 
a) SDC – Site allocatons Plan for Stratord District
b) SDC – Review of Ethical Standards in Local Government
c) SDC – Canal Quarter Regeneraton Zone Framework Masterplan

13. Cide if Cioduct
The Parish Clerk reminded members that SDC’s recommended New Code of Conduct 
was due for review, and it was agreed that Councillors would submit their comments 
to the Clerk. 

14. Neighbiurhiid Plao
Councillor C Kimberley reported that the arrangements for the publicity of the 
referendum were as followss
The assistance of the members of the Neighbourhood Plan Commitee would be very 
much appreciated to encourage residents to vote and the referendum protocols 
below outline the diferences between membership of the NPC.
The Parish Council can publicise the referendum and encourage people to vote. 
However, it cannot be seen to try and infuence the way people vote. The PC website 
can be used to publicise the forthcoming referendum and can list the topics covered 
in the NDP but not any detail which might promote a 'yes' vote.
The Neighbourhood Plan Commitee can promote a 'yes' vote. That does not include 
the Parish Councillor members of the Commitee, who should exclude themselves 
from any NPC publicity/arrangements for the referendum. 
The NDP website can promote "yes" (as long as there is no reference to the PC). It was
decided, with further details on individual tmings for each to follows Hard copies of 
the plan to be made available for the Shop, Pub, Church,  Village Hall, Sports Club, Bus 
Shelter. [The PC would also be represented at Community Café in March – with 
referendum publicity].  
 A short leafet, with informaton on the NP and votng – to be delivered to all 
households, and Posters and a banner at the War Memorial. 
Persons were required as Polling and/or Countng Observers for the referendum.

15.  Village Hall 
a) Car Parking

The Clerk reported that she had contacted the school asking for consideraton to 
open up the car park when events were taking place at the  Village Hall, in order to 
relieve some of the parking problems in the area.  The school had agreed to the 
concept in principle, subject to adequate signage and the gates being closed afer 
use. 

b) Following a lengthy discussion regarding the refurbishment works at the  Village 
Hall, or the proposal for the building of a new village hall at a diferent locaton, it 
was agreed to hold an extraordinary meetng.  This meetng would be publicised 
and all parishioners would be encouraged to atend to voice their desires for the 
future of the village hall.
The Clerk was to set the date for this meetng and notfy members. See Appendix 2

i



16. Observatios frim Parish Ciuocillirs
This item was deferred to the next meetng.

17. Public Questios
Mr Turner raised concern regarding fy tpping near the entrance to Ateys Field, and 
also raised concern regarding the footpath at the end of Brookside being blocked by 
branches. The Clerk was asked to report this to the relevant authorites. 
Additonally, glamping at Apple Tree Farm was being promoted on the internet and 
the Parish Council advised Mr Turner to report this to the Planning Authority. 

The meetng closed at 10.05p.m.

Appeodix 1
Plaooiog Schedule – Jaouary 2018

Applicaton 
Number

Applicaton Details Comments 
required by

SPC 
Comment

SDC 
Comment

1i/0124i/FUL Grange Meadow, Ingon Lane
Proposed conversion of existng steel 
portal frame storage building and 
concrete buildings to private 
dwelling house with garage and pool.

0i/06/1i Object Refused

1i/0124i/FUL Grange Meadow, Ingon Lane 
AMENDED
Proposed conversion of existng steel 
portal frame storage building and 
concrete buildings to private 
dwelling house with garage and pool

31/10/1i Object Refused

1i/01594/FUL Avon Lodge, Ryon Hill, Warwick Road, 
SOA
A fve bedroom dwelling

26/0i/1i Object

1i/01i49/FUL The Old Cotage, Brookside
Proposed demoliton of existng 
garage and ofce, porch and link wall. 
Constructon of extension to form 
Granny annex

22/08/1i Support

1i/01i50/LBC The Old Cotage, Brookside
Proposed demoliton of existng 
garage and ofce, porch and link wall. 
Constructon of extension to form 
Granny annex

22/08/1i Support 
subject to 
Conservaton 
Ofcer 
Approval

1i/02422/FUL Hill Cotage, Kings Road
Erecton of oak framed, open sided, 
two bay carport with tled, pitched roof
on existng gravel drive

31/10/1i Support

1i/02551/FUL Land Adj. to telephone Exchange,
Bearley Road
Erecton of three residental dwellings

25/09/1i Object

1i/02551/FUL
Revised

Land Adj. to telephone Exchange, 
Bearley Road
Erecton of three residental dwellings

06/11/1i Maintain 
Objecton

Refused
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1i/02565/FUL Land of Jago Green
Change of use of land to domestc and 
erecton of 9 dwellings

08/11/1i Object

1i/03016/FUL 3 Bell Brook
Double storey rear extension, garage 
conversion and internal remodelling

14/12/1i Support 
subject to 
30% rule

1i/03029/FUL Hawkswood Farm, Gospel Oak Lane
Change of use of land to holiday home 
park with the sitng of up to 44 holiday 
lodges (falling under the defniton of a 
Caravan); constructon of guest 
recepton, buggy store and 
maintenance/laundry buildings; new 
landscaping and habitat creaton; 
laying of hardstanding bases, access 
roads and communal parking; and the 
demoliton of two former World War 2 
buildings

11/12/1i Object

1i/03359/FUL Well Cotage, The Green
Outline planning permission for the 
constructon of a detached house (in-
cluding garage)utlising existng access 
and drive (all maters reserved except 
site access and scale)

20/12/1i Support

1i/03632/FUL  Vine Cotage, The Green
First Floor rear extension and remodel-
ling of porch

22/01/18 Support

1i/03654/FUL Wayside, The Green
Demoliton of existng conservatory 
and erecton of single storey rear 
extension 

26/01/18 Support 
changed to 
Object

1i/036i1/FUL 25 The Green
Principal residence, in conservaton 
ione. Require lawful development 
certfcate for planned highly glaied ex-
tension and change of doorway to win-
dow - these would normally be 
allowed under permited 
development, but as this does not 
apply in conservaton iones have been 
advised by Stratord-upon-Avon
 planning ofce to request an LDC to 
confrm planned changes are lawful

1i/01/18 Withdrawn

18/00016/FUL 8 Church Lane
Erecton of frst foor side extension

06/02/18 Support

18/00046/FUL i Shelby Avenue
Single and two storey rear extension

06/02/18 Support

18/00048/ VARY Bramley, Kings Lane
 Variaton of conditon 2 (plans 
conditon) planning permission 
99/01i59/FUL to allows 1 Lower eaves 
level and increased roof pitch

14/2/18
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18/00103/FUL Woodhayes, Church Road
New front porch, replace existng side 
extension, replace fat roof with 
pitched roof and window alteratons

08/02/18 Support

18/00122/FUL Sharrow House, The Green
Proposed single storey ground foor 
rear extension and frst foor extension

13/02/18 Support

Tree Applicatons

Applicaton 
Number

Applicaton Detail Comments 
required by

SPC 
Comment

SDC 
Comment

18/000i8 Corner Park House, Church Road
T1 – Yew Crown lif to approx.. 2m.  
Reduce height and breadth by approx.. 
10% to old reducton points

30/01/18

18/00366/
TREE

Sharrow House, The Green
T1- Rowan - fell
T2 – hawthorn – reduce in height by 
50% and spread by 20%
T3 – Willow Reduce in height and 
width by 30%
T3 – Contorted willow reduce by 30%

20/02/18

Discharge Notces

16/01551/FUL
DISCN/00392/
1i

Gamekeepers Cotage, 
Welcombe Bank Farm
Applicatons for the Discharge of 
Conditon to the applicaton dated 6 
July 2016

16/01/18 No objecton 

Appeodix 2

MINUTES OF AN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN 
THE  VILLAGE HALL ON WEDNESDAY 28 FEBRUARY 2018 AT 7.30 PM

PRESENT
Cllr P Blanchard (Chairman)
Cllr Mrs P Cox
Cllr Mrs C Elliot
Cllr Ms C Kimberley
Cllr G Norris
Cllr P Smith
Cllr D Tweed
25 members of the public

Apiligies
Parish Clerk (due to weather)

10



Public partcipatio
A member of the public requested an explanaton of the issues relatng to the  Village Hall 
that had given rise to this meetng.
The Chairman replied that the main issue was the amount of money currently proposed 
to be spent on improving the existng  Village Hall. The inital proposal in 2015 was to 
spend approximately £180, 000, but the amount now envisaged was very much higher. 
Therefore, it was prudent to pause for refecton and to re-examine not only the current 
proposal but also alternatves such as demolishing the Hall and building a new Hall on the 
same site and selling the existng  Village Hall for development and building a new  Village 
Hall on another site.

Mr Tony Moon, Chairman of the  Village Hall Management Commitee ( VHMC), reported 
that  VHMC had agreed a revised plan for the  Village Hall which difered from the original 
2015 plan. The four main problems addressed in the revised plan were (i) the need to 
refurbish the toilets, (ii) the absence of a disabled toilet and the poor conditon of (iii) the 
store rooms and (iv) the meetng room at the back of the building. The estmated cost of 
the revised plan was nearly £300,000.
It was proposed that Phase 1 would be to construct a disabled toilet, with a ramp by the 
front door for disabled access, and new store rooms at a cost of approximately £100,000 
and Phase 2 would be to construct a new meetng room and a lobby by the entrance to 
reduce heat loss.

Mr Moon mentoned that, in atemptng to raise funds, he had discovered that potental 
donors would view favourably a recent consultaton of residents and  VHMC having 
tenancy rights, since there is a reluctance to donate to a project under the ownership of 
the Parish Council, which is part of local government.
Mr Moon distributed to Councillors (i) a plan of the  Village Hall showing the revised 
proposals, (ii) a draf questonnaire and covering leter and (iii) a proposal regarding a 
Community Car Park on the school playing feld. 
Mr Moon said that, because he had recently returned from abroad, he had not had been 
able to discuss the draf questonnaire and covering leter with members of  VHMC.
However, he summarised these draf documents and suggested that a consultaton should
be arranged.
Mr Nigel Hayter, a member of  VHMC, strongly critcised Mr Moon for presentng these 
drafs to the Parish Council without prior clearance by  VHMC.
Mr Pat Elliot referred to the statement in the draf covering leter that, if the Parish 
Council were to sell the site of the  Village Hall, it would be able to obtain a loan of 
approximately £i50,000 to fund the building of a new hall on the playing feld. The loan 
would be repaid afer the existng site of the  Village Hall had been redeveloped. Mr Elliot 
said that, given his experience with the Sports Club and as an accountant of 40 years’ 
standing, based upon the  Village Hall’s income, he did not believe that it would be 
possible to service such a loan.
A member of the public suggested that Phase 1 should be the constructon of the meetng
room in order to generate income for Phase 2, which would then relate to the toilets and 
store rooms.
Mrs Margaret Tweed confrmed that the  Village Hall had been generously donated by the 
Phillips family in the 1930s and that it was important to bear this in mind when 
considering the future of the Hall.
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1. Apiligies
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Mrs C Pearson.

2. Declaratios if Ioterest
There were no declaratons of interest.

        
3. Soitterfeld Village Hall – Ciosideratio if Develipmeot Pripisals

The Chairman confrmed that one of the purposes of the meetng was to obtain the 
views of residents and, accordingly, invited members of the public to request a 
hearing if they wished to contribute to the discussion.
The Chairman read out the contents of two emails that he had received from 
residents. The frst, from David Robotham, emphasised the architectural 
importance of the  Village Hall as an example of the Arts and Crafs era and stressed 
that the building should be retained. The second, from Duncan Parker on behalf of 
Sniterfeld Actoning Climate Change, described the improvements already made to 
the Hall and the beneft to the village of the solar panels on its roof. His view was that 
a building of such quality was worthy of further investment and that the Hall should 
remain in the centre of the village and not be moved to the outskirts encouraging 
vehicle use. He felt that yet another discussion about the future of the Hall impeded 
its progress.

Councillor Tweed made the following three pointss
(i) While understanding the desire of potental donors for a recent public

consultaton, he recalled that the last open consultaton, held in 2015, had 
produced only 55 responses (supportng the proposals), but over 80% of 
residents had not replied. The explanaton could have been either a lack of 
interest or because residents were content to leave decisions regarding the 
 Village Hall to members of the Parish Council and  VHMC.
Councillor Kimberley said that the focus of the consultaton in 2015 had been on 
approval for plans for the  Village Hall; while people had been able to comment 
freely, that had been the focus.

(II) Regarding the  Village Hall itself, the survey in 2015 had revealed that it is in 
sound conditon. Also, it is a good siie with a capacity of 100 to 120, which is 
similar to neighbouring halls.

(iii) The only other locaton for the  Village Hall within the village boundary 
would be the playing feld on the Wolverton Road and it is clear that, if a 
building and car park of the required siie, were to be constructed on the 
playing feld, there would not be sufcient room for a cricket feld.
Therefore, that would not be an opton.

Councillor Kimberley supported a consultaton that would address fundamental 
questons about the long-term requirements for and the nature of a community 
building. She challenged the assumpton that there was not sufcient room on the 
playing feld and stressed the need for a review of all possible optons and the costs 
involved.

The Chairman read out an email from Councillor Pearson confrming her support for 
 VHMC in going out to tender and then to bid for funding to update the  Village Hall, 
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 priority to be given to the provision of disabled toilets, which are arguably essental.
She believed that the likelihood of achieving a consensus about moving the Hall was 
negligible. However, she reafrmed her view that there should be an assembly of the 
parish with the objectve of identfying priorites and working collectvely towards  
developing a ten year strategy. The Chairman supported the proposed strategy.

Councillor Elliot referred to the Parish Council’s support for  VHMC’s proposal in 2015 
and confrmed her contnued backing for  VHMC. However, she regreted that the
Parish Council had missed the opportunity to work with the Sports Club to produce 
the ideal soluton of one building on the playing feld combining the Sports Club’s 
clubhouse with the  Village Hall and adequate parking for all users.

Councillor Tweed repeated his statement that there simply was not enough room for 
this on the playing feld.

Councillor Norris said that, based upon recent experience of consultatons within the 
village, a further consultaton regarding the  Village Hall would be a waste of tme. In 
all probability over 95% would not respond and, of those who would reply, half would 
favour one opton and half another. He agreed with Councillor Tweed’s view that 
there is not enough room on the playing feld for a hall and car park and so that 
cannot be suggested to residents as a viable opton. That site would in any event 
encourage a greater use of cars.
The existng locaton of the  Village Hall in the centre of the village is beter than a site  
away from the centre.
Also, even if there were a desire to relocate, there is no indicaton that the large
mult-discipline team of experts required to project manage such an enormous 
operaton could be assembled.
The Parish Council should take the lead in supportng  VHMC’s revised plan for 
refurbishing the  Village Hall, which is a fne building.

Councillor Cox believed that the 2015 consultaton had confrmed residents’ support 
for the proposed refurbishment of the  Village Hall and that it was not necessary to 
hold another consultaton. Also, the playing feld was not an alternatve locaton for 
the Hall.

Councillor Smith expressed the view that the Parish Council should support  VHMC’s 
revised plan to refurbish the  Village Hall.

Councillor Tweed believed that, although a further consultaton was not necessary in 
order to gauge the opinion of residents, it may serve a purpose to encourage 
potental donors who favour a recent consultaton.

Councillor Kimberley said that, in her view, consultaton meant sending out a 
questonnaire to all households.

Mrs Hilary Schmidt-Hansen said that  VHMC’s experience with the Lotery had 
indicated the value of a recent consultaton. 
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Mrs Mary Bessey said that the Parish Council should not delay in giving its full support
to  VHMC’s revised plan.

Mrs Sylvia Morlidge mentoned the legal constraints upon the Parish Council if it were 
to wish to close the  Village Hall.

Mrs Helen Hayter referred to the secton of the proposed Neighbourhood 
Development Plan that made reference to protectng the fabric of buildings in the 
Conservaton Area

Councillor Norris said that he was very concerned that  VHMC had not been consulted 
regarding the proposed consultaton and covering leter and that it was vital that 
 VHMC acted as one body in its relatonship with the Parish Council.

Mr Moon undertook to provide  VHMC with all relevant informaton in order to hold a 
full discussion regarding all the current issues relatng to the  Village Hall. 
He requested the Parish Council to consider the grant of a form of tenancy to  VHMC 
and the proposal for a Community Car Park on the school playing feld.

RESOLUTION
With six votes in favour and one abstenton,

IT WAS RESOLVED THAT the Parish Ciuocil fully suppirts the Village Hall Maoagemeot 
Cimmitteee’s revised plao, as preseoted ti the meetog aod attached ti these mioutes, 
aod the Cimmitteee’s eodeaviurs io fuod raisiog fir the refurbishmeot if the Village 
Hall.
                 
The meetng closed at 8.55pm.
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