
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
ON MONDAY 11 JANUARY 2016, COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM

PRESENT 
Councillor P Blanchard (Chairman)
Councillor Mrs P Cox
Councillor Mrs C Elliott
Councillor A Jones
Councillor Ms C Kimberley
Councillor G Norris
Councillor Ms C Pearson
Councillor D Tweed
County Councillor J Horner
4 members of the public

Public Participation
A resident asked the Council if there was any further information regarding the 
development at White Horse Hill and Councillor P Blanchard replied that there was nothing 
to report regarding the appeal.

Mr K Chatland asked if the Snitterfield sign on Warwick Road could be put back into its 
correct position and Councillor J Horner was asked to review all signage as there were other 
signs that were in need of attention, particularly directly off the A46.

1. Apologies
An apology for absence was received from Councillor P Richards.

2. Declarations of Interest
Councillor C Kimberley declared a personal interest arising from item 7 (e) 
below relating to CPRE.

3. To approve the Minutes of the meetings held on 12 & 22 December 2015
The Minutes of the Meetings held on 12 & 22 December 2015, having been previously 
circulated, were agreed and signed by the Chairman following amendments to; Hales 
Close, Garages, the change of wording from CA to TPO review, the removal of paragraph
3 from item 10, change Bell Brook to Bearley Brook and change the word majority to ‘a 
number’ in item 15.

4. Matters Arising
a) Shaw Close – Section 106 Agreement

The Parish Clerk had asked the District Council for an update but there had been no 
response to date and she was therefore asked to make further contact.

b) Garages in Hales Close
The Parish Clerk had not received any further correspondence from Orbit Housing, 
but was requested to make contact to establish if Orbit Housing were able to give an 
update on the future use of the site.

c) Safe Route to School – Funding Stream
Councillor J Horner reported that a ‘PVC survey’ (pedestrians X Vehicle Sq2) was to 
be carried out and it would give an indication as to the volume of vehicles through 
the village.  There was also to be a camera installed which would record the number 
of pedestrians crossing Wolverton Road.
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Councillor C Pearson enquired regarding the flashing speed sign which was to be 
installed on Wolverton Road at a cost of £2,500, and Councillor J Horner understood 
there was a two year wait for the supply of this type of sign.  Councillor C Pearson 
undertook to liaise with Councillor D Tweed to investigate.

d) Cycle Route
Councillor J Horner was requested to investigate the rights of way and signage 
regarding the proposed cycle route.

e) Bins – This item was deferred to the next meeting.
f) Sand Bags

It was reported that Councillor C Pearson was in possession of 150 sand bags in case 
of a flood emergency.
Councillor A Jones was to look into the cost of purchasing sand and the possible 
locations for storage, and also obtaining an extra 150 sand bags.

g) Lengthsman Scheme
Councillor P Blanchard had previously circulated a document relating to a 
Lengthsman Scheme elsewhere, but it was agreed that at the current time there was 
insufficient information available to make a decision as to whether or not the Parish 
Council should adopt such a scheme.

h) Clean for the Queen Campaign
The Parish Clerk had responded to the invitation for the Parish Council to be involved
in this campaign, but no further information had been received and the Clerk was 
therefore requested to seek further information.
Councillor C Pearson understood that the school would be interested in being 
involved.
It was agreed that a cap of £500 could be set aside for the purchase of items such as 
high visibility tabards, bags and litter pickers, which would be required to run the 
campaign.

i) Queen’s 90th Birthday
Councillor P Blanchard agreed to liaise with the Village Hall Committee to establish if 
they would like to organise an event to celebrate the Queen’s 90th Birthday.

5. To Receive Comments & Observations from County Councillor
Councillor J Horner reported that a successful prosecution had taken place following a 
vehicle crime although it had taken three years.
Councillor J Horner reported that electric vehicle grants for Rural SME were available 
and sixteen rural businesses in Warwickshire had received grants for leasing electric 
vehicles. The Rural Growth Network was among five pilot projects across England and 
has been created to support small firms in rural areas as part of a major initiative to 
boost the rural economy.
Councillor J Horner reported on the Government’s Financial Settlement stating that the 
Government assumes that over the next four years WCC will raise council tax each year 
by 4%, and will receive an additional £10 million from the Better Care Fund in 2019/20. 
The grant from Government would reduce from £56 million this year to £37 million next
year with further reductions in later years. With additional duties that have been 
imposed on counties this amounts to a cut of 39% in the year.

6. Flooding
Culvert Bypass Scheme
Councillor C Pearson reported that a second Contractor had been appointed (North 
Midlands Construction) who were to deliver detailed design by early April and the legal 
agreement between SDC and WCC/EA was nearly complete.  The Flood Group had 
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advised that the Parish Council should use the copy agreed by SDC legal team rather 
than incur further legal costs.
Nadhim Zahawi had called a meeting to be held at WCC on 5 February 2016 and the 
attendees were to be the  Environment Agency, Warwickshire County Council,  Five 
Ways (the landowner), Cala Homes (option holder) and Snitterfield Parish Council Flood 
Group.  The meeting was primarily to ensure Five Ways would be willing to not contest 
the Notice of Proceedings for the bypass scheme.
A Public Meeting was to be held by EA/WCC on Thursday 11 February 2016 at the 
Village Hall and there was to be presentations at 4.30pm and 7.00pm with Officers 
available for questions afterwards.  
Councillor P Blanchard reported that any Village Hall hire fees had so far been waived 
and he would liaise with the Village Hall committee to ensure that any further fees be 
waived.
It was suggested that the installation of a camera on the trash screen at Bee Hive Corner
(Gospel Oak Lane/The Green) would give an early warning of impending flood situation 
as the camera now has facility to tweet/email alerts.  The cost would be in the region of 
£3,000 plus £450 per annum for maintenance.
Councillor C Pearson reported that the Environment Agency would be amenable to 
funding the camera, but that the Parish Council would need to cover any maintenance 
costs.  Councillor A Jones suggested that a level probe with an alarm fitted would cost 
far less and he was to look into the actual price of this equipment.
It was agreed that clarification was needed regarding the Reserve Funds held with the 
Parish Council regarding the Flood Defence Budget.
Councillor C Pearson reported that the Environment Agency wished to engage with the
developers of the Fox Hunter site but so far they had been unsuccessful.

7. Finance
a) Appleton House – Funding Request

It was agreed not to financially support the request towards the cost a professional 
fee for the Heritage Assessment by Heritage Consultants Cotswold Archaeology as 
the Parish Council did not want to set a precedent for any future requests.

b) The Parish Clerk circulated a schedule of income and expenditure relating to 
December 2015 and the schedule was accepted.

c) Grass Cutting Contract – 2016 – 2018
Councillor D Tweed suggested that the grass cutting contract be extended to eight 
months to ensure that all areas were kept to a high standard and to put the next 
contract in place for three years and possibly increase the scope of grass cutting.
It was suggested that the Parish Clerk write to four local businesses inviting them to 
tender for the grass cutting contract for the period 2016 to 2018.
It was agreed that Thomgarden, Mee’s Wood, Limebridge Rural Services and AMW 
Site Services be contacted with details of the service required to enable them to 
submit their tender for the work required.
The Clerk and Councillor D Tweed would liaise on this matter.

d) Precept 2016/2017
This item was deferred as it was considered that further information was required in 
order set the Precept and the Clerk was requested to circulate a schedule of 
Estimates for the forthcoming year.  A further meeting was to be held on Monday 25 
January 2016 at the Village Hall to set the Precept. Click here for minutes

e) Grants & Donations
It was agreed that organisations be invited to submit request for funding giving 

3

http://www.snitterfield.com/parishcouncil/Minutes/pcmjanuary250116.pdf


details of specific projects in order that Councillors may make decisions for such 
funding and budget be set aside for those requests.

g)  The Parish Clerk had received revised information from Warwickshire Association of
Local Councils which was likely to require that the Draft Financial Regulations would 
need to be amended and this item was therefore deferred to a future meeting.

Click here for December expenditure and income

8. Planning
The Parish Clerk circulated a schedule relating to all current planning applications which 
was agreed.

9. Correspondence
The Parish Clerk had received an email from Orbit Housing regarding the future use of 
the garage site at Hales Close, but Orbit Housing had not given any indication for its 
future use.

10. Neighbourhood Plan
Councillor C Kimberley read a report indicating that work continued on the finalisation 
of the Draft Neighbourhood Plan in preparation for the Open Day to be held in 
February, which would launch the pre-submission public consultation.  Further work 
was also being undertaken on the new website.

11. Observations from Parish Councillors
Councillor P Cox had received a request for Dog Fouling Bins in the village suggesting 
one at the shop and one on Bearley Road/Highfield Close.

Councillor C Pearson was to write to Severn Trent water Authority regarding the Flood
Alleviation Scheme stating the requirement to increase the capacity in the culvert.

Councillor A Jones reported that he was in the process of repairing the parking sign at 
the War Memorial.

Councillor C Kimberley reported that there was a vacant allotment plot.  It had been
reported that the contact details on the dog fouling notices needed to be revised and
Councillor C Kimberley undertook to do so.

Councillor P Blanchard reported that Mr David Johnston, County Safety Ambassador was
to be invited to the February meeting of the Parish Council.

12. Public Questions
Mr K Chatland asked for clarification regarding the Flood Alleviation Scheme and the 
proposed works to the culvert.  It was agreed that it should be made clearer that the 
two issues were separate.

The meeting finished at 11.00pm
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