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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
ON MONDAY 9 JANUARY 2017, COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM

PRESENT 
Councillor P Blanchard (Chairman)
Councillor Mrs P Cox
Councillor Mrs C Elliott
Councillor Ms C Kimberley
Councillor Mrs C Pearson
Councillor D Tweed
Councillor J Horner (WCC)
Councillor P Richards (SDC)
8 members of the public

Public Participation
Councillor C Schroder, Chairman of Hampton Lucy Parish Council asked the Parish Council 
what the policy was regarding transparency in relation to planning applications and it was 
agreed to append all plans schedules to signed copies of minutes.

Mr P Morlidge asked why the Parish Council had supported the application with conditions 
for a licence for a ‘Balter Music Festival’ on land at Stratford Armouries.  Mr Morlidge raised 
concerns regarding traffic management, lack of public transport and noise implications; he 
was also concerned that such an event might set a precedent for future events.
Councillor P Richards explained that there was a hearing at Stratford District Council offices 
on Monday 16 January 2017 regarding this application and that Environmental Health had 
objected.  
It was agreed that Councillor D Tweed would speak at the meeting and the Clerk was asked 
to email the District Council’s Solicitor to notify him of this.

Mr R Yendall asked for more information regarding the proposed phone mast at land off 
Shaw Close and was concerned at the lack of consultation.

1. Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A Jones & G Norris.

2. Declarations of Interest
Councillor Mrs C Pearson declared a personal interest arising from the item 
regarding the proposed development at the Sports Club and took no part in the 
discussion or voting.
Councillor Mrs C Elliott declared a pecuniary interest arising from the item regarding the 
proposed development at the Sports Club and left the room during discussion of this 
matter.

3. To approve the Minutes of the meetings held on 12 & 29 December 2016
The Minutes of the Meetings held on 12 & 29 December 2016, having been 
previously circulated, were agreed and signed by the Chairman.
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4. Matters Arising
a) Safe Route to School

At this time there was nothing further to report.
b) Cycle Route

Councillor J Horner was unable to provide any update on this matter.
c) Hurdlers Lane

Councillor P Blanchard and Councillor Mrs P Cox were to attend a meeting with 
Mr Paul Chapman from Stratford District Council and also Mr Jamie Stevenson 
(WRHA) on 10 January 2017 to discuss the heating and damp issues at a number of 
properties on Hurdlers Lane.
Councillor Mrs P Cox discussed statistics relating to energy consumption which she 
had received from some residents in Hurdlers Close as she was concerned at the high 
cost of heating bills.

d) Illegal Tipping on Land at Ingon Lane/Duffins Piece
Councillor J Horner reported that the owner of this land had until 31 May 2017 to 
comply with the Notice, but WCC were not aware of any activity on site to date.

e) Sports Club
Councillor G Norris had prepared a paper giving details of the proposed   
development at the Sports Club and a schedule of events to date.  It was agreed that 
in order to progress this, a separate extraordinary Parish Council meeting was needed 
and the Parish Council and the Clerk was asked to email members with possible dates 
for a meeting. Clarity was required regarding proposals before a public consultation 
could take place. 

f) Dog Fouling
It was agreed that dog fouling was still an issue particularly on the playing field and it 
was agreed that a bag dispenser should be purchased by the Parish Council at a cost 
of £79.00 and bags at a cost of £26.00 for 800.

g) Sir Stephen Hales Charity
Councillor C Kimberley continued to make progress regarding the reinstatement of 
this charity, but still needed to obtain various pieces of information before the matter 
could be progressed.

h) Street Lighting
It was agreed that the Parish Council would allow for the purchase of two new lamp 
posts in the financial budget year 2017/2018.
Cllr Kimberley suggested leafleting residents in Park Lane, before any order is placed, 
to let them know the changes that are to be implemented following the consultation 
that Cllr Elliott undertook with them last year.

i) Village Signage
Councillor A Jones was to provide further information in order that this matter may be
progressed.

j) Entrance to Attey’s Field
Councillor D Tweed was pursuing the matter of clearance in the entrance to Attey’s 
Field.

5. To Receive Comments & Observations from County Councillor
Councillor J Horner had no news to report over the budget, but hoped to report with 
more information after the Budget setting Council meeting which was to take place on 
3 February 2017.
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6. To Receive Comments & Observations from District Councillor
Councillor P Richards reported on the budget and the accounts for 2016/17 year were 
looking very healthy, thanks largely to an increase in the New Homes Bonus (NHB) from 
central government. That bonus had increased this year by £600,000. SDC anticipated 
the NHB to continue to increase in the future and have budgeted for circa £2.5m in the 
short to medium term. This increase has come about as a result of having a Core 
Strategy in place.
Earlier in 2016 SDC agreed not to continue its shared services with Cherwell and South 
Northants. With that came a loss in savings of £100,000. However, other savings had 
been made, for example member costs are down £60,000, consultancy is down 
£100,000 and property income is up £200,000.
Major one off expenses had occurred in 2016 such as the examination of the Core 
Strategy, the refurbishment of the Leisure Centre and an overhaul of the IT systems at 
the Council.
Future years were currently predicted to make a small deficit, largely due to the change 
from S.106 to CIL but SDC does expect to have income into the Council to maintain its 
currently healthy standing.
In November Councillor P Richards had given an update about Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) and where it was in the process of being adopted.
At that time the Planning Inspector requested that a further evidence study be 
undertaken, particularly in respect to the new development at Long Marston Airfield.
The report received by the Council from third party planning experts suggested that SDC 
should not charge the full CIL requirement on the new development. That information 
was passed to Council in early December and unanimously voted against.
SDC were therefore now waiting for the Planning Inspector to finalise her report on the 
CIL plan, which was imminent.
On Monday 16th January 2017 the report goes to Cabinet for the approval of the 
Gypsy & Traveller Plan ahead of public consultation. It had been shown that there was a 
requirement of 71 pitches in the plan period with 19 new pitches required between now
and 2026.
The existing permitted sites include 4 pitches at Black Hill. The plan had identified that 
the land ownership of this site has changed since permission was granted and that in the
short term the pitches will not be developed.

 A report had been drafted by Councillor P Richards and will be presented to Cabinet on 
Monday 16 January 2017, with the view to having these pitches removed.
The new development at Long Marston Airfield had been given Garden Village status by 
the Government.
That is a huge feather in the cap of the Council, who were lobbied against including the 
site in the Local Plan last year.
The Government had awarded 12 other developments across the country Garden Village
status, which will allow respective Councils access to £6m in funding to help support the 
delivery of the scheme. That includes support for infrastructure, but more importantly 
the two primary and one secondary school on the site.
Following SDC’s decision on 12th December 2016 to remove permitted development 
rights at Wellesbourne Airfield, Councillor P Richards had received a number of emails 
and calls from residents asking for clarification on what this means.
It had been widely reported that the owners of the airfield issued notice to all 
businesses on site, that they would not be renewing their tenancy agreements from 
December 2016.
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In November, SDC received notification that, following the eviction of the businesses 
on site, all buildings were being prepared to be demolished. Action was therefore taken 
to prevent that from happening by removing the permitted development rights on the 
land. That means a planning application is required to demolish any building at the 
airfield.
Included in that decision was the option to explore purchase of the site including
through compulsory purchase. This is an option open to the Council. It had not been 
formally agreed that the Council will purchase the site, as was reported in the local 
press.
The reason this decision has been taken is to maintain the airfield’s current use and to 
protect our Core Strategy.
If, through planning or via a government inspector, the land is granted permission for 
housing then the Local Plan will be under threat. It will be opened up to legal challenge 
by developers across the district and SDC could find themselves once again entirely open
and exposed to uncontrolled development.
That is not a situation SDC want to find themselves in and Councillor P Richards was sure
residents fully understood and agreed with the need to protect this land and the Core 
Strategy as best they could.
Following the adoption of the Core Strategy last July, SDC had undertaken a Strategic 
Review in order to prioritise infrastructure projects and focus on how to best deliver the 
Core Strategy effectively.
In October a survey was distributed to the Councils Citizens Panel and the results had 
been collated through November ahead of the December Council meeting.
On 9th February there would be a public presentation by portfolio holders and the MP 
Nadhim Zahawi, on the findings of the survey and plans to implement those findings.
Councillor P Richards encouraged members to attend to hear what was being 
proposed. The meeting was to be held at 6pm in the Arts House.

7. Finance
a) The Parish Clerk circulated schedules of Income and Expenditure relating to 
    December 2016 and the schedules were accepted and signed by the Chairman.
b) The Clerk circulated yearly accounts to date and it was unanimously agreed that the 

Parish Council would set its Precept at £25,000 – no increase in the current Precept, 
for the Financial Year 2017/2018 and the Clerk was asked to notify SDC of this 
decision.

c) It was unanimously agreed not to increase Cemetery Fees for the ensuing financial 
year.

d) It was unanimously agreed not to increase Allotments Rents for the ensuing
financial year.

8. Planning
The Clerk had previously circulated a schedule relating to all current planning 
applications which is appended to these minutes.

9. Flooding
Mr P Morlidge reported that the Project Manager was to close The Green for a total of 9
weeks to allow works to works to the culvert to take place uninterrupted.  

http://www.snitterfield.com/parishcouncil/Finance/FinanceDec16.pdf
http://www.snitterfield.com/parishcouncil/Finance/FinanceDec16.pdf
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Councillor P Blanchard expressed his appreciation to North Midland who had worked 
throughout the night to ensure that the roads were re-opened on 20 December 2016.

10. Speeding
Councillor Mrs C Pearson agreed to pursue the possible use of a speed gun with 
neighbouring villages.

11. Social Media Policy
The Clerk circulated a draft policy relating to Social Media Policy and the Parish Council 
agreed to adopt the policy which is appended to these minutes.

12. Correspondence
The Clerk had received a letter from WCC regarding the Minerals Plan 2017 – 2032 – 
Public Consultation.
The Clerk had also received an email from Bruno Peek, Pageant Master, entitled 
‘Battle’s Over’ which seeks to encourage Town and Parish Council’s to light a beacon at 
7pm on 11 November 2018 in commemoration and remembrance of the end of the war. 
The Clerk was requested to register the Parish Council’s interest, and the siting of the 
beacon would be decided at a later date.

13. Neighbourhood Plan
Councillor C Kimberley reported that the Neighbourhood Development Plan was 
submitted to Stratford District Council on Monday 2nd January. It is anticipated that the 6
weeks public consultation will start in January and that the Examination could begin in 
March 2017.

14. Village Hall Planning Application
Liz Johnston, Secretary for the Village Hall Management Committee stated that that the 
Village Hall Management Committee had secured exemption from the postcode 
restriction and would therefore seek  funding from the National Lottery , but noted that 
this is a lengthy process.  She also encouraged members to attend the concert which 
was scheduled for 21 January 2017 at the Village Hall.

15. Observations from Parish Councillors
Councillor C Kimberley had asked the Land Registry if the Parish Council could change  
the name of the Trustees for the Village Hall from the names of individuals to 
‘Snitterfield Parish Council’ and was informed that this would be possible.  It was agreed 
that the appropriate forms should be obtained. 

Councillor Mrs P Cox asked members to email her any information which may of 
relevance for ‘The Listening Post’ which is to be held at the Community Café on the first 
Sunday of each month.

Councillor P Blanchard stated that the grit bin situated at on Bell Lane had been moved 
and he was to address the issue to ensure that it is reinstated as a matter of urgency.
However, the contents of that bin would need replenishing and the Clerk was asked to 
contact WCC to ask for this to be carried out.
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16. Public Questions
Mr R Yendall expressed his concern to move forward with the development proposals at 
the Sports Club.

Closed Session – Finance

17. Clerk’s Salary/Working Hours
Following a review of the Parish Clerk’s increased work load, it was agreed to increase 
her hours from 8 to 10 hours per week.

18. Trees on Allotments
Councillor C Kimberly circulated three quotations for works required to make good some
of the plots at the allotments. The quotations had been received from Complete Tree 
Services, Mee’s Wood and Douglas Lewis Tree Company.  After consideration the Parish 
Council agreed to offer the work to Complete Tree Services at a cost of £250 and 
Councillor C Kimberly was to notify the company.

19. Graphic Design – Neighbourhood Development Plan 
It was agreed that £500 would be authorised for the graphic design work undertaken in 
the preparation of the neighbour-hood development plan. 

The meeting finished at 9.55pm

Appendix 1
Planning Schedule – December 2016

Application 
Number

Application Details Comments
required by

SPC Comment SDC Comment

16/01128/FUL Maddon Croft, Warwick Road
Creation of new access drive and
 erection of gates and closure of 
existing field access

13/05/16 Support – 
subject to 
addressing the
access issue

Permission with 
conditions

16/03227/FUL Hollow Meadow Farm, Kings Lane
Retrospective application for change 
of use of building to a domestic 
garage/storage unit and for the change
of use of land surrounding the pro-
posed garage/storage unit from 
agricultural to residential 
curtilage (use Class C3)

07/11/16 Object

16/03743/FUL 2 Cedar Drive
Proposed erection of single storey side
extension and dormer window to rear

20/12/16 Support 
subject to 
conditions
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16/03760/FUL Old Pastures Farm, Stratford Road, 
Hampton Lucy
Erection of 4.63 hectares of 
polytunnels

03/01/17 Object

16/03917/TEL56 Field off Shaw Close
15m high monopole mast (drab olive 
colour) 2 no. equipment cabinets 
(600mm x 750mm x 1975mm in grey), 
1 no. equipment cabinet (700mm x 
820mm x 1800mm in grey)

12/01/17

Tree Preservation Orders
Application 
Number

Application Detail Comments 
required by

SPC Comment SDC Comment

16/03524/TREE Wesley Cottage, Bearley Road
T1: Walnut: reduce crown height by 
4.5m (50%), reduce crown breadth by 
1.8m (20%) and lift crown by removing
two lowest branches.
T2: Spindleberry: reduce crown by 
10%.

23/11/16 Support No Objection

16/03878/TREE Westfield Cottage, Church Road
Proposed:
T6: Cherry: reduce 50% in height  
T7: Ash: fell
T8: Sycamore: reduce 50% in height 
and 50% in width 
T9: Ash: fell 
T10: Ash: reduce 30% in height and 
30% in width
T11: Sycamore: fell

22/12/16 Support 
subject to the 
Forestry & 
Landscape 
Officer

16/03877/TPO Westfield Cottage, Church Road
Proposed : 
T1: Maple: fell 
T2: Maple: raise crown to height of 
approx 5.2 metres and reduce 30% in 
height and 30% in width 
T3: Maple: raise crown to height of 
approx 5.2 metres and reduce 30% in 
height and 30% in width 
T4: Maple: raise crown to height of 
approx 5.2 metres, reduce 30% in 
height and 30% in width, remove 
horizontal runner 
T5: Lime: reduce 50% in height and 
30% in width.

10/01/17 Support 
subject to the 
Forestry & 
Landscape 
Officer
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Appendix 2
Social Media Policy 

1. The aim of this Policy is to set out a Code of Practice and provide guidance to Snitterfield 
Parish Councilllors and employees in the use of online communications, collectively 
referred to as social media.
Social media is a collective term used to describe methods of publishing on the internet.
The policy covers all forms of social media and social networking sites which include (but 
are not limited to):

 Parish Council website
 Parish Council emails
 Facebook, Myspace, and other social networking sites
 Twitter and other micro blogging sites
 Youtube and other video clips and podcast sites
 Linkedin
 Blogs and discussion forums

Aspects of the Members’ Code of Conduct apply to online activity in the same way it does
to other written or verbal communication. Online content should be objective, balanced, 
informative and accurate. What you write on the web is permanent.

The Council will appoint a nominated person to update and maintain the Parish Council 
website.

Social Media may be used for:

 Post minutes and dates of meetings
 Advertise events and activities
 Good news stories linked website or press page
 Vacancies
 Retweeting or ‘share’ information from partners e.g. Police, Library, Health etc.
 Announcing new information
 Post or Share information from other Parish related community groups / clubs / 

associations / bodies e.g. School,  community groups
 Refer resident queries to the Clerk and all other Councillors

Individual Parish Councillors are responsible for what they post. Councillors are 
personally responsible for any online activity conducted via their published email address
which is used for council business. Councillors are strongly advised to have separate 
council and personal email addresses.

Code of Practice

2. Guidance when using social media (including email).

All social media sites in use should be checked and updated on a regular basis and ensure 
that the security settings are in place
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When participating in any online communication;

a. Always disclose your identity and affiliation to the Parish Council
b. Be responsible and respectful; direct and informative; brief and transparent.
c. Never make false or misleading statements.
d. Parish Councillors should not present themselves in a way that might cause 

embarrassment.
All Parish Councillors need to be mindful of the information they post on sites and 
make sure personal opinions are not published as being that of the Council or bring 
the Council into disrepute or is contrary to the Council’s Code of Conduct or any other 
Policies.

e. Refrain from posting controversial or potentially inflammatory remarks.
Language that maybe deemed as offensive relating in particular to race, sexuality, 
disability, gender, age or religion or belief should not be published on any social 
media site.

f. Avoid personal attacks, online fights and hostile communications.
g. Never use an individual’s name unless you have written permission to do so.
h. Permission to publish photographs or videos on social media sites should be sought 

from the persons or organisations in the video or photograph before being uploaded.

3. Respect the privacy of other councillors and residents.
                                    
4. Do not post any information or conduct any online activity that may violate laws or 

regulations, e.g. libel, copyright.

5. Councillors should note that not all communication requires a response.

a. There will not be immediate responses to communications to be discussed by the 
Parish Council and all responses will be agreed by the Parish Council.

b. If a matter needs further consideration it may be raised at either the open forum or 
as a full agenda item for consideration by a quorum of Councillors. The poster shall 
be informed via the page or direct message that this is the case. 

c. If a Councillor feels unable to answer a post for example of a contentious nature this 
shall be referred to the Parish Clerk. The poster will be informed by way of response 
to this fact and also be invited to correspond with the Parish Clerk directly.

d. Some communication from residents and other third parties may be required to be 
discussed at a Parish Council meeting. When this is necessary the item will be 
placed on the next available agenda. Any response will then be included in the 
minutes of the meeting.

6. Councillors or parishioners who have any concerns regarding content placed on social 
media sites should report them to the Clerk of the Council. Misuse of such sites in a 
manner that is contrary to this and other policies could result in action being taken.

7. The Policy will be reviewed annually.

January 2017


