
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL
HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY 13TH JULY 2015, COMMENCING AT 7.30 P.M.

PRESENT
Councillor P Blanchard
Councillor Mrs.  P. Cox
Councillor Mrs. C. Elliott
Councillor A Jones
Councillor Ms. C. Kimberley
Councillor Ms. C. Pearson
Councillor D. Tweed

County Councillor J. Horner
District Councillor P.Richards

13 members of the public

In the absence of the Clerk, Councillor Blanchard agreed to take the minutes of the meeting.

1. TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN
In the absence of Councillor Norris
Proposed Councillor Ms. Kimberley, Seconded Councillor D Tweed
‘That Councillor A Jones be elected Chairman’
So resolved

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Mrs Elide Wall, of Up Orchard, King’s Lane provided copies of a statement to accompany a revised planning 
application which outlined the changes made following objection from the Parish Council. Councillor 
Kimberley noted the reduction in the size of the new building.  Councillor Tweed commented on the 
prescriptive aspect of NPPF for developments in the Green Belt.  The Parish Council thanked Mrs. Wall  for 
addressing many of the issues from the previous application raised by the Parish Council.

2. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Councillor Norris
Clerk I. Wilkins

3. TO NOTE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor D. Tweed  - item 9 (k) Maintenance of Flower Tubs
Councillor Ms. C. Pearson – item 10(f) – Land at rear of Appleton House

4. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 8  TH   JUNE 2015
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 8th June 2015, having been previously circulated, were agreed and 
signed by the Chairman.

5. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 29  TH   JUNE 2015
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 29th June 2015, having been previously circulated, were agreed and 
signed by the Chairman.

6. MATTERS ARISING
a) Car Parking – Mercedes Garage
Councillor Ms. Kimberley and Councillor Mrs. Sue Main, Chairman of Hampton Lucy Parish Council had a 
meeting with Mr. Tonks from the Mercedes Garage on 22nd June 2015.  County Councillor J. Horner was 
unfortunately unable to attend.  The Garage had secured extra space at Blackhill but this is now full, and 
they require more space.  The problem is recognised by the Garage and they have installed cones to prevent
any parking near the junction which appears to have helped.  It was agreed to ask the Garage if these cones 
could be extended – Councillor C. Kimberley to follow up this matter and monitor.



b) Shaw Close – Section 106 Agreement
The Section 106 Agreement needs to be amended.  The current Agreement has three tiers: Snitterfield 
connection, Surrounding Parishes, Anywhere.  With the recent changes to Parish boundaries Snitterfield 
Parish now has a second tier boundary with Stratford instead of the former Old Stratford and Drayton Parish
– a Deed of Variation is required to change the S106 Agreement to remove Stratford from the second tier 
list of Parishes and the previous landowner needs to be contacted to agree to this change.  This item to be 
on the agenda for the next PC meeting.

c) Park Lane Verges Maintenance
Councillor Tweed has had conversations with Mr. Guest in regard to these verges and the idea of 
encouraging wild flower growth.  Large nettles are taking over and need to be dealt with – Councillor Tweed
to meet with Jack Mee to address this problem.  The expenses for this work to be agreed by Chairman’s 
action, subject to being within the discretionary limit.

d) Sewage Problem – Hurdler’s Lane
The Environmental Protection Officer from Stratford District Council had visited the site on the 15 June and 
reported he had found no signs of sewage in the road.  As this is not an everyday occurrence, Councillor Mrs
Cox to follow up and provide further information and photographic evidence.  The CEO of Severn Trent 
Water is also to be contacted regarding this issue as they have been attending to the overflow of sewage 
over a number of years.

7. TO RECEIVE COMMENTS/OBSERVATIONS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR
The County Council has flagged up Cyber Crime as the one area of crime that is increasing.  This is a growing 
challenge for police staff.

The Home Secretary has talked of merging ‘blue light’ services.  This is not welcomed by the Fire Service or 
the Ambulance Service.

The move to Combined Authorities is seeing Birmingham, Wolverhampton, Dudley & Sandwell, Solihull and 
Coventry agreeing to merge forming what had been the Metropolitan County of 1973 (disbanded in 1985). 
Shire counties are different but need to come up with a plan of their own.

The County Council is making a children’s health push.

Trading Standards are working well and seen as best practice by the Home Office.

Youth Justice seems to be working well and effective in reducing re-offending.

Savings at WCC last year were 40% of planned saving with 60% to be delivered this year.

Councillor Tweed asked about grass verge cutting at the junction of Ingon Lane and Warwick Road which has
a road safety implication.  It was noted that this is also a problem at other junctions – eg King’s Lane and the
A46. Councillor Horner replied that the resources are used in the most effective way , comparable to gritting
in the winter.  Councillor Horner agreed to see if local call-out services are possible.

Councillor Blanchard asked for clarification about the role of WCC in the planning process, given their 
responsibility for road infrastructure.  Councillor Horner explained that SDC seeks only advice from WCC in 
regard to safety issues with developments.  The Community Infrastructure Levy deals with infrastructure but
the use and distribution of this fund is decided by SDC.

8. TO RECEIVE COMMENTS/OBSERVATIONS FROM DISTRICT  COUNCILLOR
Councillor Richards announced the Interim Adoption of the Core Strategy, although the housing numbers 
and allocation still need to be confirmed.  Housing numbers have been increased to 14280 implying a 
delivery 777 per year from 2016 to 2031.  Long Marston Airfield is now identified as a Strategic Site.

Midland Heart and Orbit Homes are delivering a project to help the homeless.



The swimming pool at Stratford Leisure Centre is now complete and open for use.

Pay by text for Stratford car parks is being introduced.

A new web app has been introduced – www.tellmycouncil.co,uk – allowing reporting issues to SDC
Stratford’s CCTV system has achieved British Standard Accreditation.

Councillor Tweed expressed dissatisfaction with the manner of the operation of the Planning Committee 
(West) on 30th June 2015 with only five members present, with one declining to engage because he had not 
been on the site visit in connection with the application which the Parish Council was supporting.  Councillor
Blanchard commented on a delay in the decision of four months on a planning application (14/03086/OUT). 
Councillor Richards suggested we write to Mr. Weeks with a copy to Chris Saints to express our 
dissatisfaction. Councillor Tweed agreed to draft a letter for the PC to consider. 
Councillor Richards suggested a meeting with the Parish Council to discuss issues that we have with the 
planning process.

9. FINANCE – RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS
Receipts
     (a) Groundwork UK Grant – Neighbourhood Plan £7,300-00
     (b) Mrs. Sarah Grundy Atteys Field Grazing Rights        £330-00
     (c) Mr. Mark Aust Cemetery Fee £500-00
     (d) A.E. Bennett & Sons Cemetery Fee (Aust) £300-00
     (e) Hemming & Peace Cemetery Fee (Taylor) £300-00
     (f) Mrs. H. Schmidt-Hansen Allotment Rent £15-00
     (g) Black Rock Investment Dividend – Charinco £15-21
     (h) Bank of Ireland Interest on Deposit Account £2-70

  Payments to be authorized
    (a) I. Wilkins Clerk’s Salary and Expenses £980-68
    (b) HM Revenue & Customs PAYE on Clerk’s Salary £206-95
    (c) Avon Planning Services Planning Advice – Neighbourhood Plan £945-00
    (d) E.ON Street Lighting Supply £870-71
    (e) E.ON Street Lighting Maintenance £252-04
    (f) Mark Newell Tree Care Ltd Arboricultural work – Play Area £390-00
    (g) P. Robinson Cut back brambles at entrance to £150-00

Atteys Field
    (h) Leamington Spa Town Training Course ‘Introduction to £135-00
          Council Planning Control’
    (i) WALC Training Course – Induction Day £90-00
    (j) Stratford on Avon D.C. Charge for Uncontested Election £100-00
    (k) Mrs. Margaret Tweed Maintenance of Flower Tubs £60-96
    (l) Talk Talk Broadband supply  (Direct Debit) £25-00

Proposed Councillor Ms. Kimberley, Seconded Councillor Blanchard
‘That the listed items be authorized for payment’
So resolved.

10. PLANNING MATTERS – APPLICATIONS AND DECISIONS
     Applications
(a) Mr. P. Baker Conversion of listed threshing barn and adjoining 
      Snitterfield Fruit Farm barns to create one dwelling.  Conversion of 
      Kings Lane cartshed to provide associated garaging

15/01426/LBC

     Support on condition that the application complies with the Conservation Officer’s proposals



(b) Oakwood Partnership Application for approval of reserved matters 
      The Limes relating to access, appearance, landscaping layout 
      White Horse Hill and scale for the erection of one detached dwelling

Pursuant to outline planning permission 
12/02824/OUT 15/01671/REM

      Objection
     An amended application has been submitted by the applicant for consideration

(c) Mr. David Wall Replacement outbuilding
      Up Orchard, The Hill 15/00824/FUL
      Kings Lane

Objection
An amended application has been submitted by the applicant for consideration

(d) Stratford Garden Centre Continued use as a garden centre incorporating the
      Warwick Road sale of clothing up to 627 sq.m., books up to 
      Black Hill 159 sq.m, cards up to 32 sq.m and butcher up to

158 sq.m
15/01167/FUL

Support

(e) Ms. N.L. Maher New entrance gates, garden room and alterations to 
     Heath End Farm the fenestration to the dwelling (retrospective)
     Heath End 15/00864/FUL
Decision deferred

(f) Spitfire Properties Erection of 10 dwelling houses, re-alignment of
     Land to the rear of vehicular access off Church Road and associated
     Appleton House development
     Church Road 15/02013/FUL

This application was discussed by the Parish Council.  Councillors were unhappy about many aspects of this 
application  - the impact on this open space in the middle of the village, conflict with Snitterfield Parish Plan 
2006, overdevelopment of the site, not fitting with the Housing Needs Survey, a lack of affordable houses, 
character not in keeping, issues about drainage and flooding potential, and traffic issues on Church Road.

(g) Mr. Jon Juxon T2 Sycamore : lift crown to 4m above ground level
     Sycamore House thin crown by 30%, reduce crown by 30%
     White Horse Hill 15/02295/TPO

Decision deferred

(h) Mr. & Mrs. R. Watkins Demolition of two existing dwelling houses 
     Radcote Farm and Radcote together with existing associated barns, creation of 
     Farm Cottage two replacement dwelling houses, formation of a
     Kings Lane conservation pond, new internal access drives and 

all other associated work 15/02146/FUL
Decision deferred

Decisions
(a) Part of former Hawkswood Erection of agricultural building (216 sq. metres)
      Farm 14/03322/FUL
     Gospel Oak Lane
     Pathlow
Permission with Condition



(b) Mr. Ray Morris Outline Application for 25no. houses, 2no 
      Land adjoining (East) commercial units (Use Class B1), public open space
      White Horse Hill including woodland trail and car park for the war

memorial with vehicular access from White Horse 
Hill and all other matters reserved    
14/03086/OUT

Refusal

(c) Ms. Ann Harvey Confirmation that existing alterations to dwelling 
     Farthings were carried out as permitted development and are
     Park Lane lawful (changing doors to a window and 

introducing a pitched roof over the rear flat roof 
projection 15/01091/LDE

Certificate of Lawful Existing Use and Development

(d) Ramsay Developments Ltd. Outline Application with all matters reserved except
      Land adj. Warwick Road access for the erection of 5no dwellings to be built 
      Black Hill to Level 5 of the Code for Sustainable Homes

15/00572/OUT
Refusal

(e) Mr. William Vaughan Demolition of existing asbestos/brick semi detached
     The Bungalow dwelling (i.e. The Bungalow) and existing garage 
     Kings Lane and outbuilding.  Replace with new detached     

dwelling incorporate of new double garage facility
14/03619/FUL

Permission with Conditions

(f) Mr. Ben Kruze Erection of a detached dwellinghouse and 
     26, The Green associated works (all matters reserved|)

15/00734/OUT
Withdrawn

(g) Mr. Philip Graham Proposed one and half storey extension to rear and
      2, Heath End Cottages extension to existing outbuilding
      Heath End 15/00571/LBC

Consent Refused

(h) Mr. James Brash Proposed first floor extension to rear
      16, The Green 15/00974/FUL

Refusal

Two planning matters on the agenda for the next Planning Committee (West) meeting on 15th July 2015 - 
Councillors Tweed and Ms. Kimberley to talk to these.

15/01191/FUL
Maddon Croft
Demolition of existing maintenance building to provide ancillary residential accommodation in connection 

with
occupation of Maddon Croft.
Councillor Tweed will speak on behalf of the Parish Council.

15/00741/FUL
Snitterfield Fruit Farm



Conversion of agricultural building to six two-bed holiday lets, creation of a new access to the holiday lets
 from Kings Lane and associated parking.  Removal of open portal framed outbuilding and construction of a
replacement outbuilding for a biomass boiler and hopper.
Councillor Ms Kimberley will speak on behalf of the Parish Council.

11. CORRESPONDENCE
a) A letter from Sally Hopkinson in regard to the planning application for Appleton House ((15/02013/FUL)
b) A letter from the Parish Council dated 8th July 2015 to Snitterfield Sports and Social Club in response to 

their   emailed letter of 11 May 2015.  This letter was read to the meeting by the Chairman.
c) A letter to Mr. Weeks from Bearley Parish Council and Snitterfield Parish Council in regard to acoustic 

analysis of Snitterfield Gliding Club. This letter was read to the meeting by the Chairman.

12. TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Councillor Ms. Kimberley reported that the Committee is continuing to work on the policies for the draft 
plan.  A grant of £7,300 awarded to the Parish council has now been received from Locality and Groundwork
UK on behalf of the community Rights Programme.  
‘Assets of Community Value’ (AVC’s) can usefully be defined for the neighbourhood – the Neighbourhood 
Plan Committee welcomes suggestions. SDC maintains a register of such assets. 

13. TO CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING PROPOSALS APPERTAINING TO THE FUTURE OF THE VILLAGE HALL
a) ‘To agree to offer our grateful thanks to the Village Hall Management Committee for their hard work in 

running the Village Hall on behalf of the Trustees’
This was agreed.

b) ‘To agree to ask the Village Hall Management Committee to obtain a structural survey of the Village Hall’
This was agreed.
[It was noted that the Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee was able to confirm that this 
is to happen in the next week at a cost of £250 + VAT]

c) ’To agree that, in the event that the structural survey shows that the existing building to be sound, then 
the Parish Council will support the Village Hall Management Committee in their current endeavours to 
refurbish the Hall’
This proposal was amended to:
‘To agree that, in the event that the structural survey shows that the existing building to be sound, then 
the Parish Council will support the Village Hall Management Committee in developing their proposal for 
refurbishment of the Hall in readiness for the consultation with the village residents in the form of an 
Open Day’
This was agreed.
[The Chairman of the Village Hall Management Committee agreed that a leaflet drop could be organised 
in addition to the Open Day]

d) ’To agree that the village should be consulted on the proposal(s) and that the consultation should take 
the form of an Open Day’. 
This proposal was deleted.

e) ’To agree One of the following 
     that the consultation should present two options to the parishioners

 
Option 1: (a) refurbishment of the existing Village Hall and (b) relocation of the     
Village Hall to the Playing Fields

  Option 2: that the consultation should focus upon the refurbishment of the Village   
     Hall only, but allow parishioners a ‘free text’ feedback’

Discussion took place in regard to these options.  Councillor Mrs. Cox drew attention to the photocopy of 
the Village Hall Deed of Trust which would appear to preclude the demolition of the Village Hall whilst 
funds exist to maintain such and carry on. 
The second option was put to the vote – all agreed.  



An additional resolution was tabled to ask the Village Hall Management Committee to propose the 
wording of the ‘free text’ box.  The wording of the leaflet would be subsequently agreed between the 
VHMC and PC – and that the draft leaflet wording would be sent to the PC.

An additional resolution was tabled to accept the photocopy version of the Village Hall 
Deed of Trust, dated 30th September 1931 as a true copy of the original. 
This was agreed.

14. TO CONSIDER A PROPOSAL FOR THE DISPOSAL OF WASTE ITEMS FROM THE CEMETERY
Stratford District Council classify this waste as business waste and charge £38 per bin and £53 per year for 
collection. 
It was proposed to have one bin located just inside the gates on Park Lane.  Councillor Tweed will check that 
the bin men would empty the bin in situ before agreeing to purchase.  Proposed by Councillor Tweed, 
Seconded by Councillor Mrs. Cox. 
Agreed.

15. TO DECIDE ACTION TO REMEDY THE SITUATION OF THE LOCK-UP GARAGES IN HALES CLOSE
The garages are owned by Orbit Homes but are in an unsatisfactory condition. 
[It was noted that rental costs are £48 per month.]
It was agreed that the Parish Council would ask the Clerk to contact Orbit Homes to express our 
unhappiness in regard to the state of the garages and ask about their maintenance programme.

16. TO RECEIVE A PROGRESS REPORT FROM THE SNITTERFIELD PLAYGROUND AREA RENOVATION TEAM
Councillor Tweed indicated that this group (SPLART) needs guidance in regard to how they proceed with 
procurement in the light of the Sports Club proposals. Councillor Tweed to liaise with the group.

17. TO RECEIVE COMMENTS/OBSERVATIONS FROM COUNCILLORS
Councillor Ms. Kimberley
Reported that some repair work is needed in regard to the allotments – this may or may not be due to 
vandalism. The fencing between the allotments and the small playground needs replacing.
Councillor Tweed will obtain quotes for clearing brushwood and replacing fencing. 
Councillor Ms Kimbeley to obtain quotes for replacing a broken post on the allotment.

Councillor Mrs. Elliott
Reported that Broadband is now live at the Sports Club. 
Clerk to cancel TalkTalk Direct Debit

Councillor Ms. Pearson
Councillor Ms. Pearson attended a meeting on 1st July 2015 held by the Parish Council Flood Sub Committee
attended by Environment Agency (EA), Warwickshire County Council (WCC) and Councillor John Horner.  
Peter Morlidge, Sylvia Morlidge, Duncan Barker, David Robotham represented the Sub Committee.

The EA now plan, together with WCC, to replace/repair the culvert along the whole of its length (from 
Sherbourne House to Smiths Lane) and to repair the decommissioned section.
Although costs for the project have been reduced there is still a gap of approximately £1.3 million if the EA 
were to use their national contractor.

WCC has offered to assist the EA in tendering to local contractors who have worked on similar schemes. It is 
hoped the funding gap will be closed by more economical quotes.  The EA now has an officer dedicated to 
preparing a pre-tender document, working 3 days a week.  However, if the final cost still exceeds the £2.2 
million allocated, it is unclear on where additional funding will come from.
 
The Flood Sub Committee expressed their concerns about the further delay in the project and how this will 
affect funding, which is understood to run out in April 2016.  The Sub Committee have now written the EA 
to provide a Critical Path for the project and offered to assist wherever possible by applying pressure on 



other organisations involved to play their part to ensure key dates are met.
 A further meeting has been set for August 6th 2015.

Councillor Tweed
The additional Dog Waste bin had been proposed for siting at the entrance to the Knob on the Green.  With 
one of the premises by this location now sold and empty and the other apparently remaining unoccupied 
during refurbishment, seeking permission from one of the owners to mount this on their boundary wall is 
not seen as practical so the suggestion is for this to be put on the post showing “No dog fouling” at the 
entrance to the footpath near to the small playground.  This was agreed.

The Clerk sent an email in regard to electronic speed signs for the village.  It was agreed to put this on the 
agenda for the next meeting. Councillor Tweed to contact the Clerk to obtain details.

Meeting closed at 10.29.


