
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
ON MONDAY 11 JULY 2016, COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM

PRESENT 
Councillor P Blanchard (Chairman)
Councillor Mrs C Elliott
Councillor Mrs P Cox
Councillor A Jones
Councillor Ms C Kimberley
Councillor Ms C Pearson
Councillor D Tweed
Councillor J Horner

3 members of the public

Public Participation
Mr S Ellson (Architect) addressed the Parish Council regarding the revised planning 
applications for works at Snitterfield Fruit Farm, which were to be submitted to the District
Council in the near future and it was agreed to add the details to Drop Box and Councillors
would submit their comments by 19 July 2016.

1. Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor G Norris and Councillor P Richards.

2. Declarations of Interest
Councillors C Elliott and C Pearson declared a personal interest arising from the item   
regarding the Proposed Development at the Sports Club.
Councillor C Kimberley declared a financial interest arising from the finance schedule.
Councillor D Tweed declared a personal interest arising from the finance schedule and 
the item relating to the replanting of seasonal flower tubs.

3. To approve the Minutes of the meetings held on 13 June 2016
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 13 June 2016, having been previously circulated, 
were agreed and signed by the Chairman following amendments.

4. Matters Arising
a) Safe Route to School

Councillor C Pearson, with help from Warwickshire County Councillor John Horner, 
has secured funding for safety improvements for the village. These will include       
advisory flashing 20mph speed limit at school start and finish times on Bearley Road, 
Smiths Lane and The Green. There will also be two improved crossing points either 
side of the curve on Wolverton Road, and a footpath on School Road on the grass 
verge by Bell Lane. Funding from WCC for these is “locked in”.
Councillors expressed their grateful thanks to Councillors C Pearson and J Horner for 
their commitment to this issue and for such a positive outcome.
Councillor C Pearson agreed that she would write to Mr Graham Stanley of the    
Highways Authority for further analysis of the data arising from the traffic speed   
survey on Wolverton Road.
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b) Cycle Route
Councillor J Horner was still investigating the rights of way and signage regarding the 
proposed cycle route on Old Kings Lane.

c) Hurdlers Lane
Following a meeting with a number of residents of Hurdlers Lane and Councillors       
P Blanchard and P Cox,
Councillor P Blanchard agreed to contact the Environmental Health at Stratford       
District Council with a view to obtaining advice with regards to the damp and mould 
issues at some properties on Hurdlers Lane.

d) Illegal Tipping on Land at Ingon Lane/Duffins Piece
Councillor J Horner reported that this issue was in the hands of the Environment 
Agency, but was now back with the County Council.

e) Sports Club Proposal
It was reported that a meeting had taken place and the Parish Council were awaiting 
further information.

f) Dog Fouling
The Clerk distributed leaflets and flyers which she had received from the Dog Warden
and was also asked to contact the Dog Warden to ask if she could make her presence 
known in the village but particularly in the vicinity of the school where dog fouling 
had become a real issue.

g) Trees on Allotments
Councillor C Kimberley had received a quote for £300.00 plus VAT for the removal of 
trees on allotments and was requested to obtain further quotes.

h) Speeding Vans
The Clerk had written a courteous letter to CASS asking if drivers could respect the 
speed limit, but she had not received a reply.  The matter was to remain on the 
agenda for the next meeting.

i) Bus Route
Following a recent request from a parishioner suggesting a change of the bus route, 
the Clerk reported that the revised bus route would take place from September 2016
as follows:
Travel from Ingon Lane, past the war memorial to Park Lane, and along Church Road 
before turning onto Smiths Lane. This extra ‘loop’ around the village would enable 
those living at the Park Lane end of the village, who have difficulty walking, to        
embark and disembark the bus nearer to their homes.

j) Sir Stephen Hales Charity
Councillor C Kimberley continued to make progress regarding the reinstatement of 
this charity and she suggested appointing three Trustees.

k)  Seasonal Planting of Village Tubs
Councillor D Tweed & Mrs M Tweed were thanked for their hard work and 
commitment to the replanting of the Seasonal Flower Tubs in the village and      
members confirmed that they would be pleased for Councillor & Mrs Tweed to     
continue with their work.

5. To Receive Comments & Observations from County Councillor
Councillor J Horner reported that the Government is restarting after the Referendum 
and Cabinet reshuffle and as yet, there were no reports of changes to Local                
Government.
Councillor J Horner also reported the West Midlands Combined Authority had been 
formed with Warwickshire and Stratford on Avon as both non-constituent members. 
The Leader of Warwickshire had been appointed to the WMCA Cabinet with 
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responsibility for finance. This had caused some distress to other leaders of 
non-constituent members.

6. To Receive Comments & Observations from District Councillor
Councillor P Richards was unable to attend the meeting but had submitted the following
report to the Clerk;
1) Core Strategy adoption - as I mentioned we have Full Council today to discuss and

adopt the core strategy or reject it. Having received the Inspectors report back on 
22nd June, he has indicated that the plan is sound and that it is in a position to be 
adopted fully. We anticipate that to happen today although we are expecting some 
challenges from the actions groups that have been involved throughout the 
process. These challenges and their detail have already been put to the inspector 
during his public  inspection process and were dismissed, so whilst we don't expect 
the plan to be delayed any further, these challenges will still be put forward. The 
number of houses required to be built as part of the CS are 14,600 and we need to 
show a 5 yr housing land supply, which we currently do.

2) West Midlands Combined Authority - The WMCA has now been formed into a legal 
entity (as of 17th June). At this stage the 7 mets will be focused on electing a mayor 
but we continue to have a seat at the table and are reassured that we will maintain 
our powers over planning, recycling etc.

3) Syrian Families - On 27th June SDC confirmed that it would be housing 5 Syrian 
refugee families, all of whom will be housed in Stratford town centre to provide      
access to amenities, schools and work. The families will be in private rented
accommodation, funded by the Home office.

4) Business Support - Earlier this year the council opened the doors of Venture House, a 
new state of the art business centre in Stratford on Avon. In conjunction with the
CWLEP, SDC is offering free business support at Venture house which includes 
mentoring, coaching, business planning, access to finance, exporting alive and 
apprenticeship opportunities. This is a fantastic opportunity for small businesses 
across the district to benefit from free expert advice to grow their businesses and 
demonstrates a commitment from SDC to the businesses in the district.  Similarly the 
council had agreed to provide free planning advice and business rate relief to new 
shop owners in Stratford town centre in an effort to fill the empty shops and bring 
life back to the town.

7. Finance
a) The Parish Clerk circulated schedules of Income and Expenditure relating to June 

2016 and the schedules were accepted.
b) Councillor P Blanchard asked the Clerk to look into the cost of repair of a street light 

on Bell Lane which was broken.
c) The Clerk had obtained quotations from electricity suppliers and Councillor A Jones 

agreed to analyse the figures and report back to a future meeting.
d) Grant Applications

The Clerk had received grant applications for funding from two organisations and she
was asked to circulate copies by email to members.

8. Planning
The Clerk had previously circulated a schedule relating to all current planning 
applications.
Members asked the Clerk to withdraw the Councils previous objection in relation to 
planning application 16/00293 – 12 Park Lane.
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9. Flooding
Councillor P Blanchard reported that he had attended a site visit of the construction of 
the culvert by pass and anticipated that works could be completed by March 2017.

Councillor Mrs C Pearson thanked Peter & Sylvia Morlidge for their dogged pursuit of 
flood alleviation measures within Snitterfield and expressed that their perseverance 
over the course of the last 9 years had immeasurably decreased the flood risk to the 
village.

10. Correspondence
The Parish Clerk had not received any correspondence.

11. SACC Grant
Councillor C Pearson reported that speed surveys were carried out from 28th June until 
4th July on Wolverton Road and Bearley Road. The results for Monday 4th July on 
Wolverton Road were incomplete due to a technical problem. This is a complex set of 
data that needed detailed analysis that the Parish Council was to perform.

12. Neighbourhood Plan
The six week consultation on the pre-submission draft neighbourhood plan ended on 
7th July.
All representations received will be taken into account and will inform possible        
modifications to the Neighbourhood Development Plan before it is formally submitted 
to the Local Authority. It is anticipated that all responses will have been fully considered 
by September.

13. Village Hall Planning Application
There was nothing further to report at the present time.

14. Observations from Parish Councillors
Councillor C Kimberley raised the subject of Trustees of the Village Hall and it was 
agreed that new Trustees would be chosen following any Parish Council election and   
registered with the Land Registry.
Councillor C Kimberley expressed concern regarding mature trees that had been felled 
on Kings Lane, Snitterfield, and the hedgerow removed, between the entrance to the 
Fruit Farm shop and the entrance to the Old Kings Lane permissive way for 
pedestrians/cyclists. The Clerk was asked to email Lech Kokan.
Councillor A Jones was still to look into broken play equipment at one of the play areas.
Councillor C Pearson asked for the Clerk to update details held with the Charity 
Commission and to submit the Parish Councils accounts once they had been audited.
Councillor P Blanchard asked the Clerk to contact Mr John Brown, County Council 
Highways Authority regarding the hoarding at the Fox Hunter Site.

15. Public Questions
Mr P Elliott reported that following a meeting at the Sports & Social Club, the Club had 
received 124 votes to carry out the proposed development with 3 abstaining and 14 
against the development.

The meeting finished at 10.25pm
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