
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
ON MONDAY 10 JULY 2017, COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM

PRESENT 
Councillor P Blanchard (Chair) 
Councillor Mrs P Cox
Councillor Mrs C Elliott
Councillor Ms C Kimberley
Councillor Mrs C Pearson
County Councillor Mrs A Parry
6 members of the public

Public Participation
Mr A McConnell addressed the Parish Council regarding a planning application which had 
been submitted (W17/ 01423LBC, The Old Cottage, Brookside) and asked the Parish Council 
for its support.

Mr R Yendall asked the Parish Council if there was any update regarding the proposed works 
at the Sports Club and the Chairman confirmed that there was no update at present, but the
Working Group were due to meet in the near future. 

Mr K Chatland asked if there was a need to cut the grass so far back on the verge on Park 
Lane as he felt that to leave the grass and wild flowers to flourish it encouraged wildlife.  The
Clerk was asked to take up the matter with Councillor D Tweed and Mees Wood the grass 
cutting contractor.

1. Apologies
Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors G Norris and D Tweed.

2. Declarations of Interest
Councillor Mrs C Elliott declared a pecuniary interest arising from the item regarding the 
proposed development at the Sports Club and took no part in the discussion or voting 
thereon. 

3. To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 12 June 2017
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 12 June 2017, having been previously circulated, 
were agreed and signed by the Chairman.

4. Matters Arising
a) Safe Route to School

Councillor Mrs C Pearson was to progress the matter relating to a disabled parking 
space near the school entrance and also improve the road markings outside of the 
school.

b) Cycle Route – Old Kings Lane
The Clerk was asked to order a new ‘Permissive Way’ sign as the last one had been 
stolen.  The Clerk was asked to arrange for Beck & Co to erect the signage when 
appropriate. 
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c) Hurdlers Lane
Councillor P Blanchard reported that he had met with Douglas Doherty, who was the 
Vice Chairman of Warwickshire Rural Housing Association.  A report was being 
prepared and he would make contact with Councillor P Blanchard when this was avail-
able. 

d) Illegal Tipping on Land at Ingon Lane/Duffins Piece
The owner had until 31 May 2017 to fully comply with the notice which requires the 
removal of all waste brought onto the land from elsewhere and the permanent 
cessation of the use of the land for the deposit and storage of waste materials. This 
enforcement notice had been properly entered onto Stratford District Council’s 
enforcement register.  Councillor Mrs A Parry was asked to look into the matter now 
that the closing date had passed. 

e) Sports Club
Councillor P Blanchard confirmed that a meeting of the Working Group was to be held
in the near future to progress the matter of the proposed development at the Sports 
Club.

f) Dog Fouling
Councillor Mrs C Elliott was asked to obtain prices for the necessary signage at the 
Sports Club now that the Sports Club had installed CCTV.  The Parish Council would 
then consider meeting the cost of such signage as the CCTV should act as a deterrent 
for the constant dog fouling on the land.

g) Sir Stephen Hales Charity
Councillor C Kimberley continued to make progress regarding the reinstatement of 
this charity, but still needed to obtain various pieces of information before the matter 
could be progressed.

h)  Street Lighting
The Clerk confirmed that an order has been submitted for the purchase of the two 
street lights required on Park Lane and Mr A Jones had previously agreed to accept 
their delivery. 

 i) Village Signage
The Clerk confirmed that she had sent an email to Tony Perks at the District Council 
regarding the broken road name sign on Kings lane, which were now on the waiting 
list for replacement.  The Clerk was asked to add Hale’s Close and Dutton’s Close to 
the list for repair or replacement. 

j) Website
Councillor Mrs C Pearson had purchased the domain name 
snitterfieldparishcouncil.org.uk. Work would commence on the new website in the 
summer.

k) Benches
Following the agreement to place 2 benches near the telephone kiosk a budget of 
£600 was set for the two benches and the Clerk was asked to contact the two 
residents who had offered a financial contribution to discuss costs.

5.  Report from County Councillor Mrs A Parry 
Councillor Mrs A Parry County Councillor Reported that she continued to be involved in 
the extensive induction programme and spending much time developing relationships 
with key officer contacts. Over the last few weeks she had attended transportation 

2



briefings, community briefings and visited the Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service, 
which do an outstanding job saving lives on roads and in buildings, as well as playing a 
key role in animal rescue. 
The Warwickshire Fire Service has a 75% success rate of reaching an RTA or Fire within 
ten minutes from receiving the call – which is impressive in view of the rural outreach of 
the district. 
Councillor Mrs Parry had followed up the situation with regard to the Disabled Bay in 
front of the Village Hall on Bearley Road, for disabled visitors to the Hall and the School. 
Graham Stanley had advised that WCC are currently drawing up proposals so that they 
can get written permission from the Village Hall to install the marking. WCC will also be 
improving the access outside the front of the school so that the drop crossing meets 
current DDA regulations. 
WCC hosted a Three Tier Planning Assembly on 29th June in conjunction with 
Stratford-on-Avon District Council and WALC at Stratford Race Course, which proved an 
excellent and engaging communications event between county, district and parish 
councillors. It was emphasised the importance of attendance by parish councils at 
planning committee meetings when submitting objections or support on applications 
which trigger the application to be heard at committee. 
A transport budget and communities grant meeting is being held at the end of July when 
further details in respect of criteria for qualifying projects will be advised. 
The next Full Council Meeting is being held on Tuesday 18 July 2017. 

6. Report from Stratford District Councillor – Councillor P Richards reported as follows:
Peter Richards reported that the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a fixed rate 
charge that developers will pay for each square metre of additional floor space. This will 
be paid at the start of development or through phased payments during construction.
We are still waiting for our Inspectors Report on the final document prior to adoption. 
Initially we expected that report towards the end of January, however we are now told 
that we can expect the final report by the end of August, once the Inspector has
reviewed all her post-hearing submissions.
The Transport Strategy
Throughout April, the Council conducted a public consultation on its joint Transport 
Strategy, the results of which are being compiled by external  specialists.
We expect to have first sight of those results on 20th July, from which, provided there are
no significant changes required, a final draft plan will be published.
Birmingham Road Scheme
At the end of June it was announced in the Local Press that the Birmingham Road 
improvement scheme had received funding from Warwickshire County Council and that 
work could begin as soon as the end of this year.
The scheme’s funding bid was submitted to the Capital Investment Fund of WCC  in June 
and is due to be put before Cabinet for a final decision on 13th July with that decision be-
ing ratified by full Council on 18th July.
Running alongside that is an application for joint funding to the Draft National 
Productivity Investment Fund, one of only two permitted by Councils and one which I 
know our MP Nadhim Zahawi has put his weight behind.
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Clearly we will know the result of the internal funding application shortly and we expect 
the DfT application to receive a decision in early Autumn. These two applications demon-
strate the priority that the Council are giving to improvements to the Birmingham Road.
Once we have confirmation of a successful internal funding bid, the final design work can
be done to bring the entire scheme forward and in reality we anticipate work to begin in 
at the end of the first quarter of 2018.
South West Relief Road
In the past two months the Stratford Herald has been running a regular discussion page 
relating to the SWRR, the new relief road that was adopted as part of our Core Strategy.
A great deal has been said about the validity of its inclusion in the local plan, appropriate 
consultation in the lead up to its adoption and the need to look at alternative options.
The majority, if not all of that work, was undertaken throughout the Core Strategy 
process. It was then publically examined and subsequently signed off by the Government
Planning Inspector as sound. Its inclusion in our final adopted local plan does mean that 
the principle of the road has now been set.
We are now at a stage where the developer is working closely with the District and 
County Councils, the HCA and the environment agency, along with the other statutory 
consultees, to look at viable options for the roads design and alignment before 
submitting a planning application.
It is important to know that if the SWRR is challenged to the point where it needs to be 
removed from our plan, it does render the Core Strategy out of date and therefore 
potentially opens the District up to further development in line with the NPPF. It could 
also mean that the Long Marston development is delayed or potentially doesn’t go 
ahead, as the delivery of the road is a requirement before the delivery of the 
majority of that housing is permitted.
I don’t think that is going to be the case, the work done by the Council prior to adoption 
was thorough and the evidence was found sound by the Government Planning Inspector. 
The Government even gave the development Garden Village Status. However I felt it 
important to inform the Parish Council of the state of play and bring some balance to the
reporting in the local press.
As portfolio holder I have commissioned a report that will summarise the work done to 
date and include all the evidence, public consultation and Inspector comments relevant 
to the road. That report should then put to bed any concerns over the validity of its  
inclusion.
Infrastructure Projects
A significant amount of work has been undertaken in the last six months to identify a 
number of infrastructure projects for the district. Through the Cabinet we have 
identified 25 short, medium and long term projects that we feel are important to the 
district.
From that long list, we have then identified six projects as priority projects and the 
council is now developing full business cases for each of those projects to get them to a 
'shovel ready' status. Each project has been considered on its own merits, on its ability to
be delivered and the time scale in which it can be delivered.
This is a very positive step for the council and it puts us on the front foot where we can 
be proactive over seeking funding through the various funding channels, including the 
WMCA, the CWLEP and the recently announced £2.3bn Infrastructure Fund.
The six projects that have been identified from an Infrastructure Programme Review 
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report include:
• Upper Avon Navigation - A joint initiative between Stratford-on-Avon and Warwick 

District Councils working with the Avon Navigation Trust (ANT) to open up the Upper 
Avon for navigation between Stratford-upon-Avon and Warwick and connect to the 
Grand Union canal forming the  'South Warwickshire Waterway'.

• Studley Enterprise Centre - The opportunity to boost business growth and jobs in the 
town through the redevelopment of a County Council owned building into a 'Venture-
House' styled business centre.

• Wellesbourne Innovation Campus - An opportunity to build a strong partnership with 
Warwick University in developing facilities for a new high technology campus at Welles-
bourne - attracting inward investment and stimulating economic growth and  jobs.

• Priory Square Regeneration, Studley - The next phase of development of a disused site 
in the centre of Studley, working with private developers  to create an innovative 
live/work scheme on the former Co-op site.

• Improved cycle routes and bike rental scheme.
• Improved electric vehicle infrastructure for Stratford-upon-Avon.
Leisure Centre
This week the Stratford Leisure Centre was named as Centre of the Year in the 2017 
Flame Awards.
The achievement comes in recognition of the centre's high-quality facilities and 
commitment to improving health and wellbeing in the local community.
Stratford Leisure Centre has continued to improve its facilities after undergoing an 
extensive refurbishment in 2015, and a recent £250,000 upgrade to its fitness suite 
means members now benefit from the latest industry technology.

6. Finance
a) The Parish Clerk circulated schedules of Income and Expenditure relating to June 2017 

and the schedules were agreed unanimously and signed by the Chairman.
b) A grant application had been received from Snipe requesting funding of £690 towards 

the running costs of the Newsletter and it was agreed unanimously to grant £690 to 
the organisation.

It was also agreed that a Councillors signature was not required on any grant application.

9. Planning
The Clerk had previously circulated a schedule relating to all current planning applica-
tions which is appended to these minutes.

10. Flooding
Councillor C Pearson confirmed the area near the telephone kiosk had now been 
resurfaced, but expressed concern regarding the dry replacement turf that had been laid 
near to the church.  Councillor Elliott agreed to arrange for watering to take place.  

11. Correspondence 
The Audit & Standards Committee had circulated an email regarding a review of the 
Code of Conduct and the Chairman agreed to write a response to the District Council.
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12. Standing Orders
Councillors P Blanchard and C Kimberley were to review the Orders for submission to a 
future meeting.

13. Speeding
Councillors Mrs C Pearson & Mrs P Cox confirmed that they now had for 6 volunteers to 
join the Community Speed Watch Scheme.

14. Neighbourhood Plan
At the June Parish Council (PC) meeting approval was given for a letter to be sent to 
Stratford District Council (SDC) outlining the recommended modifications in the 
Examiner’s Report of the Neighbourhood Plan that the PC wished to be considered 
further. 
Following this, a meeting took place on 15th June between members of the 
Neighbourhood Plan Committee (NPC), Neil Pearce (Planning Consultant), and Matthew 
Neil (Policy Officer SDC) to discuss those specific modifications and it was agreed that 
Matthew Neil would review the PC proposals with colleagues and make 
recommendations back to the NPC.

15. Village Hall Planning Application
Councillor P Blanchard reported that there had been a meeting with The Big Lottery and 
suggestions had been made to increase the storage area, refurbish the kitchen, reset the 
ridge tiles, replace the front door with a powder coated aluminium door and increase the
size of the proposed new toilet block.

16. Observations from Parish Councillors
Councillor C Kimberley asked if all the past minutes of the Parish Council could be 
uploaded to the website and it was agreed that this was appropriate.

Councillor Kimberley suggested changes to the planning procedure and it was agreed 
that comments should be made on drop box within two weeks, and then be reviewed 
before the Clerk submits final comments to SDC.

Councillor Mrs C Elliott reported that the last Community Café held on 2 July 2017 was 
successful.

Councillor Mrs Elliott asked if the Clerk could arrange for Mees Wood to cut back the 
nettles and brambles on Bell Lane as they had grown significantly in the recent weeks 
and this was causing a problem for pedestrians.

Councillor Mrs C Elliott reported that the notice boards were in need of refurbishment 
and the Clerk was asked to contact Beck and Co, in liaison with the Chairman to obtain 
quotes for works.

Councillor Mrs C Elliott reported that the Church now had a new Vicar.
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Councillor Mrs C Pearson raised concern regarding the finials on the school roof as they 
were deteriorating over time.  Councillor Mrs A Parry suggested approaching WCC 
Landfill Trust and the Entrust which had now been expanded to a ten mile radius.

Councillor P Blanchard was working with Councillor D Tweed to gather ideas and costs 
for new play equipment.

17. Observations from members of the public
Mr K Chatland raised concern regarding the dangerous crossroad junction near the 
Mercedes Garage and Councillor Mrs A Parry was aware of the high number of casualties
at this junction and was to address the matter with the Highways Department as a 
matter of some urgency.

Mr & Mrs Turner asked for an update regarding the Cycle Route.

18. Confidential Minute
Under Section 100A of the Local Government Act 1972 the public and press were 
excluded from the meeting for this item by reason of the likely disclosure of exempt 
information relating to an individual, information which is likely to reveal the identity of 
an individual, and information relating to the financial or business affairs of any 
particular person.  
As a Private and confidential matter, all non-Parish Councillors left the room to allow 
discussions to proceed. 

Mr Paul Smith had submitted an application for members to consider and following 
discussions by Councillors it was agreed that Mr Paul Smith be co-opted on to the Parish 
Council at the next meeting.
The Clerk was asked to notify Mr Smith giving details of the Parish Council’s decision.

The meeting finished at 9.20pm

Appendix 1
Planning Schedule – June 2017 

Application 
Number

Application Details Comments 
required by

SPC Comment SDC Comment

16/03227/FUL Hollow Meadow Farm, Kings Lane
Retrospective application for 
change of use of building to a do-
mestic garage/storage unit and for 
the change of use of land sur-
rounding the proposed 
garage/storage unit from agricul-
tural to residential curtilage (use 
Class C3)

07/11/16 Objection 
Withdrawn
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16/03986/FUL Pilgrim Cottage
Demolition of existing dwelling and
garage and erection of a
replacement dwelling and double 
garage

12/6/17 No 
representation 

Granted

17/00765/FUL Snitterfield Fruit Farm
Proposed new vehicular access 
track

12/04/17 Object

17/01109/FUL Avebury, Smith’s Lane
Single storey side and rear exten-
sions

30/06/17 Object

17/01110/LBC Avebury, Smith’s Lane
Single storey side and rear exten-
sions

30/06/17 Object

17/01247/FUL Grange Meadow, Ingon Lane
Proposed conversion of existing 
steel portal frame storage building 
and concrete buildings to private 
dwelling house with garage and 
pool.

07/06/17 Object

17/01351FUL Ashcroft Stud, The Green
Installation of covered horse walker

14/06/17 Support 

17/01423/LBC The Old Cottage, Brookside
Proposed structural repairs to 
timber frame, part reconstruction 
of brick plinth and brick infill 
panels, replacement of  'w20' steel 
and modern storm-proof timber 
window frames. Reduction of floor 
levels within cat-slide extension, 
removal of quarry tile floor tiles 
and replacement with welsh slate 
flags to cat-slide extension and 
matching lias to main dwelling. 
replacement roof structure to 
cat-slide extension reusing existing 
roof tiles. removal of brick fireplace
and hearth and reopening of 
original fireplace. leveling first floor
bathroom floor retaining existing 
floor joists

03/07/17 Support
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17/01594/FUL Avon Lodge, Ryon Hill, 
Warwick Road, SOA
A five bedroom dwelling

26/07/17

17/01721/FUL Babe Ke Farm, 
Stratford Northern Bypass 
Proposed : Use of Land for religious
festival for 14 days per year 
including the erection of 
marquees, toilets, temporary tents,
caravans and portable offices 

24/07/17

Tree Preservation Orders

Application 
Number

Application Detail Comments 
rquired by

SPC Comment SDC Comment

17/01670/TREE Charnwood, Smith’s Lane
T1 - Goat Willow - Reduce height 
by approx 50% to 15ft and reduce
spread by approx 50%

27/06/17 Support

Planning Appeals

Spitfire Properties, Appleton House, Church Road APP/J3720/W/16/3167715
Appeal made for the erection of 7 dwelling houses, re-alignment of vehicular access off 
Church Road and associated development – APPEAL ALLOWED 

Cedarwood, Smiths Lane APP/J3720/D/17/3173309 
Appeal made for the proposed demolition of existing garden store and domestic workshop, 
erection of new garden store, domestic workshop and summerhouse – APPEAL DISMISSED
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