
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON
MONDAY 13 JUNE 2016, COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM

PRESENT 
Councillor P Blanchard (Chairman)
Councillor Ms P Cox
Councillor Mrs C Elliott
Councillor A Jones
Councillor Ms C Kimberley
Councillor Ms C Pearson
Councillor D Tweed
County Councillor J Horner

2 members of the public

Public Participation

Mr P Baker addressed the Parish Council regarding planning application number 
16/01030/FUL for the proposed conversion of barn to dwelling incorporating part 
retrospective single storey alteration to existing extension at Snitterfield Fruit Farm , Kings 
Lane, Snitterfield, CV37 0QA and 16/01031/LBC  - proposed conversion of barn to dwelling 
incorporating part retrospective single storey alteration to existing extension at Snitterfield 
Fruit Farm , Kings Lane, Snitterfield, CV37 0QA.

Mr Baker was requested to write to the Clerk giving full details including background           
information and members agreed to reconsider their decision.

1. Apologies                                                                                                                                  
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor G Norris and                          
District Councillor P Richards.

2. Declarations of Interest
Councillors C Elliott and C Pearson declared a personal interest arising from the item 
regarding the Proposed Development at the Sports Club in item 4(g) below.
Councillor P Blanchard declared a personal interest in planning application number 
16/01293/TREE and took no part in the discussion or voting thereon.
Councillor P Blanchard also declared a financial interest arising from the finance 
schedule.

3. To approve the Minutes of the meetings held on 9 & 31 May 2016
The Minutes of the Meetings held on 9 & 31 May 2016, having been previously          
circulated, were agreed and signed by the Chairman following amendments.

4. Matters Arising
a) Safe Route to School

Councillor C Pearson reported that Mr Graham Stanley, Senior Engineer, Traffic and
Road Safety Group, WCC, had advised that WCC had conducted a speed survey at 
Bearley Road and spot surveys at Wolverton Road and that WCC would be           
contacting the School after half term to arrange a meeting to discuss proposals, and
then arrange a meeting with the Parish Council.
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Councillor A Jones proposed asking WCC and the School, that a Parish Councillor   
attend the meeting to avoid duplication of effort. Councillor Pearson was to liaise 
with WCC and Sarah Plaskitt, Executive Head.

b) Cycle Route
Councillor J Horner was still investigating the rights of way and signage regarding 
the proposed cycle route.

c) Queen’s 90th Birthday
Councillor C Pearson reported positively  following the Street Party, which had 
taken place on Sunday 12 June 2016.  The road closure had also operated without 
any problems.

d) Road Closure Signs
6 road closure signs had been delivered and were to be stored at the following   
locations for ease of access;
2 at Bell Brook Farm - Councillor A Jones for use on Snitterfield Lane
1 at Village Hall for use on Bearley Road
1 at Sports Club for use on Wolverton Road
1 at the shop for use on Smiths Lane
1 for Gospel Oak Lane to be stored with Mrs A Farr, Dove Close

e) Hurdlers Lane
Councillor Mrs P Cox gave an overview to date regarding the on-going problems of 
damp and mould at some of the properties in Hurdlers Close, highlighting one    
particular property where a new kitchen had been fitted.
Councillor P Cox requested that the Clerk contact the Housing Association to       
pursue the matter and ask for a copy of the report which had still not been received
and to request a full update regarding the proposed heating system.

f) Illegal Tipping on Land at Ingon Lane/Duffins Piece
Councillor J Horner reported that this issue was now in the hands of the                 
Environment Agency.

g) Sports Club Proposal
It was reported that a meeting had taken place and the Parish Council were     
awaiting further information.

h) Dog Fouling
The Clerk had written to the Dog Warden and Environmental Health regarding the 
issue of bagged and non bagged dog waste, but had not received reply and was 
therefore requested to pursue this matter.

i) Trees on Allotments
Due to the encroachment of trees on allotments, it had not been possible to let one
of the plots and it was therefore agreed that Councillor C Kimberley would contact 
Mees Wood and request that they carry out a full assessment in order to establish 
which trees needed permission for removal.
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Councillor C Kimberley agreed to request a full inspection and costings and report 
back to the Parish Council.

`
j) Speeding Vans

Councillor Mrs C Pearson reported that vans from a local business had been driving 
at speed through the village and the Clerk was asked to write a courteous letter the
company asking if drivers could respect the speed limit.

k) Bus Route
Councillor C Kimberley had received correspondence from a parishioner suggesting 
a change of the bus route.

 At present the 229 bus travels along Ingon Lane, White Horse Hill, and Smiths Lane 
before going on to Bearley and takes the same route through the village when     
going in the opposite direction. It was considered that it would be more beneficial if
the bus were to go from Ingon Lane, past the war memorial to Park Lane, and along
Church Road before turning onto Smiths Lane. This extra ‘loop’ around the village 
would enable those living at the Park Lane end of the village, who have difficulty 
walking, to embark and disembark the bus nearer to their homes.
It was agreed that the Clerk would write the bus company to put forward this      
suggestion.

5. To Receive Comments & Observations from County Councillor
Councillor J Horner reported that there were no items beyond the County Council    
delivering business as usual services. Westminster appeared to have shut down until 
after the Referendum. The County Council was working up a new budget for the 
period 2017 to 2020 to accommodate the additional savings that had been requested 
by HMG last December. The Lobbying by HMG for Warwickshire to join the West    
Midlands Combined Authority was intense but, apart from allowing the Combined   
Authorities to increase their combined borrowing ceiling, there had been no               
indication, to date, of additional funding if WCC where to become a constituent    
member and accept a Metro Mayor to cover West Midlands County and                  
Warwickshire.

6. Finance
a)  The Parish Clerk circulated schedules of Income and Expenditure relating to        

May 2016 and the schedule was accepted. Click here for schedule

b) Following the recent audit it was agreed that the Clerk would look to update the 
Fixed Assets Register, liaising with Councillor Mrs C Elliott before the end of the   
current financial year.

7. Planning
The Clerk had previously circulated a schedule relating to all current planning             
applications.
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8. Flooding
Councillor C Pearson reported that she had received a template which would enable 
her to work on the Emergency Plan and was to complete the plan with the Chairman 
of the Flood Group, Mr Peter Morlidge. 
The Flood Group had asked if the Parish Council would consider funding for a new 
trash screen at a cost of £3475.00 at the Bearley Brook. There were no grants        
available from SDC, WCC or EA as they had committed all reserves to the Bypass 
Scheme. Councillor C Pearson reported that the current screen was not adequate for 
the volume of water now coming down the Bearley Brook, as it blinds and is            
dangerous for volunteers trying to clear debris and Councillor Pearson suggested that 
the Parish Council meet on site with the Flood Group to discuss the matter, which 
Councillor Pearson would arrange.

9. Correspondence
The Parish Clerk had received a letter relating to electricity consumption for street 
lights and she was asked to contact suggested suppliers to obtain prices in order to 
compare prices.

10.  SACC Grant
Councillor C Pearson suggested proceeding with traffic surveys at Wolverton Road and
Bearley Road to provide complete and comparative data. The date was set for            
27 June 2016 and was for the duration of one week.

11. Neighbourhood Plan
Councillor C Kimberley reported that the six week consultation on the pre-submission 
Draft Neighbourhood Plan began on 26th May. A public notice was printed in the 
Stratford Herald, and as reported at the last Parish Council meeting, a printed copy of 
the Neighbourhood Plan was delivered to all households. An Open Day was held at the
Village Hall on 28th May and 44 had people attended, which was a low figure,         
compared with the previous Open Days held during the preparation of the plan.
A copy of the draft plan is available on the snitterfield neighbourhood plan website 
and comments can be submitted online, or a comment form can be completed and 
emailed to ndpsnitterfield@outlook.com.  Written responses may also be put into the 
‘ballot type’ boxes that have been placed in the shop, pub and at the Sports Club. 

 
12.  Village Hall Planning Application

There was nothing further to report at the time of the meeting except that the plans 
had been submitted to the District Council.

13.  Observations from Parish Councillors
Councillor C Kimberley expressed her wish to reinstate the Sir Stephen Hales Charity 
and that she had contacted the Charity Commission who had confirmed that the   
charity was currently ceased as it did not operate and was removed from the register 
on 2 September 2009.
The Clerk was requested to add this item to the next agenda.
Councillor C Kimberley was concerned regarding the number of outstanding planning 
matters and it was agreed that she would draw up a list which she would forward to 
Councillor P Richards.
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Councillor Mrs C Elliott expressed concern regarding a bin that was situated in the 
cemetery.  Whilst the bin was being used for rubbish, it was not being emptied and it 
was and it was therefore agreed, that the Clerk contact Beck & Co to obtain a price for
the removal of the bin.
Councillor A Jones raised concern over a piece of play equipment that was broken in 
the large playing field and he was to look into the matter of its repair.
Councillor P Blanchard asked the Clerk to look into the cost of repair of a street light 
on Bell Lane which was broken.
Councillor P Blanchard had received a letter from a local resident regarding the    
hoarding at the Fox Hunter site and the Clerk was requested to contact the County 
Council following an agreement that had been put in place to make safe the visual     
aspect for motorists and other road users.
Councillor P Blanchard had received an email from a local resident regarding the lack 
of signal for mobile phone users on the Vodafone network.

14. Public Questions
Mr K Chatland enquired as to whether the Village Hall was considered a Community 
Asset and Councillor C Kimberley confirmed that it was.
Mr K Chatland also referred to an amount of fly tipping that had been removed from a
ditch on Snitterfield Lane, but following his contact with the District Council is was still 
present.

15. Closed Finance Session
Following correspondence from WALC regarding revised pay scales, it was agreed that 
the Clerks salary be raised as set out in the spread sheets previously circulated to 
members.

The meeting finished at 10.20pm
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