
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON
MONDAY 9 MAY 2016, COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM

PRESENT 
Councillor P Blanchard (Chairman)
Councillor A Jones
Councillor Ms C Kimberley
Councillor G Norris
Councillor Ms C Pearson
Councillor D Tweed
Councillor J Horner
Councillor P Richards
2 members of the public

Public Participation
There were no concerns raised by members of the public.

1. Apologies
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P Cox & C Elliott.

2. Nomination of Chairman
It was proposed by Councillor G Norris and seconded by Councillor A Jones that       
Councillor P Blanchard be nominated as Chairman for the ensuing year. 

RESOLVED: That Councillor P Blanchard be elected Chairman for the ensuing year.

3. Declarations of Interest
Councillors C Pearson and G Norris declared a personal interest arising from the item 
regarding the Proposed Development at the Sports Club. Item 6 (g) below.

Councillor P Blanchard declared a personal interest in planning application number 
16/01293/TREE and took no part in the discussion or voting thereon.

4. Nomination of Vice Chairman
It was proposed by Councillor P Blanchard and seconded by Councillor G Norris that 
Councillor A Jones be nominated as Vice Chairman for the ensuing year. 

RESOLVED: That Councillor A Jones be elected Vice Chairman for the ensuing year.

5. Appointment of Special Responsibilities
The following Councillors were assigned to Special Responsibilities as set out below:

Flood Alleviation Committee Councillor C Pearson
Village Fete Committee Councillor C Pearson
Village Hall Management Committee Councillor P Blanchard
Allotments Councillor C Kimberley
Playing Fields & Grass Cutting Councillor D Tweed
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Cemetery Councillor P Cox
Public Footpaths Councillor C Elliott
Press Correspondent Councillor G Norris
Maintenance of Defibrillator Councillor C Elliott
Neighbourhood Plan Committee Councillors P Cox, C Kimberley 

& P Blanchard

6. Appointment of Bank Signatories
It was RESOLVED that Councillors P Blanchard, C Kimberley & C Elliott remain as 
signatories for the Lloyds bank account.

7. Date & Time of Meetings
It was RESOLVED that meetings of this Parish Council would continue to be held on the
second Monday of each month except for the month of August and commence at 
7.30pm unless  otherwise required.

8. To approve the Minutes of the meetings held on 11 April 2016
The Minutes of the Meetings held on 11 April 2016, having been previously circulated, 
were agreed and signed by the Chairman following amendments.

9. To Receive Comments & Observations from District Councillor
Councillor P Richards reported that The Core Strategy continued to be the District 
Councils main concern and following the first examination in public of the draft plan a 
number of modifications were made before being resubmitted to the Planning            
Inspectorate.
A second round of public examination took place through December and January with 
further modifications being made to the plan, in line with the comments made by Pete
Drew the appointed Planning Inspector. 
In his most recent update, the Inspector has indicated that he is minded to find the 
plan sound, subject to the consultation on the final modifications. 

Management Restructure 
As of 31st March the Council voted for a major restructuring of its senior                  
management, replacing the previous Chief Executive role with four Executive Director 
positions. 
Not only will the council benefit from a cost saving in excess of £100,000 per year but 
it will also bring its management into line with that of many other councils across the 
country and should allow for a better provision of services to the residents of the     
district. 

10. To Receive Comments & Observations from County Councillor
Councillor J Horner reported that Phillip Seccombe, Stratford District Councillor has 
been  elected the new Police and Crime Commissioner and as a Conservative would be
expected to follow Government policy and take over the fire and rescue services from 
the County Council as soon as legislation has been enacted. 

Warwickshire County Council Trading Standards Service has launched a new                
information campaign to warn consumers about the dangers of sharing their personal 
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and financial information in marketing related questionnaires, surveys and “prize 
draw” forms. Research shows that consumers often inadvertently give "consent" to   
receiving marketing by post or telephone, perhaps not noticing the small print about 
how their information will be shared. 

Warwickshire Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hub (MASH) has begun operations from its 
base in Warwick. Safeguarding children and adults is a priority for all agencies in       
Warwickshire and the issues and challenges it poses span far beyond the remit of any 
single organisation. The MASH brings together Children and Adult Safeguarding         
Services, the Police, Health services and other partners involved in safeguarding, in      
order to respond to the challenges posed by safeguarding our most vulnerable           
residents. The primary focus of the MASH will be on early engagement and providing 
support to potentially vulnerable children, adults and their families. It will do this by   
collating and sharing information through a multi-disciplinary team of professionals 
who asses risk, threat and harm in order to act swiftly to keep children, adults and    
families safe.

9. Matters Arising

a) Safe Route to School – Councillor C Pearson had nothing new to report at the time 
of the meeting.

b) Cycle Route
Councillor J Horner was still investigating the rights of way and signage regarding 
the proposed cycle route.

c) Bins
It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council should purchase one litter bin to be placed 
be at the entrance of the footpath on Bearley Road, at a cost of £320.00 plus an   
annual fee £102.57 for emptying the bin.

d) Queen’s 90th Birthday
The Parish Clerk confirmed that she had requested a Road Closure Order from SDC 
for School Lane on Saturday 11 June 2016 from 1.00pm until 6.00pm. The Village 
Hall Management Committee was to host a tea party and a treasure hunt.

e) Hurdlers Close
The Clerk was awaiting further information and photographs from Councillor P Cox 
in order to pursue the matter of damp and mould at some of the properties in 
Hurdlers Close.

f) Illegal Tipping on Land at Ingon Lane/Duffins Piece
Councillor J Horner was requested to follow up this matter along with the EA and 
Warwickshire County Council.

g) Sports Club Proposal
It was understood that the PC were awaiting further details which would be           
received after an internal review of the proposal at the club.

h) Dog Fouling
It was reported that there had been an increase in dog fouling in the cemetery and 
the Clerk was requested to contact the Dog Warden for advice and Councillor          
D Tweed would look at the installation of bin for dog waste.  It was also suggested 
that bags be placed in suitable locations.
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i) Lengthsman Scheme
It was RESOLVED not to adopt the scheme in this financial year due to lack of         
information.

j) Playground Inspection
The Clerk was obtaining quotes for the Annual Playground Inspection for the two 
playgrounds located at The Green and Wolverton Road

10. Finance
a) The Parish Clerk circulated schedules of Income and Expenditure relating to April 

2016 and the schedule was accepted. Click here for schedule
b) Following agreement at the last Parish Council to purchase four ‘Road Closure’ 

signs, the Parish Clerk had sought prices and the most competitive price was £43.00
each and the Clerk was requested to make the purchase of two more signs.

The signs were to be located and stored as follows:
2 Councillor A Jones for use on Snitterfield Lane
2 Village Hall for use on Wolverton Road and Bearley Road
1 at the shop for use on Smiths Lane
1 for Gospal Oak Lane and the storage was to be confirmed.

11. Planning
The Clerk circulated a schedule relating to all current planning applications which was  
discussed and the Clerk was asked to contact Councillor P Richards regarding a        
container and a 2 metre high fence on land at Heath End Farm, Heath End.

The Clerk had received an email from the planning department regarding planning   
application 16/00798/FUL for a proposed two storey side and rear extensions,         
proposed porch and external works at Lyndale, Park Lane, which the PC had previously 
supported.

The Planning Authority consider that the proposal is a disproportionate addition and 
that it would result in inappropriate development within the Green Belt and that the 
proposal will have a detrimental impact on the openness of the Green Belt. Also that 
the extension is  contrary to paragraph 89 of the NPPF and Local Planning Policy PR.2 
of the Local Plan and Policy CS.10 of the emerging Core Strategy. 

The Planning Authority had taken into account the very special circumstances as       
described within the Planning Statement submitted with the application, but considers
they do not  outweigh the harm to the Green Belt by virtue of inappropriateness and 
harm to the openness, but has asked the PC to reconsider their support for this         
application. It was requested that comments be made via Dropbox. 

12. Flooding
Councillor C Pearson reported that a meeting had taken place with the Environment 
Agency and Warwickshire County Council 22 April 2016.
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Culvert Bypass
The Environment Agency had informed the Flood Group that they were awaiting final 
costs from their contractor, and a revised timetable will be issued to residents as soon 
as this was agreed. The Environment Agency and Warwickshire County Council had 
committed to making good, the culvert under Horseshoe Cottage.

Foxhunter site
The Environment Agency had granted permission to do the works, with an agreement 
to secure the bank from the developer and have been granted limited access.

Weir on Bell Brook
The Environment Agency were investigating works to the Bell Brook downstream of      
Brookside, adjacent to the ponds.

Bearley Brook
Woodland had been cleared by the landowner after being contacted by WCC and WCC 
had passed on the contact details of the landowner by Flood Group. The Flood Group 
were seeking advice from EA/WCC on the trash screen to reduce risk of blocking. The 
group were also discussing grants available. 

It was noted that WCC have enforcement powers, not SDC, who have the "power to do works 
to watercourses" but no resources to do so.

Parish Emergency Plan
Councillor C Pearson was chasing Michael Enderby, Head of CSW Resilience, Coventry City 
Council, Solihull Metropolitan Borough Council and Warwickshire County Council to proceed 
with the Plan.

13. Correspondence
The Parish Clerk had received a letter relating to the renewal of the Village Hall            
insurance at a cost of £979.09 which was accepted.
Also received was a request for a signatory for the Black Rock account and Councillor    
P Blanchard would supply the relevant documentation and be signatory for that        
account.

14.  SACC Grant
Councillor C Pearson reported that the Parish Council had been given the go ahead to   
commission surveys in partnership with SACC and that she was to proceed with the 
speed  surveys at Wolverton Road and Bearley Road with view to carrying out the 
traffic survey in June 2016.

15. Neighbourhood Plan
Councillor C Kimberley reported that the pre-submission neighbourhood plan has 
been finalised and it is proposed to begin a six week consultation on the Plan on      
26th May. A printed copy of the neighbourhood plan would be delivered to all       
households in the  Parish during that week, and it will also be possible to view and 
download copies from the website. An Open Day, with presentations, will also be held 
at the Village Hall on Saturday 28thMay.
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All  responses to the consultation will be taken into account and the Plan amended as 
necessary before the final version is submitted to Stratford District Council. SDC were 
to check that the plan and all accompanying documents comply with legal                   
requirements and will undertake further consultation prior to the plan being            
submitted for independent examination.

16.  Village Hall Planning Application
There was nothing further to report at the time of the meeting.

17.  Observations from Parish Councillors
Councillor G Norris was pleased that works were progressing at the Fox Hunter site.

Councillor C Kimberley requested the Clerk write to the Planning Authority regarding 
the outcome of the planning application at the Police House as it was considered that 
the reply received was unsatisfactory as the Parish Council had recorded an objection 
to this application, and suggested that the proposed window overlooking the school 
playing field be removed, adding that it is not appropriate. It was the Parish Council’s 
view that the reason for the objection was clear and that the objection should have 
resulted in the application being referred to the Planning Committee for                      
determination as the Officer’s recommendation was to grant permission.
However, the planning Authority agreed that it would be the case that the Case Officer
would normally query the matter with a Parish Council if clarification was required on 
any issue, and that there was no evidence within SDC that this was done. The Parish 
Council also confirmed that it does not have any record that its response to this        
application was queried by anyone in SDC.

Councillor C Kimberley reported that following the Clerk’s letter to the Mercedes     
garage, the traffic cones were now back in place.

Councillor C Kimberley requested the Clerk to contact the District Council to ask for the
paperwork to be drawn up following the S106 agreement for Shaw Close.

Councillor C Kimberley reported that there was one vacant allotment plot and that the 
plot would be split as one half was not suitable for cultivation due to extended tree 
growth and the Clerk was requested to write to the Tree Officer to obtain advice as the
allotment site was in a Conversation Area.

The meeting finished at 9.45pm
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