
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
ON MONDAY 15 MAY 2017, COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM

PRESENT 
Councillor P Blanchard
Councillor Mrs P Cox
Councillor Mrs C Elliott
Councillor Ms C Kimberley

12 members of the public

Public Participation
2 boys from the village made a presentation relating to a recent survey which they had 
carried out.  The information related to play equipment at the play areas and the need for 
more modern equipment that would mean the play areas being used more frequently. 
42 replies had been received and it was noted that the most desirable equipment was a 
basket swing, a climbing frame, slide, zip wire and a skate park. The boys were thanked for 
their survey and presentation and the Parish Council agreed to consider their findings and 
consider improved play areas.

Ms C Cleveley made reference to the cycle route and asked the Parish Council to keep her 
updated with regards to any proposed new signage and she asked that all six co-owners of 
the route be notified of any changes. Councillor Mrs C Elliott agreed to liaise with the 
co-owners on this matter. The Clerk confirmed that she had received an email from WCC 
confirming that signage was allowed to be placed on the route indicating that it was a cycle 
route.

1. Nomination of Chairman
It was proposed by Councillor C Kimberley and seconded by Councillor P Cox that 
Councillor P Blanchard be nominated as Chairman for the ensuing year.

Councillor P Blanchard in the Chair

2. Apologies
Apologies for absence were received on behalf of Councillors G Norris, C Pearson and 
D Tweed.

3. Declarations of Interest
Councillor Mrs C Elliott declared a pecuniary interest arising from the item regarding the
proposed development at the Sports Club and took no part in the discussion or voting 
thereon. 

4. Nomination of Vice Chairman
It was proposed by Councillor P Blanchard and seconded by Councillor P Cox that 
Councillor C Kimberley be nominated as Vice-Chairman for the ensuing year. 
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5. Appointment of Special Responsibilities
It was agreed unanimously that the following Councillors be assigned to Special 
Responsibilities as set out below:

Flood Alleviation Committee Councillor C Pearson
Village Fete Committee Councillor C Pearson
Village Hall Management Committee Councillor P Blanchard
Allotments Councillor C Kimberley
Playing Fields & Grass Cutting Councillor D Tweed
Cemetery Councillor P Cox
Public Footpaths Councillor C Elliott
Press Correspondent Councillor G Norris
Maintenance of Defibrillator Councillor C Elliott
Neighbourhood Plan Committee Councillors P Cox, C Kimberley &

 P Blanchard

6. Appointment of Bank Signatories
It was RESOLVED that Councillors P Blanchard, C Kimberley & C Elliott remain as 
signatories for the Parish Councils bank accounts.

7. Date & Time of Meetings
The Clerk circulated a draft schedule of meetings for the ensuing year and it was 
RESOLVED that meetings of this Parish Council would continue to be held on the second 
Monday of each month except for the month of August and commence at 7.30pm 
unless otherwise required.  The Clerk was asked to revise the dates for the meetings 
scheduled for May 2018.

8. To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 10 April 2017
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 13 March 2017, having been previously circulated, 
were agreed and signed by the Chairman.

9. Matters Arising
a) Safe Route to School

Concern was raised regarding the entrance to Brookside (cul de sac) off School Road, 
where there is the newly installed safe crossing .  The extended pavement into the 
road means that  it is not possible for one car to exit and another car to enter at the 
same time. The car turning into that cul de sac would have to wait on School 
Road/Wolverton Road if there was a car exiting from Brookside. The Clerk was asked 
to raise this with WCC Highways.

b) Cycle Route – Old Kings Lane
It was confirmed that the new signs on the Cycle Route had been fixed in place.

c) Hurdlers Lane
Councillor Mrs P Cox was still pursuing advice from the Citizens Advice Bureau, 
regarding the heating issues at some properties on Hurdlers Lane, but had not 
received any replies to date, she agreed to pursue the matter and report back to a 
future meeting.  It was also suggested the MP be contacted if necessary.
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d) Illegal Tipping on Land at Ingon Lane/Duffins Piece
The owner had until 31 May 2017 to fully comply with the notice which requires the 
removal of all waste brought onto the land from elsewhere and the permanent 
cessation of the use of the land for the deposit and storage of waste materials. This 
enforcement notice had been properly entered onto Stratford District Council’s 
enforcement register.

e) Sports Club
Councillor P Blanchard read the minutes of the two Sports Club Working Group 
meetings which had taken place on 18 & 24 April 2017, which are appended to these 
minutes. Both sets of minutes were agreed and signed by the Chairman.
It was agreed unanimously that a payment of up to £700 be made in respect of 
professional advice on the proposed development at the Sports Club.

f) Dog Fouling
Councillor Mrs C Elliott confirmed the fixture of the new dog waste bag dispenser 
and she was to place signage on or near the dispenser to encourage its use.

g) Sir Stephen Hales Charity
Councillor C Kimberley continued to make progress regarding the reinstatement of 
this charity, but still needed to obtain various pieces of information before the 
matter could be progressed.

h) Street Lighting
The Clerk confirmed that an order has been submitted for the purchase of the two 
street lights required on Park Lane and Mr A Jones agreed to accept their 
delivery.  

i) Village Signage
The Chairman raised concern regarding the condition of some of the road names 
signs and the Clerk was asked to contact Tony Perks at SDC Street Scene to ask if 
those in poor condition could be replaced. The Clerk asked members to send pictures
and details of any signs which needed to be replaced.

j) Litter Pick
Councillor Mrs C Elliott confirmed that a Litter Pick would take place on 2 June 2017 
from the playing field at Monarch’s Way to Bearley Road and Councillor Mrs C Elliott 
had arranged for gloves, bags and litter pick sticks for the event. 

k)  Website
The Chairman confirmed that Councillor Mrs C Pearson had purchased the domain 
name snitterfieldparishcouncil.org.uk. Work would commence work on the new 
website in the near future.

l) Councillor D Tweed had, in his absence, submitted a request from a local resident 
with the suggestion of siting a bench near the telephone kiosk in the centre of the
village where the pavement is of sufficient width and the Clerk was asked to obtain 
prices for the next meeting.

m)Community Assets
Following discussions it was decided that more information was required before the 
Parish Council could make any formal decisions regarding any requests for local 
buildings to become Community Assets and Councillor C Kimberley agreed that she 
would explore the matter. 
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10. Finance
The Parish Clerk circulated schedules of Income and Expenditure relating to March 2017
and the schedules were accepted and signed by the Chairman.  
The Year End Accounts to 31 March 2017 were agreed and signed by the Chairman for 
internal audit.
The Clerk was asked to look into closing the Bank of Ireland account and transferring the
funds into a High Interest Account with Lloyds Bank.

11. Planning
The Clerk had previously circulated a schedule relating to all current planning 
applications which is appended to these minutes.
Councillor C Elliott agreed to attend the Planning Committee at Stratford District Council
on 24 May 2017 to speak in support of planning application 17/00192/FUL – Snitterfield 
Fruit Farm, Kings Lane on behalf of the Parish Council. 

12. Standing Orders
Councillors P Blanchard and C Kimberley were to review the Orders for submission to a 
future meeting.

13. Correspondence
The Clerk had not received any correspondence other than that already circulated by 
email.

14. Speeding
Councillors Mrs C Pearson & Mrs P Cox were currently looking for volunteers to join the 
Community Speed Watch Scheme.

15. Neighbourhood Plan
Councillor C Kimberley reported that the Examination of the Neighbourhood Plan 
continues, and the few queries that have been received from the Examiner by Stratford 
District Council and the Parish Council are being dealt with as they arise. There is no 
estimated date as yet for the completion of the Examination. 

16.  Village Hall Planning Application
There was nothing further to report at this time.

17. Observations from Parish Councillors
There were no observations made from Councillors

18. Public Questions
Mr A Jones confirmed that there was one sign on the cycle route which was temporarily 
fixed to a gate rather than on a post.

The meeting finished at 9.05pm
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Appendix 1
Planning Schedule – April 2017 

Application 
Number

Application Details Comments 
required by

SPC Comment SDC Comment

16/03227/FUL Hollow Meadow Farm, Kings Lane
Retrospective application for 
change of use of building to a do-
mestic garage/storage unit and for 
the change of use of land sur-
rounding the proposed 
garage/storage unit from agricul-
tural to residential curtilage (use 
Class C3)

07/11/16 Object

17/00065/FUL Planet Exhibitions, Airmanship 
Hall, Snitterfield Road, Bearley
Demolition of existing building and 
erection of 4 dwellings 
(re-submission of 16/00164/FUL)

01/02/17 Support Refused

17/00065/FUL Planet Exhibitions, Airmanship 
Hall, Snitterfield Road, Bearley 
(Amended)
Demolition of existing building and 
erection of 4 dwellings 
(re-submission of 16/00164/FUL)

20/03/17 No 
representation  

Refused

17/00182/FUL Comyns Farm, Gospel Oak Lane
Change of use of buildings from 
agricultural to private equestrian 
use in connection with the 
occupation of Comyns farm

14/02/17 Objection 
withdrawn

Granted

17/00192/FUL Snitterfield Fruit Farm, Kings Lane
Change of use of land and buildings
from mixed agricultural, industrial 
and storage uses to mixed use 
purposes comprising a Restaurant 
(A3), Retail (A1) and or Craft or 
Artisan Production Studios (B1), 
Event and display space (Class D1), 
ancillary offices, storage and
facilities; alterations and adaptions 
of buildings; formation of a car 
park and new access drive with 
other associated works. Diversion 
of Public Right of Way (SD146). 

24/03/17 Support
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17/00343/FUL The Vicarage, Church Road
Demolition of existing conservatory
to be replaced with new carport to 
the side elevation,  2 storey wrap 
around extension to the north east 
which links on to the existing 
garage, 2 storey side/rear 
extension to the south west, 
construction of orangery to the 
rear and single storey extension to 
the front elevation to create new 
front entrance. Plans also show the
addition of new windows to the 
property which include new front 
and rear dormer windows.

22/03/17 Support Granted

17/00446/FUL Avoncroft Farm, The Green
Retain the use of the annexe as a 
single dwelling

05/04/17 Support Granted

17/00501/FUL The Mullions, Smith’s Lane
Single storey rear extension to 
existing dwelling

23/03/17 Support Granted

17/00550/FUL 2 The Manor House, Smiths Lane
Single storey side and rear 
extension

26/04/17 Objection 
(pending review)

17/00765/FUL Snitterfield Fruit Farm
Proposed new vehicular access 
track

12/04/17 Object

17/00794/FUL Midwinter Cottage, 4 Pigeon 
Green
First floor rear extension

01/05/17 Support 

Tree Preservation Orders

Application 
Number

Application Detail Comments 
required by

SPC Comment SDC Comment

17/00448/TPO Westfield, Church Road
T1 Beech Tree, remove 2 low 
crossing branches overhanging 
field place

07/03/17 Support Granted
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17/00871/TREE 2 Bell Brook
G1: x5 Leylandii - Fell
T1: Willow - Pollard to height of 
approximately 15-20ft
T2: Willow - Pollard to height of 
approximately 15-20ft

19/04/17 Support if the 
Forestry and 
Landscape Of-
ficer approves 
the proposal

No objectio

Planning Appeals

Spitfire Properties, Appleton House, Church Road APP/J3720/W/16/3167715
Appeal made for the erection of 7 dwelling houses, re-alignment of vehicular access off 
Church Road and associated development

Cedarwood, Smiths Lane APP/J3720/D/17/3173309
Appeal made for the proposed demolition of existing garden store and domestic work-
shop, erection of new garden store, domestic workshop and summerhouse.

Appendix 2

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
Working Group for Sports Club Proposal

18th April 2017
Present: 
Councillor P. Blanchard, Councillor C. Kimberley, Councillor P.Cox, Councillor G. Norris

The Working Group discussed the issues that it considered needed to be addressed. The key
decisions from the discussion were:

• The need to get a clear understanding of the legal position, including the background
to the purchase of the sports field and why the Charity Commission scheme was up-
dated

• The need to get wide consultation with the parish on the Sports Club proposal 

The wording for the consultation leaflet was discussed and agreed. Distribution of the leaf-
let was agreed.

The next meeting: 24th April 2017 with Mr David Dumbleton, solicitor

7



MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
Working Group for Sports Club Proposal

24th April 2017

Present:
Councillor P. Blanchard, Councillor C. Kimberley, Councillor P.Cox, Councillor G. Norris, 
Mr David Dumbleton (Solicitor)

This meeting included a site visit.

David Dumbleton outlined the legal aspects:

• The Parish Council would need to get Charity Commission’s consent if the lease is not to be 
on commercial terms. If the lease were on commercial terms then 99 years would not be an 
issue. 

• The Charity Commission may give consent to an Albermarle lease – this is a lease at a 
nominal rent to another charity and would usually only be for 30-50 years. 
The Charity Commission would have to approve any variation in duration. A key aspect to an 
Albermarle lease is that there must be “reserved use” incorporated in the lease. Covenants 
would be needed to ensure maintenance of the land and so that it would not be used for 
inappropriate uses.

• The Charity Commission would insist that thorough consultation takes place with the
inhabitants that currently benefit from the existing resource – i.e. the playing field. 
If the playing field was ever sold the advice was that the proceeds would have to be used for
the objectives of the Charity

1.  It was agreed that these legal matters would be communicated to the Sports Club.

2.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would, at the appropriate time, see
professional advice on the viability of the Sports Club Development Proposal and 
that agreement for this would be sought at the next Parish Council meeting.

The next meeting was not confirmed. 
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