
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
ON MONDAY 14 NOVEMBER 2016, COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM

PRESENT 
Councillor P Blanchard (Chairman)
Councillor Mrs C Elliott
Councillor A Jones
Councillor Ms C Kimberley
Councillor G Norris
Councillor Mrs C Pearson
Councillor D Tweed
Councillor J Horner (WCC)
Councillor P Richards (SDC)
15 members of the public

Public Participation
Mr P Elliot reported that the Sports & Social Club had been burgled at 3.45am on the 
morning of 14 November 2016.  Approximately £250 in cash had been stolen and a  
significant amount of damage had been caused.

Mr P Elliot was pleased to report that the Bonfire event held on Saturday 5 November 2016 
had been successful and that footfall was up by 7%.

Mr P Elliot reported that there was to be a consultation on 15 November 2016 with the 
residents of Hales Close regarding the proposed works to the Sports & Social Club and a 
total of 75 invitations had been sent out on Hales Close, Highfield Close and Wolverton Road
prior to that meeting.

Mr P Elliott asked the Parish Council if a meeting could be arranged between the Sports & 
Social Club and the Parish Council to discuss developments and future legalities if the Sports 
Club were to move across the Wolverton Road onto the Cricket field and it was agreed to 
hold a meeting in November.
It was also reported that the Sports & Social Club would pay for a sign to replace the existing
sign to the Bowls Club in the village with ‘To The Sports Club’.

Sue Moon thanked the Parish Council for the installation of the dog foul bin which had been 
located on Bearley Road and also requested if a bin could be sited in the gateway to the 
small playing field. Councillor D Tweed confirmed that he had possession of a suitable bin 
and would ensure that the bin be put in place once he had obtained the correct fixtures.

Richard Biggs and Charlie Wells introduced themselves as the new owners of the Snitterfield
Fruit Farm Shop, the front field and the existing buildings.  They confirmed that no buildings 
were planned, but they wished to refurbish and renovate the existing buildings and open up
a café, butchery and a bakery. They also intended to replant the orchard.
Mark Comer introduced himself as a new resident to the village residing at 2 The Manor 
House and conveyed that he was to submit a planning application for a single storey 
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extension at his property.

Isabel Martinson addressed the Parish Council regarding a recent application for grant 
funding and she was asked to liaise with the Parish Clerk.

Paul Ellis-Smith asked the Parish Council to reconsider their recent objection to his planning 
application at Hollow Meadow Farm, Kings Lane and he was asked to submit further 
information and photographs to the Parish Clerk in order that she circulate to Councillors.

1. Apologies
An apology for absence was received from Councillor Mrs P Cox.

2. Declarations of Interest
Councillors C Elliott, G Norris and C Pearson declared a personal interest arising from 
the item regarding the Proposed Development at the Sports Club and took no part in 
the discussion or voting.
Councillor C Elliott also declared a personal interest arising from the item regarding the 
planning application at 2 Cedar Drive and took no part in the discussion or voting.
Councillor P Blanchard declared a personal interest arising from the item regarding the 
planning application at 6 Park House and took no part in the discussion or voting.

3. To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 10 October 2016
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 10 October 2016, having been previously 
circulated, were agreed and signed by the Chairman.

4. Matters Arising
a) Safe Route to School

Detailed drawings for the improved road safety scheme had been circulated by 
Councillor J Horner. Councillor C Pearson confirmed that she had met with Graham 
Stanley of Warwickshire County Council and the Executive Head of Snitterfield 
Primary School. It was proposed that an advisory 20mph speed limit be set for two 
flashing signs on Bearley Road at school pick up and drop off times and the sign be 
set at 30mph at all other times.
It was proposed that Wolverton Road would have improved crossing points and  
signage. Councillor P Blanchard questioned why there would be a 33 mph trigger 
point on the flashing signs. 
The Parish Council agreed to the proposed scheme and Councillor C Pearson was 
asked to notify the County Council to proceed with the scheme.

b) Cycle Route
Councillor J Horner reported in relation to the matter of overgrown vegetation 
obscuring the cycle route sign at the A46 junction and that Lisa Jones had contacted 
Highways England about this sign, as it was their responsibility and not the County 
Council's because it is on the A46. Therefore, if the work had not been carried out 
then the Parish Council should contact Highways England directly.

c) Hurdlers Lane
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Councillor P Blanchard reported that he had been unable to make further contact 
with the Environmental Health Department at Stratford District Council.  However, 
Councillor P Richards was hoping to progress the matter. 

d) Illegal Tipping on Land at Ingon Lane/Duffins Piece
Councillor J Horner reported that the new owner of this land had been served with 
an Enforcement Notice on 22 August 2016 which came into effect on 30 September 
2016 and that Notice would be registered with the Land Registry.
The owner had until 31 May 2017 to fully comply with the notice which requires the 
removal of all waste brought onto the land from elsewhere and the permanent 
cessation of the use of the land for the deposit and storage of waste materials. This 
enforcement notice had been properly entered onto Stratford District Council’s 
enforcement register.

e) Dog Fouling
Councillor C Elliott was to contact Shipston on Stour Town Council to establish a way 
to fix dog foul bags to bins, as she understood that this system is place in that town. 

f) Trees on Allotments
Councillor C Kimberley had two further quotes for the necessary works to clear un
wanted trees from the allotments.

g) Sir Stephen Hales Charity
Councillor C Kimberley continued to make progress regarding the reinstatement of 
this charity and has lodged a query with the Charity Commission. 

h)  Street Lighting
Councillor P Blanchard had liaised with Sherbourne Parish Council regarding a Rural 
Footway Lighting Scheme and was to seek further information to report to a future 
meeting.

i) Village Signage
Councillor A Jones confirmed that it would cost £60.00 for each new sign to be 
created and permission for the installation of any new signs to be erected was 
needed from Warwickshire County Council.
The Clerk was requested to seek permission from the County Council and liaise with 
Councillor A Jones.

j) Defibrillator
Councillor C Elliott reported that the defibrillator was in need of new batteries and 
pads and suggested the Parish Council enter into a service agreement with CardiAid 
at a cost of £210.00 for two years.  The new batteries and pads would be included in 
the cost and the Parish Council agreed that the Clerk should sign up to the service 
agreement.

5. To Receive Comments & Observations from County Councillor
Councillor J Horner explained that the road closures would be in place until 23 December
2016 due to unforeseen problems with the sewers which had, in turn complicated 
matters with the works to the culvert.
Councillor A Jones expressed deep concern for the overrun of the road closures.
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Councillor C Kimberley asked Councillor J Horner if there was any update regarding the 
speeding assessment which took place at the Black Hill Crossroads and Councillor J 
Horner was to update the Parish Council.
Councillor P Blanchard asked Councillor J Horner what the frequency was for drain 
cleansing and it was understood that it was twice yearly.
Mr P Elliott suggested to Councillor J Horner that ‘no overtaking’ signage should be in 
place on the A46.  Councillor J Horner suggested that Mr P Elliott write to Highways 
England they maintained that piece of road.
Helen Hayter asked Councillor J Horner if the drains on Ingon Lane could be cleaned and
repaired.

6. To Receive Comments & Observations from District Councillor
Councillor P Richards reported that, following the recent Strategic Review undertaken 
by Stratford District Council, a Transport Plan had been drawn up. It was still in draft 
form and members will have their first view of it on 28 November 2016. That will be 
followed up by a public presentation of the draft plan on 9th February 2017, which will 
coincide with Nadhim Zahawi’s MP, next transport summit.
At this stage Councillor Richards reported that he was aware of a proposal to dual lane 
the A46 from the M5 through to the M69. That will have an impact on Snitterfield 
Village. Highways England are the owners of much of the A46 and so a multi-agency 
group has been put together to lobby Highways England to have this work carried out. 
Councillor Richards reported that Gladmans were continuing their plans to develop 
Wellesbourne Airfield, despite the Core Strategy specifying that it shouldn’t be  
developed to housing, but remain as an airfield. There is nothing stopping Gladmans 
putting in a planning application. With the Core Strategy now adopted, they would not 
be given planning permission.
However, if developers slow down or stop building housing that have already been 
approved, there is the possibility that the Council would no longer be able to 
demonstrate a 5 year housing land supply. At this stage is it possible that, at appeal, a 
planning inspector could be minded to approve such plans. If that were the case, there 
is a possibility that further housing developments could come forward in Snitterfield 
and the District as a whole.
Councillor Richards gave the Parish Council an update on the Community Infrastructure 
Levy. On 20th September 2016, Planning Inspector, Rebecca Philips, requested that     
further “sensitivity testing” be undertaken by the Council prior to its formal submission, 
and adoption of its CIL Charging Schedule. The Council is therefore undertaking a four 
week public consultation on the Review of values and scenario testing report, used as 
part of the evidence base for the CIL document. Comments can be made by visiting 
www.stratford.gov.uk/CILexam2016 or by emailing the planning policy department.
Cllr Richards reported that there was no new news on the establishment of the West 
Midlands Combined Authority other than that some boards had been established.   
Councillor Richards has been appointed to the Investment Board which meets for the 
first time on 21st November 2016. He will report back following that meeting.
Councillor P Richards also circulated an invitation to members to an event on Suicide 
which is to be held on Friday 18 November 2016.
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Councillor P Richards reported on an application for a Premises Licence, which was to be
held at Stratford Armouries on 2 June 2017 and invited the Parish Council to make   
comments either directly to the District Council or via himself. 
Councillor P Richards informed the Parish Council that he had received a letter from 
Clarke Telecom in relation to the installation of a base station off Shaw Close. Drawings 
were circulated to members of the Parish Council and Councillor Richards will be 
requesting a meeting with Clarke Telecom to fully understand the proposed plans. 
Councillor P Richards clarified the issues which were raised at the Police House with 
regards to a Legal Commentary in relation to ‘overlooking’ and the Clerk was to circulate
details to Councillors.
Councillor P Richards reported that refurbished speed guns used for speed tests were 
available at a cost of £900.00, and the signs required to carry out a speed test were 
£60.00 each. The Parish Council expressed an interest the purchase of such equipment 
and Councillor P Richards was to keep members updated with regards to training 
courses.
Councillor P Richards reported that free car parking was to be available on the following 
dates in Stratford upon Avon from 4pm until midnight: 24 November, 1, 8, 15 & 22 
December 2016.
Councillor P Richards reported that 72 sites were still needed as Gypsy and Traveller 
sites.

7. Finance
The Parish Clerk circulated schedules of Income and Expenditure relating to October 
2016 and the schedules were accepted. Click here for schedule for October.
The Clerk confirmed that a new contract was now in place with ‘Green Energy’ for the 
consumption of street lighting.

8. Planning
The Clerk had previously circulated a schedule relating to all current planning 
applications.

9. Flooding
Councillor C Pearson reported that the contractors had extended the closure of Smiths 
Lane up until 23 December.

10. Annual Inspection of the Play Areas
Councillor D Tweed reported that following the recent play area inspections, there were
some areas of concern as set out in the ROSPA report which had been circulated by the 
Parish Clerk.  It was agreed that Councillors D Tweed and A Jones would work together 
to resolve the issues and make the necessary repairs to equipment.

11. Correspondence
Councillor P Blanchard reported regarding recent emails from CSW Superfast 
Broadband, requesting consultation and agreed to write a response making a request 
for connection for residents who are currently connected to the exchange. 
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12. Neighbourhood Plan
Councillor C Kimberley reported that the submission copy of the Neighbourhood 
Development Plan was nearing completion. The Neighbourhood Plan Committee was 
also preparing the additional documents that will be submitted to Stratford District 
Council with the plan, such as the Consultation Statement, and Basic Conditions 
Statement. An application to Locality would be made this week for the final grant 
required to cover the costs for the completion of the documents. It is anticipated that 
the Neighbourhood Development Plan would be submitted by Christmas.

13.  Village Hall Planning Application
Councillor P Blanchard had no further update at present.

14.  Observations from Parish Councillors
Councillor C Kimberly asked if Sarah Brooke Taylor could be invited to a future meeting 
of the Parish Council and the Clerk was asked to contact Sarah Brooke Taylor inviting her
to a Parish Council meeting.
Councillor G Norris conveyed his delight at this seasons successful grass cutting carried 
out by Mees Wood. The Clerk was asked to write to the company thanking them for 
their work and the extra work which they kindly executed without requests to do so.
Thanks were given to Councillor D Tweed for working with Mees Wood, the grass cut-
ting contractor and his supervision of the contract.
Councillor D Tweed referred to overgrowth in the entrance to Atty’s Field and he was 
asked to obtain a quote for the works required.
Councillor A Jones was to obtain a quote for the cleansing and possible treatment of the
bench located near to the village shop and the varnishing of the Parish Notice board.  
Councillor A Jones also mentioned the volume of litter from the pub to the playing 
fields.  
Councillor P Blanchard suggested the removal of the style and replacement of a gate for 
ease of use at the entrance to the playing field and the Clerk was asked to obtain a 
suitable contact.

15. Public Questions
Mr P Elliott asked the Parish Council to keep the Sports & Social Club included in any 
discussions regarding traffic calming measures on the Wolverton Road as members 
were regular witnesses to cars and vans speeding past the Club.
He also asked the Parish Council to approach the appropriate authorities to move the 
signs indicating ‘Road Closed’ at the left hand off the A46 onto the grass which was cur-
rently blocking half the road and appeared dangerous.  
Councillor C Pearson was to raise the matter with the Project Manager.  

The meeting finished at 9.50pm
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