
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
ON MONDAY 10 OCTOBER 2016, COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM

PRESENT 
Councillor P Blanchard (Chairman)
Councillor Mrs C Elliott
Councillor Mrs P Cox
Councillor A Jones
Councillor Ms C Kimberley
Councillor G Norris
Councillor Ms C Pearson
Councillor P Richards
3 members of the public

Public Participation
Mr Elliot asked the Parish Council of its intention to deal with speeding and suggested a 
20mph speed limit.

Mr P Turner raised concern regarding the number of bonfires occurring on a regular basis 
and the Clerk suggested that Mr Turner contacted Environmental Health at SDC.

1. Apologies
An apology for absence was received from Councillor D Tweed.

2. Declarations of Interest
Councillors C Elliott and C Pearson declared a personal interest arising from the item   
regarding the Proposed Development at the Sports Club and took no part in the          
discussion or voting.
Councillors C Elliott and C Pearson also declared a personal interest arising from the 
item regarding the planning application for Appleton House and took no part in the    
discussion or voting.
Councillor C Elliott declared a personal interest arising from the item regarding the  
planning application for Avebury (16/02925/FUL) and took no part in the discussion or 
voting.

3. To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 12 September 2016
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 12 September 2016, having been previously         
circulated, were agreed and signed by the Chairman following amendments.

4. Matters Arising
a) Safe Route to School

Councillor C Pearson did not have any new information to report regarding this    
matter.

b) Cycle Route
There was no update available regarding the Cycle Route.
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c) Hurdlers Lane
Councillor P Blanchard reported that he had been unable to make further contact 
with the Environmental Health Department at Stratford District Council, but was 
hoped to report positively to the next meeting regarding the health issues in some 
properties on Hurdlers Lane.  Councillor Blanchard suggested the Parish Council may 
write to their MP for support in this matter.
Councillor P Cox understood that the Housing Association were to install electric oil 
heaters at a number of the properties.

d) Illegal Tipping on Land at Ingon Lane/Duffins Piece
There was nothing further to report at this time.

e) Sports Club Proposal
Mr P Elliott advised the Parish Council that the Sports Club had received costs from 
five potential developers for moving the tennis courts, and costs from four             
developers for the sports pavilion.
Mr Elliott explained that as the Sports Club is a community asset it could be zero 
rated for VAT. Updated costs were to follow and new proposals were to be 
presented to the Parish Council after their 19 October meeting.
Mr Elliott also advised the Parish Council that the residents of Hales Close would be 
duly invited to a future meeting.

f) Dog Fouling
Councillor P Blanchard reported that the Dog Foul Bin on Wolverton Road/Bell Lane 
was beyond repair and asked the Clerk to seek costs for replacement.  He also      
suggested that bags be placed next to the proposed new bin to encourage disposal 
of dog waste.

g) Trees on Allotments
Councillor C Kimberley was still awaiting a further quote before a decision could be 
made as to which company would be asked to carry out the necessary works to clear
unwanted trees from the allotments.

h) Sir Stephen Hales Charity
Councillor C Kimberley continued to make progress regarding the reinstatement of 
this charity.

i)  Street Lighting
It was confirmed that the Parish Council would need to obtain permission from  
Warwickshire County Council before replacing any lamp columns in the village.
Councillor G Norris suggested if any replacement columns were to take place, then 
columns similar to those in the village of Sherbourne would be an option.
Following confirmation of electricity prices including the green taxes, the Clerk was 
requested change the Parish Councils supplier for electricity consumption from Eon 
to ‘Green Energy’.
The Parish Clerk reported that she had received an email from WALC via Stockton 
Parish Council giving details of a broker who is prepared to offer a price for a `basket 
of parish councils’ and to see if they could offer councils lower prices than they    
currently pay as a single `basket’ member.
The Clerk was asked to register the Parish Council’s interest if it were to be a green 
energy supplier.
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k) Remembrance Sunday
The Clerk reported that she had requested for the necessary Road Closure Order for 
the Armistice Service which was to take place on Sunday 13 November 2016 at 
10.45am. 
The Clerk confirmed that she had purchased a wreath, which the Chairman was to 
lay at the service.

5. To Receive Comments & Observations from District Councillor
Councillor P Richards reported the biggest and most important piece of news had been 
the announcement that Stratford will be welcoming their first Syrian refugee families  
towards the end of November 2016.
Earlier this year the council had committed to the resettlement of 12 Syrian refugee 
families over the next four years. Since then a great deal of work had been done both 
locally and nationally to ensure the smooth integration of these families into the UK. 
Stratford town had been selected as there was sufficient capacity for these families with
minimal impact on resources and because services are available more readily, including 
adult English language classes, good public transport links and a welcoming and sup-
portive community. 
Councillor P Richards also reported that through September 2016 the public stage of 
their Strategic Review had continued and now been completed. All evidence put 
forward was being collated and SDC were anticipating a full infrastructure plan towards 
the end of this year. The public presentation of which, would coincide with Nadhim     
Zahawi’s next public transport forum in early 2017. 
Councillor P Richards also reported that the Planning Inspectorate had returned their 
interim report on their public examination of the Community Infrastructure Levy. As 
expected, developers had suggested that the CIL would make a number of sites unviable
and asked that it is not accepted in its current form. SDC’s Inspector had requested 
further evidence to support the Council’s position. Council agents had been instructed 
and the evidence would be submitted as soon as possible. SDC hoped to be in a position
to bring the final CIL report to Council for adoption at the end of the year; however that 
may be moved into the New Year depending on the Inspector’s findings.
Furthermore Councillor Richards reported that on 10th October the Council had 
launched its annual building excellence awards scheme. The awards cover different   
categories of building and types of work, such as domestic extensions, commercial/  
public buildings, works to a listed building, new housing through to multi million pound 
commercial developments. 
SDC were now seeking nominations from architects, owners, builders where building 
work had been inspected, approved and completed by the District Council's Building 
Control team. The deadline for nominations was 2nd December. 
Councillor C Kimberly asked Councillor P Richards to investigate the planning application
at the Police House (15/04417/FUL) as she raised concerns as to why the application 
had not been referred to Committee after the Parish Council had objected.

6. Finance
a) The Parish Clerk circulated schedules of Income and Expenditure relating to 

September 2016 and the schedules were accepted. Click here for schedules
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b) The Clerk gave details of two Grant Applications which had been received on behalf 
of Snitterfield Village Hall Management Committee for £1500.00 and the Link 
Magazine for £350.00

It was resolved that:
1. The Parish Clerk should write seeking more financial information from the Link 

Magazine, and,
2. Grant funding of £1500.00 to the Snitterfield Village Hall Management Committee 

emphasising the funds were for the replacement toilet block and the disabled
access to the hall from the side entrance.

7. Planning
The Clerk had previously circulated a schedule relating to all current planning               
applications.
The Clerk was requested to email the Planning Officer to express that the Parish Council 
supports the application relating to Maddon Croft (16/01339/FUL) if appropriate 
signage is put in place, highlighting the correct entrance to ensure the safety of all road 
users.

8. Flooding
Councillor C Pearson reported that the Smiths Lane/Bell Lane works were on target and 
due to be completed by 2 November 2016 according to a progress update by the project
manager correct as at 10th October 2016.
Whilst there had been a number of issues for motorists regarding the road closures, it 
had been confirmed that traffic lights had not been an option and the decision to close 
Bell Lane was made by the Police Authority.
With regards to the issues at The Green, the Police Authority believed that traffic was 
already travelling at 20mph or less through the built up section and therefore it was 
considered un-necessary to put other measures in place such as advisory speed 
restrictions.
The County Council had reconfirmed its decision not to implement a one way system on 
Bell Lane.
The County Council had previously confirmed that the emergency services had been 
notified of both closures. Concern was raised as to whether the emergency services had 
fully taken note of the road closures and the Clerk was requested to contact all three 
services to ensure that they were aware.
Councillor A Jones raised concern for the village shop as their takings had been 
significantly impacted since the road closures were in place, but reported that there is a 
compensation scheme, which he believed could be available to any business under     
financial strain which was operated by SDC through rate relief.
As a longer term measure to help both the shop and the Public House, Councillor A 
Jones suggested more signage and he was to let the Clerk have further details of          
locations andobtain prices for such signs.

9. Correspondence
The Parish Clerk had not received any correspondence.
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10.  SACC Grant
Councillor C Pearson confirmed that she had contacted Councillor J Horner to progress 
the installation of a flashing sign on Wolverton Road to slow road users down.
Councillor P Blanchard had circulated an analysis of the speed survey carried out earlier 
in the year as follows:

Bearley Road (Westbound)
0-30 94%
31-45 5.7%

Bearley Road (Eastbound)
0-30 90%
31-45 9.9%

Wolverton Road (Northbound)
0-30 56%
31-45 42%
46+ 1.7%

Wolverton Road (Southbound)
0-30 38%
31-45 59%
46+   3%

Councillor A Jones suggested that one measure which could be taken, would be to 
install a raised pedestrian refuge on Wolverton Road by the Sports Club.

11. Neighbourhood Plan
The Neighbourhood Plan Committee is in the process of modifying the neighbourhood 
plan taking into account the responses received following the pre-submission 
consultation.
Stratford District Council has notified the Parish Council of those Examiners who would 
be available to undertake the independent examination of the plan at the appropriate 
time. The final selection of Examiner is a decision that rests with SDC and the PC.

12.  Village Hall Planning Application
Councillor P Blanchard reported that the Village Hall Committee had made a request to 
the Lottery Commission, for an exemption from the postcode constraint, which would 
prevent an application for funding. 

13.  Observations from Parish Councillors
Councillor C Kimberley reported that there had been 59 responses to the 
Neighbourhood Plan Consultation and suggested that it could be an appropriate time to 
invite Sarah Brooke-Taylor to a meeting of the Parish Council.
Councillor C Kimberley had received an enquiry from a resident asking who was 
responsible for the trees on Gospel Oak Lane and Councillor Kimberly was to look into 
the matter.
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Councillor G Norris expressed that the speedy removal of fly tipping in the village was to
be praised.

Councillor C Elliott reported that there was a red flashing light on the defibrillator and 
the Clerk was asked to investigate.

The Clerk confirmed that whilst she had contacted both Vodafone and EE, due to the 
lack of signal for mobile phone users on the EE and Vodafone networks, she had been 
unable to resolve the issue and was therefore asked to contact the Ombudsman.

Councillor P Blanchard reported that he had contacted the County Council regarding 
blocked drains in the village.

The meeting finished at 9.50pm
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