
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
ON MONDAY, 14 SEPTEMBER 2015, COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM

PRESENT
Councillor P Blanchard
Councillor Mrs P Cox
Councillor Mrs C Elliott
Councillor A Jones
Councillor Ms C Pearson
Councillor D Tweed

County Councillor J Horner
District Councillor P Richards

8 members of the public

In the absence of the Clerk, Councillor Mrs Cox agreed to take the minutes of the meeting.

TO ELECT A CHAIRMAN
In the absence of Councillor Norris
Proposed Councillor Jones, Seconded Councillor Blanchard
‘That Councillor Tweed be elected Chairman’
So resolved

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Mr Jon Queralt, raised concerns regarding the improvements made for traffic calming at the 
corner of Wolverton Road and Bell Lane as parents have not noticed any discernible impact 
on the speed of traffic.  There is also concern that there is inadequate signage to ensure a 
safe walking route for school children.  

Councillor Tweed explained that a two part request had been made to Road Safety, WCC.  
The first phase had been implemented as per their recommendations, however, the second 
phase would be to implement a designated safe area for pedestrians (tarmac on Bell Brook 
side), but progress had been slow due to lack of budget.
 
Councillor Jones stated this is in the hands of the WCC Highways Dept, but CC Horner would 
be asked to assist with this and the PC and members of the public could help put pressure 
on Highways.

A discussion took place and different options were looked at, including speed surveys and 
parents offering to fundraise.  Councillor Ms Pearson queried how the PC could undertake a 
speed survey and asked when the last one had been carried out.

Councillor Richards informed the PC that speed survey costs would be approximately 
£250.00 and gave a contact name of James Parker, PTB Transport Planning (0121 454 5530).

It was agreed to take this up with Councillor Horner – Agenda item 5.
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Mr Duncan  Parker reported that the deadline for any funding from SACC is 1 October 2015.  
Anyone can apply, ie individual groups, companies, etc, who wish to reduce their carbon 
footprint in the village.  There is £2/3K available for good quality products and SACC are 
willing to help for good ideas. 

1. TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Councillor Norris
Councillor Ms Kimberley
Clerk I Wilkins

2. TO NOTE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor Tweed  - White Horse Hill planning application
Councillor Blanchard – White Horse Hill planning application

3. TO APPROVE MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 13 JULY 2015
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 13 July 2015, having been previously circulated, 
were agreed and signed by the Chairman.

4. MATTERS ARISING
a) Shaw Close – Section 106 Agreement
Councillor Tweed stated that this had been a slow process with the Legal Department at 
SDC.
It was agreed this item would be on the agenda at the next meeting.
b) Garages in Hales Close 
Councillor Tweed reported that the Clerk had written to Orbit a month ago regarding the 
dilapidated condition of the garages due to lack of maintenance.  No response had yet 
been received.  It was agreed for the Clerk to chase up.

5. TO RECEIVE COMMENTS/OBSERVATIONS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Councillor Horner reported that the major budget for safe routes to school was allocated 
to solving issues such as free transport.  He explained that primary schoolchildren living 
within 2 km of school are expected to walk; more than 2 km and they would qualify for 
free transport.  However, if the 2 km route to school is considered unsafe, children are 
entitled to free transport under the “Safe Routes to School” Initiative.  Councillor Horner 
stated that WCC have a further budget of approximately £2/2.5M to cover the next 3 
years, however, he explained this figure is to cover the whole county.

Councillor Horner reported that the scheme just implemented had cost in the region of 
£5K, whereas, for example, a Pelican Crossing would cost approximately £95K.  He stated 
he would request the engineers to complete the tarmac area as he felt this was the best 
option and would pass on the PC’s support for this.

Councillor Ms Pearson asked if Snitterfield had been identified as an unsafe route due to 
the lack of a safe crossing area.  Councillor Horner responded that it had not been 
assessed.  He suggested using sat nav data, which would give an indication of average 
speed, or radar which can be clipped to a lamppost showing exact speeds (currently with 
Bearley, although Snitterfield can use next).  He recommended that parents/carers could 
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write to Nigel Mimms at nigelmimms @ warwickshire.gov.uk stating their concerns.  
Councillor Ms Pearson to follow this up with parents and carers of schoolchildren.  
Councillor Horner reported the following:
There were now 9,000 people signed up to Dementia Friendly – the total aimed for is 
10,000.  
Advice is being given for electric blankets to be safety tested and the Fire Service 
recommend chimneys to be swept and smoke alarms tested.
Reported a £150K tourism grant.
Combined Authority Extraordinary Meeting on 3 September to discuss/consult with 7 
metropolitan boroughs in Birmingham.  A free vote took place with all parties 
(Conservatives, Liberals, Greens and Independents) except Labour voting against 
discussions with Birmingham.  Deprivation in Warwickshire and Birmingham had been 
considered, however, it was found that there were only 3 deprived areas in Warwickshire 
that would benefit from joining with Birmingham.  If discussions with Birmingham were 
instigated this would prevent talks with other counties.  Warwickshire are now looking at 
other adjacent counties.

6. TO RECEIVE COMMENTS/OBSERVATIONS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
Councillor Richards reported:
Shops are able to apply for a £500 one-off grant to improve their frontage, ie painting and
decorating.
The Core Strategy consultation had started on 13 August for 6 weeks, therefore closing on
26 September.  On 9 October a vote would be taken which, if positive, would allow this 
Strategy to be put forward to the Planning Inspector.
Councillor Richards agreed in the main with Councillor Horner regarding proceeding with 
a combined authority, however, he explained that as a rural region, we need to look at 
where we fit with other counties, ie Worcestershire, although, not enough information is 
known at present.   
He reported that Stratford had been approached regarding refugees.  Also, food banks 
had been set up and information sheets would be distributed notifying where to donate, 
etc.  He asked for anyone who wished to help to get in touch with the DC.
Councillor Blanchard remarked that the online consultation for combined authorities had 
not been a good one. Councillor Richards responded that the consultation had been 
rushed as the situation was moving very quickly.

7. FINANCE – RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS

Receipts
(a) A.E. Bennett & Sons Cemetery Fee (HENSON) £1,100-00
(b) Geo. Clifford & Sons Cemetery Fee (BANSTON)    £180-00
(c) E.ON Credit for Overcharge on previous    £406-98

Invoice – Street Lighting

Payments to be authorised
(a) Came & Company Renewal of Parish Council £1,511-29

Insurance
(b) Thomgarden Grass Cutting contract £1,150-00
(c) Avon Planning Services Neighbourhood Plan    £480-00
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(d) Stratford Herald Advertisement for Clerk Vacancy    £240-77
(e) Mee’s Wood Cut and mow verge- Park Lane    £222-00 
(f) E.ON Street Light Repair – Smiths Lane      £18-00
(g) Councillor Miss Kimberley Domain Registration -      £17-40

Neighbourhood Plan
(h) Severn Trent Water Water supply – Atteys Field     £20-83

(Direct Debit)

Councillor Tweed explained that the renewal of Parish Council insurance gave some 
discount on the premium due to the long-term agreement which continues until 2017 
with very little in change of terms, therefore reasonable to continue.
Three cheques were produced for signature.  The Clerk would be requested to set up the 
cheques for September finance payments.  Also it was agreed for Councillor Mrs Elliott to 
become a signatory.  Councillor Tweed would check with the Clerk on the procedure for 
this and also to ascertain the progress with the VAT claim backlog.
It was proposed and agreed to add an invoice recently received from Letia Ltd to the 
payments to be authorized for 2 galvanised steel fence panels which had been placed in 
the small playing field in an attempt to stop children from climbing the tree as this was 
considered a safety hazard.  The cost for this had previously been approved, £360.00 
including VAT, which is recoverable.   

Proposed Councillor Blanchard, Seconded Councillor Jones
‘That the listed items be authorized for payment’
So resolved.

8. PLANNING MATTERS – APPLICATIONS AND DECISIONS
Applications
(a) Mr. Jon Juxon T2 Sycamore : lift crown to 4m above ground level
     Sycamore House thin crown by 30%, reduce crown by 30%

     White Horse Hill 15/02295/TPO

Support

(b) Mr. & Mrs. R. Watkins Demolition of two existing dwelling houses 
     Radcote Farm and Radcote together with existing associated barns, creation of 

     Farm Cottage two replacement dwelling houses, formation of a
     Kings Lane conservation pond, new internal access drives and 

all other associated work
15/02146/FUL

Objection

(c) Mr. P. Baker Conversion of agricultural building to six two bed
     Snitterfield Fruit Farm holiday lets, creation of a new access to the holiday

lets from Kings Lane and associated parking.
Removal of open portal framed outbuilding and
construction of a replacement outbuilding for a 
biomass boiler and hopper
15/00741/FUL
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Planning Committee 16 September
Steev Ellson from Brock Charles Architects explained that he wished to raise 2 points of 
contention regarding the above application:
 He stated that the protection order of the historic hedgerow was not where the 

removal of hedge for the access would be.  Also, he pointed out that no issues had 
been raised from the Council Right of Way Team.

 Old Kings Lane – Permissive Way – He stated hat there was a Deed of Grant whereby 
each landowner has rights up and to the point of their land only along Old Kings 
Lane, including for the use of vehicle access and therefore this is a legal matter.

Councillor Tweed explained that, at the time of construction of the Northern Bypass and 
closure of the road now known as Old Kings Lane, there was an obligation on the Legal 
Dept at WCC to ensure a Permissive Right of Way was implemented as it was the only 
safe walk, cycle, horse riding route between Kings Lane and the start of the footpath and 
cycle way along the A46.
Councillor Blanchard stated all past and present members of the Parish Council had been 
fully engaged and their view was it is a vital Permissive Way.
Councillor Jones referred to the fact that although only part of the hedge has a 
preservation order, the basic principle applies to the greater length of the hedge, even 
though all of it may not have a formal protection order.
Councillor Blanchard to represent the Parish Council on Wednesday 16 September to 
maintain objection.

(d) Mr. Peter Newbold Demolition of garage and single storey extension to
11 and 12, Park Lane rear, erection of two storey extension to rear, dormer 

windows to front and alterations to existing driveway
15/02413/FUL

     
 Support

(e) Mr. John Levi Prior approval notification of change of use and
      Ingon Bank Farm conversion (Class Q (a) (b)) of agricultural building 
      Warwick Road to residential use (one dwelling totaling 80 sq.m).

15/02594/COUQ)

Support

(f) Mr. W.F. Murphy Construction of 3 bedroom house and alterations to 
     The Surgery site access following demolition of existing dental
     Church Road surgery – resubmission of 14/00259/FUL

15/02568/FUL

Support

(g) Mr. Ben Kruze T1 Apple – reduce crown by 1m and remove major
     26, The Green deadwood

T2 Pear – remove major deadwood 
15/03002/TPO

Support
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(h) Mr. Philip Graham Proposed one and half storey extension to rear and
     2, Heath End Cottages extension to existing outbuilding
     Heath End APP.J3720/Y/15/3132782

Notification of Appeal

(i) Mr. Darren Browne Single storey rear extension
     Blossom Cottage 15/03155/FUL
     The Green

Submission pending

(j) Mr. Ray Morris Outline Application for 25no. houses, 2 no. 
     Land adjoining (East) commercial units (Use Class B1), public open space
     White Horse Hill including woodland trail and car park for the war

memorial with vehicular access from White Horse Hill 
and all other matters reserved
APP/J3720/W/15/3129788

Notification of Appeal

With regard to the above application for White Horse Hill, Councillor Tweed stated that 
the Parish Council
had to consider two possible points:
 if there was a need for Snitterfield Parish Council to submit any further comment 

(deadline for submission is 12 October) and
 it was noted that the Applicant had chosen to have the matter dealt with by a 

Hearing which the Parish Council can attend and can apply to present the Parish 
Council’s views on the Appeal.

It was noted that the Core Strategy had changed with regard to the Green Belt and this 
was a historic piece of land.  It was felt that this should be looked at again and would be 
referred to the Chairman, Councillor Norris to see if the Parish Council should provide 
further written submission and/or to apply to make a presentation at the Hearing.  
Councillor Blanchard would establish if the NPC could make a written submission, or if 
not, as individuals.
It was reported that an unsolicited letter had been received from Parkwood Consultancy 
Services giving an approximate cost for representing the Parish Council at the Appeal.  
This would be carried forward for Councillor Norris to consider.

Decisions
(a) Stratford upon Avon Change of Use of part of car park to hand car wash 
     Garden Centre and erection of timber building (retrospective)
     Warwick Road APP/J3720/W/15/301450
     Black Hill

Appeal Allowed
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(b) Mr. & Mrs. A. Campbell Demolition of existing maintenance building and 
      Maddon Croft erection of a building to provide ancillary 
      Warwick Road residential accommodation in connection with the
      Black Hill occupation of Maddon Croft

APP/J3720/W/15/3006168

Appeal Dismissed

(c) Mr. P. Baker Conversion of listed threshing barn and adjoining
     Snitterfield Fruit Farm barns to create one dwelling.  Conversion of 
     Kings Lane cartshed to provide associated garaging

15/01426/LBC
     

Consent Granted with Conditions

(d) Mr. Peter Newbold As at Application (d) above
     11 and 12, Park Lane

Permission with Conditions

(e) Oakwood Partnership Application for approval of reserved matters 
      The Limes relating to access, appearance, landscaping, layout
      White Horse Hill and scale for the erection of one detached dwelling

Pursuant of outline planning permission 12/02824/OUT
15/01671/REM

Approval

(f) Stratford upon Avon Continued use as a garden centre incorporating the 
       Garden Centre sale of clothing up to 627sq.m, books up to 159sq.m
       Warwick Road cards up to 32 sq.m and butcher up to 158 sq.m
       Black Hill 15/01167/FUL

Permission with Conditions
    
9. CORRESPONDENCE

a) A letter from Nadhim Zahawi MP regarding a complaint of litter in the Cemetery.  
The Clerk to reply.

b) A letter from Stratford Gliding Club regarding the planning consent for use of motor 
gliders as they are now commencing use of motor gliders, also advising that a form 
will be provided to give essential information in the event of any complaint regarding
motor glider operation.  The Clerk would be requested to acknowledge this letter, 
following receipt of the complaint form.  Councillor Mrs Cox asked if residents are 
aware of the gliders limitations and where to report any concerns.  It was agreed to 
look at the form to ascertain if this is fully covered and insert in the Snipe and on the 
village website.

c) A Notice of the Annual General Meeting of Warwickshire Association of Local 
Councils on 4 November 2015 was received.  Marcus Jones MP, Minister for Local 
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Government would be the speaker at 7.30pm, Shire Hall, Warwick.  Anyone wishing 
to attend must register by 7 October by letting the Clerk know.

10.TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
The Neighbourhood Plan Committee (NPC) is continuing to work on the policies for the 
Draft Plan.
Stratford District Council has stated in its submitted Core Strategy (September 2014 with 
amendments in June 2015, Section 4.1.7), that built-up area boundaries will be defined 
for those local service villages that lie within the Green Belt in order to identify where 
limited infilling would be appropriate.  The NPC is in the process of identifying the draft 
village boundary for Snitterfield.
It is proposed to hold an Open Day in October to consult with stakeholders on the 
progress made with the Plan to date. 

11.APPOINTMENT PROCEDURE FOR CLERK TO THE PARISH COUNCIL
A discussion took place regarding the recruitment of Clerk to the PC.  The following was 
agreed:
 all members of the Parish Council would be involved in the appointment of the Clerk 

except Councillor Jones who asked to abstain
 confirmation of approval was given for the advertisement and Councillor Norris had 

approved the cost for advertisement in the Stratford Herald – the advertisement on 
the WALC website being free of charge  

 re-advertisement for this position would not be undertaken at the present time , as 
the Clerk has confirmed that three applications have been received to date and the 
closing date for applications is 30 September 2015. 

 applications would be sent to all participating PC’s
 interviews would be conducted by a 3 person panel.  It was felt that 4 PC’s could be 

intimidating and possibly not obtain the best from the applicants.  The Chairman, 
Councillor Norris would head this panel and would nominate 2 further PC’s

 the interview panel would examine the WALC Person Specification against the 
applications to select suitable applicants

 the interview panel would follow the WALC guidelines on interviewing
 the interview panel would report to all PC’s with their comments/interview notes to 

enable all PC’s to make an informed decision on the appointment
 the successful applicant would receive an initial telephone call from Councillor Norris

and subject to their acceptance the Offer Letter and Contract of Employment would 
be despatched

 35 hours per month would be sufficient for this role, however, if more hours were 
required, ie increase to 40 hours, this could be considered and therefore flexibility 
for this role would be required by job applicants

 the pay scale was agreed with the starting point to be offered within this scale to be 
discussed at a future date together with the confirmation of budget for the use of a 
home office/equipment  

 an ‘out of pocket’ expenses procedure would be required and receipts produced 
from the Clerk for expenses, ie postage, printer cartridges, etc, before payments 
were made

 travel costs for mileage would be looked into – also the current Clerk would be asked 
to seek further information on pension staging.
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12.TO CONSIDER PROPOSALS FOR FUTURE PROCEDURE FOR RESPONDING TO PLANNING 
APPLICATION CONSULTATIONS AND TO AGREE PREFERRED PROCEDURE
It was agreed that Dropbox had been successful as the Clerk could extract all PC’s 
comments quickly and easily and reply to SDC, and that use of this facility for Councillors 
comments should continue.
It was agreed that the hard copies of planning applications would in the first instance be 
sent to Councillor Norris as Chair.  Any Parish Councillor who wished to view the hard 
copies would be able to request this as obviously it is advantageous to view large 
drawings.

13.TO CONSIDER PROPOSALS FOR ELECTRONIC SPEED SIGNS TO AID TRAFFIC CALMING
Councillor Tweed reported costs for an electronic “Slow Down” sign as approximately 
£1,840 (battery or mains).  If solar powered, there was additional £340.  Add-ons can also
be acquired giving data information, ie vehicle speeds, at an overall cost in the region of 
£2,105.  The signs can be moved around.
Councillor Tweed would speak with other local Parish Councils to ascertain if they felt 
these were useful.

14.TO CONSIDER WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF 
INTEREST IN PROPOSED COMMUNITY LENGTHSMAN SCHEME
The Clerk would be asked to notify the Parish Council’s Expression of Interest in the 
Lengthsman Scheme before the deadline of 30 September, however, further discussion 
would be deferred until the next PC meeting.

15.TO CONSIDER INDICATIVE COST FOR REPLACEMENT OF CHAIN LINK FENCE BETWEEN 
SMALL PLAYGROUND AND GARDENS/ALLOTMENTS AND AGREE BASIS FOR 
PROCEEDING TO OBTAIN FIRM QUOTATIONS
Councillor Tweed had acquired a quote for the chain fence from Mee’s Wood of the order
of £2,000 to replace the fencing and cut back the overgrown boundary fencing.  
Councillor Tweed would obtain 3 firm quotations. 

16.TO RECEIVE COMMENTS/OBSERVATIONS FROM COUNCILLORS
Councillor Tweed read an email from Councillor Ms Kimberley regarding the Village Hall 
open day hours from 10am-2pm as she was concerned that not all residents would have 
the opportunity to attend during these hours.  Also, she was concerned regarding the 
wording of the form to be distributed during the open day for residents to fill in and 
return.  Councillor Blanchard explained that the open day had already been publicised 
with the timeframe and therefore it was too late for change.  It was agreed the form did 
give residents the opportunity to respond openly without any leading questions.  He also 
reported that the structural survey had been satisfactory.      

Councillor Jones had received a quotation for replacing the tiles on the bus stop of less 
than £100.  Councillor Norris would be asked to give his approval for this.

Councillor Mrs Elliott had received an email from Susan Moon regarding a complaint of 
litter on the footpath from Bearley Road and the back of the playing fields.   The 
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complaint had been made to SDC and this had been logged.  It was agreed that SDC 
should reply to this.  Councillor Mrs Elliott would look into litter signage and costs.

Councillor Blanchard reported the skip on the pavement by the Church had now been 
collected as he had telephoned the number on the skip and asked them to remove it.

Councillor Mrs Cox had received an email regarding the litter in the cemetery which was 
read out.  Councillor Tweed explained that the Parish Council were waiting for the 
contractor (Biffa) to confirm they would collect the bin every 2 weeks from inside the 
Cemetery, empty and return to its original position.  Once this had been received, an 
order for the bin would be placed.  Councillor Jones would obtain a quotation to rectify 
the gate which was hanging only by the top hinge.

Councillor Ms Pearson reported positive news on the Flood Meeting.  Quotes from a 
national contractor had exceeded £2M; WCC Flood Risk Management stepped in, 
believing they could obtain better quotes using local contacts.  EA are now in possession 
of quotes for an outline plan that meets the budget and are satisfied they can proceed to 
detailed drawings.  It is hoped that work can start next year.  She explained that within 
10-14 days a letter would be distributed to the community regarding an open meeting.  
Councillor Ms Pearson explained that she had been in touch with the Charity Commission
regarding the Sir Stephen Hales Charity.  Councillor Ms Pearson to obtain the bank details 
from the Clerk as the money charitably raised would not be released, but could go to a 
local charity with similar aims.

Councillor Tweed asked if the Parish Council needs to send any response to SDC regarding
the Draft Core Strategy Consultation period which ends on 25 September.  The concensus
view was that no response from the Parish Council was required.

Councillor Tweed proposed that Vandalism and Anti-Social Behaviour be on the Agenda 
for the Parish Council Meeting in October.

The meeting finished at 11.09pm.
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