
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF SNITTERFIELD PARISH COUNCIL HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL 
ON MONDAY 11 SEPTEMBER 2017, COMMENCING AT 7.30 PM

PRESENT 
Councillor P Blanchard (Chair) 
Councillor Mrs P Cox
Councillor Mrs C Elliott
Councillor Ms C Kimberley
Councillor Mrs C Pearson
Councillor G Norris
Councillor D Tweed
County Councillor Mrs A Parry
District Councillor Peter Richards
6 members of the public

Public Participation
Mr O Schimdt-Hansen presented a planning application for proposed works at The Gables, 
Smith’s Lane, which he was intending to submit to SDC in the near future.

Mr Schimdt-Hansen also indicated that rejuvenation works to the telephone kiosk were to 
take place by way of replacement window panes.

Ms E Cass attended the meeting and made a presentation to the Parish Council regarding 
the planning application at the Stratford Armouries and the PC to consider supporting the 
application. 

1. Apologies
There were no apologies for absence.

2. Declarations of Interest
Councillor Mrs C Elliott declared a pecuniary interest arising from the item regarding the
proposed development at the Sports Club and took no part in the discussion or voting 
thereon. 
Councillor G Norris declared a personal interest arising from the item regarding the 
proposed development at the Sports Club and took no part in the discussion.
Councillor C Kimberley declared a financial interest in the item relating to finance and 
took no parting in the voting. 

3. Co-option of a Parish Councillor
Following the decision taken at the meeting of 10 July 2017 to co-opt Mr Paul Smith as a
Parish Councillor, the Chairman welcomed Councillor Smith to the Parish Council.  The 
Clerk accepted Councillor Smith’s signed Declaration of Acceptance of Office form and 
Register of Member’s Interest form.

4. To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 10 July 2017
The minutes of the meeting held on 10 July 2017, having been previously circulated, 
were agreed and signed by the Chairman.
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5. Matters Arising
a) Cycle Route – Old Kings Lane

The Clerk was still arranging for the order of a new ‘Permissive Way’ sign as the last 
one had been stolen.  The Clerk was asked to arrange for Beck & Co to erect the 
signage when appropriate. 

b) Hurdlers Lane
Councillor P Blanchard reported that he had met with Douglas Doherty expressing 
concern for some residents in houses on Hurdlers Lane and considered that WRHA 
has a duty of care and a moral responsibility to their residents to keep the properties 
in a condition that is suitable, and not a danger to their health. It would appear that 
the decision not to install mains gas and gas-fired heating when the houses were 
built was a financial one and subsequently residents have not only had to bear the 
financial cost of expensive electric heating, but also suffered from an unhealthy living
environment. 
Councillor P Cox reported that a meeting would be held on 27 September between CAB and 
SDC, where it was hoped that Hurdler’s Lane high electricity costs would be discussed.

c) Illegal Tipping on Land at Ingon Lane/Duffins Piece
The owner had until 31 May 2017 to fully comply with the notice which requires the 
removal of all waste brought onto the land from elsewhere and the permanent 
cessation of the use of the land for the deposit and storage of waste materials. This 
enforcement notice had been properly entered onto Stratford District Council’s 
enforcement register.  Councillor P Richards indicated that as this was on private 
land, SDC was not able to pursue the matter, but WCC could, and Councillor Richards 
was to keep the PC updated.

d) Sports Club
Councillor P Blanchard circulated a report following a recent meeting of the Working 
Group as follows:
The Working Group have considered this proposal and sought legal advice, 
professional advice, consulted with the District Councillor and consulted with the 
village in order to reach a decision. Additionally we have been guided by the Charity 
Commission scheme that regulates the use of the playing field. It is clear to the 
Working Group that the Parish Council has a responsibility to recommend how the 
whole playing field, including the playground, should be developed for use by the 
whole community.
This is the recommended response from the Working Group to the Sports Club 
proposal:
1. The Parish Council is willing to consider the construction of the Sports Club's

clubhouse and a car park on the playing field. A Playing Field Working Group 
should be established to include members of the Parish Council, Sports Club, 
SPLART and other interested parties in order to:
(i) recommend how the whole playing field, including the playground, could be

developed for use by the whole community,
(ii) determine how any proposed clubhouse would provide benefits to the whole 

community, 
(iii) investigate other playing field schemes (eg Barford) so that we can benefit 

from their experience in setting up and running a successful scheme,
(iv) consider how the whole playing field, including any proposed clubhouse, the 

playground and the rest of the field be managed.
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(v) consider how Sports Club land could be used for the benefit of the whole
community.

The Parish Council will produce a detailed remit for this Working Group.
2. The Parish Council is opposed to moving the tennis courts to the playing field for 

the following reasons:
• It would transform the nature of the PC playing field from an open space for 

the use of all residents to a sports field for the use primarily of members of the
Sports Club. This is particularly the case if the space to be occupied by the new 
clubhouse and extended car park is taken into account.

• The tennis courts on the playing field would cause a nuisance to residents of 
Hales Close and Highfield Close living near to them, from both noise and 
lighting

• It is questionable whether planning permission for floodlights would in fact be 
granted.

• The tennis courts on the playing field would be no nearer the new clubhouse 
than the existing ones.

3. The Parish Council would consider granting a lease to the SC for a site on which 
any clubhouse would be built if the Parish Council decided to allow any such a
development. 

4. The Parish Council would not be prepared to grant a lease for the whole playing 
field. The management of the field is to be considered by the Playing Field
Working Group.

A vote was taken on each of the above items, and as the majority voted in favour of 
each, the Parish Council agreed to all of the recommendations of the Working Group 
and to progress the matter.

e) Dog Fouling
Snitterfield Sports Club considered that they had adequate signage in place regarding
the CCTV monitoring the cricket field and did not require the PC to provide any.
Councillor Elliott agreed to put up further signage regarding dog fouling next to the 
Dog Waste Bag Dispenser at the entrance to the playing field. 
The Dog Waste Bag Dispenser was being used but not abused by residents. A 
replacement combined waste bin and dog bin should be considered in the parking 
area of the playing fields. 

f) Sir Stephen Hales Charity
Councillor C Kimberley continued to make progress regarding the reinstatement of 
this charity, but still needed to obtain various pieces of information before the 
matter could be progressed.

g)  Street Lighting
The Clerk confirmed that an order has been submitted for the purchase of the two 
street lights required on Park Lane and Mr A Jones had previously agreed to accept 
their delivery. 

 h) Village Signage
Councillor P Richards confirmed that eight new road signs were now on order due to 
the poor state of the current road name signs.

i) Website
Councillor Mrs C Pearson had purchased the domain name 
snitterfieldparishcouncil.org.uk Work would commence on the new website in the 
near future.
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j) Benches
The Clerk reported that 2 new benches including memorial plaques had now been 
installed next to the telephone kiosk, however, concern was raised over the long 
term security of the new benches and members asked the Clerk to enquire as to the 
possibility of obtaining and fitting more secure fixings. £310.00 had been donated 
towards the cost of the new benches.

k) Blue Badge Parking
Following an email from WCC requesting permission to paint markings for a Blue 
Badge Parking Space on land at the Village Hall, the PC agreed to the request and the 
Clerk was asked to notify Graham Stanley at WCC. 

6.  Report from County Councillor Mrs A Parry 
County Councillor Mrs A Parry Reported that WCC has launched its annual grant scheme
to help communities address local flooding issues. Applications for these grants are 
invited from Parish Councils. There is a limit of up to £5000 per location per annum. Fur-
ther details and guidance documents are available from: 
http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/grants#floodsgrant

As a reminder the Community Grant scheme has been launched together with the 
Members Delegated Transport Budget and the closing date for applications is in October
2017. It would be helpful if any proposals or initiatives are raised with Cllr Parry  in the 
first instance.

In spite of its title Wellesbourne & Kineton Community Forum does include Snitterfield 
and the next community forum is to be held on Thursday 21st September at St. Peter's 
Church Hall in Wellesbourne when the Police will be providing various updates.

7. Report from Stratford District Councillor – Councillor P Richards reported as follows:
Community Infrastructure Levy 
On Monday 11th September the Council received its final report from the Planning 
Inspector on our CIL Policy. At the time of writing I have not seen a copy of that report 
but I will receive a copy shortly and will share further details on its content when-
possible.
The next steps are for the Council to adopt the policy, which we anticipate doing at the 
October meeting of the full Council. Once adopted the Council will be in a position to 
formally implement the policy.
Transport Strategy
Earlier this year the Council produced and consulted on a Draft Transport Strategy, in 
conjunction with Warwickshire County Council.
The County Council are responsible for bringing together all for the consultation 
responses, which range from shorts paragraphs to full 20 page documents. 
We are told that the consultation response was the largest ever seen by the County and 
as a result there has been a delay in bringing together the final report. I continue to put 
pressure on the County officers to enable us to confirm and adopt the Strategy, subject 
to any changes required after the consultation.
Housing and Infrastructure Fund
In July this year the Government announced a new Housing and Infrastructure Fund that
will provide a total of £1.2bn of funding to Councils to help fast track infrastructure
projects that would unlock housing schemes. 
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There are two forms of application, one called Forward Funding that is only available to 
County Councils to a value of £250m. The second called Marginal Funding which is 
available to District Councils up to a value of £10m.
SDC have a list of projects it is seeking to put forward for marginal funding, including 
bids for the Gateway Project, the Canal Quarter and the Long Marston Garden Village. 
These are being drawn up and will be given priority based on the value they would bring
to the district and their chances of success.
SDC have also requested that a Forward Funding bid be put forward by Warwickshire 
County Council, to assist with the delivery of the LMA site and the infrastructure that 
surrounds it, including the SWRR. That view has been accepted by the County Council 
along with three other bids they have a desire to bring to fruition. Again, priority will be 
given to the bid that provides the best value to the county and has the highest chance of
success.
The deadline for bids is the 28th September and I will be in a position to give more in-
formation once we know which bids have been successfully submitted. 
Affordable Homes Working Group
In 2015 a task group was established by the Council to consider ways in which it could 
help in the delivery of affordable homes across the District. That working group was 
then superseded by a Cabinet Working Group in January this year to continue the work 
and bring forward a delivery plan.
Consideration has been given to a number of different options including direct delivery 
of housing, community delivery, partnership working, and joint ventures and 
establishing a wholly owned local housing company (LHC). 
At Cabinet on Monday 11th September, approval was given for the Working Group to 
progress with a business plan for a wholly owned LHC. That business plan is be subject 
to further approval by the Cabinet before further actions can be taken, but this is 
considered to be a very positive step by Stratford DC.

8. Finance
a) The Parish Clerk circulated schedules of Income and Expenditure relating to July & 

August 2017 and the schedules were agreed unanimously. 
b) The Clerk reported that the PC’s insurance was due for renewal and members agreed

to enter into a three year contract to reduce the cost of the premium. 

9. Planning
The Clerk had previously circulated a schedule relating to all current planning 
applications which is appended to these minutes.

10. Flooding
Councillor C Pearson agreed to look into the matter of the temporary road surface 
which still remained in place at The Green and the potential funding for a trash screen 
at Bearley Brook. 

11. Correspondence 
The Clerk reported that the External Auditor had returned the PC’s certified Audit. 

12. Standing Orders
Councillors P Blanchard and C Kimberley were to review the Orders for submission to a 
future meeting.
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13. Speeding
Councillors Mrs C Pearson & Mrs P Cox confirmed that they now had 6 volunteers to 
join the Community Speed Watch Scheme.  Councillor Mrs P Cox had spoken with 
PC C Morgan and discussed training, equipment and the long term commitment. 

14. Neighbourhood Plan
At a meeting held on 15th June between members of the Neighbourhood Plan 
Committee (NPC), Neil Pearce (Planning Consultant), and Matthew Neil (Policy Officer 
SDC) to discuss specific points raised about the recommended modifications in the 
Examiner's Report, it was agreed that Matthew Neil would review the Parish Council 
proposals with colleagues and make recommendations back to the NPC. 

On 21st July Matthew Neal replied to the NPC, and also included details of the response 
received from the Examiner in respect of the specific points referred to her. In that 
reply, SDC supported the proposed boundary corrections, and the adding of the word 
'valued' into one of the policies, both of which were confirmed by the Examiner as 
simple corrections. The changing of certain wording (i.e. from 'appropriate' to 
'necessary'), where this had been requested, was also agreed with the Examiner as it is 
not a Basic Condition issue and there is flexibility within the choice of words. All other 
modifications proposed by the Examiner were accepted by SDC. 
It was agreed that the Parish Council was happy to accept these modifications and 
request the Neighbourhood Plan Committee to produce the Referendum version of the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

15. Remembrance Sunday
The Clerk was asked to make the necessary arrangements for Remembrance Sunday 
and order a wreath for the Chairman to lay at the memorial on Remembrance Sunday. 

16. Annual Play Area Inspection
The Clerk was asked to make the necessary arrangements for the PC’s Annual Play Area 
Inspections.
It was agreed that funds would be required to repair or replace some items of 
equipment at the play areas and this was to be discussed at the next meeting. 

17. Village Hall Planning Application
Councillor P Blanchard reported that it did not appear that the Village Hall would be 
able to make a successful application for funding from the National Lottery and the 
VHMC were looking at other ways to raise funds and make improvements to the hall in 
stages. 
Following the news that Eric Noble and Elizabeth Johnson were leaving the area, the 
Chairman gave the PC’s thanks to the sterling work that they had given to this project.

18. Observations from Parish Councillors
Councillor G Norris asked the Clerk to enquire as to the outcome of the compensation 
claims made for the shop and the pub following the works to the culvert and loss of 
business.

C Kimberley reported that two vacant allotment plots had been filled and there were 
still three plots available for rent.
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Councillor C Elliott had spoken to the Chair of the Nursery regarding the possibility of 
any interested party purchasing the Methodist Church with a view to leasing it to the 
Nursery.

Councillor C Pearson reported that a group of Volunteers ‘Rubbish Friends’ were looking
at carrying out a litter pick in the village and further volunteers were needed to form a 
satellite group. 

Councillor D Tweed asked the Clerk to add an item of replacement bins to the next 
agenda.

The Chairman reported that WCC were in a position to donate used laptops to 
organisations who met their criteria. 

19. Observations from members of the public
Mr R Biggs addressed the Council regarding a planning application for further works at 
the Fruit Farm.

The meeting finished at 9.45pm

Appendix 1
Planning Schedule – July & August 2017 

Application 
Number

Application Details Comments 
required by

SPC Comment SDC Comment

16/03227/FUL Hollow Meadow Farm, Kings Lane
Retrospective application for change of use 
of building to a domestic garage/storage 
unit and for the change of use of land 
surrounding the proposed garage/storage 
unit from agricultural to residential curtilage
(use Class C3)

07/11/16 Objection 
Withdrawn

Granted

17/00765/FUL Snitterfield Fruit Farm
Proposed new vehicular access track

12/04/17 Object

17/01109/FUL Avebury, Smith’s Lane
Single storey side and rear extensions

30/06/17
12/08/17

Withdrew 
Objection

Granted

17/01110/LBC Avebury, Smith’s Lane
Single storey side and rear extensions

30/06/17
12/08/17

Withdrew 
Objection

Granted

17/01247/FUL Grange Meadow, Ingon Lane
Proposed conversion of existing steel portal 
frame storage building and concrete 
buildings to private dwelling house with 
garage and pool.

07/06/17 Object
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17/01351FUL Ashcroft Stud, The Green
Installation of covered horse walker

14/06/17 Support Granted

17/01423/LBC The Old Cottage, Brookside
Proposed structural repairs to timber frame,
part reconstruction of brick plinth and brick 
infill panels, replacement of  'w20' steel and 
modern storm-proof timber window frames.
Reduction of floor levels within cat-slide 
extension, removal of quarry tile floor tiles 
and replacement with welsh slate flags to 
cat-slide extension and matching lias to 
main dwelling. Replacement roof structure 
to cat-slide extension reusing existing roof 
tiles. Removal of brick fireplace and hearth 
and reopening of original fireplace. leveling 
first floor  bathroom floor retaining existing 
floor joists

03/07/17 Support

17/01423/LBC AMENDED – The Old Cottage, Brookside
Replacement of sole plate, reconstruction of
no.4 brick infill panels and localised timber 
frame repairs on SE elevation; replacement 
of 4no. C20 windows; insertion of 2no. 
conservation roof lights to rear elevation; 
reduction of floor level in lean-to & 
replacement of existing quarry tiles for flags;
replacement of lean-to roof structure 
reusing existing roof tiles; removal of brick 
fireplace and hearth to reopen original 
fireplace; installation of secondary floor to 
bathroom retaining existing floor joists

04/09/17 Support

17/01594/FUL Avon Lodge, Ryon Hill, Warwick Road, SOA
A five bedroom dwellings

26/07/17 Object

17/01721/FUL Babe Ke Farm, Stratford Northern Bypass 
Proposed : Use of Land for religious festival 
for 14 days per year including the erection 
of marquees, toilets, temporary tents, cara-
vans and portable offices 

24/07/17 Support with 
conditions 

Granted

17/01749/FUL The Old Cottage, Brookside
Proposed demolition of existing garage and 
office, porch and link wall. Construction of 
extension to form Granny annex

22/08/17 Support
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17/01750/LBC The Old Cottage, Brookside
Proposed demolition of existing garage and 
office, porch and link wall. Construction of 
extension to form Granny annex

22/08/17 Support

17/02199/FUL Glebe End, Church Road
Construction of replacement porch and new 
two storey side extension

05/09/17 Support

17/02202/FUL 5 Bearley Road
Proposed first floor and side extensions to 
existing side extension and construction of 
front porch

05/09/17 Support

17/02365/FUL Heath End Farm, Heath End
Change to gates at farmyard entrance

19/09/17

17/02551/FUL Land Adj. to telephone Exchange, 
Bearley Road
Erection of three residential dwellings

25/09/17

Tree Preservation Orders

Application 
Number

Application Detail Comments 
required by

SPC Comment SDC Comment

17/01670/TREE Charnwood, Smith’s Lane
T1 - Goat Willow - Reduce height by approx. 
50% to 15ft and reduce spread by approx. 
50%

27/06/17 Support No objection

17/02725/TREE Meadow View, The Green
T1 - Hornbeam - crown reduction by 
approx. 30% in height and width and thin by 
10%

28/09/17
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