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The Village Fete, held on 26 June, was
well attended, especially as we were
fortunate to have a warm, sunny day.

SUMMER FUN FOR ALL...

DR TEETH BIG BAND
Friday, 23 September 2005 – 7.30pm-11.30pm

£15, including supper

Live, for one night only, following their sell-out tours of Chicago, Marbella International Jazz festival and Norton
Lindsey, the Dr Teeth Big Band will be raising the roof at SNITTERFIELD VILLAGE HALL on 23 September. With jump,
jive and blues from the halcyon days of swing, you will have to ﬁght your way onto the dance ﬂoor. From Frank
Sinatra to Robbie Williams, mixed up with tunes from the likes of Ray Charles and Cab Calloway, they‘ll get your
feet jumping and your heart pumping. This band will sell out so get your dancing shoes on for what is probably the
best band outside the Windy City. TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM SNITTERFIELD STORES OR SALLY ON 01789 731478.
Proﬁts support SNIPE Magazine and Snitterﬁeld Cricket Club.

News from Richard Hobbs
your County Councillor

As your local Councillor I am aware
of the many organisations in the
village which help the community.
Funds are always a problem but
many of you may not be aware that
the County and the District Council
do have money allocated in their
budget to help you. The trouble
is, however, that it can be rather
difﬁcult to access this money.
I thought, therefore, that a brief
summary might help organisations
to know what is available and how they might access these
funds.
The County Council have a Community Development Fund for a
‘one-off ‘ project, which meets local needs and is especially aimed
at starting up projects for the young and elderly. Grants of up to
£5,000 are available. The project must, however, demonstrate a
long lasting beneﬁt to the community and cannot include sport
activities and one off celebratory events. Applications have to be
in by 22 August 2005 so you will need to hurry – please ring me if
you need any help.
The District Council also gives out grants for starting up similar
community/voluntary projects – the theme for this year is Young
People. Sporting activities are also, however, eligible for District
Council grants although only half of the project can be funded.
The District Council did give the Snipe Newsletter a start up grant
two years ago but felt unable to support ongoing funding.
Remember you can apply to the County and the District at the
same time and for the same scheme.
If you need any help please call Richard Hobbs on
01789 730331 or Helene Toogood on 01789 290787

THE PARISH PLAN has now reached its ﬁnal draft and
was recently put on display at the Village Fete for the
public to read and comment. The draft has been sent to the
Parish Council and District Council for approval before ﬁnal
amendment and publication in August. The Action Plan is
prepared and will be agreed following acceptance by both
Councils. The steering committee would like to thank all
those who have participated in the production of the plan
and questionnaire, which was well supported and gave us
useful suggestions which have been incorporated into the
action plan.

Gerry Stammers, Chairman of the Steering Group
RURAL HOUSEBOUND SERVICE

The Rural Housebound Service is a partnership between Warwickshire
County Council and Age Concern offering a free library service to all
housebound people living across rural Warwickshire.
You will qualify for the service if you:
• Live within rural Warwickshire
• Do not have your own transport
• Do not have relatives or friends who can regularly change your books
• Are unable to gain access to any other library or mobile library
service.
Two volunteers will visit you in your home every four weeks, bringing
your selection of books, talking books, music cassettes or jigsaws. You
can request any items you want free of charge and we can even help
you with any information needs you may have.

To ﬁnd out more about Warwickshire County Council
Rural Housebound Services telephone: 01926 851031

We have recently lost two of our most well loved residents,
both contributed a great deal to our village and will be sadly
missed by us all.

RICHARD BLOXHAM 1911-2005
Born in Upper Goldicote, Richard lived most of
his life in the village. Always very active until ill
health slowed him down recently, he certainly
enjoyed life to the full.
Richard was well known to Snipe readers – an
article describing his working life and activities
appeared in Issue 3 , his gardening skills were described in Issue 7,
and his famous bell-ringing in Issue 8.

JAN RAWLINGS 1936 -2005
Jan lived most of her life in Snitterﬁeld, she grew
up in Snitterﬁeld with her three brothers and
four sisters. On leaving school Jan worked in The
Primrose Café in Stratford. It was there that she
met her future husband Vic, whom she married
in 1955. Sadly Vic died early in 2004.
Jan had a varied working life that included apple picking, potato
picking, factory work and running her own fruit and vegetable
delivery round in the village.
Jan and Vic and their family moved out of Snitterﬁeld in 1984 to live
in Bishops Itchington, where Jan ran the village shop until 1990.
It was during this time that Jan and Vic ﬁrst went to Gambia in West
Africa, they returned on many occasions, making many friends both
Gambian and English.
On returning to Snitterﬁeld in 1990 Jan became involved with
running the ‘Thursday Club’, for which she organised numerous
outings and fund raising events.
Jan will probably be best remembered for her love of gardening.
She spent many hours growing various plants or creating hanging
baskets. She was a prominent member of the Garden Club, where
her green ﬁngers won her many prizes in the annual produce show.
Following Vic’s death last year Jan donated a cup to the Garden Club
in memory of her husband. The cup was awarded for the ﬁrst time
last year to the winner of the best rose in the show. For many years
Jan was responsible for maintaining the planters on the green near
the village shop. These were enjoyed very much by all in the village
and it is only recently that Jan felt unable to continue with this task.
In the early 1990s when Vic was diagnosed with Motor Neurone
Disease Jan put a tremendous effort into caring for him and in raising
thousands of pounds for the association.
Her annual open gardens, with the help of neighbours and family
became quite a social occasion, enjoyed by many.
Jan will be deeply missed but she will always be remembered for her
sense of fun, her willingness to help anyone and her ability to grow
almost anything in her garden.

text2talk – help for kids with bullying and harassment
Warwickshire Police in partnership with Warwickshire County Council,
Connexions Youth Service and Stagecoach in Warwickshire, has launched
an innovative service to support young victims of bullying and racial
harassment – text2talk.
Young people can text a message to 07786 200 999 from a mobile phone
to report an incident and get conﬁdential help and support from the
Warwickshire Partnership.
text2talk is being promoted in senior schools and details are displayed
at police stations, libraries, doctors’ and dentists’ surgeries, parish notice
boards and community centres, and on Stagecoach buses.

SCOUTING IN BEARLEY AND SNITTERFIELD
The 1st Bearley and Snitterﬁeld Scout
Group was formed in 1969 with the merger
of groups from both villages who had
the lease of some land in Bearley Woods,
where the building of a traditional wooden
hut commenced later that year. There are
several residents of Snitterﬁeld today who
were involved in the project.
We were very fortunate in being able
to purchase more than four acres of
land several years later, which includes
woodland, campsite and campﬁre area.
It would be fair to say that we are very
proud of the location and facilities that
we have and no doubt the envy of many a
Scout Group.
For those that do not know, the site is on
part of an old World War ll airﬁeld built as
a class ‘A’ bomber site for the Americans
in 1941. However, the airﬁeld was not
up to the standards required for take off
and landing of the big American bombers
and so became a Royal Air Force training
base, closing in 1946. The site is perfect for
enjoying a whole range of activities that
everyone associates with Scouting, from
camping, shelter building, pioneering and
tracking, to simply observing the wildlife
– and we have plenty of different species of
birds around.
We have made signiﬁcant improvements to
the site in recent times and it is our longterm aim to provide better facilities for our
members. The Scout Hut, in particular the
kitchen, is in need of a signiﬁcant upgrade
and the group are raising funds towards
an extension.

The Group endeavours to be very
much part of the local community
of Bearley and Snitterﬁeld, with
fund raising through the jumble
sales and bric a brac stalls; and
parading at the Remembrance
Service. However, its main
catchment area includes the
surrounding villages and in fact we
welcome children from anywhere!
We provide fun Scouting activities
for children as young as 6 years
old and encourage them to go
through the various sections until,
perhaps one day they become

helping young people fulﬁl their
potential and become conﬁdent,
responsible citizens.

young leaders. We currently take boys of all
ages, and girls from the age of 10 1⁄2 (into
the Scout troop), but the Scout Association
has recently announced that it is promoting
co-education in Scouting, which means that
from January 2007 all sections will be open
to girls as well as boys.
Scouting celebrates its centenary in 2007
and the UK is hosting the World Scout
Jamboree in Essex. It’s a great time to
be involved in the largest mixed youth
organisation in the UK, that is committed to

If you would like to know more, get your
child’s name on the waiting list, or even
offer some help in admin or fund raising,
please contact Mike Hayward, the Group
Scout Leader on 01789 205953.
• Beavers (6 to 8 yrs) meet from 6pm to 7pm
on Thursdays
• Cub Scouts (8 to 101⁄2 ) meet from 7pm to
8.30pm on Tuesdays
• Scouts (101⁄2 to 14) meet from 7.30pm to
9.30 pm on Fridays
• Then there are Explorer Scouts (14 to 18)
and Scout Network (18 to 25) sections too!

Mike Hayward

FOSSILS IN SNITTERFIELD

HERE, THERE AND EVERYWHERE

About 200 million years ago in the
period known as Jurassic, parts of
Warwickshire in common with other
areas were covered by a warm, quiet
marine environment. Amongst early
sea creatures, there were bi-valves
and molluscs, one of the bi-valves being a forerunner of the
modern oyster. These are called Gryphaea, of the Lamellibranch
group, or commonly known as ‘Devils Toenails’ because of their
appearance. These fossilised shell remains are gradually working
their way up from the Lower Lias and other levels, and can
occasionally be found on the surface in ﬁelds and gardens.
The two good examples pictured above, were found in March
this year in my garden in Park Lane.

Not only in every village, town and city, but by all accounts, mankind is
polluting the entire plant, (Mount Everest, apparently, is in a real mess from
the bottom to the top). Now, man-made pollution is travelling from earth out
into the galaxy.
Awhile back I sent a short, pithy poem to the
ﬁrst man on the moon:

Peter Bates

Harry Marlow

CHALLENGE 21 JULY 1969
God; get into a hole!
Man has scored the universal goal
And having landed on your high celestial crag
He’s left behind a bag of urine and a ﬂag.
To my amazement it got through to the famous astronaut. Even more
amazing, the following letter came through my Snitterﬁeld letter-box
within a week: Dear Mr Marlow, Thank you for your letter and poem. I can’t
help wondering how you might have remembered the Everest expedition.
Sincerely, (signed) Neil Armstrong

COME ON, HAVE A GO - DON’T DELAY - LAST CALL FOR SNIPE CHRISTMAS CARD ENTRIES
WE ARE LOOKING FORWARD TO RECEIVING YOUR ENTRY. PLEASE ENSURE IT IS SUBMITTED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO ‘TAXUS’, SMITHS LANE

OVER THE
GARDEN
WALL
“Our day’s garden
done, admiring what
we’ve made”
At last summer is here and it
is traditional for Garden Club
to programme a socialising
event for July celebrating the
culmination of yet another
gardening year when members
can not only have a sneak over
the garden walls but have the
opportunity to venture inside the
hidden sanctums toiled by fellow
members. This year a saunter
around Snitterﬁeld, despite a
July evening of lashing rain,
to enjoy the diversity of each
garden gave a chance to wonder
how the gardens have changed
through the years.
Canapes were enjoyed in the chic patio garden of
Beverley Cottage, Park Lane, formerly housing the
communal bathhouse and privy for the neighbouring
cottages. Horses were very much in use before the days
of the motor car and Forge House built around 1840
(previously known
as the Smithy) situated in School Road
is now a beautifully planted and well
manicured residence. Village residents
can still remember the blacksmith busy
at work in the yard and an essential
member of the community. Next we
visited Box Tree Cottage, once a farm
labourer’s cottage but now extended
as a charming residence with attractive
ﬂower and shrub garden.

As the members continue
along The Green to visit
Sherbourne House a peek
over the various cottage
garden walls is irresistible
to reveal colourful seasonal
planting.
Park House gardens have
radically changed. Robert
Philips enlarged the house
in 1816 developing the
gardens mainly to lawns and
shrubberies complete with tennis court and arboretum. The garden hosted
many village events in the grounds over the years as well as entertaining
Royalty. The Duchess of York,
then to be Queen Mary, stayed,
commemorating her visit by
planting two red May trees.
A club member recalled his
schooldays visiting the woodland
during a nature lesson to draw
and identify the various leaves
from the trees. The main house
has now been divided into three
houses each developing their
own family gardens although the
formal yew colonnades and rose
gardens have been restored. No longer is a team of gardeners employed but
just one gardener one day a week for one of the houses! The evening ended
in the garden at Hill Cottage, now a plants woman’s paradise, situated on
Kings Lane having enviable views stretching down to the Cotswold Hills.
The same view enjoyed by the former farm labourers resting in their back
yard after a day’s toil in the ﬁelds.
Like the gardens, Garden Club
members come from all walks
of life.
Come and join us at the AGM
on 6 September at 7.30pm
in the Village Hall. Annual
membership is £6. This allows
discount at local nurseries.

Margaret Tweed

Members and guests of the Garden Club on a recent
outing to several spectacular gardens in Kent.

HOW TO BEAT THE BOGUS CALLER
Most people who call at your home will be genuine.
But sometimes, people turn up unannounced, with
the intention of tricking their way into people’s
homes. They are known as ‘distraction Burglars’
or ‘bogus ofﬁcials’, whose only intention is to get
into homes and distract people and steal their
money and valuables. You should always be alert
when someone you don’t know calls at your door.
By using this advice, you can protect yourself and
vulnerable members of your family.
Bogus callers may be smartly dressed and claim
to be from the council, the police, social services,
or gas, water or electricity companies. They may
appear friendly and can be very persuasive and
convincing. They may be men, women or children.
They will have a story or excuse as to why they
should come in to your home, or you should
accompany them outside, and they may often have
a ‘prop’ such as a fake ID card, or wear overalls or a
reﬂective jacket.
Most ofﬁcial visitors should always arrange an

appointment with you beforehand. If you are not
expecting them and are alone, ask them to call
back when you have someone with you. Consider
getting a ‘Nominated neighbour notice’ from your
local police station. You can hold this up to the
window without opening the door, and the caller
is instructed to contact your nominated neighbour,
at number 36 for example, and they will check
the callers ID for you and report back to you or
accompany the caller back to your house.
BE AWARE OF THE CAR KEY BURGLAR –
How to stop your car being stolen through the
letter box!
Modern motors are far more secure than ever
before and many are nearly impossible to steal
without the keys. Unfortunately this has led to a
trend of night-time domestic burglaries, with the
intention to steal keys for the car on the drive,
and/or in the garage.
If you have a garage please use it – and lock it.

Invest in a shed for all that junk in the garage, and
make room for the car, it’ll work out cheaper than
paying the excess on your car insurance. Don’t leave
any keys in sight of windows or doors and never
within reach of the letterbox. Try not to keep
them in an obvious place such as a key rack in the
kitchen, or a drawer in the hall table. Most people
leave their keys in such places, because they are
easy to ﬁnd, but this just makes it all too easy for
a thief. Consider taking your car keys upstairs with
you at night. Another place that tempts the thieves
to steal your car is when you pop in to pay at the
petrol station. With central release fuel caps many
people leave their keys in the car thinking they’ll
only be a few seconds. But that’s all it takes to jump
in and drive off so always remove them and lock
the car whilst at the fuel station. Consider buying a
cheap replacement locking fuel cap – this will make
you remove the keys when you ﬁll up. A car stolen
with the keys left in will result in no insurance pay
out.

There are four basic points to remember when you have unsolicited callers at the door.
LOCK: Keep all your exterior doors locked, even when at home. STOP: Before you answer, stop and think if you are expecting anyone.
Check you have locked any back door and taken the key out. Look through the spyhole or the window to see who it is.
CHAIN: If you decide to open the door, put the chain, or door bar on ﬁrst. Keep the bar or chain on while you are talking to the person
on the doorstep. CHECK: Check the callers identity thoroughly before you let them into your house and never agree to work being
done on the spot or sign a contract if they are trying to sell something to you. AND, IF YOU ARE IN ANY DOUBT, KEEP THEM OUT!

UP, UP AND AWAY OVER SNITTERFIELD...
It is 31 years since
Stratford on Avon
Gliding Club was
founded at Long
Marston Airﬁeld.
They moved to their
current home at
Snitterﬁeld in 1987 and
have continued to bring affordable ﬂying within the reach
of everyone.
“Flying is perceived to be an elitist pastime – but gliding in particular is
very affordable, especially at Snitterﬁeld where a 30 minute ﬂight in a Club
aircraft costs members less than £15 including tuition!” said Club Chairman
John Dickinson. “The annual cost of being a member at our Club, including
all membership and ﬂying fees, is much less than being a member of many of
the golf clubs in the area. Gliding is both a hobby and a sport – many of our
members enjoy the competitive aspect, yet others simply enjoy the peace and
tranquillity of ﬂying silently over the local countryside.”
On the subject of the ever increasing numbers of passenger jets in the skies
around Snitterﬁeld, John says “This is mostly due to the cut price airline
‘ThompsonFly’ operating out of Coventry Airport. We too are concerned about
this situation as clearly it is a threat to our operation at Snitterﬁeld Airﬁeld.
The Airspace Ofﬁcer of the Club is local resident Bob Horsnell. Because of
the efforts of Bob and our Chief Flying Instructor Peter Fanshawe we have
excellent relations with Birmingham Air Trafﬁc Control, who are responsible
for marshalling all air trafﬁc in controlled airspace in our immediate area.
We inform them when we are about to start ﬂying, and they in turn inform
Coventry Air Trafﬁc Control. This has the result of commercial trafﬁc being
diverted away from the airﬁeld and the village whenever we are operating
resulting in a safe environment for us to ﬂy in and less noise for the local
residents. Safety is of paramount importance to us – both in the air and on the
ground. We have an excellent safety record and we do everything we can to
maintain that, but we are always looking to improve our procedures.”
Chief Flying Instructor Peter Fanshawe added “We have many procedures in
place to ensure that both our members and visitors to our Club are safe at
all times. All our equipment – vehicles and gliders – are checked each day by
suitably trained and qualiﬁed members. All gliders undergo additional checks
before every ﬂight, and also need a ‘Certiﬁcate of Airworthiness’, renewed
annually, which is carried out by a British Gliding Association (BGA) approved
Aircraft Inspector. Any activity where you put 10 feet or more between you
and the ground is potentially life threatening – whether you are painting
an upstairs window or rock climbing. We operate under the auspices of the
BGA and conform to their rules, recommendations and practices. Our team of
instructors have undergone extensive training supervised by the BGA and are
required to complete annual checks to ensure their continued competence.

Gliding is a very rewarding activity. Gliding is a solo sport where you set your
own goals: one day you may set yourself a task to ﬂy to Cambridge and back,
or just spend a couple of hours in the air. You may set yourself a longer term
goal to train to teach others to ﬂy. There is also the social aspect of being part
of a Club. We have members from all walks of life, and pride ourselves on our
friendly atmosphere.”
This year Stratford on Avon Gliding Club will be applying to Stratford District
Council for permission to erect two new buildings on the site – a vehicle
shelter and a glider workshop. “We want to provide facilities for our members
to carry out work on their gliders in a purpose-built building.” said John. “We
will also be able to carry out work on our Club aircraft on site, removing the
need to transport them to other workshops. This will signiﬁcantly reduce the
number of glider trailers being towed through the village.”
Discussing the current goals of the Club, Membership Secretary Richard
Maksymowicz said “We are actively trying to attract more people to try
gliding either for the ﬁrst time, or to encourage those who have tried it
in the past to return. We particularly want to encourage local residents to
come along and experience a glider ﬂight ﬁrst hand. For the ﬁrst time we are
offering a £10 discount to any resident of Snitterﬁeld, Bearley or Wilmcote
who wishes to try gliding. In addition we are offering juniors the chance to
experience a Trial Flight for only £10 and, should they wish to join, we can
offer discounted membership and an attractive Junior Sponsorship scheme.”
John added “Gliding is an extremely rewarding activity that anyone can take
up – one of our members joined when he was 82 and achieved his ﬁrst solo
ﬂight less than two years later. I cannot describe the sense of achievement you
feel when you ﬂy solo for the ﬁrst time. We would like to encourage anyone
from the local community to come and visit us even if they do not wish to ﬂy.”
If you wish to take advantage of the offer from the Gliding Club, please ring
the airﬁeld on 01789 731095 between 9:00-10:00am on the day you would like
to ﬂy. Please note that they can only offer a limited number of Trial Flights on
any day.
The costs are:
Trial Lesson (Local Resident): £20
Trial Lesson (Junior Local Resident): £10
(Costs include 28 day membership of the club, during which time they can ﬂy
at club member rates – £5.75 per launch + £0.28 per minute of ﬂight time.)
•

A Junior is any young person in full time education aged 14 or over.
If you are aged 18 or under, you must have the consent of your parent or guardian
before you can ﬂy. All juniors under 16 years of age must be accompanied by a
responsible adult at all times. Stratford on Avon Gliding Club operates a Young Person’s
Protection policy.

•

In order to ﬂy in a glider you need to be aged 14 or over, weigh between 45kg and
102kg (7–16 stone) and be between 145cm and 193cm tall (4’9” to 6’4”).

drill, which planted seeds
at uniformed intervals and
dispensed with the old system
of broadcasting. The success
of both methods and machines relied on
farmers owning larger, consolidated plots
of land.

The Enclosure of Snitterﬁeld

In the second half of the 18th century
a series of reforms took place in the
agricultural practices throughout
England that changed the face of
villages such as Snitterﬁeld.
Previously, with transport both difﬁcult and
hazardous, villages often housed isolated,
self-sufﬁcient, rural communities, entirely
dependent on an agricultural economy which
had remained unchanged since medieval times.
The Court of the Lord of the Manor managed
an open-ﬁeld system of agriculture. This
was based on communal husbandry of large
arable ﬁelds, without hedges or permanent
fences, together with meadows and areas of
common or waste land, including The Bushes.
The most fertile land lay on the south-facing
slopes towards Hampton Lucy, below the ridge
now known as Kings Lane. Land was divided
up into strips by ridges of earth and furrows
and these were further divided into strips
called selions, separated from each other by
ridges or grass strips. Even wealthy farmers,
with the majority of the land, tended to own
a number of separate lots spread throughout
the community in order for the most fertile
land to be distributed fairly. Meadowland was
allotted and staked out annually by the Court’s
Hayward. Every farmer in Snitterﬁeld had to
conform to an agreed rotation of crops and
fallow land and the number and type of animal
grazed had to be strictly regulated.
As the second half of the 18th century
approached, there was growing discontent
with the waste and inefﬁciency of traditional
methods. Leaving ridges between ploughlands
and leaving other strips fallow signiﬁcantly
reduced available land. Valuable time was
also wasted by men and animals travelling
from one strip to another some distance away.
In addition to this, the need for reform was
fuelled by the demand for increased food
output from English farms, in order to feed
the increasing population of industrializing
towns and cities. By modernizing farming
methods the number of people who needed
to live in the countryside would be reduced,
thereby creating a pool of available labour
for the new factories springing up in cities
such as Coventry and Birmingham. There
were new farming methods being mooted,
including Charles Townsend’s four-ﬁeld croprotation system using complementary crops
to naturally rejuvenate the soil, putting paid
to leaving some ﬁelds fallow each year. Also,
more efﬁcient farm machinery was becoming
available, such as Jethro Tull’s seed planting

belonging to the Earl of Coventry to Richard
Jago, including Glebe Farm. John Waker (of
Wakers Lane) received 85 acres of open ﬁelds,
while John Webb (Webbs Lane), who owned an
independent farm, only 2 acres. Thomas Farr
(the victualler) received just 32 perches, less
than a quarter of an acre.

The 1766 land enclosures in Snitterﬁeld were
the ﬁnal stage of the reforms sweeping the
country. Known as the Enclosure Act, the
common land, previously shared by villagers
in Snitterﬁeld, was divided up and plots of
land redistributed in an effort to combine
them into larger areas. The Act also required
that farmers build gates and hedges to
enclose their land. This forced some small
farmers off their lands for several reasons.
Firstly, they often relied on the common land
to feed and water their animals. Secondly, they
tended to receive the worse pieces of land in
the new redistribution as they had no political
inﬂuence and, lastly, they could often not
afford the materials to enclose their plots.
In early 18th century Snitterﬁeld all but one or
two of the 70 or so dwellings were grouped
near the church and now-demolished manor
house along the main artery of the village
known as Towne Street or The Street (now
Church Road), and along one side of Farrs
Lane (now Smiths Lane). With the Enclosure
Act, while some of the smaller cottages were
demolished following the exodus of poor
farmers who lost out in the reallocation,
the village housing slowly began to take
on its present pattern. Snitterﬁeld folk had
hastened to build houses on the common land
now known as The Green before it could be
enclosed by the farmers. Development in newly
drained areas around the brook took place, as
did the erection of cottages beside the wider
roads, which, by order of the Enclosure Act,
replaced the narrow muddy tracks linking
ﬁelds and running between Bearley, Wolverton
and Wilmcote. Cottages were built to house
the poor in the 1780s both in Pidgeon Green
and The Green; their typical chequer-board
brickwork is still in evidence on The Green. The
lanes of the village retained the names derived
from long-established families whose houses
stood at, or near the junctions. Park Lane, for
example, was known as Wakers Lane, Smiths
Lane as Farrs Lane and Bell Lane as Webbs
Lane. The Wakers and Webbs were farmers and
the Farrs victuallers.
In the years leading up to the Enclosure Act,
a number of freeholders had sold their land
in Snitterﬁeld, no doubt inﬂuenced by the
costs likely to be incurred following enclosure.
Ultimately, land was allocated to just 11
beneﬁciaries, who obtained allotments of
varied sizes. Of the 1,530 acres of common
ﬁelds, meadows and the wooded area known
as The Bushes, the Earl of Coventry had by far
the biggest slice of the cake, with 535 acres,
3 roods and 34 perches of open ﬁelds and 98
acres of The Bushes, together with another
107 acres allocated to lessees. Of the other
major land owners, the incumbent vicar, the
poet Richard Jago, was allocated a total of
just over 160 acres. One existing document, in
the possession of the Keen family from Glebe
farm, is the 1765 Indenture for the sale of land

Enclosure transformed the landscape of
Snitterﬁeld. Rather than looking out upon
expanses of open country, bare of trees and
only interrupted by isolated pockets of fenced
land, a jigsaw of ﬁelds bounded by hedges
developed. As in Snitterﬁeld today, each ﬁeld
was named. Some of the ﬁeld names from
before enclosure endured, although the
furlong names usually didn’t. In the open ﬁeld
system, each furlong, like the ﬁeld itself had
its name. In the largest of the arable ﬁelds at
154 acres, Pale Lane Field, just north of Black
Hill, were Pale Lane Furlong, Gravel Pit Furlong,
Hobbin’s Furlong, Hillman’s Furlong, Rowley
Furlong, Dutch Elm Furlong and Warwick Way
Furlong. According to a map of ﬁeld names
sourced from local village farmers and recorded
by the Women’s Institute History Scrapbook
of the 1950s, the only name to survive is a
ﬁeld called Rowley to the east, presumably
on the site of the so-named furlong. Of the
vast Newgate Field of the early 18th century,
the only recognizable name in the 1950s is a
ﬁeld known as Caldwell Springs, known two
hundred years before as Caudle Spring Furlong.
Early documents show that at least six ﬁeld
names have existed since the 16th century:
Turvils (lying opposite the Park Lane junction
on Church Road and now known less
romantically as Lower Sewerage), Red Hill,
Barley Close (running down the hill behind
the old Vicarage), Leasow, Burmans (on the
corner between Park Lane and Pidgeon Green)
and Broad Meadow. Some of the other names
shown on documents from the time of the
Enclosure which are still recognizable in the
21st century are Griswolds Farm, Glebe Farm,
a vast swathe of land known as The Wolds
(stretching from the present house at the
top of The Green to Griswolds Farm), Hollow
Meadow Farm and Songar Rough, north of
The Bushes. In the majority of cases, ﬁelds
acquired their names either from the owner,
their acreage (eg Six Acre), their shape or some
other physical feature. Squash Pool Meadow,
east of Heath End, is reputed to have been
the lake to the old Priory on the neighbouring
Brierly Lands. Several narrow ﬁelds are labelled

A 1908 photograph
of the back of Holly
Cottage, the former
laundry then known
as Elm View and as
now, with the new
extension to the side

The schedule of ﬁelds at Glebe Farm in the Conveyance
document of 1904

the Slinkets, a common name given to a strip
of land. Jack Spratt’s, the ﬁeld lying behind and
to the western side of Brickyard Farm, owes it
name to its poor yield.
One more contemporary ﬁeld name with a
story to tell is Laundry Close, on the west side
of Wolverton Road, north of Holly Cottage.
Laundry Close is documented on a Conveyance
document for Glebe Farm dated 1904. Each
ﬁeld within the farm boundary is listed, giving
two interesting comparisons with early ﬁeld
maps from the 18th century. Big Leasow has
become Big Lizard and Manasseh Hill has
evolved into Little Nassey. All the other names
have apparently either changed or have not
been recorded in early records.
Holly Cottage, formerly known as Elm View,
was the laundry for Welcombe Lodge, now the

Welcombe Hotel,
which was built for
the owners of the
Snitterﬁeld estate,
the Philips family,
in 1869. Although
extended and
altered extensively
over the years,
the old hand pump is still in evidence outside
the front door, together with a curious open
chimney which it is thought would have been
above the old copper. A brick cistern is still
in evidence in the garden, which would have
been a water reservoir. It is thought that
the laundry took up the middle part of the
building, with a cottage to each side for the
families of laundry workers. It was a surprising
distance from Welcombe Lodge, but had the
convenience of a plentiful supply of water
and a very large area of land behind it to dry
the 19th-century undies in relative privacy.
Although it was sold as two cottages when the
Welcombe estate was broken up in 1928, it
had been converted into one house by the late
1950s and became the family home it is today.
The photograph shown was sent as a New Year
greetings postcard in 1908 and states ‘This is
a view of our new home’, signed Fred, Bessie
and Family. Whether the cottages had ceased
to be a laundry or whether Fred was a laundry
worker is not known.

Sally Hopkins
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Do you have any old photographs or
information about the history of your house
in Snitterﬁeld? If so please contact us about it
or submit an article. It is so important to keep
this knowledge alive and both the Shakespeare
Birthplace Trust and Warwick Record Ofﬁce are
now archiving each issue of Snipe.
Contact us at Snipe on 01789 731367,
or email: studio@smart-works.co.uk

THE INTRIGUING HISTORY OF MANOR HOUSE
Manor House was probably
originally a farmhouse; it
was certainly a girl’s school
and it has survived at least
300 years of change and
development.

Also known as Frogmore House, the
origins of Manor House are a little
mysterious. There are tantalising
references to the building in local
record ofﬁces, but very little that
refers directly to it. There is a metal
plaque with the date 1699 in number 1 Manor House. But you can see the
remains of older timber frame wall construction. It’s likely that this date, if
accurate, refers to building extensions. If the building is as old as a timberframe core suggests, it could date from the time of the Hales family ownership
of the village in the late 16th century.
By 1699, the village was mostly owned by the Earls of Coventry. What is
certain is that the house became closely associated with the Smith family,
local farmers and a prominent dynasty. Their records are complicated: they
traditionally used the names Henry and Richard for ﬁrst born sons. Trying to
work out which Henry and which Richard can be tricky! Manor House came
into their possession during the Enclosure process of the 18th century. The
1766 Enclosure Awards for Snitterﬁeld saw the Earl of Coventry swap areas,
including the land containing Manor House, with patriarch Henry Smith as

part of a tidying-up process. The Smith family lived in The Wolds. A map of
1816 shows Frogmore as part of The Wolds estate. This map was drawn up
when the well-known Philips family bought the Earl of Coventry’s Snitterﬁeld
holdings. Various Smith family members used Manor House and it was also
rented out. There are few direct references to the mysterious Smith family
despite, according to village records, being the second biggest taxpayers after
the Earl of Coventry.
One interesting use of the house was in the 1850s when a Miss Jane Mash
opened a boarding school for the ‘Education of Young Ladies’ at 25 guineas
a year. An added attraction was that ‘parents anxious for Country Air for
Delicate Children will ﬁnd the situation desirable.’ The 1851 census shows
some 16 girls at the school, plus servants. The school had ceased to exist by
1861, and by 1871, Henry Smith’s widow Mary was in residence. One poignant
entry in the register of deaths shows Henry Smith being buried on 10 February,
1869, only ﬁve days after his 22-year old daughter Christian Ann was buried.
Ten years later John Calloway, land steward for the Philips family had moved
in. The Smith family connection had come to an end around 1874, when
Richard Smith sold his estate to RN Philips.
In the late 1800s three sisters lived at Manor House and one sister, Miss Edith
Harriet Dickins is listed as tenant until the sale of the Welcombe Estate,
including Snitterﬁeld, in 1929. She did not die until 1938, aged 95.
One interesting unconﬁrmed rumour is that the Misses Dickins were related to
Sir Anthony Eden, former Prime Minister and MP for Leamington Spa.
Over the years the building changed hands several times, until ultimately
divided into four dwellings in the early 1960s.

Colin Craig

IN THE BUSHES...

areas and left behind a network of concrete

as the ‘eyes and ears’ for the site, there

paths, remains of ammunition stores – all

is opportunity to undertake access

Warwickshire Wildlife Trust is looking

now softened with a cloak of native scrub

and habitat management operations.

to recruit a new voluntary warden for

and woodland.

Full training in leading these tasks and

Snitterﬁeld Bushes, Site of Special Scientiﬁc
Interest (SSSI). Credit and thanks go to
the hours of hard work undertaken by
the previous warden John Matthews – the
reserve is a better place for his efforts.

events (including health and safety, ﬁrst
Fortunately, these concrete paths make the

aid training) can be given by staff at

bushes very easy to access on foot, with

Warwickshire Wildlife Trust, along with

prams or with wheelchairs.

explanations about how, when and why we
manage the nature reserve the way we do.

Management of this Site of Special
Scientiﬁc Interest revolves around

Warwickshire Wildlife Trust is a charity

enhancing the structure of the woodland by

whose work relies heavily on the input of

re- introducing coppicing and management

volunteers to carry out its vital work. The

of the rides to create a patchwork of

Trust manages 56 nature reserves across

grassland, scrub and woodland. This

Warwickshire, Coventry and Solihull. More

beneﬁts the 250 plant species on the site,

information can be found on the Trust’s

including rarities such as herb Paris, two

website:

Bushes used to be part of a much larger

species of orchids and butterﬂies such

www.warwickshire-wildlife-trust.org.uk

area (120 hectares in 1910) of semi-natural

as the purple hairstreak, white admiral,

or by telephone on 024 7630 2912.

broadleaved woodland that stretched as

grizzled skipper and rare species of moths.

Snitterﬁeld Bushes is a 50-hectare
woodland whose people based history is as
interesting as its natural history. It is a site
unlike any other of the Trusts woodlands
– and the more deeply you look at the site
the more interesting it gets. Snitterﬁeld

far as Bearley. There is evidence on the site

Eddie Asbery, Woodland Project Ofﬁcer,

of medieval agriculture and in more recent

The role of a volunteer warden can be

times, a wartime airﬁeld cleared the central

exciting and fulﬁlling. As well as acting

TREE PRESERVATION ORDER (TPO)
The oak above, and many other trees in the village are
veterans from the old Forest of Arden. Several of our
magniﬁcent ancient trees have Preservation Orders to
protect and preserve them.
To ﬁnd out if your trees are protected, contact the
local Planning Authority. If they are protected, you
need written permission to remove them, or to do
any tree surgery. If you remove trees or do work to
them without permission you could be prosecuted.
You or your tree contractor can usually apply for work
to protected trees on standard forms. You will usually
receive a decision within 6 weeks for Conservation
Areas and 2 months for TPOs and planning conditions.
If you want to remove trees, you may be required to
plant replacements of the same species and in the same
location.
A TPO is made by the local planning authority to
protect speciﬁc trees or a particular woodland from
deliberate damage and destruction. TPOs prevent the
felling, lopping, topping, uprooting or otherwise wilful
damaging of trees without the permission of the local
planning authority. They can be made very quickly
and in practice it is normal for a council to make an
emergency TPO in less than a day in cases of immediate
danger to trees – although obviously the trees need to
be worthy and capable of protection anyway. Making
TPOs is a ‘discretionary’ power: this means that the
Council doesn’t have to do it. It may choose to make

them, or it may not. Even if the most wonderful tree in
the area is under threat, there’s no legal reason why the
Council has to make an order. But once they’ve made
one, they do have a duty to enforce it. The landowner
is responsible for the trees, their condition and any
damage they might cause at all times. Details of Orders,
applications for work and decisions are kept by the
local authority and are available for public inspection.
A landowner is also served notice if a new order is made
on their land. It is normal for other interested parties
(for example neighbours, parish councils etc) to be
sent copies of new orders too. There is no requirement
for applications to do work to protected trees to be
advertised, although many authorities choose to do so.
A TPO is to protect trees for the public’s enjoyment.
It is made for the ‘amenity’ of the tree or woodland,
and this can include its nature conservation value but
more often means its visual amenity.
TPOs can be placed on any trees including hedgerow
trees but not hedges themselves. According to current
guidance, the term ‘tree’ is not deﬁned, for these
purposes, but the High Court has held in 1980 that a
‘tree’ is anything which ordinarily one would call a tree.
Very helpful. The working deﬁnition, in line with ODPM
guidance, is that it should be a single-stemmed woody
perennial plant. This can be a tiny shoot as well as a
full-grown tree. Interestingly, it can therefore exclude
multi-stemmed trees such as coppiced hazel in some
circumstances, although it could, on the other hand,
arguably include shrubs which can get to be the size
of a tree such as elder and lilac. Whether it would be
appropriate or enforceable to put an order on such a
plant is debatable.
There are (presently) four types of TPO, although any
one Order can contain any number of items which can
be of one or more types. The types are as follows:
• Individual: can be applied to an individual tree.
• Group: can be applied to a group of individual trees
which, together, make up a feature of amenity
value but which separately might not.
• Area: a type of TPO not normally made now
but still common, as formerly this type was used
frequently. It covers all trees in a deﬁned area at
the time the order was made.
• Woodland: covers all trees within a woodland area
regardless of how old they are.

eddie.asbery@wkwt.org.uk

TPOs are public documents and can be inspected at the
local planning authority’s ofﬁce, or online. Attached
to the TPO is usually a schedule and a map giving the
location of the TPO, and, if appropriate, individual trees
or areas. In many cases you will need expert assistance
to interpret a TPO map and the Order itself – they are
not always very straightforward.
Some authorities have up to date and fully documented
TPOs. In the case of an ambiguous TPO it is still quite
possible to prosecute based upon the order if it is
breached, but there is a greater risk that the process
could become complicated and the outcome uncertain.
Because some TPOs are quite old (they can date back
to 1949) some landowners might not know that they
have a TPO on their trees. If notice of the order has not
been served on them (and in many cases it has not, or
records of the service were not kept), then it is possible
for them to plead ignorance. However, if at any time
a property is sold and a solicitor conducts a search, the
existence of the TPO will be brought to the attention of
the owner at that time. In many cases the existence of a
TPO is enough to protect the trees, as the large majority
of landowners are responsible and respect the intention
of the Order, even if it is poorly recorded.
A review of the TPO legislation is currently under way
(and has been for quite a few years), and changes are
expected, for example the end of Area Orders.
Conservation Areas are areas designated by local
authorities for building and landscape conservation,
not nature conservation. The name causes endless
confusion. To work on trees within a Conservation Area
a landowner needs to give six weeks notice in writing
to the local authority. If this applies to you, to ﬁnd out
more about this you should consult your local authority.
Excerpts taken from www.naturenet.co.uk
Several residents have informed us
of their own interesting trees –
and we will be highlighting
a selection in the next issue.
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