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 Cheers! 

  Snitterfi eld now has its 
very own beer. 

Snipe Bitter has been specially brewed 
for the village by the Warwickshire 
Beer Company of Cubbington and 
takes its name from the village 
emblem of Snitterfi eld – the Snipe 
– which features on the label of the 
bottle (Snipe was happy to let them 
use our masthead on the bottle). 

Bottles of the brew are on sale (£1.69) 
at Snitterfi eld Stores, and are also 
available at the Foxhunter, Ingon 
Manor Golf Club and Sports Club. 

And the really good news is that 10p 
from each bottle sold will be donated 
to village charities and clubs. The 
precise administration for this is still 
to be confi rmed, possibly by the Parish 
Council, but it means that you can 
drink and be merry, knowing you’re 
helping village causes and institutions 
every time you raise a glass.

We’ll give you more of the story 
of Snipe Bitter in our next issue. 
Meantime, treat yourself to a bottle 
or three – available now alongside the 
Warwickshire Beer Company’s range 
of CAMRA (Campaign for Real Ale) 
recognised beers.

Above: Chris Gallimore (Chairman of the Sports 
Club), Lee Hillier from Snitterfi eld Stores, and 
Sylvia Morlidge from the Parish Council celebrate 
the arrival of the fi rst bottles at the stores.

Spring is on the way – it’s time to shrug off those winter woollies, 

get the kids organised and head out for a walk. In this issue we 

focus on just a few of the advantages of living in and around 

Snitterfi eld. The spring and early summer are a great time to explore 

the local footpaths or visit Snitterfi eld Bushes. Spectacular displays 

of spring fl owers and trees, drifts of bluebells and primroses provide 

welcome colour after the long drab months. The gardens and 

hedgerows are alive with the sound of bird song. Take time to visit 

Bearley Road reserve – it’s at its best at this time and you can spot 

a variety of wildlife – birds, deer, foxes, rabbits, 

and butterfl ies such as white admiral and 

marbled white, and look out for rare 

woodland fl owers including 

early purple orchids.



Transform your garden 
with a compost bin
Spring is a great time to start composting at 
home. As you clear up the garden ready for 
the sunnier weather, you will undoubtedly 
have lots of things that can be composted.

Warwickshire County Council and WRAP (the Waste & 
Resources Action Programme) are still supplying home compost 
bins at subsidised prices. Starting from £6, including delivery, 
they certainly are a good deal.

Composting is a great way to help the environment. It 
is the biodegradable waste in landfi ll sites that rots to 
produce methane gas, because squashed under all the other 
rubbish it doesn’t have enough access to air and anaerobic 
decomposition takes place. Landfi ll sites still account for 
about 25% of UK methane emissions. Methane is a potent 
greenhouse gas, contributing to climate change.

Nearly two thirds of kitchen and garden waste can be tipped 
straight in the compost bin. You might be surprised to discover 
that it’s not just fruit waste, vegetable peelings and prunings 
that can go in either – paper and cardboard, eggshells and 
teabags make for great compost too. Composting means 
hugely cutting down on the amount of waste we put out for 
collection – while receiving lots of free nutritious fertilizer that 
will help your garden bloom.

The most important tips for making good compost are:

❀  Ensure that you get a good mix of wet (eg food scraps, 
grass clippings) and dry (eg paper, card, straw, leaves) 
materials. The dry materials will trap air spaces in the 
compost, which it needs to work properly. 

❀  Do not include meat, fi sh, dairy or cooked food scraps. 
These are the things that might attract unwanted visitors 
to the bin!

If you would like to order a compost bin 
please call the orderline: 0845 073 2001. 
The offer is limited to 3 bins per address. 
There are two models of bin available, the Compost Converter 330 litres 
– £6 and the Soil Saver 600 litres – £15. Delivery is FREE! 
As part of the bin offer WRAP will also provide an extensive range of 
support materials that are sent to you seasonally and contain lots of 
hints and tips designed to keep you composting successfully at home. 

Penny Holmes is the Home Composting Advisor for Warwickshire and 
Coventry. She is working closely with Warwickshire County Council, and 
is available to attend events, give talks or help schools with composting. 
If you have an event you would like her to attend, please call her on 
07985 953184. Call 0845 600 0323 for advice and information on home 

composting, or visit www.recyclenow.com/compost

News from Richard Hobbs
your District and County Councillor

I am very aware that rural villages 

like Snitterfi eld do not have enough 

facilities for young people. The best 

facilities are often the ones that are 

created by the people who will be using 

them. The problem with youth clubs 

and organised activities are the limited 

hours, running costs and shortage of 

volunteers to supervise. 

Some suggestions include a new goalmouth with a net for 

football, or even a wall, which could be used for basketball 

– many youngsters play for Stratford Basketball Club and would 

welcome an area to practise. A skateboard ramp would also be 

very popular. The Parish Council is willing to consider helping 

and I am able to obtain some funding through the County 

Council via the Young People’s Fund which supports young 

people with a bright idea which will benefi t their community, 

but they must apply for the funding themselves. 

Together we can build some much needed facilities for the 

future but let’s make sure we get it right by building something 

that is both wanted and will be used, as the project will fail 

if the local council creates something without involving all of 

the local community. It must, however, be the young people 

themselves who decide what is needed so that they can take 

an active part in the creation of such facilities to suit both 

themselves and local residents. 

Although I have had contact with some youngsters I do need 

ideas so anyone interested please contact me.

richardhobbs@warwickshire.gov.uk       Tel: 01789 730331

Warwickshire County Council and WRAP (the Waste & 

Let’s do our bit to make Snitterfi eld one of the greenest 
villages in Britain. Reduce waste, save money and slash 
carbon emissions.
☛  Turn down heating thermostats 

☛ Install loft insulation, insulate and lag pipes

☛  Use energy saving light bulbs, each can save 10 times the price over their lifetime

☛  Recycle more – Warwickshire County Council provides local sites for the recycling 

of batteries, waste oil, garden waste and many other materials, plus the disposal 

of general household waste. Stratford on Avon District Council provides a 

recycling service for waste paper, magazines, glass bottles and jars, food and 

drinks cans and textiles. Get into the habit of taking bottles, papers and clothes 

to the recycling bins when you visit your supermarkets.
☛ Reduce your driving speeds – 20mph less can save 30% fuel

☛ Go green: www.uswitch.com

☛  Check out websites: www.freecycle.org to buy or recycle, or the Energy Saving 

Trust at www.est.org.uk

Snitterfi eld Parish Council
The present Parish Council’s term of offi ce ends at the 
beginning of May, and it hopes that new people will come 
forward to join. The Council meets once a month and 
among its responsibilities are:

•  Setting the Parish Precept each year and producing a 
budget for the annual expenditure.

•  Giving views and comments on Planning applications to 
the District Council Planning Offi cer.

•  Maintenance of playing fi elds, cemetery and street 
lighting.

• Responding to matters raised by villagers.

• Implementing suggestions raised by the Parish Plan.

If you would like to be part of this team for the next 
four years, please contact Stratford District Council for a 
nomination form. 

The closing date for nominations is 3 April, so don’t delay.

In the next issue of SNIPE we will be reporting 
on the increase of Air Traffi c from Coventry and 
Birmingham airports and the affect it will have 
on our lives and environment, and the lack of 
awareness of the nurse’s role and the facilities 
available at the surgery in Church Lane.



Margaret Tweed writes about a 
fascinating subject which will surprise 
us all.

Recently I have been peering over a number 

of garden walls and indeed exploring 

the gardens of Northumberland as a 

reconnaissance for the Garden Club outing in 

June. One being the Alnwick Garden, which is 

really a horticultural adventure as well as an 

extravaganza. The Poison Garden is a recent 

exciting and fascinating addition designed to 

deliver information and awareness of drugs 

and poisons extracted from plants.

One enters through a tunnel of ivy and 

immediately is aware of 

danger made from the 

box-fringed beds in the 

shape of fl ickering fl ames. 

Yes, there are columns of 

yew, the unmistakeable 

leaves of digitalis and the vivid lime green of 

monkshood poking through the earth. These 

I would expect; their poisonous and harmful 

qualities are well known, but then there were 

snowdrops, daphne, hellebores, colchicum 

and aquilegia, included in my personal list of 

favourite fl owers and I had no idea some of 

these are the most dangerous, in fact lethal, 

if eaten.

Returning to Snitterfi eld, a walk around 

the village revealed a long list of plants 

and shrubs in gardens and hedgerows 

which could cause skin irritations, sickness, 

drowsiness and death. Many plants are 

bought at nurseries without a warning of 

potential danger. Lantana, for example is 

now a popular infi ll for a garden tub or 

border and the castor oil plant often features 

as a focal point in the border or tub. All parts 

of this plant are exceedingly poisonous, and 

the seeds contain ricin. I know of three sites 

where these have been planted! 

The berries on the common laurel are quite 

poisonous, very misleading as it belongs to 

the same family of Prunus in which most 

fruits are edible. There is another hazard as 

the Portuguese laurel has lethal compounds 

in its leaf structure. The leaves should never 

OVER THE GARDEN WALL 
“If you poison us shall we not die” The Merchant of Venice

Grave Matters

Margaret is still searching for information about the lives of 

Caroline and George Trevelyan who we featured in the last issue.

After reporting the revelations of the similarity of George Otto Trevelyan’s 

gravestone (pictured above left) situated at Wallington, Cambo, 

Northumberland, to his wife Caroline’s grave in Snitterfi eld Churchyard, 

there was only one option and that was to see for myself. Yes, they are 

identical, even to similar burial situations, a simple village churchyard 

overlooking fi elds. I felt quite sad actually that this loving couple should 

be buried so far apart, after living a lifetime at 

Snitterfi eld, then Welcombe and Wallington.

I also visited Wallington, now managed by the 

National Trust, where Lloyd Langley the House 

and Collection’s Manager had very kindly 

retrieved Caroline’s delightful sketchbooks from 

the archives. A fascinating afternoon was spent 

viewing her watercolour landscape paintings 

of the Warwickshire countryside as well as her 

travels in Europe. She was a very talented lady 

capturing the picturesque scenes as we do with a 

digital camera.

Lloyd was equally curious about the identical graves and visited Snitterfi eld 

the following week. (He is pictured here in our churchyard with Caroline’s 

grave). He very much enjoyed his tour of the village and meeting our 

neighbours at Park House and Ginny Crow.

There is so much more we would like to learn about the Trevelyans as 

benefactors to the village and  anyone who has reminiscences, perhaps 

even handed down from their parents who may have worked on the 

Welcombe estate, or from an involvement in other circumstances. 

Contact us on 731367 or Margaret on 731636.

be put on a bonfi re as cyanide is given off. 

I was told in good faith of a gentleman, 

on hearing about this, decided to take all 

the pruned laurel branches to the local tip. 

He loaded up his car and started on his 

way. Unfortunately he was drugged by the 

fumes and was found slumped over the 

driving wheel by the roadside.

On a serious note, the most dangerous 

plants recognised in the locality are 

aconitum (monkshood), arum (cuckoo pint), 

colchicum (autumn crocus), lily of the valley, 

cytisus (broom), daphne, deadly nightshade, 

dephinium, digitalis (foxglove), laburnum, 

lantana, ricinus communis, (castor oil plant), 

taxus (yew). 

Parents should take care when planting 

gardens used by children and instruct 

precautionary measures of washing hands 

after playing. After all, we’ve lived with 

these plants up until now and survived, 

and it would be such a pity to concrete our 

gardens and not so interesting for peering 

over the garden wall!



Walk from Snitterfield to the Welcombe Hills and back
Distance:  5 miles
Typical time:  150 mins
Map  Explorer 205
Start and end: The Green, Snitterfield

We are so lucky to have a wide variety of walks round the village. Get out your walking boots and take time to enjoy the fabulous views over the countryside 
– always remember to keep to the public footpaths, respect the privacy of adjacent properties and observe the country code.

This walk begins at the start of 
The Green by the crossroads in 
Snitterfield, passing through the 
village, across the A46 and up quiet 
tracks through the orchards of the 
fruit farm. It continues over the golf 
course and up to the Welcombe 
Hills. With an optional stop for 
refreshments at the picnic area by the 
Welcombe Memorial, the walk passes 
through the beautiful parkland 
above Clopton House to Lower 
Clopton. From here the walk takes 
you through fields and meadows, 
with lovely rural views, to emerge at 
Gospel Oak Lane at the opposite end 
of The Green, which leads back into 
Snitterfield. The walk is mainly level, 
with only one or two gentle climbs. 
Apart from some road-walking on 
The Green the rest of the walk is 
mainly on field paths or tracks, which 
can be muddy in wet weather. 

To shorten the walk, a car can be left 
either at the lay-by on Ingon Lane 
at the entrance to the Welcombe 
Hills, which is easily reached from the 
Memorial half way round the walk, 
or at the parking space next to Round 
House Farm at Lower Clopton which 
is passed further on during the walk 
below.

1. At the 
crossroads by 
The Foxhunter 
pub, head up 
The Green 
almost to the 
end of the 
visible housing 

until you reach a turning on the left 
towards Duffins Piece, just before the 
black and white road signs (pic). After 
20 yards, turn right following a public 

footpath sign. Almost immediately, 
fork right, again following the sign to 
reach a narrow path alongside a field. 
At the end of it, go through a kissing 
gate and straight on uphill at the side 
of an orchard to another gate at the 
top. Go through it to reach the A46; 
cross it with care to climb steps to go 
through a gate on the opposite side 
into another orchard. Go straight 
ahead and through another kissing 
gate onto Kings Lane. Turn right 
along the lane for 300 yards, passing 
Welcome Hills vineyard and Bramley 
Orchard Farm. Turn left down the 
drive to Medlars Farm Shop.

2. At the end of 
the polytunnel 
turn right to 
walk between 
the polytunnels 
and the back of 
the Farm Shop 
(pic). At the end 

of the tunnels, go straight on down 
the track, with views of the Welcombe 
Monument in the distance to the 
left. Follow this track several hundred 
yards through orchards and fields.

3. The track 
will head 
downhill 
through a 
copse of 
trees where 
in winter a 
reservoir is 

visible on your right (pic). Follow 
the track down and around a bend 
to the left. Pass another group of 
polytunnels and immediately look 
out for a track to the right, leading 
to fields (do not follow the original 
track to the left). You should see a 

waymark sign just visible on a rotten 
post and follow this across the field 
to a stile bridge on the other side. 
The Welcombe Memorial will be 
ahead of you slightly to the left. Cross 
the bridge into another field.

4. Cross the 
field diagonally, 
keeping the 
copse of 
trees to your 
right (pic). Go 
through a gap 
in the hedge on 

the other side, over a ditch, and cross 
another small field to a brick bridge. 
Cross this and enter the golf course.

5. Go ahead 
gently uphill, 
following a line 
just to the right 
of a mature 
hedge passing 
a waymark sign 
on your left and 

saplings to the right (pic). At the top 
of the hill climb a double stile into a 
field (clearly waymarked). Go straight 
ahead following posts running along 
the middle of the field to the far 
side, with the Memorial ahead to 
the left and fine views to the east to 
Alveston church and the Horticultural 
Research station at Wellesbourne in 
the distance. 

6. Cross a 
stile on the 
other side 
of the field 
and follow a 
path running 
between a 
hedge and a 

field of sapling. Go through a kissing 
gate into a field. Go straight ahead, 
keeping a hedge on your right. (pic) 
At the end turn left along a wire 
fence towards the Memorial.

7. Either go 
straight on 
through a 
metal gate to 
take a detour 
to the picnic 
area by the 
Memorial or 

continue the walk by turning right 
through a timber kissing gate with 
views of the Welcombe Hotel ahead. 
Do not follow the waymarked sign 
but turn right to climb to the ridge of 
conifers (pic). 

8. Turn left at the top, keeping the 
timber fence on 
your right, this 
time enjoying 
views to the 
west (main 
picture).



9. As the fence 
turns to the 
right you will 
see a timber 
gate and kissing 
gate ahead 
– ignore metal 
gates to the 

right (pic). Go through and follow the 
ridge along with woodland to the 
right and a glimpse of Clopton House 
at the bottom of the hill to the left. 
Keep the fence to your right as you 
cross open parkland, with a view of 
the former stables to Clopton House 
below on the left, now converted 
into houses. 

10. At the end of the ridge look out 
for a dead tree in the top corner of 
the field and head towards it (pic). 
You will see an aerial mast on the 
horizon. Climb the timber fence to 
the side of the tree and turn left to 
join a fenced path alongside a field. 
Ignoring the gate and waymark 
immediately on your left, go straight 
ahead with lovely views to the south. 

When the path 
ends, enter a 
lane next to 
Roundhouse 
Farm at Lower 
Clopton. 

Follow the lane to the right past 
cottages. 

11. Keep 
on the lane 
until you see 
another lane 
forking left by 
a triangular 
warning road 
sign (pic). Turn 

left to reach the A46. Cross with care 
and go up to reach a track opposite. 
Immediately before a double timber 
gate turn right and follow a field 
edge, keeping the hedge on your left 
until you reach a clear waymark 

sign on a post. 

  12. Turn right 
to cross the 
middle of a 
large open 
field, keeping 
a copse of trees 
to your left and 
a radio mast in

the distance to your left (pic). Pass a 
small pond (dry in summer) and aim 
for the left end of the nearest hedge 
in front of you.

  13. Go behind 
this hedge 
and turn 
right towards 
the A46 (a 
waymark sign 
is just visible at 
the hedge

end) (pic). You will be in a narrow 
field, curving to the left. Follow the 
hedge on your left, passing another 
waymark on the left. Continue to 
the end of the field and climb over 
a bridge by a white waymark sign 
into a field. Follow the fence line on 
your left, past a redundant stile and 
Brickyard Farm on your left, to reach a 
stile leading onto Gospel Oak Lane.

  14. Cross the 
lane and 
go straight 
ahead down 
The Green 
(pic). Passing 
Waterworks 
Cottage on the 
left you

will eventually enter Snitterfield once 
more, following The Green to the 
start of the walk and a well-deserved 
drink of Snipe beer in one of the two 
village pubs nearby.

We’ll be featuring other walks in and 
around the village in future issues, 
and would especially like the children 
in the village to join in. 
So here’s a challenge to all children 
– we would like you to write and 
illustrate your favourite village walk 
(drawings or photos) and email to 
studio@smart-works.co.uk

Bluebell Walk
Never trample bluebells or you’ll get lost in the wood.  
The fairies dust your footsteps ‘til the trail is lost for good. 
The bluebells are the fairy-bells that ring when you are near, 
and they tinkle out a tinkle-bell that only fairies hear.

But every time a bluebell dies, it casts a fairy spell – 
And lost forever in the woods the careless ne’er-do-well. 

And never walk in bluebells in the shadow of an oak! 
For you’ll waken up the Oken-elves, the woodland’s wicked folk

Who’ll spoil the crop, and sour the milk, will not be reconciled 
‘til summoned-up the Succubus, to sew a demon-child.

The bluebells paint the woodland glades that shade will later hue; 
And gone, the fairy new-born in the woodland leaf anew...

‘til sunlight, lost through summer leaf and winter’s ashen sky 
shines spring. Bluebells meet the sun, and bow – a fairy passing by.

Busby 2002



Bob Foster has just published his brief history 
of the village war memorial after fi ve years 
of research. 
He briefl y describes the content – “In most cases it 
has been possible to trace the men`s lives from birth 
to the village school into employment and fi nally 
into the army or air force. The book includes many 
colour photographs and contains a variety of different 
personal stories. Other men from the village were 
educated at Eton and Winchester and one was killed 
in a cavalry charge, so there is plenty of variety in the 
lives described.” The following is a short excerpt from 
the book, typical of the information he has tracked 
down about local men – 

William Timms lived at Red Hill Farm with his family 
and his brother gave his life in the Boer War. He went 
to the village school and subsequently emigrated 
to Canada where he worked on farms. Upon the 
outbreak of the First World War he volunteered and 
arrived in France late in April 1915. He was serving as a 
stretcher bearer and he died in the Battle of Festubert 
only a matter of weeks after his arrival at the front.

To obtain a copy of the book, priced £10, contact Bob 
at Barn House, Church Road, Snitterfi eld. The book is 
also on sale at the local shop. Contact Bob on 
01789 731118, email bobfoster@telco4u.net

of the village war memorial after fi ve years 
of research.

to the village school into employment and fi nally 

colour photographs and contains a variety of different 

educated at Eton and Winchester and one was killed 

the book, typical of the information he has tracked 
down about local men – 

Fran has kindly offered to let us use excerpts from 
some of the books written by her father. This one 
is of particular interest to Snitterfi eld residents – 
taken from SHAKESPEARE’S FAMILY AND 
16TH CENTURY SNITTERFIELD.. .

The association with Snitterfi eld of the branch of the 

Shakespeare family to which William the poet and 

dramatist belonged, began when his grandfather, Richard, 

settled in the village sometime before the year 1529. He 

lived and worked there as a tenant farmer until his death 

31 years later. Wide ranging scholarly research for over a 

century has failed to bring to light conclusive documentary 

evidence to identify his immediate forbears, the town or 

village from which he left for Snitterfi eld or the exact year 

of his arrival.

The exact date of Richard’s death is not known. The 

earliest entry in the existing parish register is dated 30 

October 1561. Richard died sometime before 10 February 

of the preceding year, when probate administration of his 

estate was granted by the Worcester Diocesan Court to his 

son, John.

Families bearing the name Shakespeare, spelt in many 

different ways such as Saxper, Shakyspere, Shagsper, 

Shakesniore, are known to have lived in a number of 

Warwickshire villages in the sixteenth century. Attempts 

to establish specifi c links have so far been defeated by 

what one historian described as a bewildering maze 

of Warwickshire Shakespeares. Richard’s immediate 

ancestors may have lived in one of four villages in the 

middle of the county -- Balsall, Wroxall, Rowington and, 

nearest to Snitterfi eld, Hampton Corley or Curlieu in 

the parish of Budbrooke. Other gaps in our knowledge 

of Richard’s own family remain unfi lled… research 

has, for example, failed to establish his wife’s maiden or 

Christian names, or the exact number or dates of birth or 

the baptisms of her children. A document which might well 

have furnished some, at least, of the missing information 

- the fi rst page of the sixteenth century Snitterfi eld parish 

register, known to have been held by a lady in the village 

at the beginning of the century - has not been traced 

since then. The fi rst recorded reference to the presence 

of Richard Shakespeare in Snitterfi eld is an entry on the 

roll, or account of proceedings, of the manor court of the 

College of St Mary, Warwick, assembled for its half-yearly 

meeting on the 5 April, 1529. Richard is among the tenants 

amerced, or fi ned, for failing to pay suit, or attend, as 

legal custom required. It was at this meeting that detailed 

regulations were made or reiterated for the conduct of 

farming operations on its lands and penalties imposed for 

breaches of its orders during the preceding six months. 

The College of St Mary owned parcels of land of varying 

size, the past gifts of pious donors, in several villages 

around the town of Warwick. It was by no means unusual 

for the tenants in the more distant villages to pay the 

customary fi ne of twopence, rather than undertake a 

tedious journey over unmade and often mirey lanes and 

roads. A number of manor rolls, preserved in the Public 

Records Offi ce, make it clear that Richard repeated the 

offence in several years, although on occasion, as in 

1532 and 1538, the fi ne was waived on production of an 

acceptable excuse, no doubt advanced on his behalf by a 

fellow tenant from the village. Richard’s tenancy appears 

to have been unaffected by the transfer of ownership of 

the manor to the Crown on the dissolution of the College 

in 1544. Richard also held land as a tenant farmer on 

the main and much larger manor of Snitterfi eld itself. 

For the fi rst fi fteen years of his tenancy, this belonged 

to the Crown. In 1546, however, it passed to John Hales 

of Coventry and then to his brother Bartholomew, who 

held it until his death in 1599. The open fi eld system of 

agriculture, operated in Snitterfi eld since Anglo Saxon 

times, was based on the communal husbandry of large 

arable fi elds and meadows without hedges or permanent 

fences and areas of uncultivated common or waste land 

including rough woodland with the tooth’d briers, sharp 

furzes, pricking goss and thorns. (The Tempest). For a 

system of this kind to be successful, it was essential that 

an identical scheme of cultivation and management of 

livestock should be agreed and adhered to by all concerned 

and it was the main function of the manor court, through 

its supervisory offi cers, the steward, the fi eldsmen and the 

hayward, to ensure general conformity to its regulations, 

promulgated and recorded at the annual meetings of the 

manor court. The surviving rolls held by the Shakespeare 

Birthplace Trust, Stratford upon Avon, show that Richard, 

like many fellow husbandmen, including successive vicars, 

was not unwilling to turn a blind eye to Court orders when 

it was to his personal advantage to do so. In 1533 jurors 

elected by the court fi ned him and others for exceeding the 

stint of cattle allowable on common pasture, a restrictive 

device to prevent the ever present risk of overcropping. 

On other occasions he incurred the usual fi ne for not 

ringing his pigs to ensure they could be identifi ed if they 

were found roaming beyond the stipulated limits or if their 

ownerships were disputed. More than once, too, he was 

fi ned for the fairly common offence of keeping livestock 

on fallow land beyond the agreed time of withdrawal. 

Perhaps more seriously, he was among those ordered to 

repair their hedges and scour their ditches. Both actions 

were very necessary – hedges, few in the open fi elds, were 

important boundary marks as well as wind breaks, and 

blocked ditches led to marshy areas and the rank growth 

of: fumiter and furrow weeds. With burdocks, hemlock, 

nettles, cuckoo fl owers Darnel and all the idle weeds that 

grow. (King Lear).

If you have a member of the family who would 
like to say hello or contribute their recollections 
for SNIPE, ask them to email us at studio@smart-
works.co.uk.

Our SNIPE is read far and 
wide – it even reaches the 
furthest corners of the 
globe – an ex-resident of 
Snitterfi eld, Fran Dawes, 
now living in Victoria, 
Australia, contacted me 
recently. Her father was the 
well known historian, 
John Shelby, pictured right. 
She sent SNIPE this email: 

“My father was a man who 
loved words, music and history 
in equal measure. He came to 

live in Snitterfi eld in 1960 as 
HM Inspector of Schools for 
Warwickshire and lived in the 
village until his death at 93. 
The early 60s for me meant 
buses to school in Warwick, 
choir practice under the expert 
tutelage of Harry Marlow, 
church plays, two thriving 
village shops, camping outside 
the RSC, handbell ringers at 
Christmas, a general sense of 
village wellbeing, structure 
and calm. 
My father, fascinated by the 
name ‘Snitterfi eld’, soon began 
his research into the village, 

fi eld names and church history, 
eventually spending many hours 
in retirement in the records 
offi ce and libraries of Stratford 
and Warwick. Four publications 
resulted: An Eighteenth 
Century Warwickshire 
Village (1986); Snitterfi eld 
and The Shakespeares 
(1988); Seventeenth Century 
Snitterfi eld (1997) and a Short 
History of St. James the Great 
(1994). Cargoes of Memory: 
A discourse produced for him in 
his fi nal years, refl ected his ever 
enquiring mind. 
A proud Fellow of the Society of 

Antiquaries and 
Oxford man, 
John Shelby served 
many years on 
Stratford RDC, 
Council for Voluntary Service, 
the Dugdale Society 
and Open University but I think 
he would be most happy to 
leave a footprint in a village 
that gave him such interest 
and joy.”

SNIPE brings news to ‘Snitterfi eldians’ all over the world!

Council for Voluntary Service, 

Antiquaries and 

The Shakespeare Connection



The Women’s Institute held 

its inaugural meeting in 

Snitterfi eld in 1933 when 

there were 33 members. 

Membership has fl uctuated 

over the years being as high 

as 75 in the mid fi fties. 

There are still three loyal 

members from that time – 

and the oldest member, 

Bunty Redman, has recently 

enjoyed her 90th birthday. 

Over the years the activities have 

been many, including lampshade-

making, hat-making, cookery, and 

even art classes, which inspired one 

member, who from those small 

beginnings with the W.I. went on 

to hang one of her pieces in The 

Royal Academy of Art. Another 

member was adept at making 

pillow lace and her work went on 

show at The Victoria and Albert 

Museum. 

At one time the W.I. formed a 

football team to play against the 

local Youth Club and with sheer 

determination went on to win, 

although it is understood they 

were barely able to walk for nearly 

a week afterwards.

The most popular activity was 

the drama group, putting on 

plays: using their ingenuity for 

scenery and costumes. In one 

pantomime the chorus line looked 

very fetching in one member’s 

husband’s long combinations.

In 1955 the Warwickshire County 

Federation of Women’s Institutes 

organised a competition for each 

village to make a history book of 

their own village. Snitterfi eld’s 

entry is a wonderful history book, 

which is in the possession of 

Audrey Parnham. To view it call 

Audrey on 731410.

In 1973 Snitterfi eld W.I. celebrated 

its Ruby Anniversary by planting 

a Red Oak Tree in The Parish 

Field. That tree died so a second 

tree was planted the year after. 

This tree thrived until 2005. But 

recently member Viv Bainbridge, 

who originally helped to plant the 

tree, has reported that the tree 

has disappeared and on further 

investigation we found that the 

tree had been felled because of its 

proximity to overhead cables. 

Oak trees grow for hundreds of 

years but sadly this 30 year old tree 

has now gone, and we feel we’ve 

lost part of our heritage!

The Women’s Institute was 

founded to help women, often 

working in isolation on farms and 

in the home, to fi nd friendship and 

gain knowledge. It is experiencing 

a revival and in many places 

becoming quite trendy. Snitterfi eld 

is a village with a heart; you just 

need to get into the chest cavity 

to fi nd it. Husbands and family are 

not excluded and there are regular 

social events apart from the regular 

monthly meetings, for example, 

events such as the Spring Cheese 

and Wine Supper and the Summer 

Barbecue. 

If you would like to come and 

enjoy the interesting events and 

activities we organise, look on 

the notice board at the crossroads 

or phone Ann on 730575, Jan on 

731378 or Lindsay on 730276.

The Women’s Institute is thriving in Snitterfi eld 

Fun on stage for all at the 
pantomime

Betty Payne helps to 
cut the cake at our 
25th anniversary party

Time to take refreshments on a relaxing 
canal outing

Joyce Lee and June Thorne 
with a bonnet creation

Bunty Redman and 
June Thorndale at the 
fashion show

MEDLARS CONTINUES TO SUPPLY ORGANIC AND FINE FOODS

When Adrian and Helen Ross started Healthy Lifestyle Organics, 
an Organic and Earth Friendly Shopping Home Delivery Company 
in October 2004, they did not know they would be moving to 
Snitterfi eld 8 months later, taking on the running of an Organic 
and Fine Food Shop.

Adrian explains “We had been shopping organically ourselves 
for almost a year but often found that we had to go to several 
different places to get what we wanted organically. We had 
the same feedback from friends so decided we would start our 
own Organic Home Delivery Company where all your Organic 
Shopping can be done in one place. We both went into it 
head fi rst, we had approx 700 products when we started and 
currently have around 1,500 products and are still expanding 
our range. 

We took over the running of Medlars in May 2006 from Maureen and Janet 
who had run the shop since it reopened in August the previous year. It was 
sad to see them go as they were well liked in the village.

In May last year we moved in. Maureen and Janet helped us to understand 
how the equipment worked, but eventually we were on our own. Several of 
you who come into the shop will know Lucy, who helps in both businesses. 
As well as Lucy, my father, Brian, and mother, Greta, help out when they can. 
The other member of our team is Gary, I am sure you will have seen our van 
around doing home deliveries, be sure to give Gary a wave. 

Since taking over we have held several events in the shop including an 
Organic Wine and Cheese evening, a Taste of Organic Christmas, and just 
recently, a New Year Cleanse evening based around health and nutrition, 
which was very successful. 

Our customers really enjoy our events and we really enjoy organising them as 
it gives us the opportunity to get to know everyone. 

Many of people that shop with us have food intolerances, so we stock a wide 

range of dairy, wheat, gluten and sugar 
free products, and get in special lines if 
requested by our customers. 

Like all businesses, particularly new 
ones, we have had our ups and down. 
We went to the Bristol Organic Show 
in September having a great weekend, 
recruiting many new customers for our 
home delivery. When we got back we 
opened the doors and found to our 
horror our offi ce had been broken into 

and turned upside down. It was a shock and took us a little 
time to get over and get back to normal.

One thing we really concentrate on is taste. We do our best 
to try everything before putting it out on sale, and we also 

get samples in from our suppliers for our customers to try. We always have 
something out for tasting, we believe it is very important to look after our 
customers. And as the weather has been so cold recently we were offering 
coffee to our customers as they did their shopping.

Running two businesses is certainly challenging, often working long hours 
– but it is a very rewarding, especially when it goes right. It’s great when a 
new customer comes in and says they really love the range. It’s even better 
when we see them regularly and get to know them. 

In the future we would love to open the café as an organic café and 
restaurant, and stock more plants in the summer. We are already planning 
our next event, maybe at the Easter Weekend – just keep an eye on the shop 
window for information.

If you’re passing please pop in and have a look round, or if you are interested 
in home delivery call 01789 730055 or go on line at www.hlorganics.co.uk”.

Medlars is open Mon - Sat 9am-5pm and on Sundays 11am-3pm



SNIPERS CORNER

I love dogs but I HATE dog owners. Well, not all of them...

Come on you guys, do you have any idea how disgusting it 

is to accidentally tread in dog’s mess? Not only disgusting but 

dangerous – dog faeces carry several diseases, a single dog 

mess can contain approximately one million microscopic eggs, 

potentially causing blindness through the growth of non-

malignant tumours. 

There are very few houses in the village without gardens, and 

many excellent public footpaths so just why do some of you 

insist on walking your dogs in the fi elds where animals graze 

and the play areas and sports fi elds where children play? 

Take a pooper scooper and bag out with you and use it – there 

are several bins around the village where you can leave your 

full ‘poo bags’ if you don’t want to take them home. 

The Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996 allows local authorities 

to designate most public land as poop scoop areas. Failure 

to clear up on designated land is an offence subject to a 

maximum fi ne of £1,000. 

Are you guilty of being thoughtless and, by your lack of care, 

giving your fellow dog owners a bad reputation? 

This SNIPE newsletter is produced and distributed by volunteers with the help of additional funding from Snitterfi eld Parish Council. Editor Ginny Crow, tel 01789 731367,
email: studio@smart-works.co.uk. The views expressed in these pages do not necessarily refl ect those of the editor or other members of the SNIPE editorial committee.

Available for hire 

Situated in the heart of the village, the hall is the 
ideal place to hold meetings, events, parties 

and family gatherings. 

The facilities include: main hall, meeting room, 
kitchen, toilets, electric piano, 

stage and microphone. 

For more information, rates and booking 
please telephone the secretary, Renata Stephens. 

01789 731426

SNITTERFIELD 
VILLAGE HALL

I love dogs but I HATE dog owners. Well, not all of them...

WHAT DID YOU KNOW .. .?
Thanks to all who called to identify the missing name on the cricket 
photo, we had over twenty calls to tell us it was Ramsay Heritage.

  Snitterfi eld Cricket Club has a full season of 
fi xtures lined up this year, with eleven Sunday 
home games being complemented by a number of 
midweek limited overs games.

 
 The season starts on Easter Sunday, 16 April, with  
 a home game against Bidford. Two weeks later 
local rivals Bearley are the visitors, followed on Sunday 7 May by 
more local rivalry in the shape of Norton Lindsey. June sees visits 
by Ashorne and Wellesbourne, as well as the start of the midweek 
evening fi xtures with the visit of Claverdon Rugby Club on 7 June.
 
Other Sunday home games are against Kings Norton, Darlingscote, 
the Grosvenor II, Harbury, Great Alne and Rowington. 
Wednesday games include the Foxhunter, the New Inn – Norton 
Lindsey and Warwick Crown Court.

APRIL
16 APRIL SUN BIDFORD HOME 2:00PM

23 APRIL SUN ASHORNE  AWAY  2:00PM

30 APRIL SUN BEARLEY HOME 2:00PM

MAY
7 MAY SUN NORTON LINDSEY HOME 2:30PM

14 MAY SUN HARBORNE AWAY 2:30PM

21 MAY SUN ROWINGTON AWAY TBC *

28 MAY SUN KINGS NORTON AWAY 2:30PM

JUNE
4 JUNE SUN DARLINGSCOTE AWAY 2:30PM

7 JUNE WED CLAVERDON RFC XI HOME 6:00PM

11 JUNE SUN ASHORNE HOME 2:30PM

14 JUNE WED PAUL WELLS XI HOME 6:00PM

18 JUNE SUN WELLESBOURNE HOME 2:30PM

21 JUNE WED GREAT ALNE AWAY 6:00PM

28 JUNE WED A P RACING XI HOME 6:00PM

JULY
2 JULY SUN KINGS NORTON HOME 2:30PM

5 JULY WED HASELOR SECULARS XI HOME 6:00PM

9 JULY SUN BIDFORD AWAY TBC

12 JULY WED WARWICK CROWN COURT XI HOME 6:00PM

16 JULY SUN GREAT ALNE AWAY 2:30PM

19 JULY WED NORTON LINDSEY NEW INN XI HOME 6:00PM

23 JULY SUN DARLINGSCOTE HOME 2:00PM

26 JULY WED COVENTRY ARCHITECTS XI HOME TBC

AUGUST
2 AUGUST WED PAUL WELLS XI HOME 6:00PM

6 AUGUST SUN GROSVENOR XI (MEMORIAL GAME) HOME 2:30PM

9 AUGUST WED SNITTERFIELD FOXHUNTER XI HOME 6:00PM

13 AUGUST SUN BARDS AWAY 2:30PM

20 AUGUST SUN HARBURY HOME 2:30PM

SEPTEMBER
3 SEPT SUN GREAT ALNE HOME 2:00PM

10 SEPT SUN NORTON LINDSEY AWAY 1:30PM

17 SEPT SUN ROWINGTON HOME 1:30PM

 The season starts on Easter Sunday, 16 April, with  
 a home game against Bidford. Two weeks later 

The unfortunate owners of this vehicle had to get it winched out 
of the hole it sank into when the culvert on The Green gave way 
recently. It emphasises the need to stop heavy traffi c travelling 
through the village over heritage structures which may be at risk.


