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Chairman of the
Parish Council
steps down

Snitterfield

Village Fete
Sunday 22 June at 12 - 4pm
on the playing fields, Wolverton Road

Richard Hobbs writes:
It was quite a shock to us all when Ian Wilkins, the
clerk to Snitterfield Parish Council, read out Gerry
Stammer’s letter stating that he was resigning
from the Parish Council in April. In his letter
Gerry said how much he had enjoyed his time on
the Parish Council but felt that it was time for a
younger member of the community to take on the
stewardship and management of the Parish.
Gerry moved to Snitterfield in April 1978 (in fact
into my Grandmother’s house in Bellbrook) and a
year later he was co-opted on to the Village Hall
Management Committee where he served as the
treasurer for about five years and was involved
with the new kitchen and toilet extension.
Gerry has served on the Parish Council for a number of years. Originally in 1986 and
later as Vice Chairman with David Stephens as Chairman. It was during the later time
that in order to avoid any conflict of interests he felt obligated to leave the Council and
fight the Appleton House appeal. However, after winning the appeal he was again back
representing Snitterfield at the Baba Ke enquiry.
Not one to be idle, Gerry then started the Village Design Statement group and was able
to oversee its adoption by Stratford District Council in 2000. When Peggy Joslin left the
Parish Council, Gerry took over as Chairman making great strides to improve the way the
Council worked for the residents of Snitterfield. He established a sound financial base for
the Council, chaired the Parish Plan which was adopted by SDC in 2006 and represented
the village at several planning meetings including the public enquiry for the traveller site
at Blackhill, which involved many hours hard work. Gerry was involved in the aftermath
of three floods and has worked hard to get some sort of co-ordination from the various
responsible authorities to reduce the possibility of flooding in the village. The Parish
Council under Gerry’s leadership started the carbon reduction project and has also been
instrumental in helping to set up the sports club and local cinema.
I attend about sixteen parish councils in my role as your local County Councillor and I
can assure everyone that through Gerry’s leadership Snitterfield has one of the best local
councils in Stratford District.
Well done Gerry it has been a pleasure to work with you. Enjoy your retirement!

MIDSUMMER THEME
• The Big Green Interactive Bus
• Falconry Display • Dog Agility
• Demonstration • Archery • Bar
• Pig Roast • Teas & Strawberries
• Wooden Jousting Horse
• SPEAR Demonstration
• Competitions • School performance
• Tug-o-war • 5-a-side Football Tournament
• Live Music • Glider
• An array of Stalls
• And much much more!!! •

Offers of any help on the day will be gratefully
received – please contact Gaye Hillier 730372
or Nicola Matthews 731891

•••STOP PRESS•••

Stratford District Council may be
considering temporary planning
permission to the green belt site,
an area of special landscape, off the
A46 (on the old fruit farm site near
the reservoir). This site has been
bought with a view to accommodate
at least 18 gypsy families who
need ‘temporary’ accommodation
whilst their existing site is being
refurbished by the council. If you are
concerned about the impact this is
likely to have on Snitterfield and the
local environment you should contact
SDC Planning Department, T 260303
as soon as possible to make your
concerns known or to clarify the facts.
Updates on www.snitterfield.com

News from your County and District Councillor
Snitterfield is lucky
to still have a
shop at the centre
of the village and
the local village
school. However,
since I became your local County
Councillor in 1997 we have sadly lost the
doctors’ surgery and our local post office.
I understand that transport is a problem
and the difficulties people experience
using the regular bus service to visit
the hospital or doctor. I want, therefore,
to make villagers more aware of the
Community Links social transport scheme.
The Community Links Programme offers
a small fleet of vehicles, each with full
disability access, offering a ‘door-to-door’

service for people stuck for transport to
get to and from their nearest town or
village for shopping or visiting friends.
The service is for people who have a
genuine need for local transport and
cannot access public transport because of
mobility needs or have no other form of
transport available.
The Community Links Service operates
between about 9.30am and 2.30 pm on
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday and costs
£1.20 per single journey and £2.40 return
‘door to door’ per person.
Please ring Community Links on
01789 264491 for more information.
This transport scheme works in close
co-operation with the volunteer

Centre Medical Scheme for doctor,
dentist, hospital and medical related
appointments. For this ‘medical journey’
scheme contact Clarissa Roberts on
01789 296344.
This is a partnership project between
Warwickshire County Council, Stratford
District Council, Stratford on Avon
Volunteer and Stratford on Avon Town
Trust.
Richard Hobbs
County Councillor, Aston Cantlow Division
Please do not hesitate to contact me if
you need any information, help or advice.
Telephone: (01789) 730331 or email me at
richardhobbs@warwickshire.gov.uk

Snitterfield Parish Council Annual Report
The Parish Council has completed another
busy and successful year continuing to
build upon the funds which will allow the
Council to start the refurbishment and
upkeep of the areas within the village that
the Council own. Also the Council can now
start to plan and manage new projects to
help support groups within the Parish that
are there for all to use. This is the second
year of the current Parish Council.

FINANCES
The annual precept had to be raised this
year by 2.9% to a figure of £21,200.
Donations to Parish groups and clubs
under Section 137 the Local Government
Act of £5,882 which enabled us to make
increased donations to St James Church,
The Village Hall and The Friends of the
School and Nursery.
Council accounts for the year 2006/7 have
been signed off and thanks must go to
our clerk, Mr Ian Wilkins, for keeping the
finances in good order.

PROJECTS
The Council started during 2007 and is
continuing through 2008 the following
projects.
•	Financial support to Parish groups and
Clubs that benefit our community.
•	Sports Club, including some
improvements in the playing field.
•	Maintenance of the small playing field
in The Green.
•	Refurbishment of the cemetery path
and a maintenance agreement for the
general upkeep of the cemetery.

•	Improvements in the footpaths with
County Council help (P3) Parish Paths
Partnership.
• Improvements in our street lighting.
•	Flood defences and maintenance of the
brook with help from the Environment
Agency.

PLANNING
Planning issues have continued to reduce,
with a drop in the number of planning
applications being received. This is due
to the changes in the Stratford District
Local Plan and a moratorium on new
developments in Rural areas. (New
developments must be in centres with a
population of 8,000 or more.)
Snitterfield is designated as a Local Centre
Village covered by the planning policy
COM 1. Where local choice is the major
consideration and with the adoption of
your Parish Plan by SDC we are protected
from ‘speculative developers’.
This year we have processed 45 planning
applications. Extensions were the main
trend in the planning applications, this
reflects the SDC policies to refuse new
developments in a rural setting like
Snitterfield.
We have defended our objection to
planning applications that fail to comply
with these local policies and the guidelines
set out in our Village Design Statement
2000 and Parish Plan 2006.
Planning is a very sensitive issue because
it can affect you or your property, you
need to know as much as possible about
the details in the application and these

are available either on the Council Notice
Board or via our village web site
www.snitterfield.com
Retrospective Planning applications have
increased over the last 12 months. The
Parish Council does not support this
practice and before making alterations to
your property please seek advice from the
planning department at Stratford District
Council.

Enforcement Notices
We have five notices in place and two will
result in court action by the SDC. One has
already resulted in a court judgment.

Planning Appeals
We made representation at the hearing
in support of the SDC decision to refuse
a gypsy site at Blackhill. It was refused
on the grounds of road safety on the
A439. We were successful in having
the appeal dismissed and the District
Council decision upheld. Thank you for
support from residents, WCC and SDC. We
could be faced in the future with a new
planning application for this site using an
alternative entrance.

TRAFFIC
Traffic in our village is a major concern for
all of us. We have a school in the centre
of the village that is adjacent to the main
route through our village and a ‘rat run’
for traffic avoiding the Longbridge Island.
Modification to the Longbridge Island is
starting and will last up to two years.
Speed is a major problem and the current

Rag-Tag Toddler & Baby Group
Thanks to your support the cinema is now up and running in our
village. Those of you who came to see our first screenings were not
disappointed. An excellent audience of over 50 residents enjoyed the
first show, Ratatouille, and those of us who put it all together breathed
a sigh of relief that we were able to overcome today’s technology
thanks to some last minute help. (You know who you are - a BIG, BIG
thank you!). As a result of the fantastic support at the first screenings,
we have been able to reduce ticket prices and now there is also a
special FAMILY ticket available for up to FOUR people. Tickets are
available at the Village Store. Sunday 27 April saw us getting even more
ambitious and going for a ‘double screening’ of The Simpsons followed
by the Oscar nominated Away from Her starring Julie Christie, who this
year narrowly missed out on an Oscar for Best Actress.
Further Screenings are as follows – please watch out for our posters
giving you further film showing details:
Sunday 25 May, Sunday 8 June, Sunday 27 July
Your continued support will help the Village Hall Committee raise funds
for a new kitchen (which is indeed needed).
John Jacobs, Snitterfield Parish Council

traffic calming measures in the village
need to be made to work effectively.
New traffic calming methods are needed in
Wolverton Road.
Parking on the pavements and green
areas in the village is a continual problem,
although the WCC has helped by improving
the parking area in Highfield Close.

STREET LIGHTING
This year we continued the maintenance
of our street lighting with a sub-contractor
and planned to replace a light in The
Green. This has proved to be a problem,
as the new light has been installed in
the wrong place and the contractor has
not been able to reposition the light in
the correct position because of electrical
supply problems.

STREET CLEANING
The general condition of our pavements
and streets are good. However we have
two areas where we are continually
attacked. Dog fouling and overhanging
hedges, trees and shrubs.
The Parish Council has provided special
red litterbins for the dog owners to use
when cleaning up after their pets.
With narrow pavements in parts of the
village, we must ask everyone with a
hedge bordering a pavement to ensure it
is cut back.

FLOOD PREVENTION
20 July – in heavy rain the Bell Brook burst
its banks causing flooding through the
centre of the village. Some twenty three
properties were flooded. This is a very real

Rag-Tag Toddler & Baby Group runs each Monday morning during
school term-time from 10-11.45am in Snitterfield Village Hall.
We offer a warm welcome to parents and carers of children from birth
up to about four years of age and have a great selection of toys.
We are also now very fortunate to
have a monthly drop-in session
during toddler group with Debbie
Sarson, one of our local Health
Visitors. Debbie is available to have
your baby weighed and to discuss
any issues or worries concerning you
and your family. No appointment
is necessary and for the next few
months the dates she will be visiting
are 19 May, 16 June and 21 July.
Please make use of this excellent
service available within the village
and avoid the queues at the health
clinics in town.
For more information please call
Hilary on ☎ 731246.

concern for those living over or alongside
this watercourse and following the flood
we organised a meeting with the local
authorities. The follow-up and actions put
forward at the meeting are slow in coming,
but we are seeing the Environment
Agency in the village and maintenance
work is taking place. The long term flood
prevention methods are under design and
the results of testing the computer model
will be known later this year. Dredging will
be started in specific areas of the brook
by the authorities.
We ask all riparian owners to keep the
section of the brook clear of over-hanging
bushes, trees and hedges.

DISTRICT ISSUES
The Parish Council wants to be part of the
larger picture in the district and be part
of the implementation of the new Local
Framework Plan 2011–2026. Co-operation
with all departments in the District
Council and with our District and County
Councillor, Mr Richard Hobbs, is a major
objective for the Parish Council.
The new railings in School Road were
replaced this year by WCC.

PROJECTs FOR 2007/8

The Rural Cinema – A new scheme to bring
the cinema to the village has started.
This project is headed up by Councillor John
Jacobs.
Carbon footprint reduction – A project
was started last year under the leadership
of Councillor Alister Jones to reduce the
carbon footprint for the Parish. This has
been a great success and we wish to thank

all the team for their efforts. The Village
is making a significant contribution to the
bigger picture, to protect the future of
the planet and reverse the trend in global
warming.
Best Kept Village Competition – We failed to
enter this competition for 2007, but we are
hoping to enter a new competition for the
Warwickshire Best Village of the Year.
There are three categories.
Community Projects – Sports club
Environment – Carbon reduction project
Communication – Website and Snipe.
We are hoping to set up a subcommittee to
prepare our entry.

Affordable Housing
WRCC Rural Housing Enabler, Mr Charles
Barlow, has conducted a survey.
The findings show that we need 14 houses
ranging from one to three bedroom
dwellings. Two sites have been identified,
but until the sewer system is up-graded by
Severn Trent Water, they will not support an
affordable housing project. This is a major
investment for STW and not currently in
their planning or budget.
G J Stammers
Chairman of the Parish Council

Snitterfield School News

This article has been prepared by the children of Snitterfield School’s Year 6 Group

Art Day ➜

In February, Nash Meghji led an Art workshop with Class 4.
The theme was religious paintings, The Story of Jesus.
First we learnt how to shade. Then some children were chosen
to create pencil drawings of the story while the others drew
patterns. The children then paired up and on Tuesday, copied
the small pictures onto panels of parcel paper in charcoal. In
the afternoon, everybody worked in teams to colour the full
size panels. The results were magnificent as you can see on
the right.

➜

The Pond Area

Mucky Monday

➜

Over the past few months, work has been
continuing in the pond area.
The work is going well although a little slower
than originally expected. There have been a few
hiccups along the way but we hope it will be
finished soon.
In the newly constructed area it will include a
decking area with picnic tables, benches around
the fence and a safety grid in the pond (just in
case!).
Thank you Sally Hopkinson for the new design.
Later in the summer, the school is thinking of
having a grand opening for the area.

Every Monday, Class 1 (above) goes on something called
‘Mucky Monday’.
We asked some children from Reception and their teacher,
Mrs Casley about it.
The most recent expedition was a field trip and there have been
many others. One child told us they loved making doughnuts.
Someone else liked clambering over grain mountains.
Mrs Casley told us that she enjoyed it very much. She said her
favourite trip was going to the Guide Dogs Centre and seeing
all the puppies. We asked her what would be her ideal Mucky
Monday. “The seaside,” she replied. As you can tell, all of
class 1, including the teachers, enjoy going on all these
adventures!!!

Sports events of Snitterfield School

Snitterfield School have been to and held many sports events in
the past year.
We attended the indoor athletics at King Edward’s School.
Although we didn’t win we still had fun!
During February we took part in the swimming gala at Stratford
Leisure Centre where we competed against a number of other
schools with great success!
Year 6 took part in a six-a-side football contest at Stratford
High School towards the end of April. Finally, the netballers
took part in a schools tournament at Studley on 17 April.

Watch out for Snow White and the Seven Jockeys to be performed in the summer.

Snitterfield Primary School needs you!
A Clerk to Governors is needed for Snitterfield
School. The Clerk plays a vital administrative role
in the organisation of the governing body.
This post would suit a well-organised person who
would like to contribute to the community.
This is a paid position. If you are interested please
contact Abbe Sturman, Chair of Governors, on
01789 730232 or by email ablou@btinternet.com

Snipers Corner
SAVE THE FOXHUNTER
Rumours, rumours and more rumours...
Come on, we really want to know what
the owners have in mind. We want to see
the Foxhunter pub back in business not a
burnt-out deteriorating ruin in the centre of
the village. Rumour has it the insurance is
now paid... Rumour has it that houses are
intended for the site... Rumour has it the
intention is to buy the house next door to
facilitate a housing development... come on,
tell us what is going to happen, we really
want our pub back and open again soon!

Old News

(information from reports
published in the Stratford Herald)
May 1893 – A mystery burglary at the New
Inn (now the Foxhunter).

The landlady Mrs Sabina Cooke had left the
premises in the charge of her son George who
closed the pub at 10pm and went to his own
home. When she returned at nine the next
morning she found the back door unlocked
and the premises had been entered. She went
into the bar and saw the key of the cupboard
on the floor, when she checked inside, a
pint pot containing £1 worth of coppers was
missing, nothing else had been taken from
the cupboard even though there were silver
spoons and forks in there, but a basket of
eggs left on the stairs had also been taken.
When she went upstairs she found the upper
part of her bedroom door had been broken,
but the thief had not been into the room as
a purse containing £10 in gold and some
jewellery was untouched on the dressing table.
Later in the same year, a further theft occurred
at the pub when a large ham was stolen. On
this occasion Mrs Cooke’s daughter was left in
charge.

Is the Foxhunter about to rise from
the ashes?
Signs of activity outside the Foxhunter have
prompted renewed speculation amongst
villagers that rebuilding work could soon be
underway.
But such is the lack of information about
plans for the burnt out site – now semi
derelict for nearly a year – that the slightest
sign (in this case workmen in white vans
expressing a more than casual interest
in the building) is sufficient to start the
rumour mill working overtime, leading
villagers to ask what is being planned?
SNIPE tried to contact the Foxhunter’s
owner, Sam Evans, to hear first hand his
plans for the site but telephone calls and
e-mails received no response.
However, Stratford District Council has
confirmed that there are no current
planning applications for the site and no
permissions have been sought since the
retrospective permission last June for a first
floor extension to provide additional living
accommodation to the manager’s private flat.
The council also confirmed that whilst in
theory an application for change of use
from pub to residential is permissible under
certain circumstances the Stratford Local
Plan Review seeks to retain existing shops
and services (see extracts from the plan
right). Any application would be subject to
a rigorous assessment.

The Foxhunter (then the New Inn)
in happier days, c 1908.
Local residents voiced to SNIPE:
‘I think people are getting really fed up now.
We’ve had enough of looking at this sorry
shell of a site in such a prominent village
position. And we’re worried that they’ll try
and develop the site for residential use.
We don’t want that, we want our pub back.’
‘Our patience over this shouldn’t be
mistaken for apathy. We care about what
happens in the village and are prepared to
fight for what is right.’

Celebrations on the estate
At the end of May 1893 estate workers and
allotment holders on the Trevelyan Estate held
their annual dinner at the Bell Inn. 180 people
sat down to a ‘bountiful repast’ in a large tent
adjoining the inn. Toasts were drunk to the
health of the Queen and Sir George and Lady
Trevelyan. Songs enlivened the proceedings
and the evening closed at 10 o’clock.

Political Meeting
A public meeting was held in the Square in
June 1893 on the subject of Home Rule in
Ireland. There were three speakers, one from
Belfast, a Mr W. Hutton. Arguments during the
first two speakers, Rev T Webb and Mr G A
Jeffries, prevented Mr Hutton to get a hearing.
The audience were asked to give the speakers
a fair hearing but one person kept putting
questions continually and called the speaker’s
‘impostors’ and other improper names. A
further attempt was made to call the meeting
to order, but to no avail. The meeting broke up
in confusion, and someone threw a rotten egg,
which hit Mr Hutton. The constable then came
forward and ordered the people to disperse,
and so ended a most noisy meeting.

What the Stratford District Local Plan Review
says: The Local Plan Review identifies Snitterfield
as a Local Centre Village (settlements with a basic
range of facilities including as a minimum a
general store, primary school and regular public
transport). In Local Centre Villages new housing
development must meet local needs, as identified
in a Parish Plan or similar. Parish Plans provide
the ability for local people to set out a vision for
the future of their community, what its needs are
and how its character should be preserved.
The Local Plan Review is also emphatic about
local choice. It says: ‘The views of the local
community … will be taken fully into account
in the planning process. In particular they will
be used as a material consideration in the
determination of planning applications …’.
Policy 16 states that throughout the district
the retention of sites in business uses will be
promoted by not permitting the redevelopment
or conversion of such sites for other uses,
including housing; and supporting the expansion
of existing firms in their established locations,
except where the scale and nature of the activity
would cause unacceptable environmental impact
on the local area.
In exceptional circumstances the development of
affordable dwellings to meet local housing need
may be permitted (Policy CTY.5) in settlements
where residential development is normally
resisted. Such schemes will be supported within
or adjacent to existing settlements if certain
stringent conditions are met. Proposals will only
be acceptable if they are submitted in the form of
a full planning application.

Football News

Another successful season is coming to an
end for Snitterfield’s junior football teams.
The village now has six sides – all of which play
in the Mid Warwickshire Football League – and
over 80 registered players, making it one of the
largest junior clubs in the local area. Teams play
in the following age groups; under 8s, under 10s
(two teams), under 13s, under 14s and under 15s.
The under 8s clinched promotion to the first
division in their first season (half the team
are in fact playing at a higher age group). The
under 10s have reached the cup semi final for
the third year running and the under 15s have
again reached the cup final and are still in with a
chance of winning the league. All the other teams
sit comfortably in their respective leagues.
Throughout the season the club has received
many positive comments from visiting teams,
such as ‘what great facilities the club offers’, ‘this
is exactly how a junior football club should be run’
and ‘your players never know when to give up, they
are a credit to the club’.
The club’s presentation evening is on Friday 9
May and will see all players rewarded for their
efforts. There will also be special awards for
top goalscorer, players’ player and manager’s
player. The junior football section is keen to
remain loyal to its roots and to stage the awards
evening at the Sports Club. However, due to
the number of players and family members
that will be attending, the evening will be split
into two sittings as the Sports Club can only
accommodate a certain number of people
The website (www.snitterfieldfc.co.uk) is now up
and running and although still in its infancy will
hopefully allow all players and others to keep up
to date.
Next season is a big year for all teams – four
of the teams will be playing 11 a side. We are
running a number of open days at the Snitterfield
playing fields in search for new players.
U8s (school year 3), U9s (school year 4) and U10s
(school year 6) and U14s (school year 10)
Wednesday 7 May, (6pm – 7-30pm);
Saturday 10 May (10am – 12pm); and
Saturday 17 May (10am – 12pm).
U13s (school year 9) and U15s (school year 11)
Thursday 8 May (6pm – 7-30pm);
Sunday 11 May (10am – 12pm); and
Sunday 18 May (10am – 12pm).
(All school years as of September 2008).
Progress off the pitch continues, with the help
from some of the families, the club has built a
floodlit training area behind the tennis courts
at the Sports Club. Drainage has been put in
and the club was able to use the pitch until late
January when sadly they were beaten by the
weather. This facility has saved a large amount of
money as they did not have to rent multi surface
pitch space for as long as previous seasons.

The club is extremely grateful to Parkridge
Holdings (A European Property Development and
Investment company based in Solihull) for their
continued sponsorship. This has enabled the club
to improve and update the equipment and to
purchase new kits for the teams.
There are two forthcoming fund-raising events
that may be of interest.
Village Fete 5-a-side competition (22 June)
The junior football section has been asked to
organise this year’s village fete five-a-side football.
The competition will be for ADULTS only and
anyone wishing to enter a team should contact
the club secretary, Emma Anderson eanderson@
parkridgeholdings.com, Steve Lewis on 07771
667 650 or Sean Reaper on 07748 978 408. It
will be strictly on a first come first served basis.
Registration forms are available from either the
Snitterfield Stores or the Snitterfield Sports Club.
Other footballing attractions sponsored by the
junior football club at the village fete include a
Junior penalty shoot out competition and Spot
the Ball for a cash prize.
Snipe Six Run (Sunday 29 June)
This is the second year the junior football club
has organised the Snipe Six Run. Last year it
proved to be a great fund-raiser. The run follows
a route from Snitterfield Sports Club through
Pigeon Green, Norton Lindsey and Wolverton.
Last year saw 60 runners of all levels and
experience take part. The event takes place
on Sunday 29 June. Entry forms are available
from Sarah Protheroe, 01789 731103 or e-mail
protheroe1103@aol.com Prizes this year will be
given to the first male or female, the first male or
female over 55 and the first fancy dress runner
to cross the finish line at the end of this testing
route.
If you would like to know more about the junior
football please speak to club chairman,
Steve Lewis (07771 667650) or club secretary
Emma Anderson (0796 6022062).

Cricket News

A mixed men’s and women’s Twenty:20
evening game will start the new season of
midweek fixtures for Snitterfield Cricket Club
this summer. The aim is to involve as many
people as possible – those interested in playing
should contact Lee at Snitterfield Stores.
The club is approaching the season in an
optimistic mood, having just completed eight
two-hour indoor net sessions, the senior club
sharing the nets with the newly-formed Under 11s
team. The traditional first match of the season is
away to local rivals Bearley on
27 April and a further 19 40 over Sunday
matches are pencilled in together with 12 20 over
Wednesday evening matches.
It is the first season for the Under 11s, who will
play nine matches (four home and five away)

in the South Warwickshire League against some
tough local opposition. New players are welcome.
Keep a look out too for posters promoting cricket
coaching in partnership with the school. This will
take place on the playing field starting in early May.
Club chairman Lee Hillier said: ‘The club has
come a long way since it was formed just a
few years ago and we feel we are growing and
becoming stronger being part of Snitterfield
Sports Club. What other village this size can
boast football, cricket, tennis and bowls clubs, all
open to anyone who wants to participate and at
very reasonable membership.’
Lee also thanked village residents for their
support of the club over recent years and
welcomed Sports Club Chairman Paul Waldron
to his new role. ‘As the Sports Club continues to
grow and become more involved in village life I
feel a strong committee is putting a structure in
place that will benefit village residents for many
years to come.’
If you’d like to watch some cricket this summer
home games take place on:
Under 11s 28 April v Khalsa;
19 May v Leamington; 16 June v Hunningham; and
23 June v Kenilworth.
Midweek: 28 May v Haselor Seculars;
4 June v AP Leamington; 11 June v Les Beesley XI;
25 June v Justin Seaborn XI; 9 July v Great Alne;
16 July v Claverdon RFC; 23 July v Coventry
Architects; 30 July v AP Leamington and
6 August v Lapworth. All matches start at 6pm.
Sunday: 18 May v Ashorne; 1 June v Darlingscote;
8 June v Grosvenor (Malcolm Steel Memorial Match);
15 June v Wellesbourne; 29 June v Kings Norton;
6 July v Bidford; 20 July v Great Alne;
3 August v Harbury; 31 August v Norton Lindsey;
and 21 September v Roger Abbot XI.
Most start at 2.30 although start times get earlier
later in the season.
Anyone interested in playing or getting involved
with the club contact Lee at Snitterfield Stores.

Margaret Tweed from the Snitterfield Garden Club writes

Over the
Garden
Wall

“Gardening is any way that humans and nature come together with the intent of creating beauty”
Snitterfield Garden Club is almost 15 years old
and currently has 106 paid up members.
Over the years we have held monthly meetings and
have shared the many delights of the very varied
programme. We are a mixed bunch in every way, age,
character and profession, but the common thread is
the joy of gardening and of visiting gardens.
Our members’ gardens vary from small courtyards,
patios, vegetable plots to much larger plots whether
they are wild or manicured. Each and everyone is a
delight.
Short garden breaks and visits have been thoroughly
enjoyed and for this year visits have been arranged
to Wisley, gardens of Norfolk, Beth Chatto, and in
September, Sissinghurst and Great Dixter.
Garden photos are from Gillian Waldron “The area of
wood in our garden in which these beauties appear

each year is part of the old Galley Hill wood at the
top of Kings Lane, so called I believe because it was
once the site of a gallows at the junction with Ingon
Lane where gruesome hangings would have taken
place.”
Snitterfield Garden Club meets every first Tuesday of
each month at 8pm in the Village Hall, except May,
June, July when there are outside visits.

Join us at these summer events:
✿ Summer Garden Soiree, 1 July, Park View, 7pm
✿ AGM and Produce Show, 2 September, 7.30pm
✿ Visit to Sissinghurst and Great Dixter 6 Sept
£23 (plus £7.80 for Sissinghurst if not NT member)

Contact Chairman 731636, or Secretary 730062

The first of a series of seasonal ramblings in the garden
May and June are two of the most exciting months in the garden.
The soil has warmed up, the evenings are longer and sitting in a
hammock with a gin ‘n tonic is a possibility.
During May every time you venture into the garden the borders look
increasingly fresh and shiny, with new green leaves appearing to grow
before your eyes and the first early season flowers starting to open up.
As we move into June the herbaceous borders head towards their blowsy
best, with the chocolate-box flowers competing for attention and roses
blooming everywhere. Early potatoes, lettuce, rocket, radish, spring
onions, peas and globe artichokes start cropping and strawberries begin
to ripen.
Amongst all this exuberance and plenty it is also a potential season of
discontent for those, like me, for whom 2007 was ‘The Year of the Slug’.
So this year hostilities commenced in late March with a dose of slug
nematodes. The product is supplied as a powder, which is mixed with water
and watered onto the soil. It works at temperatures above 5°C so can be
applied outdoors between March and October or at any time under glass.
The powder contains millions of microscopic parasitic nematodes which
kills slugs both above and below ground. They search out a slug and enter
it, and release a bacterium: within 3-5 days the slug stops feeding and
burrows underground to die. As it decomposes the nematodes are released
back into the soil and the process starts again: it also appears to decrease
the snail population. For best results it is applied every six weeks or so and
for the busy or absent minded it is possible to have nematodes delivered
automatically at 6 week intervals over the summer. Having brought home
a new puppy in the spring a big bonus is that it is harmless to pets, birds
and wildlife (not that I have much garden left to protect – 2008 is shaping
up to be ‘The Year of the Puppy’).
My next line of attack was to put copper slug and snail tape around the
pots containing annuals, hostas and vegetables (see photo). The selfadhesive tape creates a physical barrier with a tiny positive electric charge

that repels slugs and snails. It is very
effective, although I found it didn’t adhere
well unless the pot was well cleaned prior
to sticking it down and I found serrating
the edge of it with scissors kept snails
away more effectively.
A matting, which works in a similar way,
can be cut and planted through as a
weed-suppressing membrane or laid under
pots. There are also ‘Hosta Halos’ available
for plants in the border: these simple plastic rings deter both slugs and
snails and also work well with individual vegetable plants. Copper rings
serve a similar purpose and look more attractive but are less robust.
New to me this year is the slug and snail fence. This 7.3-metre-long
silver mesh can be run around a border, collection of pots or raised
bed. It works off a supplied battery and it is possible to buy a 7.3-metre
extension. The electric charge is harmless and too weak to be felt by
children, wildlife and (unfortunately) puppies. Standing only 9cm above
the ground it is supported with small fence pegs and, if necessary, you
can disguise it behind low decorative edging (available in garden centres)
and, of course, it can be reused year after year.
A final offering: before planting out your seedlings with confidence, it is
advisable to use nematodes or a slug trap inside the fence to eradicate
the inmates: they won’t be able to get out once the fence is fitted and
may build up somewhat of an appetite!
All the mentioned products are available in selected garden centres and
from the very useful website Green Gardener. Contact details: tel 01394
420087, email jon@greengardener.co.uk, www.greengardener.co.uk.
Sally Hopkinson is a garden designer who has been fighting a war with
Snitterfield slugs for 20 years.
www.sallyhopkinson.co.uk T. 01789 731478

New Dental Practice

Useful contact numbers
County Councillor

Richard Hobbs 01789 730331

Snitterfield resident
William Murphy
opened a new dental
surgery on 11 April in
the former doctor’s
surgery building on
Church Road.

Parish Council

Village Hall – Every 2nd Monday

Village Hall (available for hire)

Renata 731426

Friends of The Village Hall

Don Rushton 01789 730276, Jean Dronsfield 01789 731574

Snitterfield Women’s Institute
Every 2nd Wednesday

Snitterfield Village Hall
Roslynne Webb 01926 650313

Snitterfield Primary School

01789 731301

Snitterfield Nursery School

Next to school		
Alison Stoddarrt 731974

Initially the surgery
will be manned on
Thursdays and Fridays,
and will operate full
time from 1 July.

The Parish Church of St James the Great – 11am every Sunday		
The Reverend Richard Livingston, Wolverton Rectory
Churchwardens: Michael Gray 01789 731370, Dr Joan Wilkinson 01789 731649

William and Jenny
Murphy have lived in
Snitterfield for 26 years,
and their three children
were born and brought
up here.
William studied dentistry at the University of Newcastle upon Tyne,
and after qualifying continued his training in oral surgery at
St George’s and St Thomas’ Hospitals in London, and subsequently
at St Lawrence Hospital in Gwent. He then joined a general dental
practice in Birmingham before starting his own practices, firstly in
Acocks Green, and then in Knowle, where he has worked for
20 years.

7.30pm

7.30pm

9am-3pm

Methodist Church – Sunday 10.30 service; Tuesday 10.15am coffees; Tues & Thursday 12.15
Senior Citizens lunch
Bill Collett 01789 731382
Snitterfield Actioning Climate Change 730688, 730570		
Snitterfield Sports Club

Wolverton Road 01789 731731

Snitterfield Tennis Club

Sue Hawkesford 01789 731847

Junior Football

Steve Lewis 07771 667650

Adults Football

Sean Reaper 07748 978 408

Snitterfield Bowls Club

Terry Whitehouse 01926 831028

8am-10pm

Snitterfield Gliding Club, Snitterfield Airfield – any day summertime 01789 731095,
membership@stratfordgliding.co.uk
Church Bell Practice

St James the Great – Thursdays

Scouts - Bearley & Snitterfield

Scout Hut Bearley Woods
Beavers Thurs 6-7pm; Cubs Tues 7-8.30pm;
Scouts Fri 7.30-9.30pm; Ventures Fri 7pm
Mike Hayward 01789 205953

Brownies

Village Hall – Wednesdays
Hayley Ball 730131

6-7.30pm

Garden Club

Village Hall – 1st Tuesday
Yvonne Hansen 730062
Margaret Tweed 731636

8pm

The practice will be offering a full range of dental treatments,
ranging from general family care to cosmetic dentistry and tooth
whitening.

Rag-Tag Toddler & Baby
term time only

Village Hall – every Monday
Hilary Schmidt Hansen 731246

10.15-11.45am

Whist Drive

Village Hall – every Monday

7.30pm

Local patients have given the following testimonials:

Table Tennis

Bearley Village Hall – Mondays
Jo 731676, Jacquie 730292

10am

Snitterfield Village Stores

Mon-Sat 6.30am-7.30pm, Sunday 7.30am-1pm
Lee or Gaye 730007

Thursday Club

Village Hall

The opportunity to work in the village was too great to resist when
the Church Road premises became available. The building has
undergone a complete refurbishment and has been equipped to the
standards expected in modern dentistry.

Wendy and John Powell, Hales Close “William has been our dentist
for twenty years; if we ever move from this area we would always
travel back to be treated by him.”

7-8.30pm

731664 or 730300

Alan Morris, The Green “When I came to live in Snitterfield in 1992
William was recommended by a colleague. Having been a patient
since then I am delighted to hear of the opening of his new surgery in
the village. I have always found his care to be first class.”

Mobile Library – every 2nd Tuesday – Church Lane 13.10pm, High Close Farm 13.30pm,
Village Hall 14.05pm, The Spinney 14.45pm

Visitors are welcome to view the new facility on Thursdays and
Fridays from 11 April.

Snipe Newsletter

Ginny Crow 731367, studio@smart-works.co.uk

The Link

lvj@bwlc1.freeserve.co.uk

Stratford District Council

01789 267575

More information is available on – www.snitterfield.com and www.stratford.gov.uk

The telephone number is 01789 730189.

Available for hire

SNITTERFIELD
Village Hall
Situated in the heart of the village, the hall is the
ideal place to hold meetings, events, parties
and family gatherings.
The facilities include: main hall, meeting room,
kitchen, toilets, electric piano,
stage and microphone.
For more information, rates and booking
please telephone the secretary, Renata Stephens.

RAINBOWS FRI 5-6PM
BROWNIES WED 5.30-7PM

COME AND JOIN US
IN THE VILLAGE HALL (OUR SUMMER
MEETINGS MAY BE LONGER) FOR INFO CALL
KATHERINE ON 01789 731912

01789 731426
SNIPE Newsletter is produced and distributed by volunteers with the help of additional funding from Snitterfield Parish Council. Editor Ginny Crow, tel 01789 731367,
email: studio@smart-works.co.uk. The views expressed in these pages do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or other members of the SNIPE editorial committee.
Printed by Spectrum Colour Printers, tel 0116 246 1717. Current and back issues are available to download as pdf from www.snitterfield.com

