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Affordable Housing
During October, the Parish Council is exploring  
the community’s views on a proposed development  
of 14 affordable homes for local people off Bearley Road.

The justification for the new affordable homes for local people comes from a Housing 
Needs Survey carried out in 2006 as a result of an ‘Action Point’ in the Snitterfield Parish 
Plan 2006. This identified a need for 14 new homes (ten to rent from a Housing Association 
and four for shared ownership). The Survey also showed a high level of support within the 
community for a development of new affordable homes for local people. 

Since the Housing Needs Survey was carried out, the Parish Council has worked with 
Warwickshire Rural Community Council (WRCC) to investigate possible locations for the new 
homes. A number of locations have been considered and discounted. The proposed location 
has been investigated in detail and advice / guidance has been sought from planning 
officers and highways engineers on its suitability. At the end of these investigations, the 
location has emerged as a suitable site for a scheme of affordable homes for local people. 
Occupancy of the new homes would be restricted to local people by way of a Planning 
Agreement.

The questionnaire will be issued to every home in the Parish asking you to express your 
support or opposition to this possible location. A Freepost envelope is included for you to 
return completed questionnaires to WRCC by 17 October.

To coincide with the questionnaire, a Public Consultation Event will take place on Saturday 
10 October. There will be an opportunity to see plans for the new homes, to ask questions 
and to comment on any aspect of the proposal. It is intended to be a ‘drop-in’ event so 
people can come along at any time. This will take place at Snitterfield Village Hall from 
10am to 2pm.

If you have any questions contact Phil Ward, Rural Housing Enabler for WRCC.  
Tel 024 7621 7391. Email philw@wrccrural.org.uk

 
Changes are afoot – with several 
proposals for growth and development. 
Overleaf is a reminder of the current 
Snitterfield Conservation Area shown on 
the SDC website: “... the Philips family 
remodelled the village in a sympathetic 
brick and tile Neo-Gothic style ... 
Snitterfield now has several distinctly 
different areas. These range from The 
Green, an intimate group of small scale 
brick cottages, to Church Road, a street 
of large individual houses set in spacious 
surroundings.”  
Is the character of the village really being 
conserved as well as in the Philips’ day 
or as we’d hoped for when the Parish 
Plan was so carefully drawn up? SDC also 
states that “Conservation and Forestry & 
Landscape Officers are primarily involved 
in protecting and promoting these 
important aspects of the District.” 

Let’s hope these comments are noted. 
Why not take a walk round the village and 
see the good and the bad for yourself!

  Moving Pictures 
will be running 
again monthly 
over the winter 
in the Village 
Hall and kicks 
off with STAR 
TREK (cert 12A)  

on Sunday  
27 September  
at 7pm. 

Tickets will be on sale in the shop 
beforehand and on the door priced at £3 
for children, £4 adults and £10 family 
ticket (4 covers). Refreshments will be 
on sale (excluding alcohol – please bring 
your own). Dates for future viewings 
are: 18 October; 22 November & 20 
December. Please look out for posters 
on the notice boards regarding the film 
titles.

Contact Hilary Schmidt-Hansen 731246 
or Marie Rendell 731842.



What will Snitterfield be like in twenty 
years time? Or should I ask, what do 
residents want Snitterfield to be like in 
twenty years time? I suppose first of all 
it is worth reflecting on the changes that 
have occurred since 1989. 

In the village 20 years ago we had a doctor’s surgery, a bowling club, a 
social club and two pubs. The doctor’s surgery has been replaced with a 
dentist and we now have an active sports club. The Village Hall, which 
was the centre of the community and the venue for the village pantomime 
and badminton club, now hosts a mobile cinema. Snitterfield Stores was 
closed but has since reopened and we now have an excellent village shop. 
Very few residents would have owned a computer and Snitterfield certainly 
did not have a web site. There are now a few more houses and our 
thriving school is much more part of the community. 

So for the next 20 years what will we see? Will the Sports Club continue 
to thrive and become more of the community centre of the village? Will 
the traffic through the village become the dominant factor and how many 
more houses will be built in the village? If none are built, will we still be 
able to keep the facilities we have at present? Will climate change increase 
the chances of flooding? Will the two churches and the shop in the village 
continue to thrive? Will the Parish Council have more powers? 

We now rely on our computers more and more but I think it would be 
a sad day if we lose the personal contact and stay cooped up in our 
house in front of the computer. There are advantages of easy electronic 
communication links, which enable many more people to work from home, 

but even as work pressures increase, we do need to be socially active in 
our village. Twenty years ago many people would call into one of the pubs 
for a pint on the way home from work, now we are more likely to have a 
glass of wine at home. There are still many organisations using the Village 
Hall, many more than some of the other villages I represent, but we do 
need to support them if they are to continue.

The local councils will have some influence on our future life, but it is the 
residents themselves who will create the most changes, and as leaders of 
the community pass away or leave the village it has been very heartening 
to see others take their place. They do, however, need support to keep 
going.

My own vision for the next 20 years is for residents to be socially active 
and friendly within the village, helping their neighbours and with a variety 
of social activities and facilities to suit all. I do not want Snitterfield to 
be just a dormitory settlement. I should also like to see more affordable 
housing giving young villagers the opportunity to live in the village but 
not at the expense of losing some of the green areas that are within the 
village boundary.

It would be interesting to hear your views. Could we start a discussion via 
the village web site or The Snipe?

Richard Hobbs,  
County Councillor, Aston Cantlow Division

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need any information,  
help or advice. Telephone: (01789) 730331 or email me at  
richardhobbs@warwickshire.gov.uk

Snitterfield in 2029? 
Thoughts from your County and District Councillor 

Excerpt from the SDC web site:

Planning Applications

Changes have been made to Planning services 
as part of the Council’s programme of customer 
service and business process improvements:

•  It is now possible to submit 1APP planning 
applications over the internet via the national 
Planning Portal website.

•  Please note you can still download and print 
Planning applications from the Download 1APP 
Forms page of this website.

•  From the Planning Applications page of this 
website you can search for and view current 
and previous applications, view weekly lists of 
applications and decisions made, and submit 
comments on applications.

•  It is also possible to submit comments to 
planning applications via e-mail to planning.
applications@stratford-dc.gov.uk

•  The Householder Planning page covers all 
aspects of extending your home, from Do I 
need Planning Permission? to submitting an 
application.

•  For those with questions about the planning 
process, our website now includes a long list 
of Frequently Asked Questions, which can be 
accessed using the link above.

 BYGONE SNITTERFIELD 2 A further display of photographs of the village and 
its residents will take place at the Village Hall on Saturday 7 November. Last year’s show was a 
great success and I already have some more excellent photos to add to the collection. However, I 
still need more! If you have any photos you could lend me please get in touch. Bob Foster, Barn 
House, Church Road, Snitterfield. Tel 01789 731118 Email bobandlizfoster@btinternet.com 

Let’s not lose the unique character of Snitterfield. A reminder to anyone making changes, 
developing or building, please look at the Parish Plan and Village Design Statement for 
guidance. They are available to download from www.snitterfield.com/parishcouncil. 



Dr John Fitchford, Chairman, Snitterfield 
Parish Council, lists some of the key issues 
which are of particular concern to all of us:

1. Affordable housing  
In 2006 a Parish Plan was formulated, a 
feature of this document and the subsequent 
consultation was the identifiable desire for 
affordable housing. As a result a Housing 
Needs Survey was carried out which showed 
a need for 14 new homes. These would 
only be made available to people with a 
local connection. This survey was performed 
in association with Warwickshire Rural 
Community Council. A number of locations 
have been considered – the most suitable is 
considered to be on the Bearley Road adjacent 
to the telephone exchange – four on the site 
of the old garages and ten in the adjacent 
field. The Village Design Statement states that 
new housing developments should be modest 
in size and the Parish Plan states that each 
development consist of no more than five 
properties. Orbit Housing Association (owners 
of the garage site) is not happy to build less 
than 14 houses, for economic reasons. This 
problem might be overcome by approaching 
other housing associations or the Community 
Land Trust. This course of action would need 
more research. 

The options therefore would be to build: 

A 14 houses on the whole site

B 4 houses on the garage site 

C  4 houses on the garage site and 5 on  
the field

D 10 houses on the field

E No houses at all

Options B, C, D and E require more 
investigation and research, which we 
are working on. This may or may not be 
successful.

There is to be an open meeting on Saturday, 
10 October, when plans will be on show and 
questions answered.

2. The Fox Hunter 
The District Council has passed a plan to 
demolish The Fox Hunter. Developers on 
behalf of the owners have circulated a 
proposed plan (below) to build three houses. 
We have not yet had a formal planning 
application but our concerns are that three 
houses are too many, they are too prominent 
and there is no garden space.

3. Gypsy Applications 
Kings Lane – the application to place hard 
standing on part of the field was refused by 
the planning committee. The reason for this 
was that it was inappropriate in the Green 
Belt. Black Hill – the second application to 
develop a gypsy site on the Warwick Road 
has been withdrawn. 

4. Conservation 
We are concerned about lack of deter-
mination by the planners to enforce 
conservation issues particularly in The Green. 
We have had no success in pursuing these 
concerns.

5. Flooding 
Progress has been made in this area. 
The Trash Screen at the upper end of the 
brook has been completed, drains are to 
be installed in the field by the junction of 
The Green and Gospel Oak Lane and the 
Environment Agency has cleared the brook 
from Bell Lane to Smith’s Lane.  
A sub-committee is being formed to overview 
flooding issues and the brook, the contact is 
Sylvia Morlidge.

Shown here are copies of the drawings sent to residents living 
nearby The Fox Hunter. They detail the plan and two elevations 
of existing and proposed application for the erection of three 
new buildings.

Snitterfield Parish Council – Current areas for debate in the Parish



Snitterfield Summer Fete 2009
The fete this year was another big success and while the weather was not exactly 
what could be described as flaming June it was a vast improvement on the past two 
years of monsoon rain and gales. 

The Bar, Pig Roast and Tea marquee were packed with a record number of visitors 
who enjoyed the Five-a-side Football Tournament, Dog Handling Display, Tae Kwon-do 
demonstrations and Circus Skills Workshop, together with scores of stalls and attractions 
including the Bee-Keeping exhibition, Rare Sheep, Go-Karts, Classic Cars and the ever 
popular Jousting Horse. Richard Norris and Friends provided some fantastic music and Radio 
Warneford again did a wonderful job of keeping the show on the road.

The Fete Committee would like to thank all residents, local groups and individuals who 
contributed and supported this year’s event by donating time, financial support, equipment or 
coming along to enjoy the day. If any local companies could contribute to sponsorship for the 
2010 fete or any individuals would be willing to help next year with the organisation please 
contact Nicola Matthews on 731891 or Gaye Hillier on 730372.

 
Do you have a project which could benefit from the 
Village Fete proceeds?

Each year the money raised from the fete is 
donated to appropriate projects or causes 
associated with the village or for the benefit of 
the villagers, reserving only expenses needed 
for the following year. The only criteria is that 
the application has to be relevant to Snitterfield 
specifically. This year we have already allocated 
a sum to provide for planting spring bulbs at 
entrances to the village – any volunteers to help 
plant them this autumn would be welcomed 
with open arms! If you are a member of a village 
society, club or a village resident and you would 
like to nominate a project or cause please write 
to: The Fete Committee, Nicola Matthews, Holly 
Cottage, Wolverton Road, Snitterfield CV37 0HB.

The deadline for applications is 1 November 
2009. Your letter of application must include the 
following:

•  The exact use for which the funds will be used. 
This must include the total cost of your project 
and, if appropriate, a breakdown of costings for 
smaller items or stages in the process to allow 
for part funding.

•  What the timescale of your project is, if 
appropriate.

• How long your society/group has been active.

•  Who a cheque should be made out to should 
the application be successful and their position 
within the club/society.

• Your contact details.

It is also a condition of releasing funds that once 
the project is completed applicants provide the 
Fete Committee with photocopies of receipts, 
feedback and photographs so that we can keep a 
record in our portfolio of community donations. 

Successful applicants will be notified as soon as 
possible after the deadline. The decisions will be 
made by the Fete Committee, excluding any parties 
with conflict of interest. The Committee’s decision 
is final.



Fred Coultas has always been 
looking for ways to conserve 
energy and was delighted with 
an offer from Solar Direct for a 
complete system. 
Fred was particularly impressed with the 
high performance solar collector tubes 
made in Germany. The 22 tube system 
is connected to a new 130 litre hot 
tank with the entire system fitted and 
commissioned in two days. Fred keeps his 

latest gas bill  his fridge, which 
shows a staggering reduction in 
gas consumption from the same 
quarter last year. 

One bill is not enough to show the whole story, but Fred is delighted 
none the less. His system comes with a 12 month guarantee on every 
thing and a five year guarantee of the workmanship of Solar Direct. 
Better still, Solar Direct guarantee the system will pay back in less than 
six years, and after this the energy is free. 

Typically solar (hot water) systems have a life of 20-25 years before the 
panel or tank need maintenance or replacement.

Power from
the people

We buy 100% of our electricity from 
renewable sources like wind, water 
and sunlight. So by switching your 
electricity supply to Good Energy 
you’ll be supporting a pioneering 
community of independent 
renewable generators.

Good Energy makes it 
easy for people concerned 
about climate change to 
make a difference.

www.goodenergy.co.uk

Switching is easy call  

0845 456 1640 and quote 

“SNITTERFIELD PARTNERSHIP” 

when you sign up 

 
Switch today and  
Good Energy will donate  

at least £20 to Snitterfield 

Action for Climate Change
£20

FACT FILE
Amount paid: £6,220

Number of tubes: 22

Volume of tank: 130 
litres

System installed: 
March 2009

Corinne and Pat Elliot 
recently accepted the offer 
endorsed by Stratford District 
Council to have a solar (hot 
water) system fitted by 
RockWarm. 
They have been delighted with the result 
saying that “the job only took two days 
and there was no mess”. Since the panels 
have been installed they have found that 
their hot water never runs out during the 
day, even when their children are at home. 

Corinne and Pat had wanted to make a contribution to the current 
environmental situation and had really noticed the increasing energy 
costs. They had first looked at solar panels over four years ago. At the 
time they were unable to find an installer that they felt had the right 
product at the right price. The recent offer via the council, however, 
was too good to miss. They have had three panels fitted to their roof 
and a new 300 litre hot water cylinder. The system is bigger than the 
standard offering, but they felt that with a large family coming-and-

FACT FILE
Amount paid: £4,450

Number of panels: 3

Volume of tank: 300 
litres

System installed: 
May 2009

www.snitterfieldacc.org

Snitterfield Actioning Climate Change

Look what’s happening in Snitterfield!

going this would be worth while. There was no high 
pressure sale and they were given a fixed price for 
the job. RockWarm was able to confirm the grant  
on-line in minutes.



Barn goes off grid ... a farmer in 
the parish had a choice recently, 
when he built a new out-building: 
to connect the barn to mains 
electricity or to install a solar PV 
system. 

As the power requirements were quite small – mostly lighting and to run an 
electric fence, he chose to install a small solar panel and 12 volt lighting 
system. The solar panel and charge regulator were supplied by www.
sunshinesolar.co.uk and the deep cycle batteries from Chichester Caravans 
of Bromsgrove. As the system is low voltage and a simple circuit, he was 
able to do the installation himself. “The decision was easy really,” he said, 
“nearly £5,000 to connect to the mains or £300 for the solar system, and 
now the electricity is free!”

Joy Sheasby got her inspiration 
from a fellow member of the 
Methodist Church. 
She subsequently attended an exhibition of 
renewable technologies at the village hall 
organised by Snitterfield Actioning Climate 
Change, and at that point became determined 
to take action herself! As a former school 
teacher Joy feels passionately that we should 
leave the planet in a better condition than 
we found it. A letter through the post from 
Solar Direct was her opportunity to realise 

her ambition. Joy was delighted, the job was completed in one day with no 
mess and no problems and she has enjoyed a summer of free hot water.

GLOSSARY

Solar Photovoltaic (PV) A flat panel that 
produces electricity directly from the sun. 
PV requires only daylight – not direct sunlight 
– to generate electricity. Larger systems are 
normally connected to the National Grid. 
Grants are available now, but will be replaced 
by a new scheme guaranteeing payment for 
every unit of power generated. When the new 
scheme starts in April 2010, the payment rate 
is expected to be about three times higher than 
current electricity prices (36.5p/kWh). Now is 
a fantastic time to get PV because the current 
grant scheme covers some of the installation 
cost, and in April the new scheme will give an 
accelerated return on your investment.

Solar Thermal Available as a flat panel or 
evacuated tubes. Heats water directly from 
the sun. Grants available. Usually considered 
to have the shortest payback of domestic 
renewable energy options.

Wind Turbine Small scale wind turbines use the 
wind’s lift forces to turn aerodynamic blades 
that turn a rotor which creates electricity. 
The electricity generated at any one time by 
a wind turbine is dependent on the speed and 
direction of the wind.

Ground source heat pump Takes heat from the 
ground and converts this to hot water, using 
electricity. Typically for every 1kw of electricity 
used you get 5kw of hot water.

Air source heat pump Takes heat from the air 
and converts this to hot water, using electricity. 
Typically for every 1kw of electricity used you 
get 4kw of hot water.

Rain water harvester Gathers rain water 
collected by gutters in to a large tank normally 
placed underground. This water is then used 
in the house for flushing toilets, watering the 
garden and other uses where drinking quality 
water is not required.

PLANNING

The Government has recently extended and 
clarified the scope of permitted development 
for installing equipment in domestic properties.

In many cases fixing solar panels to the roof 
of a single dwelling house is likely to be 
considered ‘permitted development’ under 
planning law with no need to apply for planning 
permission.

There are some exceptions and so a phone call 
to the planning office is advised.

Use energy saving light bulbs. Just one can save you £100 over the lifetime of the bulb – and they last up to 12 times longer than ordinary light bulbs.

FACT FILE
Amount paid: £6,550

Number of tubes: 18

Volume of tank: 130 
litres (approx)

System installed: April 
2009

Neil and Polly Wilson were 
probably the first people in 
Snitterfield to get a solar panel 
to heat their hot water.
The panels, fitted nearly four years ago, do 
almost all the water heating in the warmer 
months. Neil, an accountant, is satisfied that 
the panels have been a sound investment to 
complement their oil fired Aga saving over 
2,500 litres of oil a year. “We were told it 
would take about eight years to pay back, 
but after nearly four years I think it will be 

more like six years … I had a clear understanding of what the panels were 
capable of and they have met my expectations.” The installation took just 
two days and included a new, very large, mains pressure hot tank. Polly was 
delighted with how straightforward everything was and what a good job 
Smart Energy made. Neil & Polly had considered many different alternative 
technologies to reduce their energy costs and to make a contribution to 
reducing their impact on the environment, but a flier through the door by 
Smart Energy was what made them take the step that will reduce their 
oil consumption by more than 60,000 litres over the lifetime of the panel, 
equivalent to a saving of over 200 tonnes of CO2.

FACT FILE
Amount paid: £8,500

Number of tubes: 45

Volume of tank: Large

System installed: 
November 2005

40% of Snitterfield residents who have used the SACC OWL monitors found that a key contributor to their electricity consumption was their old  
fridges and freezers. A modern A+ rated fridge can save £150 per annum and so payback is as little as three years.



Duncan and Vikki Parker moved 
to the village eight years ago.

They undertook extensive refurbishment of 
their cottage and built a large extension. 
They took this opportunity to build in as 
many energy saving features as possible 
and exceeded building regulation insulation 
requirements. The house was prepared at 
that stage for their future plans to install 
renewable energy systems.

The first installation, 18 months ago, was 
a 1kwp wind turbine sited at the bottom 
of the garden on a 6-metre pole. This was 
shortly followed by the installation of a 
2.6kwp photovoltaic solar panel. Like the 
wind turbine it is connected to the National 
grid and electricity not used in their house 
is exported to the grid. There has been a 
dramatic fall in their electricity bills and 
now nearly ¾ of their electricity is supplied 
by these systems. Their electricity supplier 
(Good Energy) also pays them for every 
kilowatt of electricity they generate. They 
receive a twice-yearly payment of £170 

FACT FILE
Amount paid:  
£80 approx

Grants: 
Free bulbs available 
from Act On Energy – 
(0800) 988 2881

Use energy saving light bulbs. Just one can save you £100 over the lifetime of the bulb – and they last up to 12 times longer than ordinary light bulbs.

Ocean Thruston and her family 
carried out an experiment to 
see how much electricity they 
would save if they converted 
every light in their house to 
low energy bulbs. 
Using one of the OWL energy monitors 
available from SACC they switched every 
light on in the house with the old type lights and measured 
the power. They then ran around the house replacing all 
the bulbs and retried the experiment. Ocean said “I was 
staggered at the difference”. With a power consumption 
down from 1,430W to just 296W, the Thrustons will save 
around £130 each year.

40% of Snitterfield residents who have used the SACC OWL monitors found that a key contributor to their electricity consumption was their old  
fridges and freezers. A modern A+ rated fridge can save £150 per annum and so payback is as little as three years.

Free hot water from 
the sun

See it working at  
Joiner’s Cottage

Steve Miller
BTec Qualified Installer

01384 886123
07816 081905

for all the energy 
generated on site 
whether used by 
them or exported. 

The next project 
was to build a 
large well in the 
garden to recycle 
rainwater collected 

from the roof. This water will be used for 
flushing the toilets and watering the garden 
when it is completed.

The latest addition to the house is the 
installation of a special extra large (460 
litre) hot tank (thermal store) which will 
be filled with hot water from the new 
bank of 50 solar tubes fitted to the roof. 
The Parkers will shortly be removing their 
old gas boiler for good. Their heating and 
hot water will be provided from the solar 
tubes, wind turbine, photovoltaic panel, 
wood burning stoves and in the future an 
air source heat pump. The Parkers hope 
to purchase an electric car which when 
charged at home will be run on 100% 
renewable energy.

Overall the Parker’s new renewable energy 
systems will pay for themselves in eight to 
ten years after which they will have free  
energy.

FACT FILE
Amount paid: 1kWp wind turbine 
£1,500

2.6kWp photovoltaic panels £10,000 
(after grant refund)

50 tube solar collector, including 
thermal store £3,500 



‘We are so much more aware of the rainfall 
now.’ When Ole and Hilary Schmidt-
Hansen set about refurbishing their house 
they were keen to include some type of 
water collection recycling system. 
‘My father was a water engineer. He worked in 3rd 
world countries installing water supply and treatment 
plants and it was ground into me how valuable water 
is,’ said Hilary. ‘It was also the Scandinavian influence 
(Ole’s family are from Denmark) as they are very 
environmentally aware.’

As their extensive refurbishment began, including a 
myriad of new plumbing, it became clear that they 
would be able to install a rain water harvesting system. 
This would collect water from their roof into a large 
underground tank and the rain water could then be re-
used to flush all the toilets, run the washing machine and 
water the garden. 

They investigated many types of systems available, and 
chose a GRAFF, a seamless system with the pump and 
manifold inside the house. A large hard plastic tank able 
to hold 4,800 litres of rainwater was dropped into a hole 
in the garden. There was no need for any concrete, and 
the hole was back filled with pea shingle. Once filled 
the tank should last a lifetime. The only evidence of the 
tanks existence is a manhole cover which can easily be 
covered with pot plants or a table. Filters both on the 
inlet and outlet pipes ensure a leaf free supply of soft 
rain water, which means they no longer need to use fabric 
conditioner in the washing machine. With four children, 
the washing machine can be on every day. 

‘If the tank is full we can last about six weeks without 
rain before the system automatically switches back to 
mains supply.’ 

Note: Each toilet flush is up to 12 litres. Each washing 
machine cycle is 15 litres. 

FACT FILE

System cost: £2,600 
(although systems start 
from around £1,500)

Roof area: 122m3

Tank Volume: 4,800 
Litres

Would you like to know more?
Come to the Snitterfield Eco Homes open afternoon on 

Sunday 11 October, 2pm – 5pm

You will be able to: 

• Chat to some of the home owners • View their 
installations • Meet some of the installers

Pick up a leaflet on the day showing the participating properties from 
Hilary and Ole Schmidt-Hansen, The Gables, Smith’s Lane.

Visit as many or as few as you like, in any order,  
between 2pm and 5pm on 11 October.

Refreshments available

Snitterfield Actioning Climate Change

One Snitterfield resident bought a new high efficiency boiler 16 months 
ago and reduced his gas bill by nearly one third

 

Local Installer of 
     Solar Photovoltaic Systems

 
- Generate your own green electricity

- Save on energy bills
- Reduce your carbon footprint

- Grants available

Tel: 0845 643 2528 
www.thegreenelectrician.co.uk

• For Quality Fresh Meat & Game •

OLD SPOT
PORK

HEREFORD
BEEF

Local Fruit & Vegetables, Deli & Bakery
To view price list visit www.snitterfield.com/snitterfieldstores

Telephone: 01789 730007  Mobile: 07721 609568
Village Shop Of The Year 2002

SNITTERFIELD VILLAGE STORES

Local Installer of 
     Solar Photovoltaic Systems

 
- Generate your own green electricity

- Save on energy bills
- Reduce your carbon footprint

- Grants available

Tel: 0845 643 2528 
www.thegreenelectrician.co.uk

ABOUT SACC
SACC is a volunteer run, Parish Council 
supported community group tasked with 
reducing the carbon footprint of the village.

Accomplishments to date include:

•  Running the highly successful recycling 
scheme prior to the new doorstep 
scheme being introduced.

•  Presenting information and public 
awareness events including ‘Beat the 
Bills’ and screening the climate change 
blockbuster ‘The Age of Stupid’.

•  Working with the school and the 
Brownies on environmental education. 
The school has now achieved its Silver 
Eco Schools award.

•  Obtaining grant funding to employ 
carbon reduction specialists to make 
studies of all our community buildings.

•  Working on grant applications to install 
renewable energy at the Village Hall, 
and to insulate and reduce energy costs 
at the school.

• Supporting the village fete recycling.

• Organising many fundraising initiatives. 
 
A committed team of eight, we are always on 
the look out for volunteers or sponsors. For 
more information please ring 01789 731348

Logos designed by pupils from Snitterfield Primary School



It was hardly a barbeque summer in Snitterfield this 
year but looking on the positive side we are surely 
due a dry early autumn with some crisp, sunny days – 
perfect conditions for good autumn colour. 

If you are looking for inspiration for your own garden, 
autumn is the best time to enjoy the arboretum at 
Batsford near Moreton in Marsh, with its breathtaking 
displays of multicoloured foliage. From 10 October to 
8 November you can walk the Batsford ‘Golden Mile’: 
a trail around the arboretum following the best of the 
glorious autumn colour. You can also join their Fungi 
Foray: a hunt for mushrooms and toadstools in the 
arboretum with their local micologist expert.

Back at home we rarely have the room for the 
marvellous parkland trees on show at Batsford but you 
can achieve a spectacular display on a smaller scale, 
and autumn is the ideal time to plant. Medium-sized 
trees such as Crataegus persimilis ‘Prunifolia’ glow like 
beacons in the autumn light. Although at its finest 
in late September and the first weeks of October it 
is also impressive in late spring and early summer, 
when it is smothered in clusters of white, strongly 
fragrant flowers. The flame-tinted liquidambar and the 
Persian ironwood (Parrotia persica) are also wonderful, 
although they like some acid in the soil to colour to 
their full potential. In smaller spaces, the cultivars of 
Acer palmatum are brilliant. Those that change from 
green to red in the autumn, such as Acer palmatum 
‘Osakazuki’, are especially stunning. Other small trees 
worth considering are Amelanchier lamarckii, Prunus 

sargentii and Sorbus commixta ‘Embley’, together with 
shrubs such as the smoke tree (Cotinus coggygria), the 
bright cherry red wayfaring tree (Viburnum lanata) and 
a favourite of mine, Euonymus alatus.

Adding berrying plants to the autumn foliage adds 
another dimension, at least until the birds get hungry. 
Crab apples such as Malus ‘John Downie’, ‘Profusion’ 
and ‘Golden Hornet’ are amongst the most generous 
croppers, as are pyracanthas and cotoneasters. For 
something a bit different, Euonymus europaeus ‘Red 
Cascade’ has fiery autumn leaves and vivid pink 
capsules that split to show bright orange seeds inside. 

To create a fully rounded autumn display it is worth 
creating layers of interest. As well as trees and shrubs 
there is a large range of grasses which provide a 
change in texture, especially when interspersed with 
seedheads. Ornamental grasses are at their best in 
autumn and range from the arching Miscanthus with 
its majestic plumes to the neat dome of Pennisetum or 
the transparent and stately Stipa gigantea.

One of the first things I was taught about gardening 
was ‘better a £5 plant in a £10 hole than a £10 plant 
in a £5 hole’. So when planting a tree or large shrub 
dig generously, both deep and wide, working in 
well-rotted manure or compost and a good sprinkling 
of a slow-release feed such as organic bonemeal. 
There is no need to use a tall stake unless planting a 
variety with a very feeble root system or that is top 
heavy, use a 3-4 foot stake hammered in at an angle 

of 45°. The top end should point in the direction of 
the prevailing wind. Use a tree tie to fix the trunk to 
the stake about a foot from the ground. By allowing 
the top of the tree to move it encourages the trunk to 
strengthen while the roots can’t rock loose in the wind 
and, if you share your garden with rabbits, put a spiral 
tree guard around the trunk.

Sally Hopkinson

Set your garden on fire this autumn

 
Key jobs for autumn:

•  Plant spring bulbs early in the season. The exceptions being 
tulips and hyacinths which are best left until November.

•  Cut back herbaceous plants that provide neither effective 
winter structure nor food for the birds. Decaying stems and 
foliage are potential sites for slugs and snails.

• Clear and wash down the greenhouse. 

•  Make early sowings of broad beans.   
 November-sown beans can be cropped from May. 

•  Lift tender summer bulbs such as dahlia tubers (allow first 
frosts to blacken the foliage before lifting). Store in a frost 
free shed.

•  Prepare soil for new lawns and sow grass seed early in the 
autumn.

• Lay new turf between October and April.

•  Rake the lawn to remove thatch and apply seasonal fertiliser.

•  Clear leaves which have dropped and remove and burn any 
fallen rose leaves to avoid disease spread next year.

•  Plant hedging or roses sold with bare roots in late autumn.

•  Plant new trees, shrubs and woody climbers so their roots 
can establish well, preferably while soil is still warm and 
moist. Ensure young trees and shrubs are staked as above.

We live in a fantastic village with 
great biodiversity! During my 
eight years in Snitterfield I have 
already managed to see more 
than 81 bird species, most of 
them in or from my garden. 
Even though I have been 
interested in all kinds of animals 
since I was very little, it is not 
until now that I have finally 
started keeping a list of which 
birds I see. The trigger was 

that I started to take part in bird surveys so that I could contribute 
to the research and understanding of birds. 

Many birdwatchers are more interested in rare birds than the 
actual variety of species or their behaviour. The birds I have only 
seen once in and around Snitterfield are rare to me – Cormorant, 
Red Kite, Woodcock, Curlew, Redstart and Linnet. Maybe you have 
seen birds like Brambling, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker and the 
City Pigeon in Snitterfield – I haven’t! Yes, I have never seen the 
common multi-coloured pigeon that is considered a pest in cities! 

During the summer months we are lucky to have one of the most 
fascinating birds visit our village – the Common Swift. This is the 
bird that spends almost its whole life on the wing. Swifts eat, 
drink, sleep and even mate in the air. Once the young Swifts leave 
the nest they have no reason to land before they build their own 
nest two to three years later. The Swift is one of the fastest flying 
birds and can make speeds of 220 km/h flying horizontally. There is 
concern that there are reducing numbers of this bird in the UK, but I  

 
 
 
know some Swifts nest in the village since they form so called 
‘screaming parties’ overhead in July and August. They only scream 
over nesting sites – but does anyone know where they nest? 

At the opposite end of the flying speed scale is the Woodcock, it 
normally flies at only 8 km/h when it is roding. This is the behaviour 
of the male flying along a specific trail over and over again uttering 

a “tssiick” sound. A female that hears him 
would attract the male down to the ground to 
mate. When I saw my only Woodcock here it 
passed low over our house and all I had to do 
was to wait for the next time he was passing. 
The Woodcock is a close relative to the Snipe, 
the bird I cannot find in Snitterfield. The sign 

on Snitterfield Arms does not count!

When you read this we are already into the autumn and the first 
of many Scandinavians are starting to arrive. Every winter we have 
hundreds of thrushes called Redwing and Fieldfare visiting us from 
my part of Europe. They prefer the climate here!

Please contact me with your bird or animal stories. Have you seen  
a City Pigeon or where the Swifts are nesting?

Claes Mårtenson claber57@btinternet.com 

Claes, originally from Sweden and working in Belgium, enjoys 
observing the wildlife in and around Snitterfield, watching and 
learning about the habits of birds that we see everyday, and 
probably take for granted.

REAL TWITTER –  

No More Snipe!



Autumn usually heralds a busy time in the 
gardens at Park House. Our neighbours and 
us have the arduous task of cutting the 
high colonnades of yew hedges originally 
planted circa 1880 as mentioned in the 
History of Warwickshire. We have over the 
years tried hard to preserve this historical 
feature in our village.

However, early spring, I happened to 
glance over to my neighbour’s garden 
and noticed the whole length of a lower 
height yew hedge dividing the main 
lawn garden and wild flower garden had 
suddenly turned a bright orangey brown. 
Shortly afterwards a small section of the 

boundary yew colonnade hedge had turned 
a similar colour. Yew is notably hardy but 
something was definitely wrong! Within a 
few weeks the small patch had increased, 
now spreading rapidly along the hedge. 

The RHS advisory service was telephoned 
and they requested samples of root and 
stems duly taken down immediately, along 
with photographs of the extent of damage. 
Within a few weeks the pathologist 
informed us they thought it might be 
Phytophthora/Pythium, which was not 
good news, and the laboratories were 
continuing with further tests to determine 
the identification. The results are now 
completed and Phytophthora cinnamomi 
has been diagnosed. It is a serious root 

rotting pathogen of numerous woody host 
plants growing between 5°C and 28°C. 
This pathogen is able to produce two 
types of resting spores, one of which has 
been shown to survive for six years in the 
absence of the plant host. The soil borne 
spores need water to swim through the soil 
so need moist soil conditions and warm 
temperatures. Soil with poor drainage or 
clay content is most vulnerable. This can 
affect over 1,000 plant species worldwide.

There are no effective chemical treatments 
available for the control of Phytophthora 
so it is a case of digging the whole lot out! 
Soil as well!

We are aiming to do our utmost to repair 
the hedges and hope this disease will be 
contained.

Roses, oak, chestnut, prunus domestica, 
juniperus communis, euphorbia and 
vibernum, are just a few host plants 
susceptible to this pathogen listed  
through the RHS advisory service.

Margaret Tweed

Enjoying fine summer evenings;
Admiring the botanical treasures of 
Spetchley Gardens; 
Innovative planting and follies at 
Woodpeckers, Marlcliffe; 
Television gardens created at Barnsdale, 
near Oakham; 
The garden of Surprises and Sculpture at 
Burghley; 
Enjoying good company; 
As well as partying at The Grove. 
NEW members very welcome, membership 
£8 a year. Meeting the first Tuesday of 
each month (except August) at 8pm in the 
Village Hall. Meetings May, June and July 
are outside venues. Contacts: Chairman 
Margaret Tweed ☎ 01789 731636
Secretary Joyce Bothwell ☎ 01527 529078

Over the 
Garden 

Wall

Out and About with the Garden Club

 
THE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 
It’s a lot more than jam and 
Jerusalem …  
Well, maybe sometimes jam as with the credit 
crunch more people are turning to vegetable 
gardens and preserving the fruits of their labours.

WI is a massive organisation, supporting causes and 
ventures nationally, internationally and, of course, locally. WI is a great 
supporter of local events in the area and the village, including the 
school, church and fete.

Our meetings are interesting and energetic – you will have read about 
these in the Herald no doubt. We also have additional social events 
which sometimes include the other half, lunches, visits, excursions; the 
famous supper party, and the summer(?) BBQ. We had a trip this year 
to Highgrove (see photograph) and to Buckingham Palace. 

 
Why not 
come along 
– you know 
what they 
say – “don’t 
knock it ‘til 
you’ve tried 
it!” 

Bring a 
friend.  
 
We meet the second Wednesday of every month, Snitterfield Village 
Hall, 7.30pm. Go on – give us a go!  

Ros Webb, President Snitterfield WI

For more information either come to a meeting or check out the 
website www.thewi.org.uk

Great programme for coming year including
Easy Rules of Pruning by Hilary TwiggChristmas Event with Timothy Walker, 

Director of Oxford Botanical Gardens
A Garden for all Seasons by John Massey 

from Ashwood Nurseries Jekka McVicar, Chelsea Gold Award Winning 

Herb Specialist



Sean Reaper looks forward to a new 
season for Snitterfield juniors.

A new season beckons for the Snitterfield 
Junior football teams. The club is 
represented by six teams in the Mid 
Warwickshire League and now has almost 
80 players registered to play.

This year all efforts are focussed on 
obtaining FA Charter Standard (FA’s kitemark 
which demonstrates a well organised 
club). Everything is now in place and the 
application is about to be sent to the FA. 
Hopefully accreditation will be gained by 
the end of 2009.

The club’s success was very evident when 
over 200 people attended its annual 
Presentation Evening. Awards were handed 
out by the respective team managers to all 
players in recognition of their hard work 
over the season. Individual awards were 
also presented for Team Player of the Year, 
Top Goalscorer, Managers’ Players of the 
Year and Parents/Players Player of the Year.

The club has trained at Stratford Town’s 
multi surface pitch over the winter months 
for the last two years. Unfortunately 
the facility was fully booked this year. 
This left four of the teams struggling to 
find somewhere to train. Local company 
Stratford Armouries came to the rescue and 
kindly offered to provide enough land for 
two pitches to be constructed.

The club is always on the look out for new 
recruits. Details of team age groups and 
contacts are shown on the club website 
www.snitterfieldfc.co.uk. A safe, friendly 
and social environment is offered, all 
coaches are FA qualified and CRB checked. 

The possibility of starting a ‘Mini Snipes’ 
club is also being explored. The sessions 
would be open to both boys and girls 
aged between 5 and 6. Basic skills such as 
passing, dribbling and heading would be 
covered, with mini games also included.

Junior football club seeking FA Charter Standard

INDIVIDUAL AWARD WINNERS

Under 8s – Manager Marcus Lewis
Team Player of the Year Louis Wigington

Top Goal Scorer Alfie Reaper

Manager’s Player of the Year Connor Holton

Parents/Players Player of the Year Alfie Reaper

Under 9s – Manager Steve Spencer
Team Player of the Year Harry Spencer

Top Goal Scorer Ben Pearson

Manager’s Player of the Year Harry Carter

Parents/Players Player of the Year Joey Barnish

Under 11 Juniors – Manager Paddy Patterson
Team Player of the Year Scott Jeffs

Top Goal Scorer Freddie Murphy

Manager’s Player of the Year Mark Evans

Parents/Players Player of the Year Tilan Vedat

Under 11 Colts – Manager Sean Reaper
Team Player of the Year Kieran Gilbert

Top Goal Scorer Cameron Anderson

Manager’s Player of the Year Kyle Simpson

Parents/Players Player of the Year Oscar Warden

Under 13s – Manager Terry Protheroe
Team Player of the Year Adam Williams

Top Goal Scorer Carrick Waldron

Manager’s Player of the Year Adrian De-Hoest Thompson

Players’ Player of the Year Stephen Ho

Under 14s – Manager Paul Robinson
Team Player of the Year Toby Allen

Top Goal Scorer Joe Taylor

Manager’s Player of the Year Tom Adams

Players’ Player of the Year Harry McClenaghan

UNDER 8s

UNDER 9s

UNDER 11 COLTS

UNDER 11 JUNIORS

UNDER 13s

UNDER 14s

 
Anyone interested should contact  
Sean Reaper 01789 731037
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Warwickshire Trading Standards Service will 
provide electric blanket tests FREE OF CHARGE, for 
people aged 60 or over.
Monday 5 October to Friday 9 October 2009. 
Testing will take place at the following venues around 
the County:
Leamington Town Hall, Monday 5 October
Nuneaton Fire Station, Tuesday 6 October
Kenilworth Library, Wednesday 7 October
Rugby Library, Thursday 8 October
United Reformed Church, Stratford, Friday 9 October 
Don’t miss this opportunity. Old or damaged electric 
blankets cause a number of fires each year, which can 
result in injury or death. These can be avoided by simply 
getting your electric blanket checked.
To book an appointment, call the Trading Standards 
Service on: 01926 736477 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm)

Available for hire 

Situated in the heart of the village, the hall is the  
ideal place to hold meetings, events, parties  

and family gatherings. 

The facilities include: main hall, meeting room,  
kitchen, toilets, electric piano, stage and microphone. 

For more information, rates and booking  
please telephone the secretary, Renata Stephens.  

 

01789 731426

SNITTERFIELD 
Village Hall

Rag-Tag Toddler Group 
We meet each Monday morning in the village 
hall from 10 to 11.45am. We are a friendly 
group of parents and carers and have a great 
selection of toys for children from birth up 
to three to four years. We are also fortunate 
enough to hold a Health Visitor drop-in clinic 
once a month. The dates for the health visitor 
clinics over the next few months are:  
22 September; 20 October; 17 November and 
8 December. Please come along and meet us 
or for more information please contact  
Hilary Schmidt-Hansen Tel: 731246.

SNITTERFIELD 
POPPY PARTY
Saturday 14 November 2009

Snitterfield Village Hall
7.30 for 8.00pm

Tickets £15.00 per person
Contact Helen Hayter 07876 442726

hayterbramley@aol.com
or Caroline Noble 01789 731458
caroline_noble821@hotmail.com
All proceeds to be donated to

The Royal British Legion

CRICKET CLUB 
FUND RAISER 
Saturday 3 October 2009 
Snitterfield Sports Club

7.30 for 8.00pm
Bar & Live Band

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND
KATHLEEN TURNER OVERDRIVE

Tickets £10.00 to include food, 
available from Snitterfield Stores 

BONFIRE FUN
Saturday 7 November 2009

Snitterfield Sports Club
Fireworks, Pig Roast, 

Barbeque & Bar
EVEN BIGGER AND BETTER THIS 

YEAR SO COME ALONG  
AND JOIN THE FUN

Pilates

* Perfect post & pre natal exercise

* Assists with back & joint problems

* Helps to flatten the tummy

*  Strengthens and tones the whole body 

* Improves posture

* Suitable for all ages and abilities

Snitterfield Village Hall  
Every Thursday, 6-7pm, £4 per class

No need to book, just turn up!!! 
(bring a mat/towel & soft drink)

Contact Caroline ☎ 07809 285193

 www.safer-neighbourhoods.co.uk 
The local police are working together as Warwickshire Against 
Domestic Abuse with over 30 other public services and 
voluntary organisations to tackle the harm caused by domestic 
abuse. If you or someone you know is affected by emotional, 
financial, physical or other forms of abuse in Warwickshire 
Freephone 0800 408 1552 or visit www.talk2someone.org.uk.  

In an emergency, dial 999.

The Woodland Kitchen 
Working together in their Woodland Kitchen, located in 
the Snitterfield and Bearley Bushes, Nathan Lewitt and 
Mark Hayden have developed their catering business. 
You may have seen them at this year’s summer fete 
where they tempted us with a selection of their 
delicious smoked products. 

Combining more than 30 years experience between them, they 
produce exquisite dishes for those special events – everything from 
a family celebration to a sumptuous charity banquet – along with 
their own range of smoked artisan products. They have catered for 
events at the British Grand Prix, Cheltenham Gold Cup 
and Cardiff’s Millennium Stadium.

Mark and Nathan met at Stratford College. Since then 
they have worked in some of the country’s busiest and 
most exclusive kitchens – from the glamour and glitz 
of the Savoy Hotel to Claridges’ classical surroundings. 

In 2006 they decided to find some premises and 
start a new business venture together, which has since turned into a family affair including 
partners and in-laws. Their workplace was originally Mark’s garage which after an overhaul 
became a state-of-the-art kitchen with fridges, ovens and ventilation systems. Using hundreds 
of different ingredients, including a number of smoked items, they soon realised that there 
was a niche in the market for smoked specialities, and so they invested in a gas smoker to 
produce high quality products. Where possible all meats and ingredients are sourced locally 
and are cured in a tantalising array of salts and spices to give the products their unique 
flavour without using mass production methods. Their products include smoked Gressingham 
Duck, chicken breasts, hams, bacon, tenderloin of pork, wild boar and apple sausage, 
rainbow trout, various pates, venison, sirloin, salmon prepared in various recipes, gravadlax 
and many more. 

Mark and Nathan’s business is now a thriving concern. They are committed to providing 
the highest level of service at all times and are more than happy to welcome visitors and 
customers, taking time to discuss and offer selections of their products. 

Order Christmas hampers made up with a wide choice of their delicious produce. 
Telephone 01789 730703 or email: mark@thewoodlandkitchen.co.uk 


