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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR READERS!

We live in a lovely rural village but several 
items in this issue highlight the need for 
good neighbourliness. We are all guilty 
of taking our neighbours for granted. 
People who help us out, put up with our 
noise without complaint, are there when 
needed ... they are few and far between. 
Similarly we should be thankful to those 
members of the community who give 
up their time freely to make our village 
environment what it is. So if there are any 
new year resolutions yet to be made let’s 
put a ‘good neighbour policy’ at the top 
of the list and not forget, as the year goes 
on, to be mindful of those around us who 
may be affected by our actions. 

Don’t leave it to the same old faithfuls, 
volunteer your help now to make our 
village a better, safer place for us all.

The Snitterfield Local Plan has been in existence for only three years but already it needs 
to be updated. Also the Village Design Statement booklet (published in 2000) needs a 
similar revision to reflect the changes in planning policy at local and national level, and to 
include information from our Action Against Climate Change Group for achieving a greener 
environment.

Both these documents produced by the parish are very important*. We need to start to 
bring them together into a single guidance document for adoption by the District Council. 
Both can be found on the village website www.Snitterfield.com. Follow the links to the 
Parish Council where you will find our Parish Plan and Village Design Statement.

Changes in planning policy over the last five years affect the ‘permitted development 
rights’ on your property. The new Conservation Area Policy, which prevents any changes 
to a property in a conservation area without planning permission being granted, together 
with the new Local Framework Plan from Stratford District Council, have made our plan 
and design statement obsolete. 

Recently the West Midlands Rural Community Council brought in policies which demand 
we make our properties ‘greener’ by saving 
energy and following the code of practice 
for the 3Rs … Recycle-Reuse-Reduce. All 
these principles need to be included in 

a new Village 
Plan and Design 
booklet which 
will also include 
a directory of 
useful telephone 
numbers and 
e-mail addresses, 
not only in our 
parish but also in 
the district and 
county councils.

PHOTO
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Gerry Stammers continues, “I would like 
to start this update project as soon as 
possible but first need to form a small 
project group and I need your support”. 
If you are interested, have access to a 
computer and have some spare time, 
please contact Gerry or the Parish Council 
at either of the following e-mail addresses: 
Gerry Stammers: geraldstammers@
btinternet.com 
Ian Wilkins: ianwilkins@talktalk.net 

* ‘Supplementary Planning Guidance Notes’ adopted 
by the District Council Planning Department.

Left: The changing face of Snitterfield. New builds on 
The Green and Park Lane.



As a member of the 
Warwickshire Police 
Authority I am well aware 
that confidence in the 
Police Force is low. 

I believe one of the 
reasons is the difficulty 

people have in contacting the local officer to 
report incidents that do not require a 999 call. 
If you wish to report a recurring problem which 
does not need an immediate response, you 
can send an e-mail to the Safer Neighbourhood 

Team (SNT) via the website www.safer-
neighbourhoods.co.uk and search for the 
Wellesbourne SNT. 

Residents also have the opportunity to meet 
the area policing teams at the Wellesbourne 
Community Forum to voice local policing issues 
and vote, either at the Forum, or through 
the website, on which they focus on policing 
priorities during the following three month 
period. I am aware that it is not always possible 
for villagers to attend the local Community 
Forum but if you have any concerns or issues 

you wish to raise, please contact me and I 
will forward them, on your behalf, at the next 
meeting on 4 February.

Richard Hobbs,  
District/County Councillor

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you 
need any information, help or advice.

Telephone: (01789) 730331 or e-mail me at  
richardhobbs@warwickshire.gov.uk

News from your local Councillor Richard Hobbs

 
BYGONE SNITTERFIELD
Now that the dust has settled after the second 
exhibition of photographs of the village, I would like 
to thank all those who came to see the collection, 
and also those many people who so kindly loaned me 
their photographs. I never cease to be amazed by the 
number and variety of pictures that turn up.

On 7 November there were friends and former residents 
from all over the UK, which made it very worthwhile. 

I heard many interesting stories and was given more information about the pictures on show. 
However, I am aware that we all live busy lives and if you were unable to attend and would like to 
see the pictures please do get in touch (Tel 731118) .

My next task is to find the best way of publishing the collection which now consists of over 420 
images. I will probably have to enlist the help of someone who is more adept on the computer 
than me!

As far as Bygone 3 is concerned it is difficult to believe that I could possibly continue to get the 
same level of support as seen so far. However, I have already been given 20 new pictures and have 
promises of several more. I would love to do it again so please have a rummage in your drawers 
and family archives.

Bob Foster

 
ORAL HISTORY OF SNITTERFIELD
Thank you to all those who have offered to join in recording your memories. If we haven’t 
already contacted you, we will call as soon as we are available to arrange a visit to discuss your 
recollections. If you would like to leave a reminder of your life or experiences in Snitterfield please 
contact us on e-mail: studio@smart-works.co.uk, or if you want to do your own recording and 
can send us a digital file we’d love to hear from you. We can also leave the recorder with you, for 
instance if you have a family get-together, or are visiting an elderly relative, and are prepared to let 
us in on your recollections.

 
“We are all concerned to 

preserve the atmosphere of the village as a 
desirable place to live. Councillor Richard 
Hobbs’ letter (SNIPE 22) highlights what 
we have lost in the last twenty years. To 
survive without further losses, young 
people, especially with local connections, 
must be able to acquire and to live in 
affordable houses. Only they will provide 
the children to keep the school open.

The proposed site in Bearley Road is 
outside the Conservation Area, but there is 
no reason why it should not be developed 
sympathetically. The village has shown 
it is forward thinking, by the exciting 
developments in energy conservation 
demonstrated by the members of SACC. 
With the development of a small estate of 
affordable houses, we have a wonderful 
opportunity to show what can be done for 
the future.

The selected housing association should be 
a partner in adopting new and advanced 
thinking in the design. We do not need 
fourteen new houses built to twenty year-
old technology. For example, apart from 
a high level of insulation, they could be 
designed at the outset to have a shared 
rainwater recovery system to provide 
water for flushing the lavatories, and 
incorporate solar panels for hot water 
supply. Consideration might also be given 
to a central heat and power (CHP) system. 
If included as part of the original design, 
such an approach should be achievable 
without large cost increases.

The result would be a trendsetting site for 
the Housing Association, a project the 
county could be proud of, and a stimulant 
for the village while helping the aims of 
SACC”.

D.F.H. Rushton

By the time you read this we will know if the last chance climate change talks in 
Copenhagen were successful. Whatever the outcome we will no longer be able to live 
as we have. Change will come either from Government or if the talks failed, through 
unchecked climate change. We need to act now if we want any kind of future for 
us and our children. Do your bit. Join the 10/10 campaign. Commit to reduce your 
energy use by 10% in 2010. SACC is inviting all community groups and businesses in 
the village to join. Nationally, everyone from the Post Office to major celebrities and 
Spurs football club have joined including Warwick District Council. The 10/10 website 
www.1010uk.org has lots of information and advice and will tell you what to do.  
Please contact us if you would like any further help. 01789 731348.

Did you miss the climate change blockbuster ‘The Age of 
Stupid’ at the sports club in July? It has now been released 
on dvd and SACC has a copy available for loan free of 
charge. To borrow it please call John on 01789 730996. 



News from Snitterfield 
School

Class 4 have been writing poetry. Not only did the Year 6s visit the RSC on National 
Poetry Day, which this year was on the theme of Heroes, to hear some of their own 
poems read by RSC actors, but they also had a great time composing raps.

Teacher, Mrs Griffin, writes: For this edition of Snipe, we wanted 
to share some of our work with you. We hope you enjoy it.

The Benjamin Rap by Ben Huxley 

(with thanks to Michael Rosen)

When I was one, I swallowed a cat

When I was two, I sat on my friend Matt.

When I was three, I drove a truck

When I was four, I was called Chuck.

When I was five, I grew a chive

When I was six, I wished I was five.

When I was seven, I visited heaven

When I was eight, I changed my name to Kevin.

When I was nine, I fried a goldfish

When I was ten, I realised that was stupidish.

There you go
It’s the Benjamin rap

Just remember Birds don’t flap. Class 1 and 2 had a Circus Topic, Ella Yendall tells 
us something about the topic and explains how 
they made this clown.

A hero poem by Eleanor HughesMy hero
Takes the blame when the slashing spitefulness

Of accusations splits throughMy tense skin.
My hero
Can take the fiery red acidOf danger, and shields meLike a metal wall.

My hero,
Protects me from taunting,Harsh words that comeFrom other...

People.

The description of Hogwarts by Eloise Newsom

A dark shadow covered the misty black lake with slow rowing boats gliding across the water. 

Looking up at the edge of a large cliff, there was a ginormous but beautiful, old stone castle 

with lots of turrets covering it. Walking down the spooky alleyway towards the gate, I saw a 

cat weirdly enough turned into a teacher.

The hall was the most glorious of all the rooms in the castle. I could not believe my eyes 

when I saw candles floating in mid air with no string holding it up. The castle was the most 

amazing place I had ever been to. When I entered the common room, I sat down in a chair 

beside the blazing fire and started to learn how to play the wizard chess. When the king 

won against a pawn, I had a shock because the king stood up and wacked the pawn with his 

throne!

I found out that one of the girl’s lavatories was not used anymore because of a ghost called 

mourning Murter who died in the toilet and is actually quite nice once you get to know her.  

I had to sneak in the girl’s lavatory which was hard because of Snape.

Snape is the worst and most strict teacher. I hate him but Dumbledore is very nice. 

Dumbledore is the head of this school. Before every meal, he always speaks and says 

something I don’t understand.

Class 3 have been working on descriptive writing. 
Classes 1 and 2 have a Circus topic. We decided to make a clown because it might make you smile. We made the clown with strips of sticky back paper, it was a bit like painting by numbers.

On Tuesday a lady came into school. She was teaching us some circus tricks; there was tightrope walking, juggling, spinning plates, a very small bike, diabalos and there were some bucket stilts. We had to try to balance a peacock feather on our hand, and that was very hard.
My favourite thing was the tightrope because it was very exciting.

SNITTERFIELD SCHOOL WEBSITE IS NOW UP AND 
RUNNING. CHECK OUT WHAT IS HAPPENING ON 

www.snitterfieldschool.ik.org



Chris and Jane Gallimore’s Vineyard on Kings Lane promises to have one 
of the best vintages at Welcombe Hills yet ...

2009 produced a bumper crop – not in terms of quantity (in comparison with 
2006) but certainly in terms of quality.

It’s been a real delight to get the harvest in after two challenging summers in 
2008 and 2007 – especially as with all the rain in July and August, we feared a 
similar situation when we came to pick.

Although we harvested slightly later than usual the 
long dry spell in September and October allowed 
for lovely clean bunches with very little risk of 
botrytis.

Some vineyards in the region actually had a crop 
which suffered from drought – but because we are 
on clay and stone (as anyone on Kings Lane with a 
garden will know!) we had no problems with water 
supply.

Once again we picked on five different dates 
between the middle of September to the third 
week of October, ably assisted by teams of friends, 
neighbours, and our guests with ‘rent-a-row-of-
vines’ gift vouchers. Our third parcel of the vineyard 
was in production for the first time, and the yield 
for all the different varieties was promising.

Especial thanks are due to Dave Goodhew for all 
his work keeping the vineyard going throughout the 
season, and at harvest time, to Ken Chatland (who 
rediscovered the tractor driving skills of his youthful 
farm work experience!), and to his wife Chrissie, for 
the action photos which appear here! 

Right top: Chris Gallimore 
Right: Jane, Ken and helpers

Richard le Page’s Bearley Vineyard 2009 Harvest ...

For newly established Bearley Vineyard, this has been an exciting 
and productive year. Following on from our successful first harvest 
in 2008, this year resulted in more than double the crop of Pinot 
Noir Précoce and Regent grapes. The grape quality was excellent, 
with high sugars and perfect acidity, and we are looking forward to 
tasting the results next year when we should be producing nearly 
1,500 bottles of English red wine.

Many thanks to the neighbours and friends who turned out on 4th 
October to help with the harvest this year. Some of these were 
amongst the audience when we presented a slide show of the 
development of the vineyard to Bearley Gardeners in November. We 
think it went down well; the wine tasting certainly did.

The 2008 Pinot Noir Précoce is on sale now.

From left: Neighbours Graeme Davidson and Dave Groom help owner 
Richard Le Page with the 2009 harvest.

English quality wines on our doorstep

It was a busy time in Snitterfield and 
Bearley as the ripe grapes were harvested 
this Autumn. 

Local wines are for sale in Snitterfield 
Village Stores – why not try a bottle to 
celebrate the New Year?



A new year and a new opportunity to grow your own, 
whether it be vegetables, herbs or plants for your borders. 
You don’t have to have a greenhouse, cold-frame or 
expensive equipment: a windowsill and some tender 
loving care will suffice. In return you will be rewarded by 
seedlings galore and all for the cost of a packet of seeds. 

The advantages of sowing your own are numerous. Firstly, 
there is a huge choice and you can choose species that 
are not easily available to buy as fully grown specimens. 
You can also tailor your plants to your needs, so if you 
only have a small space to grow vegetables then you can 
choose varieties such as dwarf French beans (‘Cupidon’ 
cropped well for me in a half barrel last summer) or rows 
of cut and come again lettuce, which keep going for 
weeks if regularly cropped. 

And now an admission, do not take any notice of the title 
to this piece: it is still too early to sow many seeds – but 
definitely not too soon to buy them. One of the glories 
of these gloomy winter days is snuggling up with a pile 
of seed catalogues. There are the well-known companies 
such as Thomson and Morgan, Suttons and Marshalls, 
which offer a huge range of trialled and assessed varieties 
via post, phone or on-line. A less well known catalogue 
that I have used over the past two years is Edwin 
Tucker and Sons. Specialising in vegetables, it has good 
descriptions and offers a wide selection of organic seed. 

Although not offering the same huge choice my favourite 
vegetable seed company is the Real Seed Company. 
This lovely family firm actively encourages and offers 

instructions on saving your own seed, which surprisingly 
doesn’t put them out of business (probably because 
many people, like me, are not as disciplined about this as 
they might be). It also sells my most successful vegetable 
for summer cropping, a French bean called Cherokee Trail 
of Tears. This bean was originally from the native North 
American Cherokee people. In 1838 they were driven 
out of their homelands in the state of Georgia by the US 
government to make room for more European settlers, a 
forced march known as the ‘Trail of Tears’. This bean is 
one of their heirlooms they managed to keep with them 
and has been passed on from generation to generation 
ever since. There is very little seed left worldwide so it is 
a good idea and very easy to save your own year on year.

Another company which offers old fashioned service and 
the benefit of years of experience is Peter Grayson Sweet 
Peas. I ordered the best mix of seeds I have ever grown 
from him last year – a range of deep jewel colours with 
intoxicating scents (Matucana, Lord Nelson, Black Knight, 
Gypsy Queen, Blue Velvet, Midnight and Red Ensign). 
Peter also has a well-priced range of tempting cottage 
garden seeds such as hollyhocks, poppies and morning 
glory.

A new addition to Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall’s River 
Cottage empire is an online seed catalogue. Still under 
development at time of writing it offers some interesting 
vegetable seeds, all of which are currently grown in the 
River Cottage garden. It also offers some seed selections 
packaged in charming, old fashioned boxes which would 
make great gifts.

Although many seeds do need to wait until later in the 
spring, if you have space in a heated propagator late 
January and February are good times to sow seeds of 
houseplants, busy lizzies, tuberous begonias and slow-
growing tender perennials. And if you didn’t get around to 
sowing sweet peas back in the autumn then you can do 
this during January for an early crop – or wait until March 
if you are worried about seeds rotting and fungal disease. 
I also sow my favourite tender climber, Rhodochiton 
atrosanguineus (pictured) as early as February so that 
it will have scrambled half way up its five foot wigwam 
of canes by the time the frosts are past and I can put it 
outside. 

Finally, you can really get ahead of the game by sowing 
lettuce, leeks, onions and summer cabbages into pots in 
a cool propagator set to about 10-15°. Keep them frost 
free until they are big enough to harden off and plant 
out. If you have a greenhouse, try sowing crops such 
as baby beetroot, new carrots and French beans into a 
greenhouse border during February. You will be eating 
them months ahead of the same crops grown outside and 
while they are still expensive in the shops. You do need 
to have room for this of course, as you will need space 
for tomatoes, cucumbers etc later in the season. If space 
is at a premium then choose fast maturing crops such as 
radish or spinach, which you will have eaten by tomato-
planting time.

Edwin Tucker & Sons Ltd. 01364 652233.  
www.edwintucker.com

Peter Grayson Sweet Peas. 0124 627 8503.

The Real Seed Company 01239 821107.  
www.realseeds.co.uk

RiverCottage. 01297 630 318.  
www.rivercottage.net

Sally Hopkinson

Sow, sow, quick, quick, sow!

Thanks to several responses to my last article – I now know two places 
in the village where Swifts are nesting. I also heard that the Wryneck, a 
very rare bird has been seen in a Snitterfield garden. No one contacted 
me regarding seeing a City Pigeon, but I spotted a white one myself over 
the A46 the other week. 

I have seen Mistle Thrush and a Grey 
Wagtail in my garden and I have seen 
Golden Plovers and Twites. The latter 
ones are rarer birds and you may have 
seen me with other birdwatchers east 
of the village trying to spot the Twites 
among a larger flock of Linnets. 

If you want to take your family for a 
nature walk with good wildlife and birds, I would first 
recommend our two large ponds in the centre of the 
village. There are Mute Swans, Grey Herons, Kingfishers, 
Treecreepers and Little Grebes among many other 
interesting birds. Further afield you have Brandon Marsh and Draycote 
Water (nature reserves in the direction of Coventry), and the many 
beautiful walks of the Cotswolds. Slimbridge is a great destination for 
a day out and has a great collection of captive waterfowl and mammals 

(like otters) as well as fantastic birdwatching all year 
round.

If you prefer not to travel too far, then your own garden 
is a great place to watch wildlife. You may have watched 
Springwatch and Autumnwatch and think that they go 
looking for special gardens with unusually rich wildlife, 
but you would be amazed what is going on in just about 
every garden in Snitterfield. About a month ago we were 
having breakfast when a 
beautiful fox entered our 
garden, and marked its 
territory five metres away 
outside the kitchen window. 

Winter is a good time to 
start feeding birds since 

berries and fruit are running out in many places. There 
is a lot of advice on the Internet about what feed to buy 
and where to position the feeders, but as long as there is 
a variety and you continue to put out food until spring, 
you should see lots of birdlife. At my feeders I had 15 different birds last weekend – 
Goldfinch, Greenfinch, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Blue Tit, Great Tit, Coal Tit, Long-tailed 

Tit, Jackdaw, Collared Dove, Dunnock, Robin, Blackbird, Blackcap (stays all 
winter!), Starling and House Sparrow. Plus a grey squirrel! Birdfeeders should 
be cleaned every week since there is a parasite killing off Greenfinches.  
If you are lucky you may see the Sparrowhawk come in for a kill around the 
feeders – this bird has a different interpretation of ‘bird feeding’.

Don’t forget the Big Garden Birdwatch 30-31 January. This is your chance 
to participate in the world’s largest nature survey with about half a million 
people watching birds for an hour every year! 

Please contact me with your bird or animal stories. Next time I would like to write more 
about other animals, so which have you seen in Snitterfield? Has anyone identified bats 
with a bat detector?

Claes Mårtenson claber57@btinternet.com

REAL TWITTER –  
Time to feed the birds

Wryneck

Twites

House Sparrow and Great 
Spotted Woodpecker

Goldfinches and Starling



The real voyage of discovery 
consists of not seeking new 
landscapes but in having new 
eyes. (Proust)

As Snitterfield Garden Club’s gardening year 
starts in September, it is now well into the 
2009/10 programme with an exceptionally good 
year to look forward to as we will be hosting 
some excellent speakers: James Boland, John 
Massey, Jekka McVicar as well as visits to Fibrex 
Nursery and Oxford Botanical Gardens. 

Later on this year we will be welcoming a new 
speaker, already causing a stir in the gardening 
fraternity, articles and television. We have been 
fortunate to book Keith Wiley from “Wildside”, 
Buckland, in Devon to speak of his pioneering 
new style of planting known as naturalistic 
gardening.

Several members attending the annual lecture 
at Leamington Spa Centre arranged by NCCPG, 
were absolutely inspired by his wonderful 
illustrated talk about his newly planted garden. 
He himself had been bowled over by the 
kaleidoscope of colour created by swathes of 
grasses and perennials mingling and thriving 
amongst shrubs and trees, when visiting the 
landscapes of South Africa, Crete and Greece 
and was overwhelmingly stimulated to create a 
similar vision in his own new garden. 

He sensed how much more powerful the impact 
of a wild landscape tends to be on emotions 
than a tamed conventional garden. Having seen 
these and many more dramatic floral landscapes 
throughout the world on my own travels, one 
can only agree and appreciate the breathtaking 
beauty of mother nature. 

Snitterfield Garden Club now has a reputation in 
the area for having first class speakers as well 
as being a very friendly, lively club. Come and 
join us, membership is £8 per annum, meeting 
on the first Tuesday of each month at 8pm in 
the Village Hall. See our new website www.
snitterfieldgardenclub.org for further details.

Over the 
Garden 

Wall

Abbe Sturman has looked 
out a tasty recipe now 
that Snitterfield Stores is 
offering a fresh fish service. 
Fish can be ordered for next day 
delivery. The fish is supplied by 
Jarman & Pearson Ltd who have been 
fish wholesalers for over 30 years. 
According to Nigel Jarman they can 
supply a diverse range of fish both 
farmed and wild. Haddock is one of 
their most popular products so I’ve 
included an easy haddock recipe.

Haddock is a tasty, reasonably 
priced fish. Often mistaken for cod, 
the haddock is smaller in size and 
sports a black spot on each side of 
its head. Its length varies from 38 to 
62 centimetres and its weight ranges 

from 900 grams to 18 kilograms. Its white, flaky flesh is similar 
to that of cod but the taste is slightly more refined. Haddock is 
lean, easy to digest, can be prepared in a flash, and lends itself to 
several different cooking methods.

Haddock is delicious oven-baked, grilled, pan-fried, sautéd, deep-
fried, poached, steamed, en papillote or in a bouillabaisse. The 
flesh is very delicate and has a tendency to crumble if overcooked, 
so try to watch the cooking time.

Haddock is an excellent source of high quality protein. It is 
rich in vitamins A and B, and provides a significant amount of 
phosphorus, magnesium, zinc, selenium, iodine and iron.  

Dates for your diary
5 January  
Richard Fishbourne of Wiggly Wigglers 
speaking on ‘Gardening for Wildlife’.

2 February 
This is a return visit for James Bolton. 
His talk last year was highly rated 
and excellent in both content and 
visual presentation. He is a very 
popular speaker for NADFAS and his 
subject will be ‘18th and 19th Century 
Gardens’.

3 March 
We are delighted to welcome John 
Massey from Ashwood Nurseries 
to speak about ‘A garden for all 
Seasons’. Known for his development 
of exquisite strains of Hellebores, John 
is often featured in the media and we 
are very fortunate he has found time 
to visit Snitterfield.

6 April 
This is a real coup, as Jekka McVicar, 
herb specialist and Chelsea Gold 
Medallist will be talking about how to 
grow and use herbs.

May, June and July will have a 
programme of outside visits.

Haddock with Olives and Potatoes in Parchment
Makes 4 servings

Ingredients

 4 oz small potatoes

 3 tablespoons extra-virgin olive oil

 2 teaspoons finely chopped oregano

 ½ teaspoon fine sea salt, divided

  4 (5 oz/150g) pieces skinless haddock fillet  
(about 1 inch thick), any bones removed

 ½ lemon, very thinly sliced

 3 garlic cloves, thinly sliced

 ¼ cup Kalamata-style black olives, pitted and cut into slivers

 ¼ cup flat-leaf parsley leaves

Equipment

 an adjustable-blade slicer or sharp kitchen knife

 4 (12- to 15-inch) squares of parchment paper; 

 kitchen string

Preheat oven to 400°F/200°C with a baking sheet on bottom rack.

Peel the potatoes and cut into very thin slices with a slicer or slice as thinly as 
possible using a knife. Toss potatoes with 1 tablespoon oil, half the oregano, 
and half the sea salt. Divide the potatoes among the parchment squares, 
arranging them in the centre, slightly overlapping, then top with a piece of 
fish. Sprinkle each fillet with the remaining oregano, olive oil and sea salt, then 
top each with a lemon slice, a few garlic slices, olive slivers and the parsley 
leaves. Gather the sides of parchment up over the fish to form a pouch, 
leaving no openings, and tie tightly with kitchen string. Put packages on the 
hot baking sheet and bake until fish is just cooked through, 15 to 22 minutes.

Cook’s note: Fish can be assembled in parchment four hours ahead 
and chilled.  



A big ‘WELL DONE’
On Friday, 7 November 2009 between 5-5.30pm the village bonfire 
was set alight, by persons unknown, 25 hours before it was due to be 
lit before children and parents at the Snitterfield Village Bonfire and 
Fireworks Display.

It had taken a month of hard graft by a number of volunteers from the 
Sports Club to build a structure large enough to provide the spectacle 
demanded by discerning bonfire-night-goers. But that evening within the 

confines of the Club’s members’ bar the wheels were put in motion to 
save the situation

With Lee Hillier (Snitterfield storeholder) at the helm of the operations, 
with mobile in hand and his knowledge of useful contacts, he was able 
to muster a band of volunteers to provide fuel and construct the fire the 
following morning. By 12.30pm on Saturday 8 November a new bonfire 
had been built, bigger and better than the previous one, and it was fired 
up at 6.30pm in front of 600+ spectators.

This achievement was the result of volunteers from the village – and a 
few stand out for mention. Nick Lamb and friends had built the original 
bonfire. When asked to build another he did so without hesitation. 
Without his know-how the chances of saving the situation would have 
been negligible. Alan Napier received an SOS from Lee, with his contacts 
and the use of his flat bed recovery vehicle, he acquired over 100 pallets 
from Delphi Automotive Systems UK Ltd. Claire Niblett phoned Heart FM 
who put out a request for timber on their 10am news bulletin. Loaded 
vehicles of all descriptions arrived at the site, including a tree surgeon 
who deposited huge tree trunks around the structure.

All in all it was a fine example of the village community spirit Snitterfield 
is renowned for. Well done to all who participated to create an event 
which was the best yet.

Stratford 
Armouries
Just one mile from 
Snitterfield village on 
Gospel Oak Lane, Stratford 
Armouries has been 
fruitfully progressing for 
nearly 18 months. 

With four galleries housing 
a fabulous collection of arms 
and armour and other rare 
artefacts, including the new 
Guild of Aviation works, 

the curators are pleased to announce that the centre is starting to 
create lots of enthusiasm both locally and nationally.

As featured on Central News, Stratford Armouries is a museum 
with a difference. Their vision is one of accessibility – which 
sees everyone partaking and enjoying the cultural atmosphere. 
Stratford Armouries takes its responsibility to help the local 
community seriously, for example they have recently formed 
a partnership with Snitterfield Football Club who can use the 
facilities for free.

The indoor play barn and restaurant continue to be enjoyed by 
the local and wider community – especially during the cold winter 
months. Events, including a range of Christmas and antique fairs, 
are held. 

 
Cricket Club looking to boost squad size
Snitterfield Cricket Club is on the lookout for new players for the 2010 
season to play in what’s shaping up to be a full fixture list of limited 
over Wednesday and Sunday matches. 

The club aims to put out sides on Wednesday evenings in the height 
of the summer for its Twenty:20 games alongside regular Sunday 
afternoon 40 over matches.

To get in the swing anyone interested in working off the Christmas 
excess or enthused by England’s winter tour in South Africa can join  
in the regular Sunday indoor nets training sessions starting this 
month (31 January) at Stratford High School. These will be held 
between 5pm and 6.30pm.

“We are an enthusiastic club comprising players of all abilities 
with a common love for the game and a desire to keep it fun and 
enjoyable”, said club chairman Lee Hillier. “We’d welcome new 
recruits, whatever your age or skills. If you’re interested please come 
along to the indoor nets sessions or see me in Snitterfield Stores for 
more details.”

 
SPECIAL OFFERS FOR READERS 
Stratford Armouries wish to thank the local 
community for their continued support by 
offering a two course meal for only £10.00 in the 
new traditional Sunday Carvery. PLUS an offer 
of half price entry into the Armouries Museum. 
These offers will feature until the end of January 
2010. Please bring this Snipe Magazine with you 
to take full advantage.
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Available for hire 

Situated in the heart of the village, the hall is the  
ideal place to hold meetings, events, parties  

and family gatherings. 

The facilities include: main hall, meeting room,  
kitchen, toilets, electric piano, stage and microphone. 

For more information, rates and booking  
please telephone the secretary, Renata Stephens on  

07501 416221 or 01789 731426.

SNITTERFIELD 
Village Hall

Rag-Tag Toddler Group 
We meet each Monday morning in the village 
hall from 10 to 11.45am. We are a friendly 
group of parents and carers and have a great 
selection of toys for children from birth up 
to three to four years. We are also fortunate 
enough to hold a Health Visitor drop-in clinic 
once a month. The dates for the health visitor 
clinics over the next few months are:  
MONDAY        18 January 10-11.30am

MONDAY        22 February 10-11.30am

MONDAY        22 March 10-11.30am

MONDAY        19 April  10-11.30am

MONDAY        17 May  10-11.30am

MONDAY        21 June                 10-11.30am

Please come along and meet us, or for more 
information please contact  
Hilary Schmidt-Hansen. Tel: 731246.

 SNITTERFIELD POPPY PARTY
The Snitterfield Poppy Party was wonderfully supported by local residents 
again and raised £1,205 which is going to the Royal British Legion’s 
‘Poppy Appeal Fund’.

‘The Only Band in the Village’, with Colin, Steve and Jeff entertained 
everyone, without charge, throughout the evening and gave a variety of 
sing-a-long songs and great dance music.

Renata and David Stephens contributed the cost of hiring the Village Hall. 
Lee and Gaye Hillier assisted with supplying the food. Ellie Wall made 
the meringues, and the committee of Ann Barker, Joyce Bothwell, Tanya 
Gill, Helen Hayter, Sara Lelliot, Caroline Noble, Eileen Satchwell and Jenny 
Thomas all cooked the delicious supper and put it together.

We were very pleased to applaud the two sets of very proud local 
parents at the party whose sons have both served in Afghanistan, Sara 
and Philip Lelliot and Sue and John Berry. 

Even though we don’t have a Royal British Legion Club in the village this 
event is our way of saying how proud we are of all our servicemen and 
women and Well Done to the RBL for all the welfare and support work 
they do.

Helen Hayter

 www.safer-neighbourhoods.co.uk 
The local police are working together as Warwickshire Against Domestic Abuse with over 30 other public services and voluntary 
organisations to tackle the harm caused by domestic abuse. If you or someone you know is affected by emotional, financial, 
physical or other forms of abuse in Warwickshire Freephone 0800 408 1552 or visit www.talk2someone.org.uk.  

In an emergency, dial 999.

 
SNIPER’S CORNER
Are you a noisy neighbour? We live in a rural village where it is peaceful and quiet - or is it?  
Do you suffer from thoughtless, noisy neighbours who constantly breach the peace and cause 
annoyance, distress and inconvenience? 
Sometimes it is caused by dogs barking, loud music, late parties, out-of-season fireworks, 
DIY in the home or garden, or just car doors thoughtlessly being slammed. In extreme cases 
agencies can be contacted, resulting in bad feeling, fines, confiscation and enforcements. 
The concept of noise depends on where, how often, how loud, the time (day or night), and how 
it affects those who are close by.
The best way to deal with a noisy neighbour is to talk to them first, politely and calmly and 
explain the situation, they may not even realise they are causing a problem or it may be a one-
off instance. If this fails then you can contact the Environment Team.
One form of noise nuisance often overlooked by all of us is DIY or construction, often carried 
out at the weekend when most of us just want to enjoy the peace of our homes and gardens. 
As a guide construction work should be carried out only between the hours of 8am-6pm 
Monday to Friday, 8am-1pm on Saturday which means no noisy work at all should be carried 
out on Sundays or Bank Holidays. Violation could ultimately result in a fine of £5,000.
Don’t suffer in silence, if you are having problems with noisy neighbours contact the 
Environmental Health Team in confidence: tel 01789 267575 or fax 01789 260808,  
or e-mail: envhealth@stratford.dc.gov.uk 

We can hear a poor dog in the village that must really feel unloved. It barks and barks 
incessantly throughout the day and night, and when home alone it howls and bays with all 
its fighting might. Please could this dog’s family – they must know who they are – show a 
little kindness and companionship to their pet so it feels wanted and stops crying.

Snitterfield Brownies and Rainbow packs have now 
closed. Thank you for the support from parents 

and girls whilst these groups were running.

The nearest Brownie/Rainbow packs are as follows:

Norton Lindsey Brownies  
Tuesdays 5.30-7pm  

contact Claire Handy 07770963178.

Wolverton Rainbows/Brownies  
Fridays 5-6pm and 6-7.30pm respectively,  

contact Janet Livingston 731278.

 
AN URGENCY
We have said it, again and again.
“There’s far too much noise in  
Smith’s Lane.”
The speeding, the screeching of 
brakes,
A tragedy doubtless awaits.
There is in this lane, as we know,
A 30-sign pleading GO SLOW.
But we who observe are appalled.
An answer? “Get cameras installed!”
Harry Marlow

 
Thoughtless parking at the school crossroads is once again causing drivers to edge out 
into oncoming traffic as they can’t see round large vehicles parked right on the corner. 
One day there will be an accident caused by impatient parents trying to get as close to 
the school as possible – and let’s just hope there will no children involved.


