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Your village needs  
you in 2012!
A new year is traditionally the time to make a 
resolution. You will notice that there is something of a 
call to arms in this issue, so why not dispense with the 
usual promises that you know you won’t keep for more 
than a few days and pledge to do something that will 
leave a lasting impression on our village. 

Consider the following from Gordon Morris, a university 
lecturer in community development: ‘Rural England is 
characterised by smallness. Small villages, small towns, 
small councils, small businesses, small schools. There 
are even a few small minds, although, in my experience 
at least, these are outnumbered, if not always out-
voiced, by big hearts and community spirit. 

‘So much of rural life is based on a willingness to 
help others. Every member of the WI, every youth 
leader (Brownies, Scouts, Cubs), every village hall 
management group member, every local member of 
a village plan committee, is a volunteer. Every Parish 
Council is an example of "Big Society" localism in 
action, as are organisers of local sports leagues.’

His point about The Big Society is that to make it 
work (as many of the paid roles supporting it are cut) 
will require more of the same from the very people 
who already volunteer. Now, that can’t work. Those 
people who give their time and energy are already 
doing as much as can be expected. What we need is 
more volunteers – for the Friends of Snitterfield School 
(FOSS), as a Parish Councillor, for the Village Hall and 
Village Fete committees – the list goes on. 

So, this year, make your resolution to volunteer and get 
involved in a community activity. You’ll be welcomed on 
board, you’ll meet a wide range of people, it is great 
fun -  and this time next year you’ll wonder why you 
waited so long.          • See Sit Back or Speak Out, page 3.

Village poet Harry Marlow, Jean Dronsfield and Andrew Noble 
outside the decommissioned phone box on Smith’s Lane, which 
has been bought by the Parish Council. One idea is to use it as 
a ‘book swap’ where anyone with used books in good condition 
would be able to place them on shelves for others to take or 
swap. This can only happen if a volunteer steps forward to 
make and install the bookshelves, so if you can help please 
contact Gerry Stammers: geraldstammers@btinternet.com

Members of the Village Fete Committee 
try out the new bench opposite the shop, 
bought with profits from the Village Fete.

Ginny, we’ll miss you ...
Snitterfield has waved a 
fond goodbye to Snipe 
Editor Ginny Crow and 
her husband Jim. Before 
moving back to their 
homeland in Yorkshire they 
were given a cake by Snipe 
committee member Abbe 
Sturman, decorated with 
memories of their allotment 
and much loved garden. 
Ginny was an inspirational 
editor – working tirelessly 

to produce a publication the 
village can be proud of. She 
will be an impossible act to 
follow!



You could also be called to say that Microsoft Word 
on your computer has been infected with a virus and 
they may ask you to open your computer for them to 
clear it for you. They will have your email address and 
sound very convincing. It is a scam. These cold callers 
are likely to clone your personal details and it could 
cause  your computer to fail within a few hours. Trading 
Standards know that some residents have ended up 
having to buy a new computer and change their phone 
number and email address to avoid the constant 
harassment. Remember that no reputable organisation 
will ask you for any personal details unless you contact 
them and you have gone through a pre-arranged 
security check.

I hope you all had an enjoyable Christmas and may I 
wish you a very happy New Year.       

Richard Hobbs, County Councillor
richardhobbs@warwickshire.gov.uk 

☎ 01789 730331

It is a busy time locally at the District Council. 
Ongoing consultations on the new Local 
Development Framework are in progress and your 
opinions will be welcomed. The 2011 Evidence 
Studies and briefing documents to support the 
third draft of the Core Strategy are available online 
at www.stratford.gov.uk. Please contact me with 
any suggestions and concerns, so we can all play 
an active role in shaping the policies your District 
Council will adopt for the years to come.

Snitterfield is in the West Midlands Green Belt; it 
begins on the northern side of the Warwick Road, 
the A439, and ‘washes’ over the land all around 
the south and west of Birmingham.  This is one of 
the policy areas we need to consult about locally to 
ensure the preservation of this important asset. 

Local Planning

The planning application at Blackhill, for four Gypsy 
and Traveller caravans and associated buildings, 
which was refused by the Stratford District Council 
Planning Committee, was granted on Appeal by 
the Planning Inspectorate recently, despite local 
concerns about the highway safety of the site 
location on the A439.

At the time of writing, 4th December 2011, it is 
now 20 weeks since the Planning Committee (West) 
recommended the variation be granted to the Gliding 
Club to allow motorised gliders to fly to and from the 
Snitterfield airfield. However, the skies are still quiet 
... because a local objector group, which is affected 
by the proposals under the application, has sent 

Blackhill Gypsy site is granted 
on appeal but motorised 
gliders are still grounded

Don’t let some crook spoil your 
New Year. You may be called 
about your telephone bill or a 
recent purchase you made when 
Christmas shopping at a well-
known department store. The 
caller will then claim that there 
has been a problem with the 
goods or payment and ask for 
your credit or debit card details to 

rectify the problem. Do not give your details to them: it 
is a scam.   

The golden rule is never ever give your personal or bank 
details to anyone who calls you on the phone. If they, 
for instance a utility company, say you are one of their 
customers (and you do deal with the named company), 
then phone them back using the number on any of their 
literature, such as an invoice. You will very likely find 
that it was a scam to get your card details.

its concerns to the Planning Department who are 
investigating them. 

• The objectors have questioned that the scheme 
resolved to be approved was materially different 
to the scheme consulted upon in advance of the 
Committee Meeting as the ‘update sheet’ contained 
many material amendments.

• They have questioned the difficulties the Council 
will encounter when trying to secure some of the 
proposed noise mitigation measures through a legal 
agreement.

• They question the appropriateness of the use of  
‘a variation of condition application’ in this case, as 
there are clear fundamental differences between the 
original planning permission and that now proposed 
in relation to both use and built development on 
the land; a full application may have been more 
appropriate.

Therefore the application has still not been granted.

We wait to hear the Council’s response and I will 
keep you informed when there is any news.

There is no news on the future of the Foxhunter site. 
No new planning application has been submitted.

Helen Hayter, District Councillor

Hayterbramley@aol.com     

☎ 01789 731388   
 07876442726 



with the loss of a pub, a post office 
and medical facilities. 

Snitterfield residents contributed 
to the Village Design Statement 
in 2000 and Parish Plan in 2006, 
to be used as a “supplementary 
planning guidance note” for 
the local authority, but I feel 

We hear a lot about the 
Government’s plans for the “Big 
Society and Localism” but what 
does it mean to you and me? 

I thought the idea of localism 
was to let the people decide upon 
the future of their community. 
However, I feel we may have been 

Of course it’s not you!
Car zooms down the hill into the village, past the shop, 
oblivious to kids on bikes, parked cars, and speed 
humps – of course it’s not you.
Car  parked on the curb blocking pedestrians – of course 
it’s not you.
Car parked ludicrously close to the crossroads near the 
school – of course it’s not you.
Car parked on the double yellow lines in front of the 
nursery – of course it’s not you.
Car that blocks private drives – of course it’s not you.
Car that turns around on private drives – of course it’s not you.
Let’s hope it’s not you or someone you love who gets hit by an inconsiderate 
driver.        

Snitterfield resident
If you have something to get off your chest regarding the village please email (marked 
Sniper’s Corner) to info@sallyhopkinson.co.uk. Names and addresses must be included 
but will be withheld from publication upon request.

Sit Back or Speak Out?

The Parish Council has 
had a presentation from a 
developer who wishes to 
build nine to ten houses on 
greenbelt land 

During the last 15 years 
our village has grown by 
over ten per cent, with 50 
new dwellings

Sniper’s  
Corner

few of the recommendations in 
these publications have been 
achieved. Now we are faced with 
a new 15-year plan in the form 
of the Stratford-on-Avon Local 
Development Framework (2011-
2026), which replaces the current 
Local Plan. It is, therefore, vital that 
we update our Parish Plan to make 

sure our views are known to the 
local authorities by preparing a new 
Neighbourhood Framework Plan. 

Over the coming 15 years we will 
see another increase in the number 
of dwellings in the village. Some of 
these will be near to you! Just think 
about the impact of another 60 to 
70 houses on the infrastructure 
of the Parish – increased flood 
risk, sewer limitations, schooling, 
increased traffic, parking problems 
and so on. The Parish Council has 
already received a presentation 
from a developer wishing to build 
nine to ten houses on greenbelt 
land in the village. I think this is the 
start of many development schemes 
within our village.

Map showing Snitterfield’s 

conservation area (in 

blue), first published in the 

Village Design Statement 

of 2000

misled. A thousand people signed 
petitions and over 200 wrote 
letters of objection to inappropriate 
local developments, but the local 
authority disregarded these views 
and carried on making decisions 
about our parish to suit their overall 
objectives set out in the Stratford-
on-Avon District Local Plan.

This Local Plan sets out the Council’s 
policies and proposals for the 
development and use of land for 
the period up to 2011. It is used as 
a basis for considering all planning 
applications, including those for new 
housing, industrial and commercial 
development. During the last 15 
years of the Plan (1996-2011) our 
village has grown by over ten per 
cent, with 50 new dwellings in the 
village itself. We have also seen our 
services and local facilities decline 

The Parish needs you to be involved 
in controlling new expansion. The 
task is enormous. A committee 
has been set up to work on 
the Snitterfield Neighbourhood 
Framework Plan and questionnaires 
will be sent out to residents early 
this year to enable you to be part 
of the plan’s drafting and adoption. 
We also urgently need volunteers 
to distribute and collect the 
questionnaires, so please contact 
me if you can help. 

It is your village so fight for it! 

Gerry Stammers
geraldstammers@btinternet.com



A dozen intrepid hunters met up in Snitterfield to check 
what animals they had trapped. Most animals were then 
identified, shot and ... released! Actually, no animal was 
hurt during this dawn raid on the Schmidt-Hansen’s 
garden on Smith’s Lane. We were checking the moth 
traps set the night before – and only photos were shot!

Anna Ryder was the keen lepidopterist (expert in moths 
and butterflies) who set the traps the previous evening. 
Each trap had a strong light bulb that attracted the 
moths (it is still a mystery to science why the moths 
are attracted to strong light). The rest of us were then 
invited for a 6 a.m. ‘moth breakfast’ to check the traps 
and eat breakfast in the Schmidt-Hansen’s house.

The result was amazing! Hundreds of moths were 
resting on the egg cartons inside the traps! Anna 
helped identify 46 species and we were all amazed at 
the variety of colours, shapes and sizes. Moths have 
fantastic common names too, such as The Snout, Lilac 
Beauty (a first for Anna), Green Pug, Fan-foot, Heart 
and Dart, Short-cloaked moth and Twenty-plume moth!

The largest moths we found were the very common 
Poplar and Elephant Hawk-moths. The Buff-tip was 
particularly astonishing as it looks exactly like a piece 
of silver birch. Harry Parr, a young lepidopterist in the 
making, named it ‘Twiggy’!

Anna, who is a professional musician, became 
interested in moths when she found her house filled 
with hundreds of migrant Silver Y moths. She had 
no idea what they were but was able to take digital 
photos and look them up. Last year she met a group 
of ‘extreme moth-ers’ who go out for the whole night 
trapping in woodland, grassland and other habitats 

in the local area. They are completely dedicated and 
very knowledgable. She now sees moths she would 
not see in her garden at the same time as spotting 
badgers, bats, owls and other wildlife. Anna has joined 
the Garden Moth Scheme which involves trapping and 
recording in the garden once a week from March until 
November.

Anna is hoping to do more moth trapping in Snitterfield, 
so if anyone wants to host a Moth Breakfast between 
May and July then do get in touch with her. If you want 
to find out more about moths, buy a moth-trap or get 
involved in the Garden Moth Scheme see the following 
links or email Anna at annaryder@talktalk.net.

www.ukmoths.org.uk       
www.angleps.com  

www.gardenmoths.org.uk   
www.butterfly-conservation.org 

Claes Martenson claber57@btinternet.com 

Trapped and Shot!Real
Twitter Claes Martenson  

develops an appetite  
for The Snout and Green 
Pug at Snitterfield’s  
Moth Breakfast.

‘Gardening requires 
lots of water and most 
of it in the form of 
perspiration’ ...
Certainly the case this year 
as it has been one of the 
driest and coolest summers 
for many years. This may 
explain the fewer entries 

in Snitterfield Garden Club Produce Show held last 
September, although both the show and AGM were very 
well attended. Two magnificent cups were presented 
to the Club by Agnes Penrice in memory of her family, 
to add to the growing collection of trophies awarded to 
winners of various classes in the Produce Show. They 
will be known as The Gilmour Dahlia Cup for Dahlias  

and The Gilmour Cup for best entry in the Produce 
Show.

Throughout last year, there was a superb, varied 
programme of speakers, outings and events enjoyed by 
the members. Visits to Sir Roy Strong’s Laskett Garden, 
Thenford, home to Lord Heseltine, a weaving workshop, 
and talks by Timothy Walker and Val Bourne were a 
few highlights. Currently there are over 100 paid up 
members, the fee being just £10 a year. The club meets 
on the first Tuesday of the month at the Village Hall  
at 8pm.            Margaret Tweed

Contacts: Chairman, Margaret Tweed: Tel 01789 
731636. Secretary, Joyce Bothwell: Tel 01527 529078.
See What’s On on back page for dates for your diary.

Over the 
Garden 

Wall



Some moth myths that Anna 
wants us to know are false:

Moths eat your clothes! Wrong • 
– only six species of moth can 
do this and some of these are 
rare – the larvae (caterpillar) 
prefers natural fabrics which are 
undisturbed, in the dark and 
dirty.
Moths are brown and not as • 
beautiful as butterflies! Wrong – 
some are very colourful indeed 
and most have interesting 
patterns and colours which help 
camouflage. 
Moths don’t close their wings • 
upright over their backs like 
butterflies. Wrong – different 
moths rest their wings in many 
different ways, including like 
that.   

Some moth facts that are true:
There are 2,500 moth species • 
in the UK (and only about 50 
butterfly species!)
There are more day-flying moth • 
species than butterfly species.
There is no scientific difference • 
between moths and butterflies – 
they are all Lepidoptera.

Clockwise from left: 
Harry Parr and Freya 
Schmidt-Hansen with 
a Poplar Hawk-moth: 
close-up of Elephant 
Hawk-moth; Leti 
Parker with a Buff-tip; 
Theo Brettel with a 
trap full of moths

The owner of this month’s winning garden has not only 
created a thriving bird habitat on his patch, but has 
inspired his neighbour to do the same.

Claes Martenson, from Snitterfield, near Stratford-upon-
Avon in Warwickshire, writes about garden birds in his 
village magazine and has inspired his fellow villagers to 
feed their garden birds, too. Claes says: “I have seen 85 
bird species in and around my garden. I promote bird 
feeding and wildlife gardening in our local village 
magazine, Snipe. The magazine is called Snipe 
because the ‘Snitter’ in Snitterfield is an old name for 
Snipe.” 

Claes admits that his garden list may not be exotic, but 
it is still impressive, with a healthy roll call of breeding 
birds. Claes says: “I believe I have Blackbird, Song Thrush, 
Blue Tit, Coal Tit, Wren, Dunnock, Robin, Woodpigeon, 
Collared Dove, Jackdaw, Starling and Goldcrest all nesting. 
I have a lot of regular visitors at my feeders but also a few 
interesting ones, such as Siskin, Lesser Redpoll and even a 
Pheasant! The two most recent additions to the garden list 

Snipe now has an official 
award-winning contributer! 
Our own Real Twitter, Claes 
Martenson, won the Best 
Bird Garden monthly prize in 
Birdwatching magazine – the 
article A TOUCH OF CLAES 
(great title!) is printed below

are Goosander (seen from garden) and Whitethroat (seen in 
garden).

“Among regular birds I count Sparrowhawk, Buzzard, Raven, 
Cuckoo, Little Owl and Tawny Owl. I have put up nest boxes 
but the owl one was occupied by a squirrel before it blew 
down. One very small nest box was taken over by wasps!” 

Claes says his garden list is down to the hours he spends 
watching – which he says pays off with some great sightings. 
“A rare bird for my garden is Tree Sparrow. They are very 
common in my native Sweden, but the one I photographed 
in my garden was the only individual I have ever seen in the 
UK!”

Claes’s garden benefits from a host of trees, bushes and wild 
areas, including two yew trees, two birch trees, five apple 
trees, buddleia, a wild un-mowed area, a raised vegetable 
patch and hedges on three sides. But there’s one resident 
who appreciates the birds for all the wrong reasons, though 
Claes manages that as best he can. He says: “Our cat wears 
a collar with a bell. She still catches a few mice and birds but 
there would be a lot more if she didn’t have the bell!”

Birdwatching magazine 
www.birdwatching.co.uk

Entry form

OUR SPONSOR
Wild About Birds 

is an independent 

manufacturer of 
high quality bird 

feeds, based in 
Suffolk. Wild 

About Birds has a 
large retail outlet, 

Wild Things, in 
Theberton, Suffolk, open seven days a week. 

The shop specialises in selling bird 

feeds, feeders and accessories. 

There’s also an online shop at 

www.wildaboutbirds.co.uk

In 200 words or fewer, tell us why your garden should 

win. Tell us what you’ve done to improve it, which birds 

you see regularly – and any unusual visitors.

Send up to three photos – from any time of year –  

of your garden and the birds that visit it and remember 

to include your name, address and daytime phone 

number.Visit www.bestbirdgarden.co.uk and complete the 

entry form. Alternatively, complete the entry form below, include 

a CD of up to three photos and up to 200 words about 

your garden, and send them to Best Bird Garden 2011,  

Bird Watching, Media House, Lynch Wood, 

Peterborough, PE2 6EA. Closing date: 31 Dec 2011.

HOW TO ENTER

Name .........................................................................................................................................................................Address ......................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Daytime phone no ..........................................................................................................................................Email .............................................................................................................................................................................

WiN a yEaR’S 
SUPPly  

Of biRd fOOd

a TOUcH Of claES

t he owner of this month’s winning garden has not 

only created a thriving bird habitat on his patch, 

but has inspired his neighbour to do the same.

Claes Martenson, from Snitterfield, near Stratford-

upon-Avon in Warwickshire, writes about garden birds 

in his village magazine and has inspired his fellow 

villagers to feed their garden birds, too.

Claes says: “I have seen 85 bird species in and around 

my garden. I promote bird feeding and wildlife 

gardening in our local village magazine, Snipe. The 

magazine is called Snipe because the ‘Snitter’ in 

Snitterfield  is an old name for Snipe.”

Claes admits that his garden list may not be exotic, 

but it is still impressive, with a healthy roll call of 

breeding birds.
Claes says: “I believe I have Blackbird, Song Thrush, 

Blue Tit, Coal Tit, Wren, Dunnock, Robin, 

Woodpigeon, Collared Dove, Jackdaw, Starling and 

Goldcrest all nesting. 

“I have a lot of regular visitors at my feeders but also 

a few interesting ones, such as Siskin, Lesser Redpoll 

and even a Pheasant!

“The two most recent additions to the garden list are 

Goosander (seen from garden) and Whitethroat (seen 

in garden).”“Among regular birds I count Sparrowhawk, Buzzard, 

Raven, Cuckoo, Little Owl and Tawny Owl. I have put 

up nest boxes but the owl one was occupied by a 

squirrel before it blew down. One very small nest box 

was taken over by wasps!”

Claes says his garden list is down to the hours he 

spends watching – which he says pays off with some 

great sightings.
“A rare bird for my garden is Tree Sparrow. They are 

very common in my native Sweden, but the one I 

photographed in my garden was the only individual I 

have ever seen in the UK!”

Claes’s garden benefits from a host of trees, bushes 

and wild areas, including two yew trees, two birch trees, 

five apple trees, buddleia, a wild un-mowed area, a 

raised vegetable patch and hedges on three sides.

But there’s one resident who appreciates the birds for 

all the wrong reasons, though Claes manages that as 

best he can…He says: “Our cat wears a collar with a bell. She still 

catches a few mice and birds but there would be a lot 

more if she didn’t have the bell!”

THE PRiZES
Monthly prize (for 

one winner): 
12.5kg sacks of 

feeder Mix, Table 

Mix, Soft bill Mix 

and No Waste 
feeder Mix. 
Overall prize: 

20kg sack of any of 

the above four 
mixes (winner’s 

choice) every 
month for a year.

There’s still time to nominate your garden for our prize

Could your garden be 

our next winner? Find 

out how to enter, below. 

All existing entrants will 

still be considered for 

future monthly prizes 

– so if you’ve already 

sent us your details you 

don’t have to send 

them again, they’ll carry 

over to next month. 

Good luck!

Wildlife lover shares his bird gardening tips with fellow villagers



If you would like a no obligation quotation through 
the Community Solar Programme scheme please 
contact a member of SACC on 01789 731348 or visit 
our website www.snitterfieldacc.org

Snitterfield Actioning Climate Change (SACC) has 
been working hard since last April to turn Snitterfield 
into a renewable-energy hot spot through our 
Community Solar Programme and the installations 
have demonstrated that buying as a group can bring 
significant savings. 

However, the Government’s decision to bring forward 
the date to qualify for the full Feed in Tariff rate 
to 12th December 2011 caused frenzy in the solar 
industry – and Snitterfield! 

The residents who installed by this date (a total of 30 
systems) are enjoying a 43.3p tax-free income for 
every kilowatt of energy which they produce but this 
has been reduced to 21p per kilowatt from December. 
This has had an impact on the Snitterfield community 
scheme and has meant that some householders were 
not able to install by the cut-off date. In response to 
this, Snitterfield’s dedicated installer, Eco2Solar, has 
put together an impressive new deal for Snitterfield 
residents who were unable to hit the deadline. 
This will provide an average 10 per cent return on 
investment, alongside an average ten-year payback 
period (based on a 4kWp, south-facing, 30° solar PV 
installation). This has been achieved by the whole 
solar industry re-structuring their prices to make 
panels even more affordable.

In Blood & Iron: Letters from the Western Front 
Jon Cooksey has edited and illustrated the text and 
provided an introduction, describing Butterworth’s 
family background, his pre-war career, the battles on 
the Western Front in which he took part, and the final 
engagement in which he lost his life.

Butterworth, a first cousin of the composer George 
Butterworth who lost his life on the Somme in 1916, 
was in civilian life a dedicated and much-loved 
schoolmaster and a gifted cricketer, who served with
distinction as an officer in the Rifle Brigade from the 
spring of 1915. His letters offer a telling insight into 
the thoughts and reactions of a highly educated, 
sensitive and perceptive individual confronted by the 
horrors of modern warfare.

Butterworth was killed on the Bellewaarde Ridge 
near Ypres on 25 September 1915, during one of the 
disastrous diversionary attacks launched to distract 
German attention from the Battle of Loos. His
last letter was written on the eve of the action in 
which he died.

Copies of Blood & Iron are available from Jon for £15 
and can be personalised. If you’d like one email him 
on hojo2jac@btinternet.com

LETTERS 
FROM THE 
WESTERN 
FRONT

UNTIL NOW HUGH BUTTERWORTH was just one of the millions of lost soldiers of the Great War, and the
extraordinary letters he sent home from the Western Front have been largely forgotten. But, after more than
ninety years of obscurity, these letters, which describe his experience of war in poignant detail, have been
rediscovered, and they are published here in full. They are a moving, intensely personal and beautifully written
record by an articulate and observant man who witnessed at first hand one of the darkest episodes in European
history.

Butterworth, a first cousin of the composer George Butterworth who
lost his life on the Somme in 1916, was in civilian life a dedicated and
much-loved schoolmaster and a gifted cricketer, who served with
distinction as an officer in the Rifle Brigade from the spring of 1915. His
letters give us a telling insight into the thoughts and reactions of a highly
educated, sensitive and perceptive individual confronted by the horrors of
modern warfare. 

Butterworth was killed on the Bellewaarde Ridge near Ypres on 25
September 1915 during one of the disastrous diversionary attacks
launched to distract German attention from the Battle of Loos, and his
last letter was written on the eve of the action in which he died. 

For this full edition of his letters Jon Cooksey has edited and illustrated
the text and provided an introduction, describing Butterworth’s family
background, his pre-war career, the battles on the Western Front in which
he took part, and the final engagement in which he lost his life. 

ISBN: 9781848842977

£19.99

20%
off the rrp
DISCOUNT CODE: 119587
ENTER THIS CODE INTO THE VOUCHER
BOX WHEN ORDERING ONLINE

VISIT THE PEN AND SWORD WEBSITE ON:

w w w. p e n - a n d - s w o r d . c o . u k

New deal shines light on solar eclipse 

Snitterfield author and editor Jon Cooksey has 
brought out a new book with publisher Pen 
and Sword that explores one man’s personal 
experience of the First World War through his 
letters from the Front.  

Hugh Butterworth was just one of the millions of 
lost soldiers of the Great War, and the extraordinary 
letters he sent home from the Western Front had been 
largely forgotten. But now, after more than 90 years 
of obscurity, the letters, which describe his experience 
in poignant detail, have been rediscovered. They offer 
a moving, intensely personal and beautifully written 
record by an articulate and observant man who 
witnessed at first hand one of the darkest episodes in 
European history.

TOP TEN NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS!
Replace every filament bulb with an LED equivalent. 1. 
Even if  they are not on that often the energy 
savings are significant.
Cancel your gym membership and instead help local 2. 
groups/allotmenters/smallholders!
Swop your battery-farmed chicken for Lee Hillier’s 3. 
locally shot game.
Reduce the daily paper trail – go online for your 4. 
daily newspaper, or if you have to have a paper 
copy leave it in the luggage rack on the train for 
someone else to read.
Eat local and eat less, and skip the bottled water.5. 
Resolve to fly less. Make longer distance train 6. 
journeys part of your holiday.
Think before you buy. Go online to find gently used 7. 
cds, dvds, books, toys etc.
Recycle printer cartridges at Snitterfield Nursery.8. 
Recycle your batteries outside the village hall.9. 
Recycle unwanted clothes and textiles at Snitterfield 10. 
School. 
                                                      Vikki Parker



If you travel between Snitterfield and Aston 
Cantlow, you may have noticed two regular 
commuters.  Over the past few years, Nicola 
Matthews and Jill Fraser have used their homes, 
on either side of the A3400, as the base for 
a brand new project. Juggling the needs of 
husbands, children and parents the challenge 
has sometimes been enormous.  Their mission – 
to bring back tender, loving care to the heart of 
healthcare. 

It started with a kiss. Not the Mills and Boon variety, 
but the kind given by a parent when a child runs to 
them with a bump or bruise.

We both trained as nurses and, through a variety of 
serious illness affecting our loved 
ones, we’ve also known the NHS as 
consumers. We’ve read the awful 
press and we know how bad it 
can be. But we also believe those 
headlines are encouraging good 
staff to resign, many who remain 
are hugely demoralised and it’s 
hard to persuade school-leavers 
to choose nursing as a career. So, 
determined to champion those who 
deliver excellent care, and using our own money, we 
set up the charity Kissing it Better: an easy-to–use 
website that enables simple healthcare ideas to be 
shared.

Our first big break came when 
we contacted the Department of 
Health’s Dignity in Care campaign. 
Within days of hearing our story we 
were invited on their board. When 
four national newspapers featured 
us, things started to move at 
speed. We were invited to speak at 
conferences alongside Health Secretary 
Andrew Lansley and Chief Nurse Dame Christine 
Beasley. We’ve been offered a book deal and a film.  
We are on the Advisory Board to the Care Quality 
Commission and, when their report received massive 
nationwide publicity, we had a special mention. We’ve 
even spoken in The House of Lords. 

Across the country, we’re now delivering tender, 
loving care, mainly by making strong links in the local 
community. In Walsall, health and beauty students 
now gain work experience by offering hundreds 
of hours of free treatments to patients on stroke 
and dementia units. Drama students read much-
loved stories and poems to vulnerable patients.  
Schoolchildren regularly sing around the wards and 
a variety of adorable dogs delight long-stay patients. 
And that’s just for starters. In Stratford, RSC actors 
regularly perform in care homes and local choirs 
are becoming frequent visitors  to elderly residents.  

Nicola’s daughter, Charlotte, recently delighted a group 
of older people by taking stunning photographs – an 
event preceded by a full make-up session to be sure 
they looked their best. 

KISSING IT BETTER

Jill Fraser

Dignity Action Day on 1st February 

Kissing it Better is working to support the Dignity Action 
Day, organised by the National Dignity in Care Campaign. 
It is not necessarily a day for the ‘grand gesture’ but 
more about taking time to do something, however small, 
for people who too often feel isolated and of little value 
to society. From helping an older neighbour with their 
shopping, to providing free legal advice for a local charity, 
we can all make a vital contribution.

Dignity Action Day is about:
Reminding society that dignity in care is everybody’s • 
business;
Giving the opportunity to uphold people’s right to be • 
treated with dignity;
Showing respect to staff in care settings as well as the • 
people they care for;
Including activities which allow people, either in a • 
care setting or in the community, to feel able to give 
something back.  

By Supporting Dignity Action Day you can:
Raise awareness of the importance of dignity in care• 
Provide someone in your community with an extra • 
special day
Be part of a national celebration and demonstrate • 
solidarity for Dignity in Care
Remind others that respecting the dignity of people in • 
your community is not the sole responsibility of health 
or social care staff – we all have a role to play. 

For more information and an action pack follow links to the Dignity 

in Care Campaign on www.kissingitbetter.co.uk/events  

But we need your help. We couldn’t organise events 
without the support of volunteers. It’s fun, it’s hard 
work and it’s immensely rewarding. As one patient 
commented after she’d had a massage and a manicure 
from a student, ‘I came in worried about my operation 
and I’m going home tonight feeling like a model.’
   
If you can contribute a clever but simple idea which 
would bring a smile to a patient or carer, or if you can 
help as a volunteer or would like to be a sponsor for 
Kissing it Better please contact us.

Jill Fraser and Nicola Matthews
01789 488018     01789 731891

www.kissingitbetter.co.uk

Nicola Matthews



As part of our Eco Schools programme 
and to raise funds, Snitterfield 
Primary School now has a clothes 
recycling bin. It will take clean, dry, 
wearable adult and children’s clothing 
and shoes (attached in pairs), handbags 
and belts, sheets, curtains and towels. 
Please place items in supermarket type 
bags with the handles tied and place in 
the bin at school. The school also has 
a scheme to recycle printer cartridges, 
DVDs and computer games in their 
original boxes. 

Snitterfield WI
Following on from the success of the 
Royal Wedding Breakfast, Snitterfield 
WI are again joining forces with the 
Village Hall Management Committee 
to put on a Murder Mystery Play with 
supper. This will take place on 10th 
March. Meetings on 2nd Wednesday 
of the month at 7.45pm Snitterfield 
Village Hall. Contact: Jean 731574.

Snitterfield Garden Club
7th February: ‘Boggery in the 
Garden’,  Timothy Walker, Director of  
Oxford Botanical Garden.
6th March: ‘Herbaceous Plants’,  
Rosy Hardy of Hardy’s Cottage 
Garden Plants.
3rd April: ‘The Grand Tour’,  James 
Bolton.
1st May: Willow Weaving workshops 
during day and talk in the evening.
The June meeting to be rearranged 
as it is the Diamond Jubilee Holiday.
Visits are to be confirmed.

SNIPE Newsletter is produced and distributed by volunteers with the help of additional funding from Snitterfield Parish Council. 
Editors Sally and Andy Hopkinson, tel 01789 731852, e-mail: info@sallyhopkinson.co.uk. The views expressed in these pages do 
not necessarily reflect those of the editors or other members of the SNIPE editorial committee. Current and back issues are  
available to download from www.snitterfield.com. Printed by Spectrum Colour Printers, tel 0116 246 1717.

Available for hire 

Situated in the heart of the village, the hall is the  
ideal place to hold meetings, events, parties  

and family gatherings. 

The facilities include: main hall, meeting room,  
kitchen, toilets, electric piano, stage and microphone. 

For more information, rates and booking  
please telephone 07501416221 
email vanprest@btinternet.com

SNITTERFIELD 
Village Hall

Rag-Tag 
Toddler Group 

Monday morning in the Village Hall  
10-11.45am. Health Visitor drop-in 

clinic on third Monday each month:  
16th January, 20th February (TBC)  

and 19th March

Please come along and meet us, or 
for more information please contact  
Hilary Schmidt-Hansen. Tel: 731246

A very important date for your diary! This spring Snipe will be 
holding a fun Quiz on 28th April at 7.30pm with a fish and chip 
supper, bar and a half-time competition to win a Spa Day for 
Two at the Welcombe Spa. 

We really need you to come along, have a good time and help 
to replenish the Snipe coffers. This magazine is put together 
by a team of volunteers who give their time freely. However, 
we do have to meet printing costs, which are rising all the 
time, so really need your support to ensure that Snipe can 
be produced on a regular basis. We would like to extend a 
huge thank you to those who helped to keep Snipe newsletter 
going in 2011 by making a financial donation – it really did 
make a difference. If you enjoy reading Snipe and could make 
a contribution, big or small, for 2012, either by a one-off 
donation or regular standing order, please contact the treasurer 
Cathy Kimberley: cathykimberley@aol.com or 01789 730350. 
Or you can drop a cheque into the green post box at Taxus, 
opposite Frogmore Road on Smith’s Lane, (made payable to 
Snitterfield Newsletter). 

AND don’t forget to buy tickets for the Quiz – they will be going 
on sale in the new year so look out for posters at the shop and 
noticeboards!

What’s On
Parish Council Meetings
Meetings are held on the second 
Monday in the month, unless 
changed by a decision of the 
Council: 9th January (includes 
Finance Meeting); 13th February; 
12th March; 9th April; 14th May 
Annual Meeting.

Snitterfield Actioning Climate 
Change (SACC)
Meetings first Thursday each month 
in Village Hall at 8.00pm. Check 
website for date changes. www.
snitterfieldacc.org

Village cinema in the Village Hall: 
22nd January, 26th February,  
25th March. Look out for the posters 
around the village, or check the 
website, to see what we shall be 
screening each month. If anyone 
would like to join the email group 
and be part of the voting system for 
choosing our films please either call 
or email Hilary Schmidt-Hansen: Tel: 
731246  email: hilary@thegables.
spacomputers.com. 

SNIPE QUIZ 28TH APRIL !!


