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Local man  
appointed  
Lord-Lieutenant
Congratulations to Snitterfield resident 
Tim Cox, who became the new Lord-
Lieutenant of Warwickshire in April, 
succeeding Sir Martin Dunne.

Tim, a chartered surveyor based in 
Stratford, served as High Sheriff last 
year. His track record in the voluntary 
sector is long-standing, including 15 
years involvement in the Warwickshire 
Poppy Ball raising money for the Royal 
British Legion. 

He has also been involved in a number 
of local charities, particularly during 
his year as High Sheriff, including the 
local hospice, adults with learning 

difficulties, the homeless and crime 
prevention.   

Tim lives in The Green, Snitterfield 
with his wife, Penny and children, 
Olivia and Harry. They have lived in 
Snitterfield for 25 years and in Bearley 
for five years before that.

The prime duty of the Lord-Lieutenant 
is to be the Queen’s personal 
representative in Warwickshire. 
Amongst other things this involves 
arranging visits to the county by 
members of the Royal Family, and 
accompanying them whilst here. The 
role is unpaid and non political.

Every hour, another person in the UK goes blind. The 
Guide Dogs National Breeding Centre in Bishop’s Tachbrook 
supplies all of the guide dog pups throughout the country 
and here, in Snitterfield, families are playing their part in 
the supply chain. 

Church Road’s Andy and Sarah Brettell’s brood bitch Tilly, 
aged 5, has just delivered her third litter – this time of ten 
puppies (four boys and six girls; three yellow and seven 
black). Seen here at about three weeks in mid March are 
Magnus, Maple, Murray, Cennin, Myra, May, Moss, Minty, 

Monty and Maggie with the couple’s four boys Callum, 
Seth, Theo and Jake and friend Ingrid Ash. By the time 
Snipe is published the puppies will have moved on to 
their next home with puppy walkers to start learning good 
manners and training to be fully fledged guide dogs. 

From the age of four months the pups will learn how to 
negotiate flights of stairs, busy shopping centres and 
various methods of transport, as well as getting used to 
being around people and other dogs, before, at around 14 
months, graduating to guide dog training school. Tilly, who 

lives with Andy and Sarah as a family 
pet but belongs to the Guide Dogs, is 
likely to have two more litters before her 
career as a brood bitch is over. During 
this time all food, board and vets’ fees 
are paid by the organisation but, on 
retirement, this ceases and the family is 
given first option to keep her.

Find out more about Guide Dogs with 
a free tour of the National Breeding 
Centre. The two-hour tours take place 
on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons 
and Friday mornings. To book call 
0845 3727432 or email nbcvisitors@
guidedogs.org.uk See the website for 
further details: www.guidedogs.org.uk/
aboutus/national-breeding-centre/visit-
the-nbc.

Why village litter is a cause for celebration



My travels 
earlier this 
year took me 
to a Nadfas 
meeting 
(National 
Association 
of Decorative 
and Fine Art 

Society) and a lecture, ‘The Horse, 
Modernity and Modern Art’. This 
was of particular interest to me as I 
studied the history of the horse in art 
for my final dissertation. Little did I 
realise that it was to be a revelation 
and the start of more research!

Within minutes of starting the lecture, 
the speaker announced that one of the 
greatest, probably the most prolific, 
painter of horses was John Wootton, 
born in Snitterfield. And, sure enough, 
a series of fine horse portraits along 
with portraits of kings and the rich and 
famous of the 18th century, flashed 
across the screen. Since then, I have 
been busy trying to build a picture of 
this famous resident of Snitterfield. It 
is like a big jigsaw with several pieces 
still missing!

John was the son of Thomas Wootton 
and his wife Elizabeth, born in 1682 

in Snitterfield. Where? Unknown at 
present, but he was probably baptised 
on 13 June 1684 at Hampton Lucy. He 
became a page at Snitterfield House 
to Lady Anne Somerset, daughter of 
the Duke of Beaufort. She was wed 
to Thomas Coventry (youngest son of 
the second Earl of Coventry). 

John came from a higher social 
stratum than the average footboy 
and was placed at a very early age 
with the understanding that after a 
number of years of service he would 
receive preferment, either within the 
family or through his master’s efforts 
outside it. Lady Anne was known for 
her kindness and benevolence, but 
had herself suffered great sadness, 
losing her first child at birth and later 
her son at the age of 9 whilst away at 
school at Eton. 

It is likely young John showed a talent 
for drawing, as the first known picture 
of Snitterfield House was probably 
drawn by him. This drawing, which 
impressed Lady Anne, is understood 
to be at Badminton. She may well 
have discussed his talent with her 
father, Lord Beaufort, as it was 
arranged for John to go to London to 
be tutored by the famous Dutch artist 
Jan Wyck. After studying in London, 
John moved to Newmarket, to get to 
grips with painting the likeness and 

On 11 February I resigned 
from the Conservative 
Party and became an 
Independent District 
Councillor. Now I can 
represent the residents in 
the Snitterfield Ward with 
a greater emphasis on 
questioning and I will not 
be under any pressure to 
follow the party line.

Local planning and 
housing
There are many changes 
on the horizon with regard 
to local planning and 
housing: we all need to 

have full open consultation and understanding. The Local 
Choice 100% affordable homes plan is on schedule and 
due to start soon on the Bearley Road site. The Local 
Choice initiative is an innovative approach to planning in 
rural villages. It enables local communities to promote 
development that would meet identified local needs. 

The construction will be done by Waterloo Housing 
Association: once built it will be transferred to the 
Warwickshire Rural Housing Association. 

Important information: The likely completion date for the 
houses will be in May 2014 and the allocation will be made 
in early spring 2014. All enquiries about the process should 
be made to the Stratford District Council Housing Advice 
Team on 01789 267575. All allocations will be made to 
those who are on the SDC housing register. 

Snitterfield Nursery School Ltd Questionnaire
Thank you to those people who returned their yellow 
questionnaire on the village nursery school. The good news 
is that all but one of those who returned it were aware of 
the community enterprise nursery. Just over half already 
had a child at the nursery and they liked the fact that it is 
local, welcoming and has well organised events.

Some families use an additional or alternative nursery or 
childminder. For some this is because they need longer 
opening hours or have more specific requirements. Half of 
those who responded have a child under the age of two, so 
it is clear there is an ongoing need for a local, good quality 
nursery.

When we looked at the possibility of providing out of hours 
crèche facilities, to support village events, only a fifth of 
respondents were sure that they would use the nursery. 
However, three quarters thought that they might or would 
use it.

The nursery is also looking at the options available for a 
new building, possibly on a new site. The vast majority of 
people hoped that the nursery would be able to stay on 
the school site. This information is very useful in aiding 
us in our planning, so thank you for taking the time to 
contribute.

As always, please feel free to contact me for help on local 
issues. 

Helen Hayter, District Councillor
email: Helen.Hayter@Stratford-dc.gov.uk

Tel: 01789 731388

Over the 
Garden 

Wall

Jack a Dandy, thought to be one of 
John Wootton’s earliest works



I was pleased that over 90 
residents attended the public 
meeting in the Village Hall 
on 20 February to receive 
an update on the flood 
alleviation project. At the 
meeting I gave villagers a 
brief overview of progress 
so far. 

Warwickshire County Council 
(WCC) is now the strategic 
body responsible for flood 
alleviation, with an emphasis 
on properties rather than 
roads. The Environment 

Agency (EA) now has the responsibility for Bell Brook, now 
designated a ‘main river’. 

The EA has:
• Installed a trash screen with safe access on Gospel 

Oak Lane, ensuring a continual flow and diverted a 
portion of flow to reservoir

• Installed a trash screen with safe access at Beehive 
Corner, restricting flow down Bell Brook (diverts water, 
under A46 to Stratford reservoir)

• Installed a trash screen with safe access above 
Sherborne House

• Undertaken maintenance, including the large ditch 
opposite The Wolds

• Increased presence, on a 24 hour basis

WCC has surveyed the Bearley Brook culvert which runs 
under The Green and removed some debris. Michael Green 
from WCC outlined maintenance work to be carried out:

• The Green, highway drains: confirming where they run 
by using a camera and jetting them

• Gospel Oak Lane, highway drains: as above
• The field adjoining Brookland, The Green: lifting  

slabs where Bell Brook & Bearley Brook adjoin and 
clearing silt

• Upstream of these pipes, clearing silt along Bearley 
Brook

EA will be:  
• Undertaking a camera survey, repeating that of 

December 2009
• Reprofiling Bell Brook from the Foxhunter site down to 

ponds (work has already started)

WCC will be working with landowners, for example the 
fields opposite Sherborne House. Severn Trent has an 
ongoing investigation regarding sewage from Wolverton 
Road. The Parish Council will install an additional trash 
screen in Gospel Oak Lane, due in March. The possibility of 
a trash screen in Bearley Brook, where it meets The Green, 
is to be investigated and funding sought. Michael explained 
the complexity of funding for a comprehensive scheme and  
the need for a compelling business case. 

It was decided to hold a workshop session at 7.00pm on 
Wednesday 24 April in the village hall so residents can help 
WCC build a business case to apply for funding from the 
EA for a substantial scheme to reduce the risk of future 
flooding. Meanwhile, a questionnaire will be distributed 
to properties at risk from flooding to help compile the 
business case.

Richard Hobbs, County Councillor
email: richardhobbs@warwickshire.gov.uk

Tel: 01789 730331

movement of horses. It was a case of 
being in the right place at the right 
time, as in the early 18th century 
the country landscapes were being 
developed by the likes of Capability 
Brown and William Kent. Racing was 
the sport of kings and rich men and 
John quickly found many patrons. 

His greatest quality may be credited 
to his ability, accommodating 
manner and extraordinary versatility. 
Horace Walpole said he painted 
with ‘consummate skill, animation 
and truth’.  Open to business 
opportunities, he also painted pet 
portraits, which commanded huge 
fees. Many of these animal portraits 
are hung in The Queen’s residences, 
great houses and museums in 
England, Europe and America. 

Meanwhile, landscape painting 
was becoming popular, so Lord 
Beaufort sent him to Rome, where 
he soon grasped the style of pastoral 
landscape of Claude Lorrain to form 
backgrounds to his horse portraits. 
It seems John was not so hot with 
people portraits and often asked a 
friend, such as Hogarth, to paint the 
faces of subjects. 

Back in London John, who married 
his second wife Rebecca Rutty in 
1716, was living very comfortably 

in Cavendish Square. He was to 
have two children, Henry b. 1721 
and Elizabeth b. 1728. Six further 
children died 
at birth. Lady 
Anne became 
godmother to  
his children. 

John had 
established a 
professional 
reputation. 
Large pictures 
hung over the 
fashionable 
fireplaces were 
sought after by 
the highest of 
society, George II, Frederick, Prince 
of Wales and the Duke of Marlborough 
amongst them. 

He socialised with writers and poets, 
among them Alexander Pope, Matthew 
Prior and John Gay, entertaining 
them with his witty puns and comic 
drawings of heaps of corks! He worked 
very hard extending his repertoire to 
include designing great tapestries of 
hunting scenes (filling walls at Althorp 
House, Badminton and Longleat) and 
vast representations of military sieges, 
such as the Battle of Lille and the 
Battle of Tournay, now in the  Royal 
Collection. 

John stopped painting in 1760. 
Spanning four decades he had 
commanded the field of painting 

the horse. Now, he was replaced by 
Thomas Gainsborough and George 
Stubbs. He died in November 1764 
and is buried in St Marylebone parish 
church.

At Croome Court, near Worcester, an 
enormous oil painting known as The 
Great Horse or ‘Jack a Dandy’ has 
recently been hung. It is reputed to 
have been painted by John, and was 
probably one of his earliest works. It 
has quite a story, so do go and see it, 
as well as looking out for all the other 
works in National Trust and historic 
houses created by our local boy!

Margaret Tweed

Snitterfield House, reputed to have 
been drawn by John Wootton



My search uncovered a collection 
of papers relating to Burt’s role 
in the medical educational field. 
Following his death in 1971 these 
personal papers were left to the 
archives of Liverpool University. 
Included was an item described 
as ‘Photographs of Snitterfield to 
Oct 1919’. 

I ascertained that it was possible 
to research the archive by visiting 
the university, so my wife and I 
had a day out in Liverpool and we 
went to investigate.

Cyril was born in 1883 and the 
family moved to Snitterfield 
ten years later. They lived at 

Park View on Church Road and 
father ran a doctor’s practice 
from there. Cyril was educated 
at Kings School in Warwick and 
cycled there every day. 

He was a precocious child 
and took an early interest in 
medicine, travelling often with 
his father to visit his well-to-do 
patients in the area.

He was at Oxford University from  
1902 and gained a degree in 
psychology. In the following years 
he was involved in research, 
particularly into the inheritance 
of intelligence. He was appointed 
Professor and Chair of Psychology 

at London University and was 
knighted for his contributions to 
psychological testing in 1946. 

Cyril was also involved with the 
setting up of Mensa and was 
its first honorary president. He 
retired in 1968 but continued to 
write articles and books. He died 
of cancer in 1971, aged 88.

At this stage his story seems 
distinguished and commendable 
but far from controversial. 
However, what became known 
as ‘The Burt Affair’ blew up in 
the late 1970s when academics 
suggested that some of the data 

used in Burt’s research had 
been fabricated.  

Since then there appear 
to have been opposing 
views on the subject, which 
have been hotly debated in 
academic journals on several 
occasions. 

It may never be found 
out whether Burt was 
intentionally fraudulent or 
merely careless. 

Bob Foster

Offers of help gratefully received! Please contact:  
Gaye Hillier on 730372 email: leeandgayehillier@yahoo.co.uk  
Nicola Matthews on 731891 email: nmatthews1@btinternet.com

23 June 12-4pm
Playing Fields, Wolverton Road

      raffle • real ale • Pig Roast • Tug o’ War  
Pimms Tent • Penny Arcade • Classic Cars  

radio Warneford • Tractors • Craft Tent 
Duck herding • teas • Dog Agility 

Jousting Horse and many, many more!!

snitterfield
wild west 

village fete

1st Bearley and Snitterfield Scout Group 
have a Beaver Colony, Cub Pack and a Scout 
Troop. Our Scout hut is situated within four 
acres of campsite, which includes grassed 

areas, woodland and campfire area. It is also home to our 
district’s Zeppelin Explorer Scout Unit.

Do you have that something special you could offer to the 
Scout Group? We are actively looking for volunteers to join our 
gang. You would be warmly welcomed and fully supported at 
all times. Reflect back to when you attended Scouts or Guides, 
think of all the adventures you had. This wouldn’t have been 
possible without the help of volunteers, so give something 
back and volunteer today. 

Contact Sam Smith on 01789 731865 or 07773222747 or 
email: bearleyandsnitterfield@gmail.com for an informal chat. 

The mysterious 
Burt Affair

Clockwise from top:  
Cyril Burt; as a student;  

Park House in Burt’s day

Cyril Lodowic Burt was one of the more intriguing 
residents of our village and the first honorary 
president of Mensa. His controversial story was 
stumbled on accidentally during a random search 
on the internet by Snitterfield’s Bob Foster.  

Yeehaw! It’s Fete 2013!
Get your stetson on for the Wild West Village Fete on  
Sunday 23 June. There are even more wonderful attractions 
than last year, including Radio Warneford, scores of stalls, 
duck herding, dog agility, real ales, tea tent, barbeque and 
the ever popular jousting horse. There is also a children’s 
competition to design a ‘Wanted’ poster (bring to the fete 
before 12pm) and a prize will be on offer for the best 
‘American pie’. If you would like to give a hand, either 
helping to put up marquees the day before 
or taking them down after the event, please 
get in touch. We also need help with various 
other, not very onerous, tasks. Contact Gaye 
on 730372 or Nicola on 731891.



used in Burt’s research had 
been fabricated.  

Since then there appear 
to have been opposing 
views on the subject, which 
have been hotly debated in 
academic journals on several 
occasions. 

It may never be found 
out whether Burt was 
intentionally fraudulent or 
merely careless. 

Bob Foster

Generating funds
Installations at the village hall, 
sports club and school have been 
in place for over a year. At the 
time of writing the full year figures 
are not available but Snitterfield 
Actioning Climate Change (SACC) 
is delighted with the following 
Feed-in-Tariff payments which 
cover generation from installation 
to 18 October last year.

Snitterfield Village Hall: 
£1,204 (earning 43.3p per unit 
generated). For the first two years 
this money is for the village hall 
to spend on energy efficiency 
projects at the village hall. 
From January  2014 the money 
generated will go to the SACC 
community grant fund.   
Snitterfield Sports Club: 
£1,192 (earning 43.3p per unit 
generated). This money goes 
directly to the SACC community 
grant fund.
Snitterfield Primary School: 
Figures not yet available as 

this system was more recently 
installed (earning 21p per unit 
generated). All the money 
generated from the Feed in 
Tariff at the school goes directly 
to the school to be spent on 
environmental education and 
energy efficiency projects. 

SACC Community Grant Fund 
This fund is available to residents, 
community groups and businesses 
in Snitterfield. This year the 
fund available was £1,192 which 
was awarded to the sports club. 
SACC is working with the club to 
improve the energy efficiency and 
reduce energy bills. LED lighting 
has been installed in the bar and 
the building has recently had 
cavity wall insulation installed. 

Applications for this year to be 
received by 1 October. For more 
information and to download 
the application form go to www.
snitterfieldacc.org.

It would seem a shame for our lovely village 
to lose the great British landmark of our 
telephone box on Smith’s Lane, but that 
seemed its fate at the end of last year: it just 
wouldn’t be the same without it.  

Therefore, the idea of an information point 
for the village was put to the Parish Council in 
January and they have agreed it.  

The next step will be to redecorate the box 
and replace the broken window panes. We can 
then can start work on the inside and decide 
the type of information to place there.  

We will want to include things that will be 
useful not only to villagers but also to visitors 
and ramblers passing through Snitterfield. 

If you have any ideas of the type of 
information you would like included in the 
telephone box, please get in touch and join 
in the fun of kitting it out so that we have a 
unique facility for us all to use.

Hilary and Ole Schmidt-Hansen

Tel: 731246

Help to ring the 
changes in the 
village phone box

Clockwise from top:  
Cyril Burt; as a student;  

Park House in Burt’s day

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
	  

	  

	  
	  

Lighting is the second biggest cost in 
your electricity bill 

	  
With an average home containing 34 bulbs there’s lots of opportunity to 
save cash. Replacing a single traditional light with an LED alternative will 
save around £4 per year, or £140 over the lifetime of the bulb 
	  

SACC are working with Snitterfield business, Solar Tech 
Energy, to promote the installation of LED lighting. 
	  
• Solar Tech Energy offer a FREE no obligation survey of your lighting 
• You will receive a tailor made report showing your current energy use 

and the savings you could expect if you changed your lights to LEDs 
	  
SACC are offering two £100 grants towards the cost of 
replacing the bulbs. These will be awarded through a 
draw on all surveys completed by July 31st 2013 

	  
To apply for your FREE survey please contact Rupert at: 

Solar Tech Energy Ltd 
Tel:   01789 730475 
Email: info@solartechenergy.co.uk 

 
	  
	  
	  
	  

www.snitterfieldacc.org	  

	  

Halogen	  

*	  Source:	  Energy	  
Saving	  Trust	  

	  

*	  

Fed up of ever increasing 
electricity bills? 

Win £100 of energy saving lighting 

* 

* 

	  

LED	  



News from the Primary School

This half term the children in Class 2 have been learning all 
about heroes and villains. During Literacy the children have 
been looking at traditional fairy tales and exploring what 
would happen if the villain became the hero and the hero 
became the villain. The children enjoyed writing their own 
‘twisted’ fairy tales: here is one from Dylan Jones. 

Big Bad Riding Hood
Once upon a time there was a rude girl called Big Bad 
Riding Hood and a wolf called Little Red Riding Wolf who 
was very good but not Big Bad Riding Hood. She blew 
raspberries at the teachers and other things like that. 

Big, bad  
Riding Hood

Class 3 meet Professor Upbeat
The children in Class 3 took part in the South 
Warwickshire Small School Concert. They performed 
incredibly well and helped to make it a very memorable 

evening for everyone who attended. Amelia Cook wrote 
about the experience:

‘Class 3 children met up at the Civic Hall on Monday 
evening. The doors opened and everybody rushed 
into the centre of the hall. The performers came from 
Snitterfield, St. Mary’s, Haselor, Loxley, Wilmcote and 
Great Alne Primary Schools. The orchestra came from 
Wootten Wawen Primary. I was really excited and had 
butterflies in my tummy. When it was time to start a 
man came on called Professor UpBeat. He talked about 
his new invention, The Magic Travel Machine, which 
unfortunately kept breaking down! We sang songs about 
different ways to travel. When it was time to go home 
the Mayor came and shook my hand. It was the best 
performance EVER!!!’

One day Little Red Riding Wolf was walking through the 
forest to give her grandma some flowers. But meanwhile 
Big Bad Riding Hood was at Grandma’s house and was 
throwing Grandma into the well! Big Bad Riding Hood 
dressed in Grandma’s clothes and got in Grandma’s bed. 
When Little Red Riding Wolf came to her house she found 
a girl in bed and the girl said come here and give me what 
you have brought me. 

Suddenly Big Bad Riding Hood jumped out of bed and 
threw Little Red Riding Wolf into the well! At the time a 
wood cutter was going to get a bucket of water. When he 
did he found Grandma and LIttle Red Riding Wolf! ‘You can 
go home’ said the wood cutter. So they did and the wood 
cutter got his water and they lived happily ever after. 

      Dylan Jones

Anyone using the village hall 
recently will have noticed that we 
have a hundred new chairs. These 
have been provided thanks to a 
donation by the Fete Committee and 
through the efforts of The Friends of 
the Village Hall. 

This group was formed about 20 
years ago by Lesley Fall. Over the 
years we have donated more than 

£9,000 in capital sums to provide 
the previous provision of chairs, 
mood lighting equipment, the piano, 
the central heating, the hearing loop 
and the baby changing facility. We 
also made a sizeable contribution 
to the upgrading of the kitchen and 
provided the large cinema screen.

The Friends is quite a modest group, 
each member contributing £12 
per year. This enables us to make 
two monthly prizes, one of £15 
and one of £10, in addition to the 
contributions to capital requirements 

of the hall. We would readily 
welcome new members, so why not 
join us in this worthwhile cause.

Application and banker’s order forms 
can be obtained from the Rushton 
menage at The Old Stable along 
The Green (Tel: 730276) or the 
Dronsfield menage at 3 The Gables, 
Smith’s Lane (Tel: 731574) all of 
whom, incidentally, are among the 
oldest folk in the village and will 
soon need replacing. 

Tim Dronsfield

Friends fund 100 new 
chairs for Village Hall 



Snitterfield’s resident doctor was Mr 
Sutcliffe, a retired naval surgeon, who 
dispensed his own medicines and also 
conducted operations of various sorts. 
Opposite the doctor in Bell Lane was 
Mr Cook, the baker. He baked bread, 
rolls and cakes daily and would deliver 
them to your house.

The village was very well off for 
shops: up The Green was the Co-op, 

small by today’s standards, and Mrs 
Edkins’ general store, and another in 
Church Lane, run by Mrs White. She 
sold everything to do with running the 
house. In winter you could even hire 
a large sledge for 6 pence (equivalent 
today to 2½p).

On the site of the present day shop 
was the butchers, Mr Ledbrook.  He 
also had a windup hand petrol pump 
and would serve you in his blood-
stained apron. His son Ken ran a car 
and motorcycle repair business from 
the yard at the rear of his father’s 
shop. Mr Ledbrook won the runner 
bean competition. His secret was to 
line the trench with rabbit skins and 
feed the beans from a pipe with blood 
from his abattoir.

Behind the shop was George 
Harbourne, the wheelwright and 
carpenter. In addition to carts he 
made everything in wood for the 
farmers: trolleys, field gates, ladders 
(15 feet or 30 feet long) and rakes.  
He in turn would employ Ernest 

Jones, the blacksmith, to make the 
iron wheels for the carts – a very 
specialised job. He lived in the house 
next to the old pub in Smith’s Lane, 
although his forge was in School Lane.  
All the horses from the area came to 
him to be shod. There was plenty of 
work before the arrival of the tractor.  
Work also came from the South 
Warwickshire Hunt who met in the 
village square at least annually and 
maybe more often.  

The boys in the village followed the 
hunt, usually to Bearley Woods, where 
we left our bikes in the hedge and ran 
like mad after the horses and hounds.  
The trouble was retrieving the cycle 
afterwards, following a parents’ 
inquest on why we were covered in 
mud.

I enjoyed going to the forge to pump 
the bellows for Mr Jones. The smells 
were amazing after the burning of 
the hoof with a hot shoe. I recall the 
end of the long pumping handle was 
an upturned cow horn for your hand.  
Great fun! Mrs Jones used to cut my 
hair for 2½p in today’s money. This 
took place in her outhouse. Their 
daughter Rene taught me to dance 
round our dining room table. The 
payment for this was also 2½p.

In Smith’s Lane you would find Mr 
Chatterley, the wattle hurdlemaker.  
He actually worked from a yard 
and small barn accessed by a path 
between the village hall and the 
Snitterfield Arms. The publican was 
Mr Newby, and it was a Mitchell and 
Butlers house, whereas the ‘New Inn’, 
as it was then called in the square, 
was a Flowers house. The landlord 
was Joe Edkins, who was also captain 
of our fearsome cricket team. Latterly, 
I played and was 
also secretary for a 
few years.

Another old trade 
was that of saddler 
and harness maker.  
Jimmy Wray was 
the man. He lived 
and operated 
from the corner of 
Pigeon Green and 
Park Lane. In Mr 
Wray’s field was a 
large walnut tree 
which proved very 
attractive to the boys 
in the village for a 
bit of scrumping. The 
only problem being 
that the green outer 
casing of the walnut 
stained one’s fingers 

brown which would not wash off, so 
we were in trouble on returning home. 
The village also had its very own 
policeman, P.C. Bennett, who lived by 
the forge in School Lane.

Now, I come to The Green: I wonder 
why it is called The Green when 
it is only a Street? Here lived Ben 
Burton, the carrier. Before my time, 
I understand he had a pony and 
trap, and later a small lorry, to take 
passengers and goods to Stratford.  

The postmaster was Mr Morgan. He 
carried out his business from the front 
room of his house, which was opposite 
the school next to the brook.
In addition to the two shops you 
would find Alan West, (nicknamed 

‘Crust’), who was employed by the 
District Council to sweep the gutters, 
cut the verges and clear the ditches. 
On Sundays he sang a good tenor 
in the church choir. His moustache 
was very waxed and pointed at the 
extremes. As the week went on his 
moustache drooped more and more 
until it was waxed again on Sunday 
morning.

His brother Albert West, was the 
cobbler. He had lost a leg which was 
replaced with a wooden stump. His 
nephew told me recently that his leg 
had to be amputated after a cycle 
accident. The villagers were very 
concerned about him and organised 
a number of events to raise funds to 
enable him to be trained as a cobbler.  
He never left the village.

Brian Pryce

The life of Brian

His secret was to line the 
trench with rabbit skins 
and feed the runner beans 
from a pipe with blood 
from his abattoir

Brian Pryce was born in School 
House in 1930 and grew up in 
Snitterfield. He is a treasure 
trove of wonderful stories about 
our village and has written 
a fascinating account of his 
memories of living here between 
1936 and 1946. This is the 
second of several instalments.

The old forge in  
School Lane,  

now Forge House

The Ledbrook’s 
butchers/garage,
now the village stores



    What’s On
Available for hire 

Situated in the heart of the village, the hall 
is the ideal place to hold meetings, events, 

parties and family gatherings. 

The facilities include: main hall, meeting 
room, kitchen, toilets, electric piano,  

stage and microphone. 

For information, rates and booking  
please telephone 07501416221/ 01789 730514 

email smcoombes@btinternet.com
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As part of our Eco Schools 
programme and to raise 
funds, Snitterfield School 
now has a clothes recycling 
bin. It will take clean, 

wearable clothing and shoes (attached 
in pairs), handbags and belts, sheets, 
curtains and towels. Please place items in 
supermarket type bags with the handles 
tied in the bin at school. The school 
also has a scheme to recycle printer 
cartridges, DVDs and computer games in 
original boxes. 

Cinema in the Village Hall
If you would like to join our email 
circulation list to suggest films you 
would like to see, please contact 
Hilary and Ole Schmidt-Hansen,  
Tel: 731246.    
email: hilary@thegables.
spacomputers.com
Next cinema dates: 21 April: 
Hotel Transylvania 3pm, Great 
Expectations 7pm. 19 May, films 
TBC. 

RAG-TAG TODDLER GROUP

Monday morning in the 
Village Hall 10.00-11.45am. 

Open to all parents and carers 
with children 0-4 years. Wide 
range of toys and a friendly 

welcome. Do come along 
and meet us or, for more 

information, please contact 
Hilary Schmidt-Hansen.  

Tel: 731246

Snitterfield WI
Snitterfield WI is celebrating its 80th 
birthday this year and we’re going to 
put on an Arts and Crafts Exhibition in 
the Village Hall on Sunday 1 September, 
10.30-4pm. It will have demonstrations, 
things for the kids to do and, of course, 
tea and cakes. 
Snitterfield Garden Club
7 May ‘Secrets of Good Garden 
Photography’ by James Kerr. An evening 
presentation in the Village Hall by a 
well-known professional photographer 
whose work is illustrated in high class 
books. 
4 June An evening visit to Chivel Farm 
at Heythrop. This is a most beautiful 
garden, well worth a visit.
19 June Trip to two glorious 
Northampton gardens at Coton Manor 
and Cottesbrooke Hall, leaving at 
9.30am, returning for 6.30pm. Cost £15 
for coach and entrance to Coton Manor 
plus extra for Cottesbrooke, depending 
on RHS or HHA membership. 
2 July Celebration Supper at the Village 
Hall, celebrating 20 years of Garden 
Club. Background music by Retrojazz. 
Tickets £12.50, bring your own wine.
Non members are welcome to any of 
these meetings £4 or visits (see cost).
Parish Council Meetings
On the second Monday in the month, 
unless changed by the Council. See 
noticeboard on Smith’s Lane.
Snitterfield Actioning Climate 
Change
SACC meetings first Thursday each 
month in Village Hall, 8.00pm. Check 
www.snitterfieldacc.org for changes
Pilates Classes
If you are interested in joining a new 
Pilates Class at Snitterfield Village Hall 
on Fridays 9.30am to 10.30am please 
contact Helen on 01584 628264 or 
email: helen@eggington.com.  

Correction
A letter printed in Issue 31 paying 
tribute to Gerry Stammers, who recently 
stood down from the Parish Council, 
stated incorrectly that he had served on 
the council for 15 years. We have been 
asked to point out that apart from two 
years off, he has, in fact, served for 24 
years. Our apologies Gerry and thank 
you for all your hard work in the village.

Pamper Evening   Proceeds to Snitterfield Nursery        ‘Go on, treat yourself’

Tickets 
£2 at the 

door

Come and indulge yourself with one of the 
many beauty treatments available, shop at the 
fabulous stalls, or just enjoy drinks and a natter 
with friends. 
Stands include jewellery, handbags, cards and 
luxury gifts.
Wine, Pimms, tea, coffee and delicious cakes. 

   Wednesday 15 May at Snitterfield Village Hall from 7pm - 9:30pm 
   Info: Snitterfield Nursery Tel: 01789 731974

Snitterfield Neighbourhood 
Plan Questionnaire

Hopefully you will have received a 
neighbourhood plan questionnaire 
through your letterbox by now. It is 
important for the Parish Council to 
understand everyone’s wishes for the 
future of our neighbourhood. This is 
your opportunity to express your point 
of view about what is important to you 
and what facilities and developments 
you would like to see in our area.  

The deadline for the return of 
completed questionnaires is 14 April.  
Collection boxes are 
located at the village 
stores, sports club, 
St. James Church and 
Snitterfield Primary 
School. If you require 
any help completing 
the questionnaire or 
have any queries 
do not hesitate to 
contact me, or 
any of the other 
project group 
members.
Ole Schmidt-
Hansen
Tel: 731246


