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A lesson in 
marketing

At the end of the summer term Class 
Two at Snitterfield Primary School 
ran a farmers’ market on open day to 
raise funds for Friends of Snitterfield 
School, the school gardening club and 
Traidcraft. 

The children spent two days having 
lots of fun making items to sell. These 
included iced elderflower cordial, ragu 
sauce, local eggs in boxes decorated 
by the children and lavender bunches.

Potatoes, marigolds and lettuces, all 
grown by the children in the school 
garden club, were for sale, as were 
village strawberries, fresh bread 
baked by the children, cup cakes iced 
by them and tree cookie decorations 
made during forest school sessions 
– where the children learn outdoor 
skills.

The market was incredibly busy all 
afternoon and the children had a 
fantastic time, as well as learning 
about business.

If anybody in the village would like to 
help at garden club, where children 
are taught how to grow their own 
plants and vegetables, they would be 
very welcome. Please contact Hilary 
Schmidt-Hansen on 731246.

Primary school children sold 
the fruits of their labour at a 
summer farmers’ market

Top: the children of Class Two set out their stalls. Left: Amelie tempts 
visitors with village strawberries. Right: Jago and Evie do a fine trade in 
lavender bunches, tree cookie decorations and homemade ragu sauce

Snitterfield Village Hall
Sunday 1st September  10.30am - 4.00pm

Refreshments, Crafts, Local Exhibitors,
Demonstrations, Painting, Jewellery

Free Admission
To be opened by the Lord Lieutenant of Warwickshire

Presented by Snitterfield WI 80th Anniversay Celebration

Arts and Crafts Fair
In July five children from Snitterfield School Garden 
Club spent an afternoon at Ryton Organic Gardens at 
the Schools’ Champions Celebration event. We learnt 
all about bees and then made a wonderful bee hotel 
which we have hung up in our wildlife area at school. 
Bees are really important for pollination and without 
bees we wouldn’t have any flowers or crops for our 
food. Not all bees sting and when the bees visit our 
bee hotel hopefully they will lay eggs in the ends of 
the bamboo sticks which they will block up with mud 
so that the eggs are safe and can hatch and grow 
without wasps eating them. We had to hang our bee 
hotel off the ground so that badgers can’t reach and 
eat the bees.                      Ellie Davis & Eva Key



All change for the 
local election dates,
(and, if you are 
tempted, how to 
become a councillor)

Stratford District Council 
voted recently to change 
the ward boundaries, 
reduce the number of 
councillors from 52 to 36 
and ‘tie in’ the election 
dates with the Town and 
Parish election dates. The 
new system will commence 
in May 2015. The County 
Council elections will not be 

held at this time as legislation says they cannot be held at 
the same time as District Council elections. 

The Snitterfield ward will still have the current five parishes 
of Snitterfield, Charlecote, Fulbrook, Hampton Lucy and 
Wolverton, and Claverdon will be added. This will take the 
electorate from about 2,000 to approximately 3,000.
 
I will be standing down next May, having thoroughly 
enjoyed the learning experience at Stratford District 
Council. It has been a privilege to represent everyone and 
meet so many people. For those of you who might consider 
the role it is worth noting that you do get an allowance 
of £10 a day (after tax) ... but you are on call 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week and 365 days a year! The training 
is excellent, my colleagues have been hard working and 
dedicated and I will miss it.
 
Take a look at the SDC website to get a glimpse of the 
responsibilities our local government has. Darren Whitney 

(Darren.whitney@stratford-dc.gov.uk) is the officer in 
charge of elections. There is a huge choice of committees, 
dealing with planning, licensing, housing, audit, regulatory, 
overview and scrutiny, to name a few. At district level 
affiliation to a political party is one option, and you can 
contact their local offices. The independent route is also 
possible and you can contact any local independent 
councillor.
  
If you are thinking of joining the parish council then there 
is no political affiliation. Snitterfield Parish Council will 
continue to have six parish councillors when their elections 
are held in 2015. This is a very interesting, valuable, 
unpaid community role and is for a term of four years. For 
more information, please contact Darren Whitney or your 
local parish clerk Ian Wilkins (Ian.Wilkins@talktalk.net).

Motorised gliders

The legal challenge process over the planning permission 
for motorised gliders is continuing. As previously reported, 
it is accepted that the permission for motorised gliders 
granted in 2011 is legally flawed.
 
Essentially, the objections are that the environmental 
assessment was inadequate and the noise limit conditions 
imposed are unsatisfactory, unworkable and unenforceable. 
Discussions are on-going with SDC to find a satisfactory 
lasting resolution which will be recognised as fair by the 
local community.

I will keep you updated on developments.

Helen Hayter, District Councillor
email: Helen.Hayter@Stratford-dc.gov.uk

Tel: 01789 731388

After 16 years of dedicated service 
Richard Hobbs has retired from the 
County Council. I have been fortunate 
to win the confidence of the electorate 
to replace him. It is a reflection of 
Richard’s popularity and success as 
a councillor that I was able to bask 
in his shadow and enjoy an increase 
in the share of the popular vote 
when the Conservative Party suffered 
reverses nationwide.
 
The Government’s grant funding for 
the council is reducing and, while 
compensated for in cash terms by 
transfers of business rates, there is 
no allowance for the growth in the 
demands on the Council from adult 
social care and inward migration. We 
have recently started the budget-
setting process for the next four years 
and it is generally accepted that the 
council will have to radically change its 
service model if services are not to be 
severely reduced.
 
I have a small amount of money to 
award as grants within my division 
and I encourage anyone who thinks 
they have a community project that 

could benefit from £1,000 to apply via 
the county’s Stratford office: http://
www.warwickshire.gov.uk/wp-content/
uploads/2011/05/Application-Form-
and-Guidance-Notes.doc. 

Flooding of Bell and Bearley Brooks 
is a high priority for the Council and I 

hope that the county flooding engineer 
will be in a position to advise the 
Parish Council on a possible solution 
at the end of August.

John Horner, County Councillor
John.Horner@stratford-dc.gov.uk  

Tel: 01926 842068

Handing over 
the baton

Richard Hobbs, left, and John Horner helping 
to clear Bell Brook



I love these two pictures, not only because of the 
composition but also because of the story behind them. 
They were given to me by two different people at different 
times.

Presumably the picture on the left is the intended one. 
You can imagine the children being asked to sit properly: 
big girls on the seat with the smaller children on the grass 
in front. The formality of the pose was clearly too much 
for them and the result is the second picture, with all its 
spontaneity. These were clearly taken at the war memorial 
and it can be seen that the names of the World War Two 
men who lost their lives have not yet been added. This and 
the age of the children at the time suggests the picture 
was taken around 1939.                                              

Bob Foster

Back: Jean Kelland, Eileen ?, Kathleen Ingram 
(née Loach), Vera Kelland, Pam Heritage

Front: Pete Kelland, Margaret Loach, Rex 
Heritage, Marjorie Kelland

Candid camera

Good report for village nursery
Following a recent change to the Early Years 
curriculum, Snitterfield Nursery Ltd, our local not-for 
profit social enterprise, almost immediately underwent 
an Ofsted inspection. We are delighted with the 
outcome, which was ‘Good’, and the manager was 
informed by the inspector that had they been inspected 
under the former standards they would have received 
the ‘Outstanding’ grade! 

The report is available at the nursery for anyone who 
wishes to read it. There was praise for the great work 
that has been in place all year so that children make 
good progress in all areas and are well prepared for the 
next stage of their learning. The inspector commented 
that the children clearly benefit from the one-to-one 
interaction which supports their confidence and self-
esteem. She noted that parents are fully involved 
in children’s learning and praised the children’s 
good behaviour, which she said was due to staff’s 
consistent praise and encouragement.The directors 
would like to thank all the staff who continually work 
so hard to provide such an excellent start to our little 
ones’ education. All enquires for registration can be 
addressed to the nursery, 01789 731974, mobile 
07415593602 or email ceb@snitterfieldnursery.co.uk. 

Amanda Reilly (Chairperson)

Are you a dog or cat lover?
The Animal Rescue and Rehabilitation 
Society (TARRS) are looking for foster 

carers. Our aim is to rescue and rehabilitate 
animals in the Warwickshire area: strays, 

animals with behaviour problems and those 
that can no longer be looked after by their 

owners. We’d love to hear from you if: 
you can commit to minimum six months’ 

fostering; you’ll not need to leave the dog 
or cat alone for more than four hours; 

you have a secure garden and either own 
the home or have landlord’s permission; 
you’d be willing to do some training or 
behavioural work (with TARRS’ help) to 
prepare the dog or cat for rehoming eg 

house training, crate training, lead training. 
We can be found at www.TARRS.org.uk or 
email tarrs_volunteer1@hotmail.co.uk for 
more information on the role. The website 

can also be used to make donations: 
without them we will not be able to 

continue rescuing dogs and cats.



Dodging the showers in the Fete’s Dodge City   
Despite missing the heatwave the village fete was a 
resounding success, with the sports field transformed into 
a scene from the Wild West. Many thanks to all involved 
for making the day one to remember. There are already 
some wonderful attractions planned for next year’s fete on 
22 June so put the date in your diary. If you would like to 
get involved with organising it or helping on the day please 
contact Nicola Matthews (nmatthews1@btinternet.com) or 
Gaye Hillier (leeandgayehillier@yahoo.co.uk).

Those of you travelling along the A46 on your way to or from 
Snitterfield, near the turning into Gospel Oak Lane, may well have 
glimpsed a spectacular example of the hedgelayer’s skill as you 
drive past.

This wonderful 50 metre stretch of hedge is the handiwork of Harry 
Terry, 87, from Brickyard Farm in the village. Earlier this spring he 
was often to be seen hard at work on the verge with a range of 
traditional tools, clearing, tidying and pleaching (see below).

Hedgelaying is the traditional way of managing hedges but it 
began to fall into decline after the Second World War. By the 
1960s hedges were declining at an alarming rate but thanks to the 
efforts of individuals like Harry, and organisations like the National 
Hedgelaying Society, the skills survive for another generation. 

The theory behind laying a hedge is easy, but the practice is 
much harder – requiring skill, experience and hard work. It is a 
country craft that has been practised for hundreds of years to 
form livestock-proof barriers and help protect crops. Nowadays, 
of course, it also provides a haven for wildlife and creates a 
visually pleasing field boundary. Harry explains: ‘Left unmanaged 
a hedgerow will continue to grow upwards and outwards and will 
eventually become just a line of trees. This is a hazel hedge and 
a large part of the skill in managing it is in knowing how much of 
the stems to cut through as you lay them down along the line of 
the hedge to make sure they stay alive. These stems are known as 
pleachers, and the process known as pleaching: I tend to cut them 
quite low to encourage strong growth at the bottom of the hedge.’ 
Stakes are then placed along the line of the hedge to give it its 
strength. 

‘You can work on the hedges any month with an R in it’ Harry adds. 
‘When the birds start nesting and the wild flowers come out you 
need to leave them to it. I hope to get the last bit of the hedge for 
this field finished next year.’ 

Andy Hopkinson

Snitterfield’s 
Hedgerow Hero



I’m writing this in July during the 
heatwave. After a cold and late 
spring we finally have such high 
temperatures we can enjoy sitting 
in the garden until late in the 
evenings. Our garden is bursting 
with life, as long as we keep 
watering. In the late evenings 
we see bats and hedgehogs, and 
during the day there are whole 
families of Long-tailed Tits, Blue 

Tits, Great Tits, Dunnocks, Greenfinches, House Sparrows, 
Jackdaws and Starlings moving through the garden, with 
the adults showing their young where to find food. 

Down by the village ponds there are goslings, ducklings 
of Mallard and Tufted Duck, as well as Moorhen and Coot 
families. It is a hard time for the young birds to learn to 
fend for themselves and many don’t survive their first 
weeks out of the nest. We were in Canada a month ago 
and there was a fledgling bird of prey that kept calling for 
the parent birds, but they had obviously left him. After two 
days the young bird started attacking a heron in mid air, 
definitely not an easy prey. I don’t think the young bird 
survived.

Walking through Snitterfield early this morning I saw 
another new bird species for the village – a Common Tern 
flying overhead. I’m not sure where the nearest nesting 
terns are. However, it is always nice to see that the list of 
about 100 species is still growing. The many birds indicate 
great biodiversity for a village like ours. We are surrounded 
by agricultural land and far from the sea or any large lake 

or river. There are the very common birds like Blackbird, 
Robin, Wren, Woodpigeon, Goldfinch and House Sparrow. 
But every now and then we have something rarer paying a 
visit, birds like Wryneck, Peregrine Falcon, Grey Partridge 
and Twite. Then there are birds that are rare here but more 

common elsewhere, such as Red Kite, Common Sandpiper, 
Goosander, Snipe and Teal.
 
The many flowers in the garden attract interesting and 
beautiful insects like butterflies, bees and beetles. I see 
a lot of gardening that I should be doing, but then I 
remember that the wildlife prefers a garden that is a bit 
messy and not perfectly neat. I think I’ll take a nap in the 
hammock instead. Enjoy the summer…

Claes Martenson
claber57@btinternet.com

Real
Twitter

Common Tern

Summer: a tern for the better

Dodging the showers in the Fete’s Dodge City   



130 members from neighbouring villages and nearby 
towns. Plant stalls, refreshments and a raffle increase 
funds as well as the fete stall, which this year raised £271. 
Speakers cover a wide range of topics from practical 
gardening to the history of gardens. We also enjoy garden 
day visits and even holidays. We are affiliated to the Royal 
Horticultural Society. 

There have been so many memorable moments: Rosie 
Parker discussing her wiggly carrot problem on BBC 
Gardeners’ World; Roddy Llewellyn’s visit attended by 
record breaking audience; closely followed by Chris 

Beardshaw’s recent talk. The front row of seats filling first 
when ‘The Naked Gardener’ Barbara Pollard visited us 
and the visit to Highgrove, home to Prince Charles, on a 
very wet but very special day. We could fill several Snipe 
editions with our events but why don’t you come and  
join us! 

The AGM is on Tuesday 3 September at 7.30pm in the 
Village Hall, followed by the Produce Show. Schedules for 
this will be on village noticeboards, in The Link and on 
www.snitterfieldgardenclub.org.

Margaret Tweed

‘The love of gardening is a seed once 
sown that never dies’, Gertrude Jekyll.

On a summer evening in July, 
the Village Hall looked wonderful, 
decked with bunting and chic table 
decorations. Jazz rhythms welcomed 

Snitterfield Garden Club members to a very special 20th 
anniversary celebration party. 

Twenty years ago when the seed of the village garden 
club was sown, membership was modest, speakers were 
local, and outside visits to nearby gardens were made. 
During the summers we enjoyed ‘Garden Crawls’ around 
members’ gardens followed by light refreshments. It was 
also decided to hold a fun produce show. Richard Bloxham, 
a much loved resident and legendary gardener, presented 
the Challenge Cup, now awarded to the overall winner 
of Produce and Flowers. Since then the Club has been 
presented with the Richard Bloxham Cup (awarded for 
Collection of five different vegetables), Vic Rawlings Rose 
Cup, Gilmour Dahlia Cup, Gilmour Cup for Best Entry in 
Show, Photography Trophy and Chairman’s Trowel for the 
most innovative entry in the children’s section. 

As years went by, village garden clubs began to flounder as 
there was competition from the media. Gardening became 
a very popular pastime and TV gardening presenters 
constantly appeared in our living rooms and often on the 
same Tuesday evenings as garden club. What a challenge!
We took a gamble, dug our heels in and invited the media 
stars to visit us in Snitterfield ... at a cost. 

We have still managed to maintain a low membership 
subscription of £10 a year which covers speaker fees, 
hall rents and secretary expenses, but we rely on the 
goodwill of a very hardworking committee. We now have 

How does The Green 
Deal benefit you?

Winners Tim Dronsfield (left) and Bruce Newsom 
(right) being presented with cheques for £100 from 
Duncan Parker, Chair of SACC with Rupert Waldron 
from SolarTech. Two prizes of £100 each were up 
for grabs through the SACC LED lighting campaign. 
Tim said: ‘There aren’t too many things we can do 
to reduce the carbon footprint of our house as it is 
a listed building, but fitting LED lighting was a quick 
and easy way to make a contribution’. The £100 will 
be used to pay for the installation of super-efficient 
LED lighting through the campaign. Replacing one 
halogen bulb with an LED equivalent can save £140 
by the time you have to replace the bulb. For a free 
lighting survey and report on how much you could 
save contact local business SolarTech Energy on 
01789 730475 or info@solartechenergy.co.uk. 

In order to achieve targets for greenhouse 
gas emissions, the Government has set 
legally binding carbon budgets. The Green 
Deal has been introduced in order to make 
our homes, communities and workplaces 
more energy efficient. It is a new way to 
pay for energy-saving home improvements 

including insulation, double glazing, condensing boilers, 
solar panels and heat pumps. The cost of these is applied 
to your utility bill over time so that home owners and 
tenants can spread the payment over several years. 

The measure you install should never cost more than 
what you will save on your energy bills. This is known as 
the Golden Rule. The Green Deal is new and as such has 
experienced teething problems so care should be taken 
when choosing your Green Deal assessor. Next year, 
when the process has become more settled, Snitterfield 
Actioning Climate Change is planning to launch an initiative 
based on the Green Deal.For more information please visit 
the SACC website. www.snitterfieldacc.org.

Duncan Parker

Mighty oaks from 
little acorns grow



During the Second World War the 
senior boys from Warwick School were 
sent in the afternoons to help farmers 
and growers with harvesting their 
crops. I had quite a selection of duties 
including fruit picking at Corsers 
Farm in Kings Lane: strawberries, 
raspberries, currants, greengages, 
plums and apples. Pea picking was 
followed by potatoes and sprouts in 
Norton Lindsey.

Another job was cutting the thistles in 
the fields. It was 
done with a kind 
of long-handled 
hoe called a spud.  
In Sussex, where 
I now live, they 
have a rhyme 
about spudding,

Spud them in May,
They are up next 
day.
Spud them in June,
They come back 
soon.
Spud them in July,
They will soon die.

Haymaking and 
harvest time was 
always very busy 
on the farms as 
there was not so 
much in the way 
of mechanical 
aids. Horses were 
still used and 
manpower was 
essential. For 
me it was mainly 
at Glebe Farm, 
Wolverton Road, 
owned by the Keen family (where my 
daughter Susan now lives). Before 
the days of the combine harvester, 
the binder did the cutting and threw 
out the sheaves, where they were put 
into stooks to dry. After some time the 
sheaves were thrown on to a cart and 
taken to the rickyard for threshing. 
More heaving by fork from cart to the 
travelling thresher. 

Mr Bowley, who owned the thresher, 
travelled from farm to farm as 
required. My job sometimes was to 

be on the top to cut the string on the 
sheaf with a large, curved-bladed 
knife before it was thrown in.  This 
was before the days of health and 
safety rules and regulations and was 
quite dangerous work. Mr Bowley 
knew all about this as he had lost an 
arm after falling in the machine. You 
quickly learned to keep your arms 
covered and not to wear shorts, as the 
dry straw could cut you badly.

I also helped on the Bloxham’s Farm.  
I think it was called Radcote, on Kings 
Lane. They had a large family and 
I recall after a day’s harvest, when 
many rabbits had been caught, we 
sat in the kitchen around a very large 
scrubbed table watching Mrs Bloxham 
come in with a gigantic rabbit pie 
with a thick short pastry crust.  What 
better for a hungry family?

A lot of the houses had a pigsty in the 
garden (School 
House on School 
Lane had two, but 
no pigs). During 
wartime you would 
be allowed to keep 
a pig, provided the 
bacon and ham 
ration coupons 
were cancelled.  
Pigs were usually 
killed in March and 
October and had 
to be slaughtered 
by a licensed man 
who came from 
Hampton Lucy on 
his bicycle. His 
name was Jack 
Newman. Apart 
from his fee he 
would ask for a 
crate of brown ale 
for his services.

Food was very 
important and 
obviously very 
scarce between 
1939 and 1945. 
There was 
rationing of 
course: meat, 

bacon, eggs, cheese, butter, tea, lard 
and margarine. If a household had 
surplus of fruit from their garden it 
was possible to take it to Stratford to 
a canning factory called, ‘Sona’ run by 
the Joseph family. It would be canned 
and came back to the household for 
future consumption.

Who remembers the swimming pool?  
This was approached from The Green 
up a short lane alongside the old 
Co-op and across the fields. An old, 
very tatty brick built pool, was fed 

by a spring. The scout group used to 
clear it in the summer as it was full of 
weeds, scum, frogs, newts and many 
other nasty things. The next step was 
to block up the drainage hole, taking 
out the bung for the spring to fill it up.  
The water was hence not very clean 
and icy cold. I imagine it has long 
since been filled in as it would be a 
death trap.

The important residential properties 
were Welcombe, Park House, owned 
by the Hawksworth family, Elmdon, 
nearly opposite in Church Lane (now 
demolished), occupied by Mr Pearson, 
and The Wolds on The Green, owned 
by a Birmingham businessman called 
Mr de Lisle. Park House had a private 
path which ran along the south side 
of Church Road to the church. Mr 
Hawksworth’s family sat in the front 
row on the right hand side and he 
always read the lesson. 

Pews were allocated to the family or 
properties. In the second pew were 
Mr and Mrs Pearson, then Doctor 
Sutcliffe, then the Pryce family in 
pew number four. The vicars were 
Rev Packard and Rev Pelham Burton. 
They also covered services at 
Bearley Church. On special occasions 
the choirs of both churches would 
combine. I have very happy memories 
and sang solo many times in the choir 
and was also a bellringer.

Brian Pryce

The life of Brian
Brian Pryce was born in School 
House in 1930 and grew up in 
Snitterfield. He is a treasure 
trove of wonderful stories about 
our village and has written 
a fascinating account of his 
memories of living here between 
1936 and 1946. This is the third 
of several instalments.

Regarding the memories of Clyde 
Higgs Farm in the Snipe Winter 
2012 issue [Life of Brian page 4]. 
As a young child in Snitterfield 
during the harsh winter of 1947 
I can never remember my 
family being let down with their 
delivery. Also, during 1963 (a 
similar winter) Miss Creak, the 
then owner of the farm, battled 
through the snow and personally 
delivered the milk to my mother 
so we would not be let down. 
There’s service for you! To put 
Miss Creak’s generosity into 
perspective, she allowed the 
workers to buy their cottages well 
below the market value. Pool View 
in Church Lane was one of the 
workers’ cottages.

Joy Sheasby

Miss Elizabeth Creak inherited 
the farm from her uncle, Clyde 
Higgs, in 1963. She became 
the first female chairman of 
the Warwickshire branch of the 
National Farmers’ Union in 1980 
and lived in Snitterfield and ran 
the 3,000 acre Hatton Rock Estate 
until 1981, when the majority of 
the farm was sold and she moved 
to Stratford.

Brian, 
aged eight



    Come and  
      join the 
      great 
   adventure!

    What’s On Available for hire 

Situated in the heart of the village, the hall 
is the ideal place to hold meetings, events, 

parties and family gatherings. 

The facilities include: main hall, meeting 
room, kitchen, toilets, electric piano,  

stage and microphone. 

For information, rates and booking  
please telephone 07501416221/ 01789 730514 

email smcoombes@btinternet.com

SNITTERFIELD 
Village Hall

SNIPE is produced and distributed by volunteers with the help of additional funding from Snitterfield Parish Council and the Fete 
Committee. Editors Sally and Andy Hopkinson, tel 01789 731852, email: info@sallyhopkinson.co.uk. The views expressed in 
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As part of our Eco 
Schools programme 
and to raise funds, 
Snitterfield School 
now has a clothes 
recycling bin. It will 

take clean, wearable clothing and 
shoes (attached in pairs), handbags 
and belts, sheets, curtains and towels. 
Please place items in supermarket 
type bags with the handles tied in 
the bin at school. The school also 
has a scheme to recycle printer 
cartridges, DVDs and computer games 
in original boxes. 

Cinema in the Village Hall
If you would like to join our email 
circulation list to suggest films you 
would like to see, please contact 
Hilary and Ole Schmidt-Hansen,  
Tel: 731246. email: hilary@
thegables.spacomputers.com
Next cinema dates: 22 September 
(A Turtle’s Adventure: Sammy’s 
Great Escape 3pm, Song for Marion 
7pm); 20 October; 17 November;  
22 December.

RAG-TAG TODDLER GROUP

Monday morning in the 
Village Hall 10.00-11.45am. 

Open to all parents and carers 
with children 0-4 years. Wide 
range of toys and a friendly 

welcome. Do come along 
and meet us or, for more 

information, please contact 
Hilary Schmidt-Hansen.  

Tel: 731246

Snitterfield WI
Snitterfield WI is celebrating its 80th 
birthday this year and we’re going to 
put on an Arts and Crafts Exhibition in 
the Village Hall on Sunday 1 September, 
10.30-4pm. It will have demonstrations, 
things for the kids to do and, of course, 
tea and cakes. 
Snitterfield Garden Club
3 September 7.30pm: AGM and 
Produce Show.
Parish Council Meetings
On the second Monday in the month, 
unless changed by the Council. See 
noticeboard on Smith’s Lane.
Snitterfield Actioning Climate 
Change
SACC meetings first Thursday each 
month in Village Hall, 8.00pm. Check 
www.snitterfieldacc.org for changes

Club broadband
You may not know, but the parish 
council provides a broadband 
connection at the sports club for 
the village inhabitants. The service 
is free, except for the payment of 
a 50p temporary guest fee to the 
sports club for non-members. 

The club is open daily from 7.00pm 
to 11.00pm and 12.00 noon to 
11.00pm at weekends. A laptop is 
available to use on the premises.

Ken Chatland

1st Bearley and Snitterfield Scout 
Group continues to grow from 
strength to strength and our young 
people’s numbers just keep going up 
and up. Activities recently enjoyed 
include camping, baking, hiking, and 
reptile handling! 

In June, the annual AGM recognised 
the achievement of many local young 
people who had gained their Bronze 
(Beavers), Silver (Cubs), and Gold 
(Scouts) Awards, the highest award 
that may be gained in each particular 
section. 

The enthusiastic leadership team is 
headed up by Group Scout Leader 
Samantha Smith. She would love to 
hear from anyone interested in joining 
the team to ensure scouting can 
continue in Snitterfield and Bearley. 
There are many roles within the 
group, both with children and as part 
of the Group Executive committee. 
Samantha can be contacted 
on 01789 731865 or by e-mail 
bearleyandsnitterfield@gmail.com.

The Guide Dogs National Breeding Centre 
offers tours for individuals or
groups of two to 50. Ideal for families, 
social groups or companies planning
a team-building outing. Located close to 
Leamington Spa, within easy
access from the M40. Tours take place on 

Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons and Friday mornings. In addition there 
are a limited number of Saturday tours during the summer.

As well as learning about the work carried out at the National Breeding
Centre – who supply all of the guide dog pups throughout the UK – and
seeing pups, you can experience our sensory tunnel and purchase gifts
in the shop. 

If you would like to organise a visit telephone 0845 3727432 or email 
nbcvisitors@guidedogs.org.uk. See our website for further details:
www.guidedogs.org.uk/aboutus/national-breeding-centre/visit-the-nbc/
(Registered Charity No. 209617).

Puppy love


