
Ambitious plans to preserve and 
extend sporting facilities in the 
village have been unveiled.

The £850,000 proposal includes building a new combined 
pavilion and clubhouse on the site of the recreation field, 
funded largely by the sale of land adjacent to the bowling 
green. This land will be developed into nine houses.

The Snitterfield Sports Club Development Committee, made 
up of representatives of the tennis, cricket, bowls and football 
clubs, as well as directors of the Snipe Bar at the Clubhouse, 
will put the plans on show at the Village Hall on Thursday  
7 April for public consultation.

Plans include a number of options, with the Sports Club’s 
favoured one being to build the combined clubhouse and 

pavilion on the site of the existing pavilion, and relocate the 
tennis courts to the recreation field. The existing clubhouse will 
be demolished and the land, including the car park, will be sold 
for a housing development of three three-bedroom houses and 
six two-bedroom.

‘This is the club’s preferred option,’ said Richard Yendall, 
member of the Sports Club and Development Sub-Committee. 
‘Indeed, we believe it is the only viable option that
secures the long-term future of the club. The sale of the land 
would provide funding for this option and by consolidating 
the club’s facilities on the recreation ground, we have the 
potential to create an idyllic family-friendly club with high-
quality facilities near to and easily accessible by people from 
the village. The club would be more financially stable and could 
support many more activities than at present. The most logical 
location for the new clubhouse, pavilion and car park is in the 
south east corner, where the current pavilion and car park are 
located, with the likely position for the tennis courts in the 
southwest corner, which is well-screened and largely unused 
at present. As a result, the vast majority of the field would 
remain as an open green field.’

Currently, the freehold site on the Wolverton Road has a 

clubhouse, tennis/netball courts, a bowling green and car 
parking. Across the road the club uses and maintains the 
Parish Council-owned recreation field, which has a cricket 
square, two junior football pitches and a pavilion with changing 
facilities. But, given the state of the current facilities, a decline 
in bar revenues and the difficulties in managing the club and 
attracting new members the Sports Club believes its future is 
not sustainable unless significant changes are made.
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Kicking off a new era at 
Snitterfield Sports Club

The Sports Club believes its future 
is not sustainable unless significant 
changes are made



Neighbourhood 
Development Plan Update
Work on the draft Neighbourhood Development Plan 
has been continuing and is now nearing completion. By 
necessity it is a long and complex task as, once adopted, 
it will become a legally binding document and will be used 
by Stratford District Council (SDC) in determining planning 
applications. It will also set out a vision for the future of the 
village and neighbourhood.

During April we anticipate that the draft plan will be 
submitted to SDC for an initial review. Following that, 
towards the end of April or early May, there will be an Open 
Day in the Village Hall to launch the formal six-week public 
consultation period with residents and statutory bodies. 
This is your opportunity to review the draft plan and make 
comments or suggestions about its content. Keep an eye 
open for posters advertising the Open Day and consultation 
period.

After the consultation period, feedback will be reviewed and 
updates will be made as appropriate. The plan will then be 
formally submitted to SDC who will appoint an independent 
inspector to review the plan to check that it meets the 
relevant national and European obligations and is in 
conformity with the SDC Core Strategy. The inspector may 
recommend certain amendments to be made, but if he/
she is satisfied with the plan it will proceed to a referendum 
which will be arranged by SDC. Anybody registered to vote 
in the Neighbourhood Plan area will be entitled to vote. 
A simple majority of over 50 per cent of those voting in 
favour of the plan is sufficient for the plan to be adopted.

We hope to see you at the open day.

Ole Schmidt-Hansen, 
Chair, Neighbourhood Development Plan Group.

Core Strategy
At the start of the year Government Planning 
Inspector Pete Drew reopened the public 
examination into the Council’s Core Strategy following a 
number of proposed modifications that had been made in line 
with his interim conclusions, published 15 March. A great deal 
of work had been undertaken throughout February, particularly 
by members of the two Planning Committees (of which I am 
one), which has enabled the Inspector to report back with a 
consolidated version of the Core Strategy that brings together 
all the modifications proposed by the Council during the public 
examination.

The only exception is a proposed modification to policy 
CS.18, where the Inspector has expressed concern over the 
proposed wording. There is an ongoing dialogue between the 
Inspector and the Council to agree this and to understand the 
justification for change, all of which will be made public as 
soon as possible. 

The council has agreed to undertake what should be its 
final six-week consultation on the Inspector’s preliminary 
indications as to the main modifications that he considers 
are required in order to make the plan sound and capable of 
adoption. This consultation will be between 31 March and 12 
May. In his most recent update, the Inspector has indicated 
that he is minded to find the plan sound, subject to the 
consultation on the final modifications.

Taking into account the need to consider any responses to the 
consultation, Pete Drew is targeting June 2016 to publish his 
final report. This would allow the Council to adopt the Core 
Strategy shortly thereafter. 

2016/17 Financial Budget
At the recent full council meeting on 29 February members 
were presented with and voted on the financial budget 
for the year ahead. For a number of years members have 
successfully managed to reduce the cost of services provided 
to residents whilst at the same time maintaining the standard 
of that service to the highest level. In the last six years we 
have successfully managed to freeze council tax rates and in 
2012/13 members even managed to reduce the level of tax 
paid by residents by one per cent. Reductions in Government 
funding have meant that this year an increase is unavoidable. 
As a result members have agreed to a £5 increase for Band D
properties. That represents an increase of 3.9 per cent on 
your local authority council tax, which is in line with figures 
recommended by Central Government.

In order to maintain this low level of tax, a number of other 
savings have been required, particularly with further cuts 
in funding that are likely in the next few years. The most 
significant saving has been achieved through a restructuring 
of the senior management team that will provide an annual 
saving of over £100,000. This restructure will take effect from 
31 March 2016.

Further budget announcements include:
• Continued support towards the Community Transport 

Scheme
• Capital to support the next phase of the broadband BDUK 

programme
• Funding to meet the demands of the Disabled Facilities 

Grants
• Funding to upgrade IT equipment and services
• Undertake further strategic budget review to investigate 

further savings
• Support to both the Coventry and Warwickshire LEP and 

the West Midlands Combined Authority

Peter Richards
Peter.Richards@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Mobile: 07912 410375

Cake, coffee and chat at 
the new Community Café
After its launch in February a new initiative in the village 
continues in April when Snitterfield Village Hall hosts the next 
Community Café between 2 and 4pm on Sunday 10 April. A 
range of stalls will be offering eggs, bread, vegetable boxes, 
cake, Fair Trade produce, Woodland Kitchen foods, cards, 
artwork, pottery and jewellery. Ten per cent of sales revenue is 
donated to SACC to help reduce the village’s carbon footprint.

The Community Cafe is a resource intended to encourage 
community interaction over a cuppa and cake, and as an 
ongoing pleasure for the village. It promotes cooperative 
sales of local goods and 
displays information 
leaflets. Anyone can have 
a table for sales or display, 
without commitment for 
a donation of just ten 
per cent of your sales. 
The Community Cafe is 
sponsored and supported 
by SACC and normally 
takes place on the first 
Sunday of the month (it is 
a week later in April only). 

Just call in if you’d like 
to arrange this at next 
month’s café!

See poster on page 8 for 
more details.

News from your 
District Councillor



Snitterfield Nursery School is delighted to announce 
the appointment of our NEW Project Leader Isabel 
Martinson, to take its plans for a new building to the 
next stage. 
Isabel has many years of experience in leading and 
developing similar projects with enthusiasm and 
drive to get the job done. She is now looking for a 
team to help her.

Make a Difference
Be part of the New Building Project for Snitterfield Nursery

...Have you got a couple of hours or maybe half an hour from time to time? 

...Are you familiar with building projects, fundraising, preschools, or simply      
   have community spirit? 
Interested in making a difference with Isabel? Go on, you know you are...

Isabel Martinson

Interested? Contact Isabel by
telephone 07767 888944 or
email isabel.martinson@yahoo.co.uk

On her appointment Isabel said, ‘I’m really excited about this 
project. The new building will be an asset to the village and become 
part of the community for years to come. You could be part of it.’

Dear Editor,

May I, through the pages of Snipe, be allowed to take 
this opportunity to formally thank all those friends and 
neighbours - residents and ex-residents of the village - who 
have helped to raise my spirits with their acts of kindness 
during my recent period of enforced immobility.

Their thoughfulness and generosity in sending cards, making 
personal visits, sending ‘rations’ such as jam, cakes and 
biscuits, delivering newspapers or providing 
transport is greatly appreciated. They know 
who they are and I am very grateful.

What a wonderful, supportive community 
we live in. Is there a better village in the 
county, nay the country?

Jon Cooksey

Snitterfield sports 
club goes greener

Over the past few years efforts have been 
made to reduce the sports club’s energy 
consumption. Given the age and structure 

of the building this is not straightforward but improvements 
have been made. 

Most recently the club has changed electricity supplier, 
choosing to buy 100 per cent renewable electricity. This switch 
has cut the club’s carbon footprint by 24 per cent. Through 
SACC and Western Power grant funding, the club has also 
recently benefited from new A+ rated appliances including 
a new oven, fridge, freezer and bottle chiller. The club is 
committed to using environmentally friendly janitorial supplies 
and recycled paper products.

Previous improvements include insulating where possible, 
draught proofing, LED lighting and installation of an advanced 
heating control programmer, which are all part of the club’s 
ongoing commitment to sustainability and reduction of energy 
bills.

Vikki Parker
SACC representative Sports Club Committee

This really is a lovely village to live in. There always seems to 
be something going on, whether it be an event in the village 
hall, school or the sports club, the annual fireworks, a film 
at the village cinema, a meeting of the many local societies, 
sporting activies and the village fete.

While we all enjoy being residents of such an active and 
pretty village it is easy to forget that there is an army of 
mostly unpaid volunteers beavering away in the background, 
without which none of this would happen. And the philanthropy 
extends beyond events, such as the folks who tend the 
colourful planters around the village, visit elderly and poorly 
neighbours, organise litter picks and volunteer at the school.

Recently the mature lime tree in the childrens’ playground off 
The Green was due to be felled. The fence had been damaged 
by children climbing the tree and the Parish Council felt it could 
not afford to continue repairing it. Vikki Parker read about this 
in the Parish Council minutes and decided to save this lovely 
old tree. Her husband Duncan’s company supplied and fitted 

Snitterfield’s good Samaritans
a fence at less than cost price (which worked out the same 
cost as the felling charge) and the tree was saved for future 
generations - see photo below. Amongst many other good 
Samaritans is Maureen MacDonald, who deadheads all the 
daffodils by the war memorial. She did this off her own bat the 
year after they were planted and has continued to do it every 
year since. Because of her thoughfulness the bulbs are thriving 
and are there for us all to enjoy.

There are countless other people in the village who deserve to 
be given a big pat on the back, so if you would like to email us 
with a paragraph about them we would love to hear from you.

Ed

Vikki Parker has compiled a volunteer’s list as mentioned in 
previous editions of Snipe. Volunteers are contacted a couple 
of times a year when help is needed at events in the village. If 
you would like to join the growing group please email Vikki at 
www.snitterfieldvolunteers@gmail.com. 



courts would be constructed. The bowling green would remain 
in its current location, with toilet facilities added. 

The existing car park on the recreation field would be extended 
and improved, and the project also offers the opportunity to 
incorporate an upgraded children’s play area plus facilities to 
interest older children. The new clubhouse would incorporate 
attractive outdoor seating and offer match day
refreshments, creating a 
pleasant family environment 
for the village to enjoy.

The cost of the project 
is estimated at around 
£850,000. The majority of 
funding would come from the 
sale of some of the club’s land 
where the clubhouse and car 
park arecurrently situated. 
Based on expert advice, the 
club believes the site could 
accommodate nine properties, 
raising around £808,000. Any 
funding shortfall could be met 
through a combination of club 
funds, donations, sponsorship 
and grants.

The club has looked in some 
detail at various alternative 
options, but feels that 
having facilities split across 
two sites has some major 
disadvantages. For instance, 
children would have no green 

‘The Lord’s Servant’ in Snitterfield
The Mystery of William  
Enwright Liesching

distinguished career involving numerous official posts in 
Ceylon, had risen to become the British Government’s 
Agent in the Western Provinces. ‘Layards Broadway’ in 
Colombo was named after him. Several generations of 
William’s family had held the levers of British imperial 
power and influence in south Asia for decades by the time 
William was born.

The 1881 Census records that William – then 14 – was 
living with his great aunt Henrietta Edwards (66) at 
Hensleigh Cottage Tiverton in Devon- she was ‘living on 
interest of money’ - along with two of her nieces, a further 
six great nieces and nephews, a governess and four 
servants. William had been sent home to attend Blundell’s 
School in Devon, which he did between October 1880 and 
Christmas 1884. It appears he was good at sports and 
turned out for the 1st XV rugby team at full back in 1884. 

Little further is known about him until he married Matilda 
Browning in Ceylon on 27 April 1896. The marriage was 
tragically brief. Matilda died - aged 33 - on 6 August 1897 
in Chilaw. Now a widower William – occupation ‘planter’ 
- sailed alone from Colombo aboard the Dunottar Castle 
bound for Britain, arriving in London on 6 September 
1898. Sometime between the end of 1898 and early 
1911 William moved to Warwickshire and began to live 
in Snitterfield but what was he doing here and why 
Snitterfield? Did he have family here? Had he suffered 
some breakdown as a result of the death of his wife? Was 
he searching for a purer, more simple life and following 
in the spiritual footsteps of his maternal great great 
grandfather, the Very Rev Charles Peter Layard (1749-
1803), Dean of Bristol Cathedral and Vicar of St. Martin’s-
in-the-Fields and publisher of several essays such as his 
Seatonian prize winning treatise on ‘Charity’ in 1773.

Although living alone in Snitterfield in 1911, William met 
and married Margaret Evelyn McNair (the McNairs were 

‘By developing improved facilities in the right location, we 
believe the club can be transformed into a superb community 
asset,’ Richard added.

‘Both the Sports Club and the Parish Council recognise the 
need for a development scheme to replace the existing 
clubhouse and pavilion with improved facilities. By undertaking 
this project, we believe we will not only secure the long-term 

future of the club but also generate a whole host of benefits 
for the community that residents can be proud of.’

Over the past few years, the club has undertaken a detailed 
assessment of its options. It believes that the best solution is 
to build the new combined clubhouse and pavilion on the
recreation field, in place of the existing pavilion. New tennis 

Continued from page 1

When 63-year-old local census enumerator Edwin Elvis of 
Ingleside, Wolverton approached the two-room caravan parked 
on open ground off Church Road, somewhere in the vicinity 
of the ancient oak opposite Holly Lodge, in early April 1911, 
I wonder if he had any inkling of the colourful colonial past of 
the occupant or that he was about to collect a document which 
would sow the seeds of a village ‘mystery’ with which to tease 
future historians? 

The sole inhabitant of the caravan was a 45-year-old widower 
called William Enwright Liesching, who claimed on his census 
return that he had been born in Ceylon – now Sri Lanka – and 
was a ‘retired tea planter’ living on ‘small private means’. Even 
given these few scraps of census information, Liesching’s past 
and his personal circumstances then seemed very far removed 
from those of the average Snitterfield resident at the time. So 
why was a man with his background living in a caravan in a 
field, given that he left a small fortune in his will when he died 
in 1926? And why was it that by 1918 – by then remarried - 
he was still living in Snitterfield as an ‘itinerant preacher’ and 
giving his former profession as ‘The Lord’s Servant’?

William Liesching’s story was far more complex than Edwin 
Elvis could ever have imagined when he picked up his form in 
1911, touching on British imperial power, personal tragedy, 
faith and mystery. Born in Batticaloa, East Ceylon, William 
was the youngest of seven children of Charles Ferdinand 
Henry Louis Leisching - born Cape Town 1833 - and Louisa 
Sophia Layard – born Colombo 1858. William’s maternal 
great grandfather was Charles Edward Layard (1786 - 1852) 
who had migrated to Ceylon in 1804, where he took up 
an appointment as the Second Assistant to the Agent of 
Revenue in Jaffna. His son - William’s maternal grandfather 
- was Sir Charles Peter Layard, KCMG, who, after a long and 



quite a well-known Tiverton family, many members of which 
were staunch pacifists) in Croydon, Surrey on 6 January 1914 
and they went on to have five children. Their names – Mercy 
Hope, D’Arcy Layard, twins Charles Lindsay Firtree (straight, 
erect, the druid symbol of honesty, truth and hope) and Faith 
Myrtle (myrtle being the symbol of love and immortality, the 
scent of Eden) and Frank McNair seemed to reflect parents 
with a deep rooted faith in some higher power. 

There is no record of any of the Liesching children having 
attended Snitterfield School even though we know, because 
his army pension record tells us, that William’s address 
was recorded as ‘Snitterfield’ in August 1918. Deemed to 
have enlisted since April 1918 after ‘having attained the 
age of 40’- he was actually 50 - William was examined on 
1 August 1918 in the final year of the First World War and 
enlisted on 23 September. He was posted to the 5th Southern 
Company of the Non-Combatant Corps, which contained 
many conscientious objectors who were not allowed to handle 
weapons or other warlike stores. Although many men were 
deemed to be healthy and very strong physically, there was 
a perception that the corps consisted of ‘mostly men of some 
slight mental derangement.’ And so it seemed with William, 
at least according to his army records, which make for sad 
reading. Discharging him as physically unfit in early November 
1918, the army doctor ‘formed the opinion that [Liesching] 
was mentally deranged…He has fine tremors of the tongue 
and lips, slurred speech – Pupils sluggish to light, knee jerks 
elicited with difficulty. Ankle jerk absent. Mentally he talks in a 
rambling exaggerated way about being the ‘Lord’s servant’. Is 
at times incoherent and cannot reason on his strange ideas’. 
The opinion of the medical board was that he had ‘Delusions 
on religious matters’ and put up a probable diagnosis of 
‘General Paresis?’  - atrophy of the brain due to late stage 
syphilis. The question mark is significant – the diagnosis 
uncertain. 

We do not know when William Liesching left Snitterfield or 
why but eight years later The Western Morning News and 
Mercury of 1 April 1926 reported that the Tiverton Coroner had 
recorded the death from ‘natural causes’ of William Enwright 
Liesching, ‘a well-known citizen of Tiverton and a retired tea 

Photo above: William Enwright Liesching is one of the 
boys in this photograph but even his son Charles - in a 
letter to Blundell’s School in 1981 – admitted that he did 
not know exactly which one he was! It is thought that 
William is back row, left.

planter’ of the Chalet, Tiverton. His death - aged 58 - was 
due to ‘angina pectoris’. He had drawn up his will in February 
1916 whilst still living in Snitterfield and left estate of £6,510 
- 9s - 6d  - equivalent to around £337,000 today using the 
retail price index as a guide – to his second wife. Three of his 
sons - D’Arcy, Charles and Frank - attended Blundell’s after his 
death. The boys and their mother were then living in Tiverton. 
Several of his children went on to live long lives. Mercy Hope 
Liesching died in Devon in 2003 aged 98.

By any measure William Liesching’s life makes for a 
remarkable story with a whiff of mystery which remains to 
be solved. And for part of it he lived all alone in a two-room 
caravan in a field near you.

Jon Cooksey

Acknowledgement: with grateful thanks to Mr Mike Sampson, 
Archivist of Blundell’s School, Tiverton, Devon.

space to play on in sight of the clubhouse and are at risk when 
crossing the Wolverton Road.

‘We will seek to minimise any impact on local residents, and 
hope all villagers will recognise the benefits to the community 
that this proposal can deliver,’ said Richard. 

‘The construction of a new clubhouse on this site not only 
provides an opportunity to create 
much better facilities for the club’s 
existing needs, but also to support 
a whole range of new activities e.g. 
exercise classes, training facilities and 
meeting rooms. We would see this as 
a community-wide project, with the 
club widening its appeal beyond the 
current membership. 

‘The existing pavilion is something 
of an eyesore and in urgent need 
of replacement. An improved 
clubhouse on this location would be 
of clear benefit to the Fete and could 
support other community events. 
With careful choice of design and 
external materials, the clubhouse can 
complement the open, rural setting 
of the recreation field and become a 
source of pride for the village.’

To read the full development proposal 
document visit: 
www.snitterfieldsportsclub.co.uk/
news-and-events



I wondered what 
is going on in 
a bird’s nest 
so I bought a 
nest box with 
a camera. Last 

May I noticed a male Great Tit flying in 
and out of the box so I connected the 
camera to a PC monitor to follow the 
activity. Just as on Spring Watch I could 
follow what 
was going on 
comfortably 
from my house. 

Inside was 
the female 
brooding 
seven eggs in 
a nest made 
of moss and 
hair. She was 
frequently fed by 

the male. The 
eggs started 
hatching the 
very day I 
connected the 
camera. This 
was the start 
of a very busy 
time for the 
parents. 

During the first couple of days the 
female stays with the naked and blind 
chicks. The male brings small caterpillars 
for the female to feed to the chicks. By 
the fourth day, the food is more varied 
with spiders and moths and both parents 
leave the nest for longer times. The 
female spends 
every night 
in the nest 
protecting the 
chicks from the 
cold.

The chicks only 
eat and sleep 
for three weeks 
until fledging. 
They grow at an amazing rate due to 
the high amount of nutritious food. The 
British Trust for Ornithology researcher 
Dr Andy Gosler calculated that in human 

terms, the 
Great Tit 
parents 
bring in the 
equivalent of 
100 kg food 
a day for 
three weeks. 
The routine 
is that the 
chicks wake 
up when 
the parent 
enters the nest. They all scream with 
the large yellow gapes and the parent 
put the food into the gape of the three 
to four most aggressive chicks before 
deciding which one should be fed. Once 
a chick is fed, it puts its rear up and 

the parent collects a fecal sac of poop. 
The parent leaves with the sac and has 
a short time to dispose of it before the 
membrane disintegrates. The parents 
also take time to clean the nest from 
parasites every now and then. 

After only nine days the eyes are 
opening and a chick is almost as large 
as its parent and has developed tail and 
wing feathers. Later on the parents start 
mixing in a few seeds to move the chicks 
on to the adults’ diet.

The aggressive behaviour of the chicks 
combined with the parents feeding the 
hungriest, leads to some chicks not 
making it. In my nest box the chicks 
hatched over two days and the two 
smaller chicks died after two weeks. 

They had no chance competing with 
the larger older siblings. Another three 
chicks died over the last five days, 
leaving only two chicks to fledge. The 
parents keep feeding the newly fledged 
chicks for another two weeks. 

My pictures are of poor quality since 
I took photos of the monitor screen. 
For better pictures check out http://
nurturing-nature.co.uk/gardening-for-
wildlife/great-tits-and-nest-boxes/ or 
follow bird nests on Internet cams. You 
can also do it yourself. Buy a camera kit 
from £33 and a complete camera nest 
box from only £40.

The Great Tit is the world’s most studied 
bird species, but to follow a brood like 
this was an amazing thing to do and 
easy for anyone to try. I wonder if they 
will be back this spring?

Claes Martenson
martenson.claes@gmail.com

Candid camera Great Tit Facts Box

• The female broods the eggs for 
13-15 days.

• A bird egg is one cell, making an 
ostrich egg the world’s largest 
animal cell.

• Seven to nine eggs are laid and 
often in two broods.

• Chicks fledge after 18-21 days 
(mine in 20, 21).

• Five to ten chicks fledge per pair 
and year (only two fledged from 
seven hatched in my case).

• Mortality is very high considering 
that average life span is two 
years.

Day 2: Hatching - eggs 
and chicks visible 
above parent’s head

Day 9: Amazing growth!

Day 14: Hungry gapes

Day 15: Female warming large chicks

Day 20: Ready to fledge

The nest box

Memories of Viv Bainbridge
Recently Viv Bainbridge, Warwickshire born and bred, 
passed away. In 1943, she and her newlywed husband 
moved into Duffins Piece, The Green, bringing up their 
family and immersing herself into village life. 

Viv was President of WI and a founder member of Garden 
Club, attending most meetings until she became too frail.  
She was a very talented gardener and artist, exhibiting at 
the Royal Academy. 

She and her husband retired to Brookside, a Snitterfield 
treasure as her picturesque cottage and beautiful garden is 
a delight for passers by. 

Viv will be missed by many in Snitterfield for her generosity 
and support of village organisations.

On 15 January our local milkman Mick Evetts sadly 
passed away. He was a familiar sight in the village until 
his retirement in 2012 at the age of 84. So ended a 
tradition of the Evetts family 
delivering milk to Snitterfield 
and surrounding communities 
which had lasted for almost 
90 years. Mick’s daily routine, 
even in his 80s, was enough 
to make lesser souls wince. 
He was up at 1.00am every 
morning to load his float 
and was out on the road by 
2.00am to get customers’ milk 
on the breakfast table. They 
don’t make them like that any 
more.

Farewell to Mick Evetts

Delivery as it used to be



Many a time, I  
have often been led 
up the Garden Path  

but this time 
bedazzled by dahlias 

that flaunt and 
swagger in late 

summer borders.

Dahlias, the flowers of yesteryear, have made a comeback. 
Garden centres are displaying racks of packaged tubers 
resembling dead turkeys’ feet with exotic names such as Rip 
City, Karm Choc, and Waltzing Matilda, described as rich and 
luscious, glamorous and sublime. Can you wonder why I was 
seduced!

A box of tubers has been purchased and they are now ready 
for planting. Planting time is late March or early April. Plant 
in three-litre black pots using a non-peat base, multipurpose 
compost. Place each tuber in a pot, planting them just below 
the surface of the compost surface. They do not need to go 
any deeper.

Water them (do not soak) and put them ideally on a heated 
base or sunny window sill. Keep the pots moist until shoots 
appear in about two to three weeks. I will put mine on the top 
shelf of the greenhouse. Plant out after the frosts with a good 
mulch.

Alternatively, they could be planted straight in the garden 

when the frosts are over BUT beware when the first shoots 
emerge, you can bet your boots the slugs will feast. For slug 
control, use wool pellets, a natural and harmless barrier, 
copper bands or Nemaslug (one treatment lasts up to six 
weeks).

When the dahlias are in bloom, the more you pick, the more 
they flower.

On 1 September it is the Garden Club Produce Show. There is 
a class for Dahlias with a superb silver cup for the Prizewinner. 
Who will win this year!

Margaret Tweed
www.snitterfieldgardenclub.org.uk

This year is the 300th anniversary of the birth of England’s 
greatest landscape designer, Lancelot ‘Capability’ Brown, 
who created landscaping legacies at some of the country’s 
grandest stately homes. His gardens are natural and in 
harmony with the surrounding countryside. He carved lakes 
and flowing rivers, planted majestic trees and linked buildings 
with long carriage drives.

Lancelot Brown was born in August 1716 at Kirkharle, 
Northumberland in a small cottage on an estate where his 
father worked. As a young lad he started as a gardener’s 
boy at Kirkharle House and when he grew older decided to 
travel further afield. By 1741, he had reached Stowe and 
pioneered one of the most magnificent gardens of all time. 
It was not long before he was sought after to survey other 
estates. Brown was nicknamed ‘Capability’ because he told 
his clients he could see the capabilities of improvement on 
their gardens.

Snitterfield is well placed to visit some of his magnificent 
creations, so I have put together a list where you can enjoy 
wonderful days out: 
Stowe (NT) less than an hour away, near to Buckingham.
Croome Court (NT) less than an hour towards Worcester 
(Special Exhibition).
Blenheim Palace (HHA) one hour (Special Exhibition).
Belvoir Castle (HHA) about one and a half hours, towards 
Grantham.
Broadway Tower (conceived by Brown, 
designed by James Wyatt) half an hour.
Burghley House (HHA) near Stamford, two 
hours.
Chatsworth two and a half to three hours.
Compton Verney 20 minutes away near 
Kineton, Talks and Exhibition - see right.

Check websites, especially if you are going 
to travel to other areas as there are many 
gardens open. 

Enjoy the Summer!
Margaret Tweed

Plan a Capability trail

Compton Verney is set in 120 acres of 
‘Capability’ Brown-designed Grade II-listed 
parkland, and has received £2.5 million 
from the Heritage Lottery Fund to preserve, 
restore and celebrate the park as part of the 
tercentenary celebrations of Brown’s birth. A 

programme of talks, tours, family activities and a concert 
are being staged in celebration.

Details can be found on: http://www.comptonverney.org.
uk

Stowe’s Palladian Bridge

The landscape at Chatsworth



    What’s On

Available for hire 

Situated in the heart of the village, the hall 
is the ideal place to hold meetings, events, 

parties and family gatherings. 

The facilities include: main hall, meeting 
room, kitchen, toilets, electric piano,  

stage and microphone. 

For information, rates and booking  
please telephone 07501416221/ 01789 730514 

email: saust1@btinternet.com

SNITTERFIELD 
Village Hall

SNIPE is produced and distributed by volunteers with the help of additional funding from Snitterfield Parish Council and the Fete 
Committee. Editors Sally and Andy Hopkinson, tel 01789 731852, email: info@sallyhopkinson.co.uk. The views expressed in 
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As part of our Eco 
Schools programme 
and to raise 
funds, Snitterfield 
School now has a 
clothes recycling 

bin. It will take clean, wearable 
clothing and shoes (attached in 
pairs), handbags and belts, sheets, 
curtains and towels. Please place 
items in supermarket type bags 
with the handles tied in the 
bin at school. The school also 
has a scheme to recycle printer 
cartridges, DVDs and computer 
games in original boxes. 

Monday morning in the Village Hall 
10.00-11.45am during term time. 
Open to parents and carers with 

children 0-4 years. Wide range of 
toys and a friendly welcome. Do 

come along and meet us or contact 
Hilary Schmidt-Hansen. Tel: 731246

Cinema in the Village Hall
If you would like to join our email 
circulation list to suggest films you 
would like to see, please contact 
Hilary and Ole Schmidt-Hansen,  
Tel: 731246. email: hilary@
thegables.spacomputers.com

Next screening: 17 April: The 
Good Dinosaur (PG) 3pm and 
Bridge of Spies (12A) at 7pm.  
22 May: Piglet’s Big Movie (U) 
3pm and Brooklyn (12A) 7pm

Snitterfield Garden Club
5 April: 8pm, Village Hall
Tim Miles from Cotswold Wildlife Park:
Exotic Planting in the Garden. Plant Stall.
3 May: Evening Visit to Broughton Grange 
near Banbury. Planting by Tom Stuart 
Smith. Meet there at 6.30pm.
11 May: Day trip to RHS Wisley.
Leave Village Hall at 8.30am. Cost £15 inc.
7 June: Meadow Farm Garden, Feckenham
Meet there at 6.30pm. £6 inc refreshments.
22 June: Day trip to Sarah Raven at Perch 
Hill then to Sissinghurst, Kent. Leaving 
Village Hall 7.30am.
5 July: A Members’ Summer Evening 7pm.
‘Bring a Platter’: wine will be served
at a member’s garden in Ingon Lane.
19 July: 2.30pm at Morton Hall near 
Feckenham. Garden tour and afternoon tea 
£8. (A group up to 20 only).
Parish Council Meetings
On the second Monday in the month, unless 
changed by the council. See noticeboard on 
Smith’s Lane.
Snitterfield Actioning Climate Change
SACC meetings first Thursday each month 
in Village Hall, 8pm.  
Check www.snitterfieldacc.org for changes.
Snitterfield WI
Meetings on the second Wednesday of the 
month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
Sportsclub broadband
Free internet access is available at 
Snitterfield Sports Club (50p fee for 
temporary guest status for non members). 
Opening times for weekdays are 7pm 
to 11pm; Saturdays 12 noon to 11pm; 
Sundays 12.00 noon to 10.30pm.
Snitterfield Arms Charity Events
Carwash: 23 April, 28 May, 18 June, 23 
July. 9am-12am. £5 per car. Coffee, tea 
& bacon sandwiches. Bingo: 1 May, 5 
June, 3 July from 7pm. £5 per person. Big 
Quiz: 17 April, 15 May, 19 June, 17 July 
from 7pm. Coffee Mornings: 8 April, 13 
May, 10 June, 8 July. 9-12am £5 unlimited 
coffee, tea & cake. Snitt-fest: 27 June. 

Rag-Tag Toddler Group

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SATURDAY NIGHT DISCO 
 

At Snitterfield Village Hall 

On May 14th 
From 8 p.m. to midnight 

 

Come and dance to the sounds of the 
60s, 70s and 80s! 

 

£5 entrance 
Tickets available from:  

The Village Shop 
Vikki-01789 731348 

Judith-01789 731996 
Celia-07710 198009 

 
Bar and nibbles on sale 

 

Over 18s only 
In aid of Snitterfield nursery school, the village hall and SACC 

Saturday June 11th 
Afternoon Tea in the Village Hall and 

Village Treasure Hunt
Meet at the Village Hall from 1.30pm
Children’s Fancy Dress competition - 

come as a King or Queen

Sunday June 12th
Street Party along School Road

Bring your own picnic / chairs / tables 
/ drinks

for a relaxing afternoon with friends 
and family

from lunchtime onwards

Please see the village noticeboard 
and website for more 

information nearer the date.
If  you would like to help organise 
the Treasure Hunt please contact: 

Liz Johnston Tel: 731732 email: 
emmjohnston@hotmail.com

Hilary Schmidt-Hansen  
Tel: 731246

Snitterfield  
Celebrates

Queen Elizabeth’s  
90th Birthday


