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Pavilion plans abandoned
Four Snitterfield residents, David Robotham,
Mark Donald, Graham Barker and Duncan
Parker, express their disappointment over
the shelving of plans to build a new sports
pavilion on the playing fields. A response
from the Parish Council is on page 3.
The village is in danger of losing a once-in-a-generation
opportunity to provide a valuable community asset with firstclass sports facilities for all ages, particularly for young people.
The Snitterfield Sports Club, whose present clubhouse is
no longer structurally viable, has recently abandoned its
proposal to replace this building with a new purpose-built
sports pavilion overlooking the existing cricket and football
pitches, on the site of the dilapidated concrete shed. The plans
included an energy-efficient building roughly the same size as
the existing clubhouse. It would comprise two changing rooms
and showers, toilets, bar, kitchen, snug bar, stores and a large
function room capable of being split into three smaller rooms,
with a viewing terrace overlooking the playing fields. The plans
have been shelved because the Sports Club has been unable
to persuade the Parish Council to give security of tenure on the
playing field to allow the Sports Club to commit the significant

investment required to build the pavilion. The Parish Council
appears to be concerned that the Sports Club might attempt
to limit or control access to the public open space, despite
assurances to the contrary by the Sports Club. The Sports Club
has been tenant of the playing field for nearly 20 years and the
area remains well kept and open to all.
It is disappointing that the Parish Council has not welcomed
and encouraged the Sports Club aspirations, particularly with
the gradual demise of youth football from six teams to two and
the loss of 30 to 40 young cricketers, largely due to the lack
of facilities. The Parish Council is the custodian of the playing
field in the name of all the people of this parish and is being
extremely cautious, which is to be commended. However, real
vision and leadership is required to bring forward and realise a
project that will be such a valuable asset.
Although there are no alternative plans at the moment any
new building would now have to be at some distance from the
playing field, isolating the footballers and cricketers who would
have to continue using the unacceptable concrete shed, which
doesn’t even have hot water.
The Parish Council is very mindful of the wishes of the people
they serve. If you feel that this project should be supported
by the Parish Council please write to Nicola Everall, Clerk of
Snitterfield Parish Council on email: snitterfieldpc@outlook.
com.

Down on The Farm
Work is progressing on the redevelopment of Snitterfield
Fruit Farm into a new small working farm, café and shop
– see Snipe issue 44. The official name of the new centre
will be ‘The Farm’ and the wholefood cafe will be known as
‘Nourish’. Richard Biggs, one of those behind the project,
said: “The reason behind the name ‘The Farm’ was that we
wanted something simple, natural and familiar that our local
customers can feel connected to. ‘Nourish’ for the cafe also
made complete sense, as our ethos behind the project is
about health, nutrition and locally sourced produce. As we
will be sourcing the majority of our daily pickings from our
kitchen garden it felt right.”
The chilli tunnels are up and running and have produced a
good crop and preparation work on the kitchen garden will
start this month, along with the raised beds for the herb
gardens. Over 400 metres of native hedgerow is being
planted between now and February as the site is readied
for its opening in Summer 2018. Recruitment will start in
the New Year and Richard would
love to hear from local people
interested in working at The Farm.
Watch the Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/thefarmstratford/
for details or visit the website at:
www.thefarmstratford.co.uk

News from your
County Councillor
Warwickshire County Council Grants
There was just one application received
from an organisation in Snitterfield in
respect of this year’s Community Fund and
the results will be announced in December.
Dementia Friends
Warwickshire County Council and partners are encouraging
Warwickshire residents to become a Dementia Friend to
pledge their support to people with dementia, and taking the
number of Dementia Friends across the county to 30,000.
In Warwickshire, according to latest estimates, there are
7,500 people living with dementia and this is likely to rise
to over 11,000 people in the next ten years. The fact is that
most people in Warwickshire will be affected in some way by
dementia during their lifetimes.
Dementia Friends is a national initiative led by the
Alzheimer’s Society based on the principle that people with
dementia can live well with a little help from other people.
Becoming a Dementia Friend is about understanding a bit
more about dementia and the small things that can help
people with the condition. You don’t need to already know
someone with dementia to become a Dementia Friend.
Become a Dementia Friend in the following ways:
•
Watch a short video to become a dementia friend:
dementiafriends.org.uk
•
Go along to a Dementia Friends session in your local area
– you can find the nearest sessions on the Dementia
Friends website: dementiafriends.org.uk
Wellesbourne has recently started an initiative to become a

Village Hall to look
beyond lottery funds
As many of you will be aware, Snitterfield Village Hall
Management Committee (SVHMC) has been working with
the Parish Council on plans to improve the facilities at the
hall.
To date we have gained planning permission to replace the
current storage area and replace it with a new toilet block,
including a permanent disabled access to the hall,
together with the replacement of the back room to provide a
more pleasant space for users.
SVHMC applied to the Big Lottery ‘Reaching Community
Buildings’ grant and passed the first stage of the threepart application process. Since then the Big Lottery has
undergone a restructuring process and this grant is now
no longer available, except where the process has already
started. We had this news in mid August with a deadline of
the 31 October to put in our second-stage grant
application.
In order to pass this stage we would need to have had
further public consultation and have held several focus
group meetings and open days, appointed a project lead and
quantity surveyor and obtained surveys and quotes for the
work. Our application was for a grant of £150,000 and once
we had had a review from the lottery they suggested several
additional works that they would want to take place and this
brought their estimated costs up to £380,000.
With the total costs escalating so much and the time frame
so short SVHMC realised that this was untenable and we

Dementia Friendly Village and this is something that residents
in Snitterfield may wish to consider exploring.
Funding secured to improve A3400 Birmingham Road
Warwickshire County Council has been given £2.4 million
from the Department for Transport through its National
Productivity Investment Fund to bring forward a £3.5 million
scheme to improve the A3400 Birmingham Road, with
Warwickshire County Council meeting the remainder of the
cost through its Capital Investment Fund. The scheme is set
to improve capacity by making better use of the available
highway land and provide a new slip road onto the Tesco site.
Improvements will also be made to the pedestrian and
cycling facilities along the southern end of the Birmingham
Road corridor along with variable message signs alerting
drivers to congestion, incidents, delays and advising on
alternative routes that can be taken. The improvements are
designed to improve the flow of traffic along the corridor
which is currently highly prone to congestion.
The £2.4 million funding package from the Department for
Transport will be complemented by £1.1 million of funding
from the county council. The project also includes extra
pedestrian facilities and improved cycling infrastructure along
the route.
Road Safety
Road conditions are at their most hazardous over the next
few months. Gritters will be out in full force but remember
not all roads can be gritted. There have been a number of
very serious incidents across my division in the last couple
of weeks, including a tragic fatality and I wish to urge all
motorists to reduce speeds, be extra vigilant, particularly in
and around the villages, and stay safe on the roads.
Anne Parry
anneparry@warwickshire.gov.uk
Mobile: 07917 117737

have, unfortunately, decided to look for grants elsewhere in
the hope that their demands are not so great.
In the meantime, Eric Noble (Chairman) and Liz Johnston
(Secretary) stood down from the committee at our AGM
as they have moved out of the village. We are extremely
grateful for their hard work and dedication to the village hall
and would like to thank them for all the hours they have
set aside to help in a great many ways over the years. We
have since appointed a new Chairman, Tony Moon, and have
welcomed a couple of new members to the committee. If you
are interested in also joining us our next meeting will be
7 December in the village hall at 7.30pm.
As part of our fundraising for the hall improvements, our
annual Variety Show will take place on Saturday 27 January
with the continued support of Eric Nobel and Liz Johnston
(see poster opposite). Look out for further information
towards the end of December and if you would like to take
part please contact:
Eric (Tel: 0797 018 3862, email: erichnoble@hotmail.com)
Liz (Tel: 0776 666 4650, email: emmjohnston@hotmail.com)
or Hilary Schmidt-Hansen
(Tel: 731246, email: Hilary@thegables.spacomputers.com).
We also have our monthly draw that is run by The Friends of
Snitterfield Village Hall, raising money for the hall and giving
us a chance to win more than our subscription back in return.
If you would like to take part in the monthly draws please
contact:
Ken Chatland: Tel: 731380, email: kenchatland@gmail.com
or Jim Pullen: Tel: 7302474, email: jcgpullen@btinternet.com
Thank you for your support.
Hilary Schmidt-Hansen

The Parish Council’s
response (see page 1)
In May this year the Parish Council consulted all residents
regarding the Sports Club’s proposal to:
1. sell its current clubhouse and car park for housing
development,
2. construct a new clubhouse and extended car park on the
Parish Council’s playing field on the Wolverton Road, and
remove the existing hut, and
3. relocate the tennis courts to the playing field next to Hales
Close and Highfield Close.
The Parish Council naturally wished to consult residents, but it
does in fact have a legal obligation to do so under the terms of
the Trust governing the playing field, which provides that the
playing field is for the use of ALL residents of Snitterfield (not
just members of the Sports Club) with the object of improving
their conditions of life.
Following the consultation, the Parish Council decided not to
permit the relocation of the tennis courts because:
1. that would transform the nature of the playing field from
an open space for the use of all residents to a sports field
for the use primarily of members of the Sports Club, and
2. noise and lighting from the tennis courts would cause a
nuisance to nearby residents.
The Parish Council has confirmed that it would consider the
construction of a new clubhouse and extended car park on the
playing field. Any lease would be subject to the satisfactory
conclusion of all necessary legal formalities and Charity
Commission requirements to be reviewed by the Parish

Council’s and Sports Club’s solicitors.
The Parish Council has recommended that a Playing Field
Working Group be established to include members of the
Parish Council, Sports Club, Fete Committee, SPLART (whose
objective is to improve the playground) and other interested
parties in order to:
1. recommend how the whole playing field, including the
playground, could be developed for use by the whole
community,
2. determine how a new clubhouse would provide benefits to
the whole community,
3. consider the question of security of tenure for the Sports
Club in relation to the playing field and how the whole
playing field, including a new clubhouse, be managed, and
4. raise and discuss any other matters relating to the playing
field.
The Parish Council will support:
1. the Sports Club’s objective of improving its facilities
and encouraging the young (and young at heart!) to
participate in sport,
2. SPLART’s aim to improve the playground, and
3. the proposed Playing Field Working Group’s objective of
developing the playing field for the benefit of the whole
community.
The Parish Council has requested a meeting with
representatives of the Sports Club in order to understand
clearly the Club’s current proposal.
The views and ideas of residents regarding the development
of the playing field would be much appreciated. Please contact
any Parish Councillor or email snitterfieldpc@outlook.com
Snitterfield Parish Council

Snitterfield telephone box
restoration team gets to work
Some of you may have noticed that work is underway to get
the phone box tarted up and ready for use as an information
point and book swap. We are a very small band of volunteers
and would appreciate some more help to prepare the phone
box ready for painting and developing into something we can
all use. If you are interested in helping, please contact Ole or
Hilary Schmidt-Hansen: Tel: 731246,
email: ole@thegables.spacomputers.com

The Cromer and SchmidtHansen families ringing the
changes

Presenting an evening
with local talent, singing,
good humour, musicians
and raconteurs

SNITTERFIELD
VARIETY SHOW
Saturday 27 January 7.30pm
Snitterfield Village Hall
If you would like to take part please contact
Eric Noble 07970183862, email erichnoble@
hotmail.com, Liz Johnston 07766664650,
email emmjohnston@hotmail.com,
Hilary Schmidt-Hansen: 731246,
hilary@thegables.spacomputers.com
Tickets on sale after Christmas (see
noticeboards and village website)
Raising money for Snitterfield
Village Hall Building Funds

For the love of dogs
If you’re struggling for a gift this Christmas for that dog in your life who has
everything already then don’t worry, Santa Paws is coming to town.
Two Snitterfield women have set up linked enterprises that between them
cater for what your dog needs for a healthy and happy life, whilst helping to
educate owners too. Between them they have just the thing for the pooch
in your life. Near neighbours Cate White and Caroline Tunbridge, from The
Green, met at a dinner party in 2014 and started chatting. They discovered
they had a lot in common – Cate had spent 18 years teaching veterinary
nurses after being a nutrition expert with Pedigree foods. Caroline had
trained as a veterinary nurse and spent many years in practice. She has also
taken part at national and
international level at flyball
and one of her dogs has
Caroline
competed at Crufts with the
at work
Young Kennel Club Flyball
team.
As well as their love of dogs
they shared an ambition to
use their experience and
passion for our four-legged
friends by working in the
world of dogs.
Taking her inspiration from
her (brother and sister)
springer spaniels Ellie and
Fred, now just turned five,
Cate set up her bespoke
dog treat enterprise, Fred
and Ellie’s Treats. “I wanted
something a bit different,
a bit quirky like me,” she
said. From its beginnings
at Snitterfield’s Community
Café last September it’s
now become a favourite on
the local craft tour circuit
where Cate’s hampers, including treats and toys, are proving popular. The
canine popcorn is a particular favourite.
Meanwhile, Caroline had set up Pawsitive Results, specialising in canine
muscular therapy and working with dogs suffering from arthritis, lameness,
joint pain, muscular issues and recovering from operations. She also runs
sessions on behavioural issues, one-to-one training, dogs and the law and
canine first aid.
Caroline is a keen advocate of massage, not just for sporting and working
dogs. “Dogs respond well to massage”, she says. “You have to take it at
the dog’s pace, and do it on a floor or surface where they can get away if
they want to. But I’ve not yet come across a dog whose quality of life hasn’t
been improved by massage and after a few sessions, usually around three,
they seem to realise this and show no anxiety about the treatment. Those
who work with dogs know and recognise it as a good thing and now vets

Caroline and canine friends

and insurance companies are starting to accept it as an al
splashing out into hydrotherapy, with a pool and treadmill

Where the two enterprises come together, and part of the
others working with dogs, such as walkers, sitters and gro
courses. Sessions aim to enhance owners in the use of firs
environment and include theoretical and practical demons
experience in such things as bandaging and cardiopulmon

So, if you want to increase your knowledge and expertise
treat, improve their quality of life or have any questions a
and how to put a bandage on your pet’s paw, you know w
treats at the Snitterfield Christmas Fayre on Saturday 2 D
Village Hall on Sunday 3 December. Find out more about C
co.uk or search ‘Pawsitive Results’ on Facebook.

Volunteers pull together to
build this year’s bonfire

The children in their Spanish lesson

Cate with Fred and Ellie’s treats

Viva Espana!
It has been another
busy term at the
nursery: we’ve
welcomed lots of
new children and
their families, learnt
about seasonal
changes at forest
school and we’ve
also been enjoying
Spanish lessons. Each
week Emma from
Bilinguasing comes into the nursery and
the children learn by playing games,
singing songs and generally having fun!

lternative treatment too.” Her next step is
l.

eir plan to educate owners (as well as
oomers) is with their canine First Aid
st aid within the home and surrounding
strations to increase confidence and gain
nary resuscitation (CPR).

in looking after your pet, give them a
about nutrition, behaviour, welfare, the law
who to ask. You can catch Fred and Ellie’s
December and the Community Café in the
Caroline’s work at www.pawsitive-results.
Andy Hopkinson

Easyfundraising
Did you know that whenever you buy
anything online, from your weekly shop
to your annual holiday, you could be
collecting free donations for Snitterfield
Nursery School? There are over 3,000
shops and sites on board ready to make a
donation, including Amazon, John Lewis,
Aviva, thetrainline and Sainsbury’s, and it
doesn’t cost you a penny extra!
It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3 ...
1. Head to www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
causes/snitterfieldnurseryschool/ and join
for free.
2. Every time you shop online, go to
easyfundraising first to find the site you
want and start shopping.

3. After you’ve checked out, that retailer
will make a donation to your good cause
for no extra cost whatsoever! There
are no catches or hidden charges and
Snitterfield Nursery School will be really
grateful for your donations. Thank you for
your support!
Nursery parents
Do you need to do some Christmas
shopping without your little helpers? Call
the nursery to book some extra nursery
sessions at just £16.50 per half day.
The nursery nativity play will be on Friday
22 December, after morning drop off.
Times and details to be confirmed.
Contact Snitterfield Nursery: Tel 01789
731974, email info@snitterfieldnursery.
co.uk, Facebook /snitterfieldnursery,
www.snitterfieldnursery.com

We couldn’t have done
it without you!
The village bonfire and fireworks, organised by the Sports
Club, was another resounding success this year. More than
900 people paid to attend the event at the Sports Club on 4
November.
There are many individuals involved in pulling this event
together. So thank you to Lee Hillier for organising the
deliveries of wood to the bonfire and for the food on the night.
Thank you to Claire and Lee Niblett for organising bar staff and
making sure that everybody had enough to drink.
Also thanks to Nick Lamb for the firework display, the best yet,
and to those who came up to the Sports Club on the Sunday
beforehand and on the Saturday morning to build the bonfire.
A special thanks to Roger Mann and his tractor for the help he
gave us building the bonfire. Thanks also to Dave Jones for
his water bowser. We are also very grateful to all those who
helped on the gate, with parking, marshalling and tidying up
afterwards.
And, of course, a big thank you to the people of Snitterfield
who come and support this event. It is the Sports Club’s
biggest fundraising event and helps ensure the future of sport
in the village.
Next year’s bonfire will be on Saturday 3 November 2018.
Patrick Elliott
Snitterfield Sports Club

Snitterfield Actioning Climate
Change community grant
awards

Kitten at the Community Cafe

For those who are new to the village, the SACC community
grant scheme is available to ALL residents every year. Money
is available as result of the SACC community solar project
in 2012. At that time the government was encouraging the
installation of photovoltaic solar panels and
offering a generous feed in tariff (FIT).
Electricity generated via the panels is
paid a premium rate, index linked and
guaranteed for 25 years. SACC was able
to negotiate an unbeatable installation
deal, with help from the Energy Savings
Trust, and through the scheme a free
system was fitted to a community building
for every ten domestic installations. Three
village community buildings benefitted from the
scheme: the school, sports club and village hall. The school
keeps its FIT money for environmental projects.

Kitten has been a vintage model for 16 years and an
entertainer for ten. Residing in Warwickshire, she has graced
stages from Birmingham to Milan, including a performance on
a military steam train to Berlin. This songbird enjoys singing
at carehomes and vintage events throughout the UK (see
Britain’s leading WWII Pinup Entertainer www.kittenvonmew.com)

The FIT money generated at the sports club and village hall
is distributed by SACC to any resident, community group
or business in the village for energy efficiency and carbon
reduction projects. This funding will be available every year
until 2037. This year SACC had £4,811.21 available and
£4,280 was granted in total. SACC received nine applications
and every applicant was awarded some funding. Here is a
summary of the grant awards made. For full details please
visit the SACC website at www.snitterfieldacc.org
Forest of Hearts - Off grid solar project - Granted £1,000
Private dwelling - Energy efficiency measures - Granted £400
Private dwelling - Loft Insulation - Granted £360
Village Hall - LED lighting - Granted £180
Snitterfield Phone box - LED lighting – Granted £60
Private dwelling - Roof Insulation - Granted £500
Private Dwelling - Replacement of insulation in flat roof Granted £500
Private dwelling - LED lightbulbs - Granted £80
Private dwelling - Insulation to under-floor - Granted £1,200
Applications for next year to be received by 1 October 2018.
Vikki Parker

Neighbourhood Development Plan
As you may recall, the draft Neighbourhood Development Plan
was formally submitted to Stratford District Council (SDC)
earlier this year. The District Council appointed an Independent
Examiner to review the plan and confirm that it met the legal
requirements. As a result of this, the examiner produced
a comprehensive report which made a number of detailed
recommendations that should be made to the plan which,
following discussion with the District Council, have now been
made.
At the time of this edition of the Snipe magazine going to
press the final updates are being completed ahead of formal
submission of the finalised version of the plan to SDC. The
Council will then endorse it at their next Cabinet Meeting
ahead of arranging a referendum which will take place in the
new year.
Anybody registered to vote in the Neighbourhood Plan Area will
be entitled to vote. A simple majority of over 50 per cent of
those voting in favour is sufficient for the Plan to be adopted.
Please watch out for more information from the District Council
about the referendum on the village noticeboards or through
your door.
Ole Schmidt-Hansen
Chair, Neighbourhood Development Plan Group

On 3 December we have the well known singer and model
Kitten von Mew leading traditional songs and carols to
brighten our Cafe with her dazzling performances.

As well as our usual stalls
we have some additions
too. Carol-Ann Horne from
The Green will host a
Women’s Nail Bar. CarolAnn joined us for the first
time last month with her
stall and was very well
received: she will return in
February.
Hopefully we will also
have a new stall run by,
and for, children. This is
to encourage the younger
Kitten von Mew
generation to buy, sell
and swap whatever they wish for. Anyone
wanting to be included, please contact Ian on the number
below.
The Snitterfield Community Cafe is a resource intended to
encourage community interaction over a cuppa and cake,
and as an ongoing pleasure for our village. We provide space,
refreshments, tables and seating and encourage people
to promote cooperative sales of local goods and display
information that benefits our village and locality communities.
Anyone can have a table for whatever sales or information
they wish to show, without commitment. We ask for a 10
per cent donation to SACC, to reinvest for the benefit of the
whole parish.
For any information or requests for stalls contact Ian
Spiers, 07818 447705, ian@spiers.net

Keeping Snitterfield tidy
Plans are underway to clean up part of the village.
A satellite group of Rubbish Friends, set up in Stratford by
former Snitterfield resident Becky Reynolds, will don hi-vis
tabards and litter
pickers and tidy up
along The Green
and Gospel Oak
Lane. Dates for
spring and autumn
are Sunday 25
March and Sunday
16 September.
It’s hoped there
will be a temporary
closure of the roads
arranged so the tidy up can happen safely.
Rubbish Friends will arrange for all materials on the day
and for Biffa to collect any rubbish collected. Those wishing
to take part will just need to turn up at a designated point.
Anyone interested in finding out more email Claudine on
claudine_pearson@yahoo.co.uk

Snitterfield
Trees
Trees are essential features
for gardens, giving structure,
pleasure, and are even
used for commemorating
occasions, none more so than
the simple Christmas tree. They are also part of our village
history. At one time, Snitterfield was on the fringe of the
Forest of Arden, although little now remains. In centuries past
an annual timber sale was held every Lammas Tide (1 August)
at White Horse Inn (now White Horse House on White Horse
Hill) selling ash poles and timber from Snitterfield Bushes. This
was a time to make merry and celebrate with a fair and stalls.
There was an avenue of elms leading from Kings Lane to the
old Snitterfield Manor House which sadly is no more as they
succumbed to the Dutch Elm Disease outbreak of the 1970s.
My home, Park House, is surrounded by trees, many old and
of great interest. We enjoy the Wellingtonias (Giant Redwoods)
standing about 100 ft tall in our neighbour’s garden, which
can be seen from miles away. There are several redwoods in
the grounds of large houses in Warwickshire, most planted
about the same time. In 1852, William Lobb heard about these
wondrous monstrous conifers and went over to North America,
knowing instantly these would be an absolute status symbol
for the big gardens. So he bought seeds, shoots and seedlings
and ‘brought them on’. They were named Wellingtonias to
commemorate the recently deceased Duke of Wellington.
An elm tree was originally planted on the site of the stocks
on Stocks Triangle (opposite the shop) but no tree seemed to
survive for long there and it was hearsay that the ground has
a curse on it. It was quite a shock one morning about 25 years
ago to find the last tree sprawled across the road. Fortunately
the present horse chestnut has survived since then and today
is a lovely feature in the village. Lost for ideas for a Christmas
present, go buy a tree ...
Margaret Tweed

Real
Twitter

The Snitterfield oak, veteran of the old
Forest of Arden, is thought to be 600-700 years old
and could have been planted in the reign of Henry IV.
It can be seen in the Park from Church Road

Plant a wood
The charity Forest of Hearts is
inviting villagers to join them
on Friday 1 December, anytime
between 11am and 3pm, to take
part in their challenge to plant
1,000 trees in one day and create
‘Honey Bee Wood’ on their site off Gospel Oak Lane.
“This is a great opportunity to plant a community wood
which will be a wonderful lasting legacy,” the charity says.
“All we ask is that you make a donation to help to plant
and preserve the wood.”
There is plenty of free parking at the site. Follow the signs
for Stratford Armouries. Contact Carole on 07774 424404
for further information. Website: forestofhearts.com

Become a citizen scientist this winter

If you have
birds in
your garden
you can
take part in
the world’s
largest
wildlife
survey –
The annual Big Garden Birdwatch. This
winter it happens on the weekend 27
to 29 January 2018. Last year around
500,000 people all over the UK became
citizen scientists by counting birds
in their gardens for an hour. You can
read all about this year’s event at this
website: ww2.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/
activities/birdwatch
If you find it difficult to identify the
different bird species, you can practise
by watching what’s visiting your garden
now. I recommend setting up feeders to
attract more birds. Both the RSPB and
the British Trust for Ornithology suggest
feeding birds all year round, but the best
time to help with extra energy is still
winter and spring.
Position your feeders close to a window
so you can stay warm and comfortable
while enjoying the spectacle and variety
of species. I prefer using seed mixes of

the ‘no mess’ type where the sunflower
husks have been removed. It’s also good
to put out fat balls, nyjer seeds and
clean water (for drinking and bathing).
Don’t forget to clean the feeders
regularly or you risk spreading disease
between the birds.
By analysing the Big Garden Birdwatch
reports, the RSPB gets important results
that would not have been possible
without the many participants. They
can measure the trends of species that
are decreasing in
numbers, birds
like Starling,
Greenfinch and
Chaffinch. And
birds that are
getting more
common, such
as Goldfinch,
Blackbird and
Robin. It is clear
from the analysis
that regularly
feeding birds has
a big positive
impact.
Claes Martenson
martenson.
claes@gmail.com

Last winter the Big Garden
Birdwatch’s ten most common birds in
Warwickshire were:
1. House sparrow
2. Blackbird
3. Starling
4. Blue tit
5. Woodpigeon
6. Goldfinch
7. Robin
8. Great tit
9. Long-tailed tit
10. Dunnock

House sparrow
and greenfinch

Snippets

What’s On Where
Snitterfield Garden Club
First Tuesday of the month, Village Hall.
5 December 7.30pm for 8pm
Tea Bags, Bras and Tights by Darren Rudge,
formally BBC Presenter/Broadcaster.
Christmas Buffet (members to bring a plate of
seasonal buffet food for table)
2 January 2018 7.30 for 8pm
Journey of Georgian Elegance to Post Modern
Reflection by Harry Green, Gardener at Morton
Hall Garden
6 February 7.30 for 8pm
Succession Planting By Fergus Garrett
6 March 7.30 for 8pm
2,000 Years of British Garden History in One
Hour by Tony Russell
Parish Council Meetings
On the second Monday in the month, 7.30pm
Village Hall. See noticeboard on Smith’s Lane.
Snitterfield Actioning Climate Change
SACC meetings first Thursday each month in
Village Hall, 8pm.
Check www.snitterfieldacc.org for changes.
SACC Community Cafe
First Sunday of the month, 2pm-4pm, Village
Hall.
Snitterfield WI
Meetings on the second Wednesday of the
month at 7.45pm in the Village Hall.
Sportsclub broadband
Free internet access is available at Snitterfield
Sports Club (50p fee for temporary guest
status for non members). Opening times
for weekdays are 7pm to 11pm; Saturdays
12 noon to 11pm; Sundays 12.00 noon to
10.30pm.
Whist Drive
Every Monday, Snitterfield Village Hall,
7.30pm. £1 including refreshments.
Pilates
Snitterfield Sports Club, Tuesdays 9.30am,
Wednesdays 11am. Contact Helen Tudge
01926 259293.
Thursday Club
First Thursday each month 2.30pm, Village
Hall.

Help Wanted!

Snitterfield Village Fete is a fantastic family day for the
whole community but we now need new committee
members and volunteers to help run this popular
fundraising event. It is an excellent opportunity to make
new friends, be part of a great team and have a giggle.
No experience is required: it is very flexible and very
rewarding! The first meeting of the year is set for Tuesday
16 January at 7:30pm in the Sports Club. Email Claudine on
claudine_pearson@yahoo.co.uk for a chat!

Rag-Tag Toddler Group

Monday morning in the Village Hall
10.00-11.45am during term time.
Open to parents and carers with

Fun
creative
learning
Fully qualified, experienced and
caring staff
Excellent indoor and outside play
facilities
Forest school
Government funded places
Open term time Mon-Fri 9am-3pm
For a visit, prospectus or more
information please contact
Georgia Skinner, Manager, 01789
731974, info@snitterfieldnursery.co.uk
or online at
www.snitterfieldnursery.com
We’re a not-for-profit organisation! OFSTED
Registration: EY450987 Company Number:
07672389

Available for hire

SNITTERFIELD
Village Hall
Situated in the heart of the village, the hall
is the ideal place to hold meetings, events,
parties and family gatherings.
The facilities include: main hall, meeting
room, kitchen, toilets, electric piano,
stage and microphone.
For information, rates and booking
please telephone 07501416221/ 01789 730514
email: saust1@btinternet.com

children 0-4 years. Wide range of
toys and a friendly welcome.
Do come along and meet us or
contact Hilary Schmidt-Hansen.
Tel: 731246

As part of our Eco
Schools programme
and to raise funds,
Snitterfield School
now has a clothes
recycling bin. It will
take clean, wearable
clothing and shoes (attached in pairs),
handbags and belts, sheets, curtains
and towels. Please place items in
supermarket type bags with the
handles tied in the bin at school.
The school also has a scheme to
recycle printer cartridges, DVDs and
computer games in original boxes.

Village Hall Cinema

If you would like to join our email
circulation list to suggest films you
would like to see, please contact
Hilary and Ole Schmidt-Hansen, Tel:
731246. email: hilary@thegables.
spacomputers.com
Next screenings:
17 December - Elf (PG) at 3pm &
Hampstead (12A) at 7pm
21 January
11 Feb
18 March
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