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Snitterfield opens its 
garden gates for the NGS

At the referendum held on 15 March the Snitterfield 
Neighbourhood Plan was overwhelmingly approved. There 
were 330 votes in favour and just 20 against, which represents 
a 94 per cent approval rate. The turn out was just over 33 per 
cent which is reasonable at this time of year according to the 
returning officer.

The Neighbourhood Plan contains important policies on future 
development including housing, the natural environment, 
facilities and amenities, the economy and infrastructure in 
our parish, which have been created based on your feedback. 
The approval of the plan at referendum means that Stratford-
on-Avon District Council will have to use the Snitterfield 
Neighbourhood Development Plan to help it decide planning 
applications in the Parish of Snitterfield.  

The Neighbourhood Plan will now become part of the 
Development Plan for the District. In due course every 

household, business and community group or organisation will 
receive a copy of the approved plan.

The approval at referendum is the culmination of many years 
of preparation, consultation and hard work by a small group of 
volunteers and means that the local community will now have 
a real say in decision-making through the policies that have 
been adopted in the Neighbourhood Plan.

Ole Schmidt-Hansen
Chair, Neighbourhood Plan Committee

Inside this issue of Snipe you will find 
a questionnaire about the village hall. 
Please see page 6 for more details.   

You’ve all seen them: nailed to gate posts, flapping in the 
wind on the road signs, tied with string to the hedges ... 
those bright yellow signs declaring ‘Garden Open Today’. Many 
of you will know that these are gardens belonging to keen 
amateurs who have volunteered to open them to visitors for 
a small charge, under the umbrella of the National Garden 
Scheme (NGS) and that proceeds swell the funds of numerous 
charities. 

When the NGS was founded in 1927, garden visiting was 
already a well-established pastime (as seen in Pride 
and Prejudice), but only for a privileged few. The 
simple, but radical, idea of the NGS was to ask 
individuals to open up private gardens for ‘a shilling 
a head’ in order to raise money specifically for the 
Queen’s Nursing Institute – remember this was 
pre-NHS – and, in the first year, over £8,000 was 
raised.  

From that promising start, more than £50 million 
has been raised to date and is now shared between 
a number of charities. Last year, the 90th year of 
the NGS, these amazing amounts were raised and handed 
over: £500,000 to Macmillan Cancer Care; £500,000 to 
Hospice UK; £500,000 to Marie Curie; £400,000 to Carers 
Trust; £375,000 to Queen’s Nursing Institute; £150,000 
to Parkinson’s; £130,000 to MS Society and £130,000 to 
Gardeners’ Royal Benevolent Society. What a fantastic 
achievement through opening gardens to visitors!

Well, 2018 is the year in which Snitterfield Gardens will open 
for the first time to benefit the NGS charities. The brave 
owners of eight of our village gardens are already planning 
and pruning, digging and hoeing, seed-sowing and planting; 
praying to be ready to open their garden gates to villagers and 
the wider world on Sunday 1 July from 1-5pm. 

The gardens open for your pleasure are:
Beverley Cottage (Park Lane/Church Road)
Fernbank (Smiths Lane)
The Grove (Kings Lane)
The Hill Cottage (Kings Lane)
Ingon Grange (Ingon Lane, teas served)
Joiner’s Cottage (The Green)
Sherbourne House (The Green)
Taxus (Smiths Lane)

Although visitors will be encouraged to park at 
Ingon Grange and The Grove as they first arrive, 
when moving on to visit gardens in the heart of 
the village they will need to park sensibly on the 
road and so we ask villagers to be patient and 
understanding and to offer a Snitterfield welcome 
to our garden-visiting guests for just these few 
hours on this one Sunday afternoon. The keen-
eyed amongst you will notice that the all-important 
teas will be served at Ingon Grange throughout the 
afternoon, so, when you have walked your socks 
off garden visiting, do come and relax over cake 

and a cuppa. Talking of which, we will be needing a bounteous 
supply of cakes, so please do contact me if you can help as 
we will need quite a selection and your help would be really 
appreciated. 

Now, get your diaries out, mark the date and keep a look 
out for those bright yellow ‘Garden Open’ signs come 1 July, 
calling you in to see what delights await you! 

Gillie Waldron
Tel: 731830

More flower power at the village fete in 
June: see page 7

Village votes to approve the Neighbourhood Plan
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Council Tax
Warwickshire County Council (WCC) voted in 
favour of a 4.99 per cent increase in Council 
Tax of which a two per cent increase has been ring-fenced to 
help fund the increased pressures on Adult Social Care and 
Children’s Services. This will represent an increase of £1.25 
per week on a Band D property.

Stratford on Avon District Council is increasing its element of 
the council tax by 1 per cent, Warwickshire County Council by 
4.99 per cent and the Police and Crime Commission (PCC) by 
6.25 per cent, which means the rate for a Band D property 
in Snitterfield will be £1,747.04, which is less than residents 
living in Stratford and Bearley. The element of Council Tax 
which goes to WCC is £1,363.68 per annum for a Band D 
property.

The 6.25 per cent increase by the PCC follows an extensive 
consultation with residents throughout Warwickshire and 
equates to an extra £1 per month. This means the force can 
retain around 33 police officer posts that might otherwise 
have been lost.

Due to the success of Warwickshire’s growing economy 
and its prudent management of finances, the county is 
on a sound footing to protect important frontline services 
and in particular the most vulnerable people. The following 
additional investment was also agreed at the Budget Meeting 
in February:
• Invest £300,000 over two years in Mental Health, Drug 

and Alcohol services. 
• Invest £200,000 to attract £12 million into digital fibre 

optic hubs in 20 schools. This will allow the schools and 
surrounding communities to benefit from a broadband 
experience at new superfast gigabit speed.

• Invest £330,000 into dedicated provision for school-
based special education needs. A local approach to keep 
vulnerable children in their own school community.

• Invest £108,000 to maintain Sunday opening in WCC’s 
main libraries and support the volunteers and community 
groups that operate from these libraries. WCC will also 
invest £100,000 in digitalisation of its heritage collection, 
linking the villages and town of Warwickshire, the 100th 
Anniversary of the end of World War 1 and Coventry City 
of Culture – this will enable the county to keep a record 
and cherish the memories of Warwickshire folk.

• Last year WCC created the Capital Investment Fund. 
In 12 months WCC has been able to invest up to £30m 
extra in projects and this investment fund will be 
continued.

Anne Parry
anneparry@warwickshire.gov.uk

Mobile: 07917 117737

News from your  
County Councillor

News from your  
District Councillor

Five Chances: World War I 
in Words and Music

At our most recent Cabinet meeting, 
members of the Council were presented with 
the final draft of the Stratford on Avon Area 
Transport Strategy. 

The document is the culmination of over four years of work 
launched by Nadhim Zahawi MP through a series of public 
meetings before being followed up by the then Portfolio 
Holder for Housing and Infrastructure and latterly (post public 
consultation), myself.

I should stress that this document will form part of the 
Warwickshire County Council Local Transport Plan and is 
‘owned’ by the County Council. The District Council has been 
involved in the production of the plan as it directly affects 
the town, but it does not form part of the suite of policy 
documents to which we are responsible. 

As this is a document that will not be formally adopted by 
SDC, it was within my gift as Portfolio Holder to endorse 
the strategy without the need to bring it before Cabinet and 
Council. However, I felt that would be entirely the wrong 
thing to do and that it was vital for our Council to consider 
and debate the strategy in full before any endorsement is 
sent to the County Council.

Much has been said about the plan and the Stratford Herald 
recently reported that the Cabinet had refused to endorse 
it. That is absolutely not the case. The Cabinet quite simply 
chose to pass a recommendation to the full Council, to 
consider endorsing the strategy. That was always the 
intention. 

That is not to say it was all plain sailing. Both Councils have 
received some very strong representation over some of the 
policies contained within the Strategy, many of which were 
responded to in the consultation document that accompanies 
it. 

Many have since criticised the level of detail the Strategy 
provides and that without further detail they would not be 
supportive. This Strategy is designed to provide principles 
and a framework for future transport infrastructure, the 
details and delivery of that come later. 

Ultimately, we now need to decide if we are prepared to 
endorse the document. In doing so the Council will be 
providing both me, as the portfolio holder, and the County 
Council, as the Highways Authority, the necessary leverage 
to seek and obtain funding from both private and public 
sources. If we don’t endorse and the County Council don’t 
adopt the Strategy, any strength that we would have had 
will disappear. It would be next to impossible to then obtain 
funding for these projects without some accompanying 
housing developments – something that would increase 
congestion further still and is in no one’s interests.

It is imperative that the Council move to endorse this plan 
and enable my colleagues and I to seek appropriate funding 
to relieve the stress on our transport infrastructure. 

Over 50 years ago, the County Council produced a plan (with 
full funding!) to build a relief road and second river crossing 
to the east of the town. The then Stratford Council turned 
down the proposal and since then we have provided nothing 
to support the increase in population and vehicle reliance.  
Now is the time for us to do so, it may be our only chance for 
another 50 years.

Peter Richards
Peter.Richards@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Mobile: 07912 410375

Stratford Oaks Gold Club and Driving Range, just outside the 
village on the Bearley Road, welcomes Snitterfield residents at 
an Open Day on Sunday 29 April between 11am and 4pm. 

You will be able to have a look around the facilities and have 
a choice of a free beginner’s taster session on the range 
(equipment provided) with one of the professionals or, for the 
more experienced golfer, to play nine holes to see the course. 

Please contact Nigel Powell if you would like more information 
by email: admin@stratfordoaks.co.uk or tel: 01789 731982.
www.stratfordoaks.co.uk

Pitch up at Stratford 
Oaks Golf Club open day
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Five Chances: World War I  
in Words and Music
To mark the centenary of the final year of the First 
World War, a war which elicited some of the finest, 
most powerful and most moving writing in history, 
Snitterfield-based historian Jon Cooksey and Stratford 
Literary Festival Director Annie Ashworth have 
devised an evening of music and poetry and prose 
from a wide range of famous and lesser known poets 
and diarists.

Sunday 22 April, Stratford Arts House,  
7.00-8.30pm with interval. 

£14.00. Box office: 01789 207100 or online: 
stratfordartshouse.co.uk
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Peter Richards
Peter.Richards@stratford-dc.gov.uk

Mobile: 07912 410375

Ghosts in  
the village
On my way driving home to Snitterfield, 
I sometimes see ghosts! Actually, 
it is the white Barn Owl that looks 

ghostly when caught in the car’s headlights. Then I realised 
one evening that there is a Barn Owl regularly hunting in 
the centre of Snitterfield. I’ve seen the owl patrolling the 
field north of Bell Lane and Church Road about an hour after 
sunrise and an hour before sunset. 

More than our other owls, you can see Barn Owls in daylight. 
It is more common towards the end of winter when food is 
scarce. The owl doesn’t 
need light to hunt; 
because of its excellent 
hearing it can find its 
prey even in complete 
darkness. Its hearing is 
the most sensitive of any 
animal that has been 
tested. The Barn Owl’s 
left ear is positioned 
higher than the right – 
see the picture right. This 
asymmetry means that 
there is fractional interval 
between a sound reaching 
each ear, and the owl can 
locate a vole or other small animal, with great precision. 
  
Female Barn Owls can be identified because they are not pure 
white under the wings or on the throat, see photo right. 
The Barn Owl does not build a nest so it needs protected 
spaces such as hollow trees, barns, derelict buildings and man-
made nest boxes.

You may have seen a peculiar thing about Barn Owls on the 

BBC series Spring Watch – the chicks in the same brood are 
very different in size. The female starts incubating each egg as 
soon it is laid, which means the chicks will hatch at different 
times. The older siblings have grown a lot before the youngest 
is hatched. While this can be an unfair advantage, it also 
happens that an older sibling feeds a younger one, something 
that is very rare in birds. In other bird species it is common 
that the female does not start incubating before the last egg is 
laid. The result is that the chicks hatch a maximum of a couple 
of days apart and they are much more similar in size. 

The Barn Owl has been in decline since the middle of the 19th 
century, which is thought to be due to changes in agriculture, 
increased road traffic and loss of nesting sites. An estimated 
3,000 juvenile Barn Owls are killed on Britain’s roads each 
year, which is equivalent to one third of all fledglings. More 
recently, Barn Owl numbers have recovered somewhat in 
Scotland and some areas in England. The recovery looks like 
the result of milder winters, more nest boxes, captive release 
programmes and field margins being managed in agro-
environment schemes.
    
Learn more about the Barn Owl at www.barnowltrust.org.uk 
and www.discoverwildlife.com/blog/12-barn-owl-facts-you-
need-know 

Claes Martenson 
martenson.claes@gmail.com 

Renowned, award winning 
stage and screen actress 
Dame Harriet Walter (RSC, 
Sense and Sensibility, 
Atonement, The Crown) will 
give voice to the soldiers in 
the trenches and of those 
women left behind. 

Narration is by Jon Cooksey 
and the evening also features 
music and readings from 
pupils at Warwick School, The 
Kingsley School, Leamington 
Spa and King Edward VI’s 
School, Stratford. 

Signs of our times
Having returned from overseas, I recently moved into the 
village to live in September 2017. 

I have become disappointed in the condition and quality of our 
village road signage and took the photos below to illustrate my 

point. I do not think that this 
problem enhances our lovely 
village or befits the status we 
hold both for residents and 
visitors.

I hope that a village or district 
effort can be made to clean up 
all of the signage around the 
village.

David Manly
Park Lane

Barn Owl hunting 
near Bell Lane
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Snipe explores the history behind a 
favourite walking route in Snitterfield
We’re fortunate to have one of the country’s foremost long-
distance footpaths running through the parish.The Monarch’s 
Way covers the 615-mile escape route taken by King Charles II 
in September 1651 following his defeat by Parliamentary forces 
at the Battle of Worcester. It runs 
from Worcester, via Stratford and 
Cirencester to Bristol, and then on 
through Dorset and Wiltshire to 
Brighton, from near where Charles 
found passage on a boat to France 
and safety.

King’s Lane in Snitterfield 
supposedly owes its name to the 
tradition which says Charles II 
rode through here, dressed as a 
manservant and sharing a horse.

Look out for the yellow waymark 
signs, see below, which feature a 
picture of the ship Surprise, which 
carried the King to France, above 
the Prince of Wales three-point 
feathered crown, superimposed 
on a Royal Oak tree in black. The 
oak tree signifies one of the most 
dramatic and well-known episodes 
in his escape, where he hid from 

troops in an 
oak at Boscobel House in Shropshire (which 
was to lead to The Royal Oak becoming the 
country’s most popular pub name). But this 
was only one of many dramatic episodes on 
the 21-year-old monarch-to-be’s six weeks 
on the run.

With a reward of £1,000 offered for the 

capture of the King – an enormous sum at the time – and 
cavalry patrols specifically tasked with finding him, the odds 
were very much against Charles reaching safety. If he and 
anyone helping him had been caught they would have been 
executed for treason, so the stakes were high. For the section 
of his journey through to Snitterfield and beyond to Long 
Marston, the king accompanied the sister of Colonel John Lane, 
an officer in the Royalist Army since 1642. Jane Lane had 
secured a travel pass to visit a relative near Bristol and Charles 
was disguised in a sober grey suit as her trusted manservant, 
with the alias of William Jackson. As was customary for a 
manservant at the time, the king rode at the front of a double 

saddle shared with Jane Lane. 
With them were Withy Petre 
(Jane Lane’s sister), her husband 
John Petre, and Henry Lascelles, 
another Royalist officer.

Near to Snitterfield the party ran 
into one of the Parliamentary 
cavalry patrols. John and Withy 
Petre went ahead of the party 
and the King, Jane and Henry 
Lascelles with great coolness 
rode through the troops, who 
didn’t challenge them. They 
continued through Stratford, and 
on to Long Marston, where they 
spent the night of 10 September 
at the house of John Tomes, 
another relation of Jane’s.

It wasn’t until the spring of 
1660 that Charles returned to 
England. A fellow passenger on 
that voyage was the renowned 
diarist Samuel Pepys – and so 

the king’s exploits came to be written down and his story enter 
the realms of folklore. Much may have been romanticised in 
the retelling but, whatever the truth of it, there can be little 
doubt that Charles rode through Snitterfield, and today we 
have access to a fabulous footpath as the legacy.

Read more in To Catch a King: Charles II’s Great Escape by 
Charles Spencer, William Collins, ISBN 978-0-00-815363-2
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The Great Escape

Fairy cottage: a work in progress and the finished piece

The start of spring - really?
Many thanks to Yvonne and Peter Spilman (left) and Jo Holt 
(below), who sent Snipe reminders of the snowy scenes we 
have seen around Snitterfield recently. Yvonne’s photo below 
left shows Church Lane under a blanket of snow. Jo’s lovely 
photo of the lake was taken on the first day of spring!  

The King and Jane Lane in one of a series of 
paintings about the escape by Isaac Fuller
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I would like to introduce you 
to the latest Snitterfield group! 
I have started a Community 
Crafter’s Club in the wonderful 
Graham Simons room in the 
grounds of St.James’ Church.

I wanted to bring local 
creatives together once a 
week, as most of us do our 
crafts at home alone. I was 
enjoying the crafts table 
at Snitterfield playgroup in 

December  (set out for the kiddies, but mainly used by the 
parents) and thought of the idea. There was something so 
therapeutic about sitting there with a nice cup of tea, chatting 
and making things! So after a discussion with my friend Ian 
Spiers, he gave me the confidence (and biscuit bribery) to 
push me forward. I am currently trying to get some local 
funding to help cover the building rental each week.

I am hoping to entice painters, knitters, airfix modellers, 
felters, card makers, sewers, leather workers and more! 
Each Wednesday I will set up a still life table for artists to 
practise their talents and people can bring in their own craft 
supplies. We even have people coming with their own sewing 
machines! Whether you have a natter over your knitting or 
see a different craft someone is doing and want to know more, 
this Community Crafter’s Club will be a hub of shared activity. 
Crafter Siat Vincent explained: ‘A clay session took place on  
7 March: Kitten had such creative ideas showing how to use a 
jam jar, cardboard, masking tape and clay to create the most 
delightful fairy cottages.’

Four times a year I will do some basic craft tutorials for those 
who are interested in trying something new and we can also 
have demonstrators or tutors come in for special one off 
sessions if we have enough interest. Although this group will 
be for 16 and over, in half term children are invited to come 
along and I will do a kid-friendly craft that anyone can have a 
go at.

There is nothing like sitting and getting on with your favourite 
pastime, but you don’t have to do it in solitary isolation. It 
doesn’t matter whether you are a novice or a pro in your 
artistic hobby, this club is open to everyone. As She Terry 
commented: ‘It is a lovely welcoming group, plenty of friendly 
chatter. Three hours spent with not a care in the world, just 
friendship and crafts. Bliss.’

The Crafter’s Club meets 9.30am-12.30pm each Wednesday. 
Entry is £3 with hot drinks. Please join our Facebook group 
Snitterfield Community Crafter’s Club or email me for further 
information.

Kitten von Mew
kvm@email.com

www.kittenvonmew.com

Snitterfield gets crafty!

She Terry, 
Sue Chitty and 
Kitten

Fairy cottage: a work in progress and the finished piece

Above: Siat Vincent and Helen Wright

s photo below 
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SACC held a screening of Al Gore’s latest film An 
Inconvenient Sequel at the village hall recently. As the name 
suggests this is a sequel to his 2006 film An Inconvenient 
Truth. 

The sequel shows how climate change is so much more 
evident now than it was when he made his first film, but also 
shows how much more activity is taking place to combat the 
issue. The film culminates in the successful agreement made 
at the Paris climate change summit at the end of 2015. The 
principal message of the film is that the problem has become 

easier to solve due to the falling 
cost of renewable energy and 
urges viewers to change their 
energy supplier to a renewable 
energy supplier. In so doing, 
for little cost, a big change will 
occur.
 
In parallel with the screening, 
SACC is promoting the switch 
from conventional energy supply 
to renewable energy supply. 

It would be great to get the whole village to change! Please 
visit our website for more information and links to the best 
and cheapest providers (www.snitterfieldacc.org).

Duncan Parker

A convenient 
opportunity

Snitterfield Nursery has been really busy this 
term learning about different festiv
cultures. The children enjo
Chinese New Y
parents and carers. They ha
Holi (A Hindu colour festiv
Easter! 

The main topic for this term has been learning 
about the people who help us such as doctors 
and nurses, so the nursery has a pla
up as a to
dressing up and pla

The children ha
teeth, how to look after them and going to the 
dentist. 

W
an integr
took o
The team also welcomed Vicki Croucher as 
Deput
y
and enthusiasm! Since taking on their new 
roles both Sar
the nursery and introduced a daily routine so 
that the nursery children ha
but also enjo
groups too
 
The website now includes a link where 
parents can try out some of the activities 
we do at nursery at home! T
www
F

66
00

60
00

3193 1800 1800 3193

12887

24
00

18
00

Proposed Ground Floor Plan

New Meeting Room

Provide flush threshold and level 
patio for Disabled Access to new 
french doors with 180 degree hinges

new store 1

new store 2

Kitchen

Main Hall

NEW ROOF OVER

Full height windows

Provide flush threshold and level 
patio for Disabled Access to new 
french doors with 180 degree hinges

new glazed doors and side
cheeks to entrance

elecs

scale bar

1m 2m 3m 4m 5m

Store

DDA WC

ra
m

p 
up

ra
m

p 
up

Servery

New DDA door

window

ra
m

p 
up

New concrete/timber ramp

existing window infilled

existing 
window 
infilled

M

F

Existing male & 
female toilets to 
be refurbished

electrics to be relocated

Pr
op

os
ed

 E
xt

en
si

on

Proposed Extension

Pr
op

os
ed

 E
xt

en
si

on

Pr
op

os
ed

 E
xt

en
si

on

Line showing extent of Existing Meeting Room to be removed

Landing

ST04

DP

DP

DP

DP

DP

DP

VP

DP

Ceiling
slope

Ceiling
slope

Ceiling
slope

Ceiling
slope

Ceiling
slope

Existing Ground Floor Plan

7647

Meeting Room (to be removed)

Date:

Scale:

Drawing number:

Rev

1719/04 Revision:

1:50 @A1

February 2018 Drawn: 

DateNotes

A      R      C      H      I      T      E      C      T      S
BROWN MATTHEWS

Tel: 01789 730346Oak Tree Design Studio, Wolverton Road, Snitterfield,
Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire CV37 0HB

Chartered Architects       Historic Building Consultants

SN

Snitterfield Village Hall
Bearley Road
Snitterfield
Warwickshire
CV37 0JH

Existing & Proposed Floor Plans

- - -

-

Snitterfield Village Hall Management Committee (SVHMC) has 
been working on plans to improve the hall and provide facilities 
for disabled users. These plans also include refurbishing the 
toilets and storage areas and building a replacement meeting 
room to the rear of the hall, see the plan below. Due to rising 
costs we have altered the original plans for refurbishment and 
are currently seeking funds through charitable organisations. 
However, we need to demonstrate in our applications that the 
village community supports our new plans and has had the 
opportunity to become involved with the project.

Please could you help us with this project by completing the 
questionnaire enclosed with this edition of the Snipe on  
behalf of yourself and your family to demonstrate that we  

have as much support as possible.

Please return the completed questionnaire by 28 April when 
each name will be entered into a draw for a £25 cash prize.  
Please deliver your completed questionnaire to either the 
village shop, the pub or to Tony Moon, SVHMC, Bramble 
Cottage, Bearley Road, Snitterfield, CV37 0JH, (next door 
to the village hall). SVHMC will have a table at the next 
Community Cafe on 8 April if you would like to discuss our 
proposals for the hall or would like to get involved with the 
project. Thank you for your support.

Tony Moon
Chairman, Snitterfield Village Hall Management Committee

The Village Hall Questionnaire
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“I know a bank whereon the 
wild thyme blows

Where oxlips and the 
nodding violet grows

Quite over-canopied with 
luscious woodbine ...”

    
William Shakespeare  

(A Midsummer Night’s Dream)

Another dreary wet day, at last the rain stops, Spring is in 
the air and what could be better than donning wellies to have 
a quick walk around Snitterfield Bushes to get a breath of 
fresh air and to see if the primroses are blooming. 

We are so lucky to have this small ancient woodland just up 
Bearley Road. Apart from hearing the bird song, you may 
see the roe deer. In April, the woodland floor is carpeted 
with primroses and violets, followed in May by orchids, 
helleborines and bluebells and, if you have sharp eyes, you 
may spot the Herb Paris. 

The name has nothing to do with the city of Paris but is 
derived from the Latin ‘pars’, meaning equal, describing the 
symmetry of the four leaves arranged in a whorl around 
the stem. The pairing of the leaves suggest the pairing of 
lovers and the plant is often called true-love. Was this the 
inspiration Shakespeare had for Romeo’s rival to be called 
Count Paris in Romeo and Juliet?  
     
It was a charm for good luck in love, by placing the bloom in 

hats, hoods or purses, stressing how quickly love can be lost. 

It is an interesting plant and was a guard against witches 
and used in Medieval medicine to staunch the flow of blood, 
repressing rage, poison and intestinal flux. No longer used!!  
All parts are toxic if ingested.

So was William Shakespeare inspired by this plant as he 
scampered through our local environs when a young lad I 
wonder?

Margaret Tweed
www.snitterfieldgardenclub.org.uk

Duncan Parker

SNITTERFIELD
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Sunday, June 10th
12 noon - 4 pm

love, Peace & Flower power! 

Bhangra dancers           Shout!           
Radio Warneford           Tea Tent           Bar & BBQ           

Pimms Tent           Dog Show           Craft Tent           
Bumper Cars           Daisy the Donkey

           VW Camper Vans on display

News 
from the 
nursery 

Snitterfield Nursery has been really busy this 
term learning about different festivals and 
cultures. The children enjoyed celebrating 
Chinese New Year and enjoyed a party with 
parents and carers. They have also celebrated 
Holi (A Hindu colour festival), and preparing for 
Easter! 

The main topic for this term has been learning 
about the people who help us such as doctors 
and nurses, so the nursery has a play area set 
up as a toy hospital where the children have fun 
dressing up and playing hospitals. 

The children have also been learning about their 
teeth, how to look after them and going to the 
dentist. 

We’re delighted that Sarah Clark, who has been 
an integral part of the nursery for many years, 
took over as the Head of Nursery in January. 
The team also welcomed Vicki Croucher as 
Deputy Head Manager. Vicki is a qualified early 
years teacher and brings a wealth of experience 
and enthusiasm! Since taking on their new 
roles both Sarah and Vicki have freshened up 
the nursery and introduced a daily routine so 
that the nursery children have time together 
but also enjoy learning in smaller age specific 
groups too.  
 
The website now includes a link where 
parents can try out some of the activities 
we do at nursery at home! Take a look at 
www.snitterfieldnursery.com or follow up on 
Facebook.

Fiona O’Brien
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Monday morning in the Village Hall 
10.00-11.45am during term time. 
Open to parents and carers with 

children 0-4 years. Wide range of 
toys and a friendly welcome. 
Do come along and meet us or 
contact Hilary Schmidt-Hansen. 
Tel: 731246

   Snippets

Available for hire 

Situated in the heart of the village, the hall 
is the ideal place to hold meetings, events, 

parties and family gatherings. 

The facilities include: main hall, meeting 
room, kitchen, toilets, electric piano,  

stage and microphone. 

For information, rates and booking  
please telephone 07501416221/ 01789 730514 

email: saust1@btinternet.com

SNITTERFIELD 
Village Hall
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As part of our Eco 
Schools programme 
and to raise funds, 
Snitterfield School 
now has a clothes 
recycling bin. It 

will take clean, wearable clothing 
and shoes (attached in pairs), 
handbags and belts, sheets, curtains 
and towels. Please place items in 
supermarket type bags with the 
handles tied in the bin at school. 
The school also has a scheme to 
recycle printer cartridges, DVDs and 
computer games in original boxes. 

Village Hall Cinema
If you would like to join our email 
circulation list to suggest films you 
would like to see, please contact 
Hilary and Ole Schmidt-Hansen, Tel: 
731246. email: hilary@thegables.
spacomputers.com
Next screenings:
15th April: Paddington 2 (PG) at 
3pm & Murder on the Orient Express 
(12A) at 7pm
20th May
24th June
15th July

What’s On Where
Snitterfield Garden Club

First Tuesday of the month, Village Hall.

Tuesday 3 April 8pm, ’Wildlife in the Garden,’ 
by Nick Martin.

Tuesday 1 May 8pm, ‘Garden Design’ by 
Caroline Tait.

Wednesday 6 June, Rockcliffe Garden, 
between 11am-5pm. Open for NGS.

Tuesday 3 July, Ingon Grange 7pm for 7.30pm 
25th Anniversary Party.

Parish Council Meetings 
On the second Monday in the month, 7.30pm 
Village Hall. See noticeboard on Smith’s Lane.

Snitterfield Actioning Climate Change 
SACC meetings first Thursday each month in 
Village Hall, 8pm.  
Check www.snitterfieldacc.org for changes. 

SACC Community Cafe 
First Sunday of the month, 2pm-4pm, Village 
Hall.

Snitterfield WI 
Meetings on the second Wednesday of the 
month at 7.45pm in the Village Hall.

Sportsclub broadband 
Free internet access is available at Snitterfield 
Sports Club (50p fee for temporary guest 
status for non members). Opening times 
for weekdays are 7pm to 11pm; Saturdays 
12 noon to 11pm; Sundays 12.00 noon to 
10.30pm.

Whist Drive 
Every Monday, Snitterfield Village Hall, 
7.30pm. £1 including refreshments.

Pilates 
Snitterfield Sports Club, Tuesdays 9.30am, 
Wednesdays 11am. Contact Helen Tudge 
01926 259293. 

Thursday Club 
First Thursday each month 2.30pm, Village 
Hall.

Fun creative learning 
Fully qualified, experienced and caring staff
Excellent indoor and outside play facilities 
Forest school 
Government funded places
Open term time Mon-Fri 9am-3pm

For a visit, prospectus or more information please contact  
Georgia Skinner, Manager, 01789 731974, info@snitterfieldnursery.co.uk or  
online at www.snitterfieldnursery.com

We’re a not-for-profit organisation! OFSTED Registration: EY450987 Company Number: 07672389

Rag-Tag Toddler Group

WANTED!
Owner Driver required for local school 
meals delivery between Snitterfield and 
Wilmcote.
Monday to Friday, in school term time. 
Between 11.00am and 12.00pm. 
Excellent rate of pay.
Please contact Elizabeth Crowley on 
01922 663446 for more details or 
email recruitment@sheridanmyers.
co.uk

The Arden Valley Benefice is 
holding an out-loud, non-stop Bible 
Readathon on Monday 11 June until 
Thursday 14 June at St James the 
Great Church to raise money for two 
overseas charities and to celebrate 
the Centenary of the Diocese of 
Coventry. Individuals or organisations 
are welcome to take part in chosen 
15-minute time slots. For further 
details or to book a time please 
contact: The Reverend Richard Mutter, 
01789 731475, richard_mutter@
hotmail.com or Dr Joan Wilkinson, 
01789 731649, joanwilkinson25@
gmail.com
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