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Fun and fundraising at the fete and more
from an amazing summer! See pages 4-5

News from your
County Councillor
Councillors’ Grant Fund
This year’s Councillors’ Grant Fund has
been launched and is aimed at community and voluntary
organisations. The Fund provides each of the County’s 57
Councillors with a pot of £6,000 to support small-scale
projects within their division that support the following
outcomes:
•
Warwickshire’s communities and individuals are
supported to be safe, healthy and independent
•
Warwickshire’s economy is vibrant and supported by the
right jobs, training, skills and infrastructure
All applications should aim to build community capacity
and improve the health and wellbeing of people living in
Warwickshire. In particular, applications which address one or
more of the following priority categories will be favoured:
•
Improve community assets and their sustainability
•
Improve access to services
•
Improve financial capability
•
Reduce loneliness and isolation
Applications close at 5pm on Friday 31 August 2018 and
should be submitted using the online application form found
at: https://goo.gl/forms/TgwTNx0tFzsJmonA2
Please fill in the application form carefully, bearing in mind
the following:
•
Pay careful attention to the questions that are being
asked, and to the scoring criteria. In order to score
highly, your application will need to provide clear
evidence that it meets the stated criteria
•
Applicants should submit evidence of cost (eg quotes)
where appropriate
•
Applicants are free to submit any additional information
they wish in support of their application
•
Applicants are required to submit their governing
document as part of their application (electronically if
possible, or as hard copy where this cannot be done)
As this fund is applicable to seven parishes I would
recommend that grant applications are set at around £500 to
£1,000.
Anne Parry
anneparry@warwickshire.gov.uk
Mobile: 07917 117737

Greetings from Canada!
I have just finished reading The Lord’s Servant: The
Mystery of William Enwright Liesching on line in Snipe
issue 41, Spring 2016, written by Jon Cooksey. What an
amazing story! My sincere thanks to Jon and the archivist
of Blundell’s School, Mike Sampson, who assisted Jon in his
research. A mystery indeed! To clarify my interest, William
is my first cousin, two times removed and figures in my
research into my family history.
Genealogy is an exacting hobby. However, the most fun is
pictures, biographical information that lets you get to know
those that came before you and the people you ‘meet’ along
the way who help you gather all these details. As I live in
Canada, literally an ocean away from my British roots, I rely
on the internet and what I can find to support my quest; so
you can see why Jon’s story is so appreciated.
The people Jon mentioned in this story, William’s ancestors,
are mine as well ... The right Rev. Charles Peter Layard
Dean, the well known orator, was my four times Great
Grandfather, his son Charles Edward Layard my three times
Great Grandfather and so on. Over the years of research
I have been in contact with several living members of the
Liesching family and as it happens I am in receipt of a

News from your
District Councillor
In Snitterfield the Appleton House
development continues to require a great
deal of attention. Last year the Planning
Inspectorate granted an application for
housing on the site and we are now considering a drainage
scheme for that development. The first scheme presented to
the Council was considered unacceptable and was rejected.
A second scheme has been presented and I, along with
the Parish Council and residents’ group, continue to push
to ensure this scheme does all it can to reduce impact on
neighbouring residents and does not increase the flood risk
along Bell Brook and School Road. Given permission has been
granted for the development, the Council is required to seek
ways in which the housing can come forward.
We have now received the final judgment on an ongoing
court case at Wellesbourne Airfield. Regrettably the judge
considered that there was sufficient evidence to suggest
that a housing development could be brought forward on
the site, despite the Council’s position that it should be
maintained for flight and business activities. As a result, the
business eviction notices presented by the land owners have
been upheld. This could have a major knock on effect in the
district. Whilst the Council is seeking to use its Compulsory
Purchase Order (CPO) powers to buy the site, if we cannot
demonstrate a five-year housing land supply it is reasonably
likely that any application presented could be granted at
appeal. A lack of a five-year housing land supply could also
mean that the district is opened up for further development,
as our Core Strategy would be considered out of date. If the
Council were to pursue CPO of the site, and maintained its
policy for the airfield, we would need to agree fair market
value of that site. That value could run into the tens of
millions and would not be something I could support — the
Council does not have the financial resources and would
likely need to increase council tax to make the purchase. If
the site is valued at a level that would be achievable by the
Council I would be more inclined to support it. Either way, the
process has been started to explore that possibility and it will
be long and drawn out. I will keep you updated and would
be interested to know what your thoughts are on CPO of the
land. Please get in touch with me to let me know.
					 Peter Richards
Peter.Richards@stratford-dc.gov.uk
Mobile: 07912 410375

picture of William Enwright Liesching (see below) and it may
help to identify which boy is in Snipe’s published picture the pixilated status in the online copy is not clear enough for
me to be sure.
Why William chose to settle in Snitterfield we may never
know. However, as I read Snipe, the friendly attitude of
this village of caring people was apparent to me and if
William had been travelling around looking for a place to
rest his soul, this welcoming village of 1911 was perhaps
exactly what drew him to reside there. Again, my thanks to
everyone involved in the production of this story. I cannot
add anything to what you have written of William’s life, but
will certainly ensure it is preserved
for future generations, and perhaps
with further sleuthing one day
some of the questions will be
answered.
Best regards
Jane Layard Herasimenko
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
Jon’s article in Snipe 41 is available
to view on the village website

Have you ever
felt crafty?
Do you want to try something a little
different?
Crafty Gal is coming to Snitterfield
Community Crafters’ Club on
19 September for an extra special
tutorial! The cost is £20 per person,
inclusive of entrance fee, 9.3012.30pm. Create a needle felted
animal head to turn into a
brooch, or use your new found
skills to continue and make the
whole body. All supplies will be
included and hot beverages too!
Crafty Gal kits will be available
for purchase on the day if you
get addicted (you will!).
To book your place, please
email kvm@email.com. This is
essential as you need to prebook in order to do this tutorial.
Payments will be requested by
20 August. Apologies, but all
payments are non-refundable
as Crafty Gal is doing us an
amazing deal that barely covers
her costs.
Spaces are extremely limited, so pre-payment is essential to
reserve your spot. Payment can be made by PayPal, cash or

Celebrating
swans
It looks like the Mute Swans failed to
breed this year on Snitterfield Ponds. The
pair is without cygnets now, but maybe
you saw some earlier in the spring. The peaceful picture below
is from last year.
Traditionally swans were often kept for food and my oldest
English bird book from 1857 calls the Mute Swan ‘the tame
swan’. It is also called ‘the royal bird’ from the tradition that all
unmarked Mute Swans in open water in England belong to the
Queen. The Queen only exercises her right on a stretch of the
Thames. In the 900 year old annual swan upping, the Queen’s
Uppers join two companies with old rights to round up and
mark swans.
The peaceful behaviour of this beautiful bird changes
dramatically during breeding. You should give wide berth
to the male cob when he is defending his nest and young.
The male in Snitterfield Ponds swims across the pond to
aggressively confront you. Here, the swans usually nest on the
island. It is easier (and relatively safe) to see a nest close to
the Crowne Plaza hotel in Stratford.
These are very large birds with wingspans exceeding two
metres and weights around 11kg. The heaviest Mute Swan
weighed 23kg and holds the record for the world’s heaviest
flying bird. It takes a lot of power to get airborne for such a
heavy bird, and it can fly at cruising speeds over 100kmh.
The grey cygnet inspired Hans Christian Andersen’s ugly
duckling fairy tale. When the cygnet hatches it will follow the
first animal or human that it sees, a behaviour known
as imprinting. The family stays together until the cygnets
acquire white plumage. Outside the breeding season, the
behaviour is peaceful, so swans gather in very large flocks
during winter.

bank transfer. Your ticket will
be emailed to you, so please
print it off and bring it with
you on the day. Over 16s only
(sorry kids! Sharp pricky things
can give you ouchy boo boos).
Our club is open to anyone in
Warwickshire, so if you want to
bring friends and family they are
most welcome! Road parking is
free, but please be considerate
to the residents by not blocking
driveways.
Feel free to bring your own
snacks, drinks etc. We will
provide hot drinks such as tea,
coffee and fruit teas.
Kitten von Mew

The Silver Line is a helpline for older people that offers
information, friendship and advice 24 hours a day, 365
days a year. Founded by Dame Esther Rantzen, it is the
only national, free and confidential helpline for older people
in the UK. The Silver Line also offers telephone and letter
befriending by matching up a Silver Liner to a volunteer for
regular conversation.
So, if anyone is lying awake at night — or feeling lonely at
anytime — or is worried about a problem that they have
and think that a chat with someone friendly who cares
might help, please call The Silver Line on
0800 470 8090 www.thesilverline.org.uk

The Mute Swan is the national bird of Denmark. They have
been introduced to all other continents and are now seen as
a destructive invasive species in the USA. My old bird book
describes a large swan feather market on the Black Sea in the
19th century. The feathers were collected from the shore and
sold to be used as quills for writing.
The adult birds are very similar, but the male cob has a larger
bump on top of the beak. The swan is called mute since it is
not as vocal as other swans. It issues ‘strangled trumpeting’
and the more familiar hissing. There are other swan species in
Britain. These ‘wild swans’ migrate here from Northern Europe
and Greenland. A Whooper Swan flock has been spotted flying
over Snitterfield Bushes, but I don’t think we have had any
Tundra/Bewick’s Swans here. To see this swan species you
should visit the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust in Slimbridge,
Gloucestershire during winter.
Claes Martenson
martenson.claes@gmail.com

Those lazy, hazy, crazy
days of summer!
We have seen an extraordinary few months of weather —
glorious for sun lovers but rather a challenge for the gardeners
amongst us. As always, Snitterfield has been buzzing with
summer events and none so far have had rain stop play!
I think summer 2018 will be
remembered for its lovely spell of
weather ... and thank goodness as
we had a sunny evening to celebrate
Garden Club’s 25th anniversary
party at Ingon Grange. A long table
was laden with a delicious savoury
and sweet buffet contributed by all
the members — and an amazing
celebration cake.
Several founder members were present
and as we toasted our achievement
of 25 happy years, we reminisced
about our early beginnings. This led to
achieving a membership of over 130
members enjoying the fun, visits and
holidays.

Gwen Smith
with
Margaret
Tweed

How quickly time has passed and we
look forward to a new garden year
starting with the AGM and Produce
Show on Tuesday 4 September.
Margaret Tweed
The very first Snitterfield Open Gardens for the charity
National Garden Scheme (NGS) was a resounding
success. On a beautiful sunny afternoon on 1 July
more than 500 visitors flooded through the gates of
eight Snitterfield gardens, raising a total of £4,236.15!  
As well as donations to our two local hospices, just
over £3,600 was raised to boost the funds of the NGS,
which last year distributed £3 million between many
caring and nursing charities.
Delicious teas and cakes at Ingon Grange added to the delights of the day.
A lot of digging, weeding, dead heading and organisation by eight hardy
garden openers contributed to this tremendous result.
Gillie Waldron
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The Village Fete took place on a lovely English
summer day and was yet another resounding
success. With a theme of Love, Peace and Flower Power,
visitors were transported back to the era of hippies, flares and
VW camper vans with entertainment including 1960s songs
from Shout choir, the marvellous, colourful Nachda Sansaar
Bhangra dancers, Pacesetters Dog Display Team and of course
Radio Warneford, who, as ever, did a fantastic job with Adrian
compering the day with his inimitable enthusiasm and fancy
dress!

Claudine Pearson, chair of the Fete Committee, said: ‘A huge
thank you to everyone who worked their socks off to provide
an inclusive event for all the family. A special thank you to
the helpers who organised the parking, manned the gate and
dressed as Wombles in the very hot sun! Shout out to SACC
for reducing waste to a single bag of landfill too!’
‘After costs (including entertainment, insurance and the
purchase of a new gazebo) the profit from the gate, raffle,
Pimms tent, stalls and dog show came to £2,556. The school
also raised funds from the tea tent, and the cricket club from
the bar and barbeque, meaning that the Fete made a total
of more than £5,000 for groups within the village. Special
mention to CamperKing and Jellyhaus for providing extra
panache and boosting revenue’.
‘The Fete Committee has a pot of £2,500 to distribute this year
and will be shortly sending out grant application forms to all
village organisations, with a deadline of 31 October.’
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A perfect June evening sitting in a lovely garden, with a jazz band,
picnics, champagne and strawberries: what could be nicer!
Villagers Anna and Peter Turner hosted the event in the gardens of
The Grove in aid of SPEAR, a wonderful local charity which provides
support and care for infirm or unwanted equines and large animals.
The strawberries from Helen and Nigel Hayter were sponsored by
Tim Cox Associates and four classic cars and two Harley Davidson
motorbikes were on display.
A very moving speech from Jack Waters, who is a trustee of SPEAR
and a retired equine vet, reminded us of the amazing work that the
charity does. This was followed by an evening of music from the
Ad Hoc jazz band, with the Turners’ three charming donkeys,
chickens and peacocks apparently thoroughly enjoying both the
music and the stream of admirers. The event raised over £2,040 for
a very worthy cause.

Not an ordinary
committee!
You may know that Snitterfield
Nursery is run as a ‘not for profit’
enterprise. We are pretty unusual:
a village institution and a successful
business dependent on volunteers for its strategic oversight
and management. The nursery has a board, whose role it is to
provide guidance and advice to both support staff and parents.
We are looking to recruit individuals to join our board. This
is an opportunity for people with wider areas of expertise
to bring their skills to help run a small and self-contained
business. This could particularly suit a parent, carer or
grandparent, possibly with experience in business, finance,
the childcare sector, project delivery etc. It could also suit an
individual who is looking to gain experience in the nitty gritty
of running a small business or more particularly in the ‘back
office’ side of the childcare sector.

News from the Nursery
The children have had some fantastic experiences planned
for them this year; we have had visits from the fire brigade
(see photo below) and police! The children have had the
opportunity to experience the life cycle of a butterfly and
we would like to say a big thank you to The Domestic Fowl
Trust for allowing us to take care of six eggs, providing all the
nursery children with the experience of watching chicks hatch!
We are looking forward to many more exciting experiences
in September. If you would like to come along and visit the
nursery with your child please contact Sarah Clark on 01789
731974 or email info@snitterfieldnursery.co.uk

The nursery is in the early stage of a number of fairly
significant strategic projects. This is an exciting time for us and
so there are a number of possibilities for people to become
involved in one-off projects, without committing to an ongoing
role in the running of the nursery.
We already have an experienced and committed board of
directors who will be happy to discuss the business with
you further. A brief bio of each of us is set out below. We
meet once a month during term times: the arrangement of
these meetings is entirely flexible and we schedule them to
accommodate different working hours and availabilities.

Community Café
The Community Café was open
on the same day as the Open
Gardens scheme, drawing a huge
turn out with people enjoying a
drink and a slice of cake, as well
as perusing the various stalls. The
event was a great success thanks
to all those who baked cakes and
helped on the day.

If you or someone you know is interested in joining our team,
please do contact us to find out more. You can either contact
Sarah directly at the nursery or email info@snitterfieldnursery.
com.

Board of Directors
Helen Highlands (Chair): Helen is a child psychologist with 15
years’ experience in the NHS and six years of private practice.
We are fortunate that Helen is happy to offer consultation
where appropriate. She has three children, the youngest of
whom went through the nursery.
Louise Bennett (Secretary): Louise has experience working
as a frontline children’s social worker and currently works
within the courts advising the bench in relation to safeguarding
children within family proceedings. As well as being the
company secretary, she is also the safeguarding lead for the
nursery. Louise has two children at the nursery.
Catrin Astor (Treasurer): Catrin is responsible for the finances
of the nursery. She trained and qualified as an accountant
with PriceWaterhouseCoopers and is now a full time mum. Her
youngest child is currently at the nursery.
Sally Curson: Sally takes the lead on all HR related issues
within the nursery. She has over 12 years’ experience working
at Deloitte, Lloyds TSB and Innocent. Sally is currently
completing a masters in psychology and will shortly be
embarking on a new venture, which will combine her passion
for education and child psychology with her background in HR.
Fiona O’Brien: Fiona is responsible for the marketing side
of the business. She has extensive experience having held
a number of marketing and project management roles,
most recently for Calor Gas. Fiona currently works for the
University of Warwick organising and marketing some of their
international conferences and academic publications.
Sarah Clark: Sarah is the manager of Snitterfield Nursery
and also sits on the board. She provides the board with the
detailed understanding of the operational matters facing the
nursery. Sarah has over 15 years’ experience within the early
years sector and holds a BA Hons in early childhood studies.

This is your community and your café. If you would like to
have a stall as a one off or regularly, get in touch with Ian
on 07818 447705. Also, we welcome ideas and suggestions.
The café runs from 2pm until 4pm on the first Sunday of
each month at the village hall.
SACC Grants
It’s time to start thinking if there are any projects you
would like to undertake at home or in the community that
will help reduce our carbon footprint. Applications need to
be in by 1 October. Last year, SACC granted over £4,000
to pay for things like loft insulation, LED lighting and solar
panels to generate electricity. If you have an idea, but need
help developing it, get in touch via the SACC website. The
grant application form can also be found on the website
(www.snitterfieldacc.org) or picked up from the Community
Café.
Duncan Parker
Photo: Kitten von Mew

Lee Hillier and
Richard Yendall with
stars of the future

Opening
batters
Local youngsters have been
putting bat to ball during
junior cricket sessions run by
Snitterfield Cricket Club. All
Stars Cricket is a new initiative
from the England and Wales
Cricket Board aimed at providing
children aged five to eight with a
great first experience in cricket.
A dozen boys and girls took part
in eight sessions, with each child
receiving a backpack, bat, ball,
activity book, personalised shirt
and cap.
The emphasis is very much on
having fun and being active,
rather than formal coaching,
with the children enjoying a
series of games and activities
based around skills with bat and
ball.
Club captain Richard Yendall
said ‘We’re delighted with the
positive response from the
children, and the support and
feedback from their parents.
We plan to run All Stars cricket
again next year, and hope to
make it bigger and better’.

News from the
village hall
Questionnaire
Thank you to all the residents who returned their completed
questionnaires which were delivered in the last Snipe
newsletter and congratulations to Mr and Mrs Graham who
were the winners of the prize draw.

The STRATFORD FESTIVAL ORCHESTRA & CHOIR
presents….

A Night At The Opera

Ninety seven per cent of those that replied were in favour
of the village hall plans and suggestions were received
regarding the design and future activities that could take
place in the Hall, including more live music, fitness classes,
quiz nights and a venue for the younger generation to meet
on a regular basis.
We have had offers of financial pledges from 12 households
in the village, to whom we are very grateful, and have also
been offered supplies of some of the building materials.
The issue of parking at the village hall has been partially
addressed as we now have permission to use the school car
park out of school hours, which should reduce the number
of cars parked on the roadside. We have also approached
the Parish and County Councils about the possibility of a
community car park in the village.

We will, we will rock you!
As a result of the suggestions of staging more live music,
we are holding various fundraising events, including A Night
at the Opera, with Stratford Festival Orchestra and Choir
performing arrangements by the iconic rock band Queen.
Three members of the choir live in Snitterfield. The concert
will take place on Saturday 22 September at 7.30pm.
Tickets will be on sale from mid August, available from the
shop or Hilary Schmidt-Hansen: Tel: 731246.

ORCHESTRAL ARRANGEMENTS OF THE ICONIC ROCK BAND

Musical Director Simon Kemp

Saturday September 22nd 7.30pm
Snitterﬁeld Village Hall CV37 0JH
Tickets £8
available from Snitterﬁeld Stores
or call Hilary: 01789 731246
Email: Hilary@thegables.spacomputers.com
Licensed bar

Fundraising for Snitterﬁeld Village Hall refurbishment funds

Snippets

UNWANTED BOOKS AND
VINYL?

What’s On Where

Oxfam Bookshop in Stratford
is always on the lookout for
unwanted books and vinyl.

Snitterfield Garden Club
First Tuesday of the month, Village Hall.
Tuesday 4 September AGM and
Produce Show. Produce Show
entries accepted 6.30 pm- 7.30pm.
7.30pm Judging
7.30 pm-8.00pm AGM
8pm Viewing (wine will be served)

All good-quality items are sold
in their shop, be it general
fiction, children’s books or non
fiction.

Parish Council Meetings
On the second Monday in the month, 7.30pm
Village Hall. See noticeboard on Smith’s Lane.

Sue Yendall is happy to
collect direct from your house
and deliver to the bookshop.
Please contact her on 730269
if you have anything you are
able to donate.

Snitterfield Actioning Climate Change
SACC meetings first Thursday each month in
Village Hall, 8pm.
Check www.snitterfieldacc.org for changes.
SACC Community Cafe
First Sunday of the month, 2pm-4pm, Village
Hall.
Snitterfield WI
Meetings on the second Wednesday of the
month at 7.45pm in the Village Hall.
Sports Club Broadband
Free internet access is available at Snitterfield
Sports Club (50p fee for temporary guest
status for non members). Opening times
for weekdays are 7pm to 11pm; Saturdays
12 noon to 11pm; Sundays 12.00 noon to
10.30pm.
Whist Drive
Every Monday, Snitterfield Village Hall,
7.30pm. £1 including refreshments.
Pilates
Snitterfield Sports Club, Tuesdays 9.30am,
Wednesdays 11am. Contact Helen Tudge
01926 259293.
Village Bonfire
The village bonfire, organised by the Sports
Club, will take place at the Club on Saturday
3 November.

Available for hire

SNITTERFIELD
Village Hall
Situated in the heart of the village, the hall
is the ideal place to hold meetings, events,
parties and family gatherings.
The facilities include: main hall, meeting
room, kitchen, toilets, electric piano,
stage and microphone.
For information, rates and booking
please telephone 07501416221/ 01789 730514
email: saust1@btinternet.com

Fun creative learning

Fully qualified, experienced and caring staff
Excellent indoor and outside play facilities
Forest school
Government funded places
Open term time Mon-Fri 9am-3pm
For a visit, prospectus or more information please contact
Sarah Clark, Manager, 01789 731974, info@snitterfieldnursery.co.uk or
online at www.snitterfieldnursery.com

We’re a not-for-profit organisation! OFSTED Registration: EY450987 Company Number: 07672389

Rag-Tag Toddler Group

Monday morning in the Village Hall
10.00-11.45am during term time.
Open to parents and carers with

As part of our Eco
Schools programme
and to raise funds,
Snitterfield School
now has a clothes
recycling bin. It
will take clean, wearable clothing
and shoes (attached in pairs),
handbags and belts, sheets, curtains
and towels. Please place items in
supermarket type bags with the
handles tied in the bin at school.
The school also has a scheme to
recycle printer cartridges, DVDs and
computer games in original boxes.

children 0-4 years. Wide range of
toys and a friendly welcome.
Do come along and meet us or
contact Hilary Schmidt-Hansen.
Tel: 731246

Village Hall Cinema

If you would like to join our email
circulation list to suggest films you
would like to see, please contact
Hilary and Ole Schmidt-Hansen, Tel:
731246. email: hilary@thegables.
spacomputers.com
Next screenings:
19 August 7pm The Post
16 September 3pm Peter Rabbit
Evening film to be confirmed
21 October
18 November
16 December
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