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We are blessed with a huge diversity of wildlife 
in Snitterfield. In January, Tom Jenkins, who 
moved to the village with his family last year, 
started a new Facebook page: Birds Of Snitterfield 
and Surrounding Villages. It is a place to discuss 
sightings, share information and post pictures 
of birds and other wildlife seen locally – some 
common garden friends and some rare finds. It is 
well worth becoming a member to find out more 
about what is visiting local birdtables, to enjoy the 
photographs and maybe post some of your own. 

You will see many contributions from Snipe’s 
Real Twitter, Claes Martenson. Claes has been an 
important part of the Snipe team for many a year 
but is moving to pastures new. He will be much 
missed and we are very grateful for all his articles: 
they are always a fascinating read and he has 
taught us a lot over the years. Luckily for us, Tom 
has agreed to take over the column and we look 
forward to hearing from him in the Winter issue.

How many of these images from the Facebook page 
can you name? Answers on page 2!



This year SACC are urging residents to 
check their loft insulation. If you have 
less that 250mm (9 inches) make an 
application to receive free super-soft 
sheep’s wool insulation that will keep 
you cosy in winter and cool in the 
summer. 

You can download your application 
form at www.snitterfieldacc.org and 
email it to chair.
snitterfieldacc@
gmail.com. This 
year’s grant round 
closes on  
1 October 2021. 

Come and talk 
to us about your 
insulation needs 
at our stall at 
the Village Show 
on Sunday 12 
September. Save 
the date!

Mobile Library
Warwickshire Libraries’ mobile 
library will be in Snitterfield on 
the following Tuesdays: 
10 August; 31 August; 21 
September; 12 October;  
2 November; 23 November; 
14 December.

At Snitterfield Nursery from 11am to 11.30am.
On Church Lane from 11.35am to 11.55am.
At the Village Hall from 12pm to 12.30pm.

For enquiries or to renew books call 01926 851031 or go 
online at warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries.

Photos on front page, clockwise from top left:  
Greater Spotted Woodpecker; Wren; male Bullfinch;  
Magpie bathing in pond; female Blackcap; hare; Nuthatch; 
Robin.

If we want to have a 
village pub we need to 
support the Snitt Arms
Back in the spring issue of Snipe we wrote with relief that 
the Snitterfield Arms had been taken over and that our last 
remaining pub looked likely to survive. It did indeed open its 
doors in April. Since then it has been somewhat of a rocky 
start for the pub and it is fair to say that some local feathers 
were ruffled and quite a few residents let their views be 
known.  
 
Over the past weeks changes have been made: there is a 
new manager, Maddie Bott (see photo right); a new menu, 
including suggestions from locals; and drink prices have been 
lowered considerably. Managing Director of The Melt Pub 
Company, Chris Creasey, said: ‘We have listened to comments 
from the village and have made changes to the pricing and the 
menu. The team are trying really hard to bring the Snitterfield 
Arms back to life and make it a great village pub.’

As readers know, Snipe doesn’t include paid advertising, 
tries to stay neutral in its opinions and keeps any promotion 
of village matters and events to those which we feel are 
important and of interest to Snitterfield residents. In this case, 
Snipe felt that giving the pub a plug was justified. It has been 
widely reported that hospitality is having a challenging time 
with a lack of staff and people having lost the habit of regularly 
dropping into their local. There is a real danger that if business 
at the pub does not pick up soon and villagers don’t use it 

regularly, it will inevitably not be a viable proposition. The 
lease is up for renewal (or not) on 1 October and a decision 
will be made before then. It really is a case of use it or lose it.

While not being able to please all the people all of the time it 
does seem that the team 
are putting a lot of effort 
into making the pub a 
success and an asset for 
the village. The Family 
Fun Day in June was a 
good example, with a 
hog roast, bouncy castle 
and stalls and all to raise 
money for Snitterfield’s 
playing field. 

Maddie, who has previous 
experience at the Boar’s 
Head in Hampton Lucy, The Halford Bridge Inn and The 
Crabmill in Preston Bagot, said: ‘We are continuing to do Fish 
and Chip Fridays, both in the pub and as takeaways, and 
Thursdays are (home made) curry nights. The new menu is 
available Wednesday to Sunday and we would love to open 
seven days a week if custom increases’.

So, it is down to us. If we want a village pub then we have 
to show it some support. If we have suggestions, then 
Maddie is happy to talk them through with you. If we have 
criticisms then let’s make them constructive – there is nothing 
more demoralising than a stream of negative comments on 
Facebook. Keep an eye on the pub’s Facebook page for what is 
coming up over the next few weeks and let’s celebrate having 
a village pub over a pint or two.

Then and now ... 
Looking up Wolverton Road from Bell Brook



If you build it they will come ...

Many say that the best step you 
can take to attract wildlife to your 
garden is to provide water, so 
we decided to add a pond to our 
garden. We wanted a wildlife pond; 
a whole ecosystem with plants, small 
creatures, amphibians, and insects 
that would attract birds and bats.

A wildlife pond should have warm, shallow areas and a 
lot of plants. The water has to be well oxygenated but not 
necessarily clear. A lot of creatures spend the winter at the 
bottom, so a pond should be at least 60cm deep to avoid it 
freezing completely. It should have a surface area of at least 
four square metres and not be too exposed to the sun.

My design is a large figure of eight and with an area of 
seven square metres. One half has sloping sides to a depth 
of 20cm, while the deep half has shelves for plants and a 
maximum depth of 75cm. We chose plants such as yellow 
iris, bog bean, water mint, water lily and floating oxygenating 

plants. We added 
small pebbles in 
the shallow half.

The pond was 
finished in early 
2019 and wildlife 
emerged instantly. 
Within days there 
were thousands of 
mosquito larvae, 
and this attracted 
Grey Wagtails. 

The birds had to move constantly along the pond side as 
the larvae would dive deep as soon as they saw a shadow 
above. We soon had frog spawn and dragonflies (Southern 
Hawker) laying eggs. Out of about 800 tadpoles I think only a 
handful emerged as fully developed frogs. It must have been 
mayhem with dragonfly nymphs and larger (cannibalistic) 
tadpoles finishing them off.

In 2020, a lot of green algae developed as a result of sun 

exposure and not enough shade from plants. This provided 
more hiding places but the tadpoles were facing new 
predators as both Smooth Newts and Damselflies were now 
breeding in the pond. A Grey Heron paid a visit and small 
birds were taking baths in the shallow section. Early this year, 
we had surprise visits of a Mallard pair and a Moorhen (must 
have walked here!). The heron came back at least twice. The 
duckweed is now covering 90 per cent of the surface and 
the water is thick with 
oxygenating plants, 
so there is no algae 
problem this year.

There are lots of 
invertebrates in 
the water such as 
Pond Skaters, Water 
Boatmen, beetles, 
pond snails, and a lot 
of smaller ones that 
you would find pond 
dipping. There are five 
damselfly species, mostly Large Red and Azure Damselflies, 
but also Blue-tailed Damselflies, Beautiful and Banded 
Demoiselles.

Going forward, there is a risk that the pond becomes too 
overgrown. We trimmed tall trees before installing the pond, 
but there are still a lot of leaves falling into the pond. It 
should be possible to clear some of the new leaves each 
autumn, but eventually the pond should find a balance. While 
the floating plants produce enough oxygen, I have installed 
a small solar powered fountain that will air out some of the 
other gases from the water.

Adding a pond has been a fantastic success for us (and we 
don’t have a mosquito problem!). If you are thinking of doing 
it yourself, please contact me and I would be very happy to 
help you get started. There is a lot of online advice from the 
BBC, RSPB, RHS, etc.

We also established a wildflower meadow in 2019, but that is 
another story.

Claes Martenson
martenson.claes@gmail.com 

Common 
froglet

Azure Damselflies 
mating

In May villagers came together for an 
enjoyable day planting a hedge around the 
little playground off The Green. The event 
was the first community tree planting 
organised by Snitterfield Tree Action Group (STAG). 
Since planting, the trees have enjoyed ideal weather with 

plenty of rain and warmth. As a result 
they are thriving, with very few losses. 

The grass and weeds around the trees 
have also enjoyed the good growing 
conditions and STAG helpers met in 
July to do some clearing to reduce the 
competition. Thanks to all those that 
came down and helped out – many 
hands made light work.
 
If you would like to join STAG, either 
on the Steering Group or our list 
of helpers then please email stag.
secretary@gmail.com. We would also 

like to hear from anyone who knows of land that might be 
available for planting trees or hedges.
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Every year on 5 November we celebrate the failure of 
the gunpowder plot with bonfires and fireworks. The 
event has become synonymous with Guy Fawkes, but 
did you know that much of the Catholic disaffection 
leading up to the plot to blow up King James I and 
England’s nobility at the state opening of Parliament on 
5 November 1605 was centred on Warwickshire (see 
map below) – and Snitterfield had its very own part to 
play as the drama unfolded.

The destruction of Parliament was to coincide with a Catholic 
uprising in the Midlands, inciting a popular revolt during 
which a Catholic monarch would be restored to the throne. 

The plotters planned to kidnap James I’s 9-year-old daughter 
Princess Elizabeth from Coombe Abbey, near Coventry, and use 
her as their puppet monarch.

It was masterminded by the charismatic Robert 
Catesby, who is believed to have been born at 
Lapworth in 1573. Though the Catesbys’ principal 
seat was Ashby St Ledgers in Northamptonshire, their 
connection with Warwickshire stretched back centuries 
and the family had owned Ladbroke, near Southam, 
since 1349. Robert Catesby’s maternal family were 
the Throckmortons of Coughton Court. Catesby was 
closely associated with the county throughout his short 
life, in 1593 marrying Catherine, the daughter of Sir 
Thomas Leigh of Stoneleigh Abbey.

As a devout Catholic, Catesby, like many, had hoped 
that the accession of James I in 1603 would herald 
a period of greater tolerance towards his religion 
and beliefs and bring an end to the persecution they 
had suffered under Elizabeth I. However, this early 
optimism was quickly shattered and, by May 1604, 
Catesby had become disillusioned and come up with 
his deadly scheme. He revealed it to like-minded 
disaffected Catholics, including his cousins Thomas and 
Robert Wintour and Guy Fawkes.

He also recruited plotters such as John Grant (inset 

portrait in map, opposite), who had married Dorothy, Thomas 
and Robert Wintour’s sister. Grant had received a letter 
from Catesby inviting him to a meeting that took place in 
Oxford at the Catherine Wheel inn. The inn was named after 
St Catherine of Alexandria, an early 4th century Christian 
maiden, reputedly martyred by being strapped to a spiked 
wheel and then beheaded by the Roman emperor Maxentius. 
And presumably where the eponymous firework originated 
from. At this inn Grant and Robert Wintour swore an oath after 
which they were told of the plan.

Grant’s role in the uprising centred on his house at Norbrook, 
which was situated in Snitterfield and was regarded by the 
conspirators as a valuable and strategically-placed stronghold.
This moated and timbered manor house, now demolished, 
stood to the southwest of today’s Northbrook Farm – see 
the walk route opposite – and became a headquarters for 
the plotters. It was used to store gunpowder and weapons 
during the summer of 1605. The Snipe Gunpowder Plot Walk 
also takes you through the nearby Briery Land, where you 
will pass a cottage now named Gunpowder Cottage. Is it too 
fanciful to imagine that this too was used to store explosives 

for the plotters? Grant, who was 
aged about 35 at the time of the 
Gunpowder Plot, was also to take 
charge of the provision of horses 
from nearby Warwick Castle.

Of course, as we all know, the 
Gunpowder Plot was doomed 
to fail. As Grant and his fellow 
conspirators rode from Norbrook 
to Dunchurch, to await news 
of Fawkes’ success and to 
put in place the next stage to 
kidnap Princess Elizabeth, an 
anonymous letter had tipped off 
the Government. Fawkes had 
been discovered red handed 
in the cellars of the Houses 
of Parliament on 5 November 
and arrested. Under torture he 
revealed the names of his fellow 
conspirators. By Wednesday 
6 November the Government 
was busy searching for his 
accomplices, and towards the 
end of the day Grant’s name 
appeared on the list of suspects 
drawn up by the Lord Chief 
Justice. 

With a meagre force numbering around 50, Catesby, Grant 
and their fellow conspirators plundered Warwick Castle for 
fresh horses on the night of 5 November and spent the 

Gunpowder, treason 
and plot - and it was 
just down the road!

© Historic England Archive 

This map shows the location of a number 
of places in the Midlands associated with 
the Gunpowder Plot. The network of houses 
served as meeting places for the conspirators.
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following two days riding frantically across Warwickshire and 
Worcestershire, vainly trying to incite rebellion. 

From Warwick Castle they rode to Grant’s home at Norbrook, 
spending the night there and collecting muskets and 
ammunition that had been stored. They continued west 
through Snitterfield and Snitterfield Bushes toward Alcester. 
They attended a Mass conducted by Father Nicholas Hart, who 
also heard their confessions – a sign that eminent historian 
Antonia Fraser believes indicates that none of them thought 
they had long to live. 

Riding through pouring rain, the fugitives helped themselves to 
arms, ammunition and money from the vacant home of Lord 
Windsor at Hewell Grange near Bromsgrove. Any hopes they 
harboured of a larger uprising were dashed by the locals, who 
on hearing that the party stood for ‘God and Country’, replied 
that they were for ‘King James as well as God and Country’. 

The group finally reached Holbeche House, on the border of 
Staffordshire, at about 10pm on the night of the 7 November. 
Tired and desperate they spread in front of the fire some of 
the now-soaked gunpowder taken from Hewell Grange to dry 
out. An ember from the fire landed on the powder, and the 
resultant flames engulfed the conspirators. In the conflagration 

Grant was blinded – his eyes ‘burnt out’.

With the arrival of the Sheriff of Worcester and his company 
early on 8 November, the house was besieged. Catesby was 
killed, as were several other conspirators. Grant, and others 
who were wounded, were easily captured and imprisoned in 
the Tower of London. 

At his arraignment in January 1606 Grant pleaded not guilty 
to high treason, but he was nevertheless sentenced to be 
hanged, drawn and quartered, and was executed three days 
later on 30 January 1606 outside St Paul’s Cathedral. He was 
strapped to a wattled hurdle and dragged through the streets 
of London to St Paul’s (see the etching left). 

At his trial, when asked why a death sentence should not be 
pronounced against him, Grant had replied that he was ‘guilty 
of a conspiracy intended, but never effected.’ Similarly, when 
faced with the executioner’s halter he refused to confess – the 
only one of the condemned to do so. He was led quietly up 
the ladder and crossed himself, before being hanged and then 
subjected to the latter part of his sentence. It is believed that 
the house at Norbrook was demolished soon afterwards.

Andy Hopkinson

Snipe Walk 2
The Gunpowder Plot Walk
6.5 miles (10.5km) 

The full walk can be 
downloaded from 
snitterfield.com



Parish Council report
Design your own play area
Snitterfield Parish Council (SPC), as sole trustee of Snitterfield 
Playing Field, is seeking funding for a Community Workshop 
Design day. The workshop offers the opportunity for local 
residents to co-create the design of the playground. If funding 
is obtained, there will be a morning and afternoon session in 
which 20 local residents (of all ages) will take part in practical, 
playful activities guided by experienced, fully CRB-checked 
workshop leaders.

Participants will have the opportunity to take part in a variety 
of hands-on activities, including games, model-making, den 
building and creating temporary play structures using loose 
parts and other natural materials. Residents will be encouraged 
to discuss their experiences of each activity to identify the 
unique needs and play preferences of the group and explore 
different types of play that could meet these needs (and 
budget). 

After the workshop day has taken place, a detailed report is 
compiled to summarise the outcomes of the workshop and 
give an agreed framework to work towards. This report is an 
excellent way of documenting the playground requirements 
into an agreed and coherent brief that can be used when 
commissioning the design and build of the new play area. It is 
useful in supporting funding applications and helping to obtain 
like for like quotes from potential playground suppliers. Plus – 
it’s fun! Register your interest by emailing claudine.pearson@
snitterfieldpc.org.uk

Road Safety & Traffic Update 
Thank you to Andy Payne for his considerable time, effort 
and research into finding a solution to the lack of parking at 
Highfield Close. After extensive consultations with residents, 
he has drawn up five options to increase parking in the area. 
SPC are pursuing a meeting with Warwickshire County Council 
Highways, Orbit, and our District and County Councillors to 
understand costs and how funding can be obtained.

The Road Safety & Traffic group welcome the news that 
Warwickshire County Council (WCC) are setting up a cross-
party working group to look into the evidence, cost, impact 
and benefits of introducing 20mph limits in residential areas.
 
WCC, Warwickshire Police and the Warwickshire Police and 
Crime Commissioner are undertaking a review of parking 
outside Warwickshire’s schools. Inconsiderate, unsafe and 
illegal parking around schools is an ongoing concern for 
headteachers, parents/carers and residents and puts the 
safety of children, and others, at risk.

Landowners wanted!
Snitterfield is in a strategic location for Great Crested Newts 
(GCN) with the species recorded nearby. The creation of 
new GCN ponds is currently a priority target for biodiversity 

offset schemes and Warwickshire County Council would be 
very interested in discussing this with you. The area has 
been identified as strategically important for semi-improved 
grasslands. The restoration/enhancement of species-rich 
grasslands is also a target for biodiversity offsetting. Existing 
grassland that is poor/semi-improved could be enhanced 
through a combination of introducing wildflower species and 
implementing long-term grassland management. However, a 
site assessment is needed to confirm the existing grassland 
value. Soil samples would also need to be taken for analysis, 
specifically for nutrient status as species-rich grassland are 
strongly associated with low fertility soils and are difficult to 
establish and maintain on high fertility soils. 
 
All offset schemes need to be managed for a minimum of 30 
years and require a 30-year management plan. Depending 
on the habitat this may only involve occasional management, 
for example a pond once established should only need 
management every six to eight years. However, species-rich 
grasslands usually require annual management, either cutting 
or grazing or a combination of both.  
 
A key part of the plan is the management costs and is an 
important factor in deciding 
if it a scheme is viable. The 
cost of this management 
will vary from site to site, 
depending on factors such 
as the size of the site (larger 
sites usually benefit from 
economies of scale), the type 
of management eg grazing 
or cutting, and who does 
the management: external 
contractor, local farmer etc.  
 
Offset schemes are secured 
through a 30-year legal 
agreement between the landowner and WCC, whereby WCC 
guarantee to 100 per cent fund management set out in the 
management plan. In return, it is up to the landowner to 
implement the plan (although this can include the buy-in of 
ecological support from WCC Ecology or other ecologists) and 
maintain all habitat improvements over the 30 years as set 
out in the plan. Biodiversity offset payments cannot be used 
in combination with funding from other sources to pay for the 
same enhancements. 

To register your interest and find out if your pond is eligible 
for funding from Warwickshire County Council, please email  
planningecology@warwickshire.gov.uk to obtain an Expression 
of Interest Form. If you have any queries, please contact us at 
the same email address or call 01926 418060.

David Cole, Ecology Team
Warwickshire County Council 
                         
                Claudine Pearson

Snitterfield Nursery School is 
looking for volunteers! Could it 
be you?

We are looking for new 
volunteers to join our friendly 
board of trustees. No specific 
skills or qualifications are 
required, just a willingness to 
help. There are opportunities 
to be involved in whatever 
aspect of the organisation best 

suits your interests and skills, whether simply an enthusiasm 
for early years development and education, or specific 
experience in areas such as fundraising, marketing, child 
safeguarding, human resources, finances or legal compliance.  

We welcome those from all parts of our village community 
and beyond, with the aim of having a breadth of experience, 
skills and views on our board. There is no requirement to 

have a child attending our nursery. Volunteering is a great 
way to give something back to the community, while also 
providing opportunities to update existing skills and learn 
new ones. 

Snitterfield Nursery School has been providing early years 
education for over 20 years and is fortunate to have an 
excellent team of long-standing, experienced staff. 

As a charitable incorporated organisation, our aim is to 
enhance the development and education of children under 
school age. We do not operate with the aim of making a 
profit and are committed to enabling all families to access 
their entitlements to free childcare.  

Trustees are asked to attend half-termly meetings and our 
AGM. If you think you could help and would like to know 
more, please contact us at snitterfieldnscom@welearn365.
com. 

Marie Conroy



Delay to Village Hall 
Grand Reopening
The Grand Reopening of the Village Hall planned for 
July has regretfully been postponed. However, we 
look forward to welcoming you to future events in 
the autumn when we hope to have the hall fully open 
again for community use. The village hall was built in 
1931 and gifted to you, the local community. It has 
a Sole Trustee, which is the Parish Council, and has a 
small team of volunteers who manage the hall on your 
behalf. The hall is the hub of the community and hosts 
regular activities including Rag Tag Toddlers, dance 
and yoga classes, W.I. and the Garden Club. There is 
also a monthly Community Café and Rural Cinema. 
Everyone is welcome to join in these events and to 
organise new activities. 

We had hoped to share our progress with you all at 
the Grand Reopening but, in the meantime, we would 
like to share our renovation achievements so far. The existing 
toilets were upgraded in early 2018 and a new storeroom 
built in 2019 to replace the leaking shed. A new annex was 
created to incorporate an Easy Access Toilet during 2020-21. 
The Hall was redecorated and the floor sanded and revarnished 
this year. We will be upgrading the kitchen and installing a 
dishwasher in the next couple of months. 

The final part of the renovations is to replace the rotting 
timber meeting room at the rear of the hall to create a 
new social room. Planning permission has been granted 
but there is a lot of money to raise. This room will act as a 
backstage space for performances in the hall and can be used 
independently of the main hall by smaller groups. As you can 

see from the photo above, it is in dire need of replacing!

Thank you to everyone who has helped us along the way with 
their generous donations, grants and hard work. Our biggest 
challenge is to now find the funding and grants to help us 
achieve our goal and any help or support in this would be very 
welcome. 

For more information contact:
Tony Moon (Chairman), Tel: 01789 730098,  
Email:a.g.moon@btinternet.com
Hilary Schmidt-Hansen (Treasurer), Tel: 01789 731246,  
Email: hilary@thegables.spacomputers.com 
 
www.snitterfieldvillagehall.com

SAVE THE DATE!!!!
(Covid-19 restrictions permitting)

Playing Field, Wolverton Road, 
Snitterfield

Celebrating our Community 
and to include

Snitterfield Garden Club  Snitterfield Garden Club  
Produce ShowProduce Show

Dog ShowDog Show
Children’s EntertainmentChildren’s Entertainment

BBQ    Bar    TeasBBQ    Bar    Teas

SNITTERFIELD SNITTERFIELD 
VILLAGE SHOWVILLAGE SHOW

Sunday 12 SeptemberSunday 12 September
from noonfrom noon

Snitterfield Garden Club Produce Show  
12 September 2021

To be held at the Snitterfield Village Show 
Entries received between 9-10.30am. Fee: 50p per 
entry. One entry only per person, per class. 
Judging from 10.30am. Show opens to the public 
at noon. Prize awarded for first in each class. Prize-
giving at 4pm. Removal of entries only after 4pm, 
please. 
1  A single rose bloom.    
2  Five single stems of mixed garden flowers. 
3  Three dahlia stems.        
4  Three hydrangea heads. 
5  Arrangement of ‘Foliage in a Teapot’.
6  Six runner beans. 
7  Five tomatoes of a single variety.
8  Three eating apples of a single variety. 
9  Two corn on the cob. 
10 Three courgettes.
11 Three carrots. 
12 Collection of five vegetables, different from each    
     other.  
13 Blackberry & Apple Loaf (recipe on SGC  
     website).
14 1lb jar of raspberry jam.
15 ‘A Wildlife Collage’ on A4 card for ages 9 years    
     and under.
16 ‘A Bug Hotel’ for ages 10-16 years. 
 
Rules: Exhibits must be grown in the exhibitor’s 
garden/allotment. Exhibitor must stage their own 
entry with entry card once registered and entrance 
fee paid. Stewards will be on hand to help. Only 
one entry per person to be exhibited in any class.
In class 2 – five single stems of mixed flowers: this 
should not include seed heads or berries,  
but foliage on stems is allowed.
 
 



Rag Tag Toddler group will 
be closed for August but hope 
to reopen with fewer Covid 
restrictions in September.  

We currently meet on Monday 
and Thursday mornings in 
Snitterfield Village Hall 9.45-
11.45.  

We welcome all parents, 
guardians and carers of 
children from birth to pre-

school age. Wide range 
of toys, craft for older 
children, plus songs and 

story time! £2.00 for one 
child, 50p for each additional 
child.

Please book a place each 
week via the Facebook page: 
Snitterfield Playgroup-Rag 
Tag Toddler Group, or by 
contacting Hilary Schmidt-
Hansen, Tel: 731246. Email: 
Hilary@thegables.spacomputers.
com

Rag-Tag Toddler Group

   Snippets

Available for hire

Situated in the heart of the village, the hall 
is the ideal place to hold meetings, events, 

parties and family gatherings. 

The facilities include: main hall, meeting 
room, kitchen, toilets, electric piano,  

stage and microphone. 

For information, rates and booking  
please telephone 07501416221/ 01789 730514 

email: saust1@btinternet.com 
www.snitterfieldvillagehall.com

SNITTERFIELD 
Village Hall

SNIPE is produced and distributed by volunteers with the help of funding from Snitterfield Parish Council and Snitterfield 
Village Community Projects. Editors Sally and Andy Hopkinson, tel 01789 731852, email: info@sallyhopkinson.co.uk. The views 
expressed in these pages do not necessarily reflect those of the editors or other members of the SNIPE editorial committee. 
Current and back issues are available on www.snitterfield.com. Printed by SBS Print Group, tel 0116 235 5003.

What’s On Where
All subject to Covid restrictions. 
Please check with contacts below.

Snitterfield Garden Club 
First Tuesday of the month, Village Hall 
7.30pm. Gillie Waldron 01789 731830.                                                           
Parish Council Meetings 
Planning meetings on the first Monday of 
the month, 7.30pm Village Hall: see https://
www.snitterfieldpc.org.uk/planning/ for 
details. Regular meetings on the second 
Monday in the month, 7.30pm Village Hall. 
Email: snitterfieldpc@outlook.com  
www.snitterfieldpc.org.uk. See noticeboard 
on Smith’s Lane.
Snitterfield Actioning Climate Change 
SACC meetings first Thursday each month in 
Village Hall, 8pm.  
Check www.snitterfieldacc.org for changes. 
SACC Community Cafe 
First Sunday of the month, 2pm-4pm, Village 
Hall. Ian Spiers 07818 447705
Snitterfield Crafters’ Club 
Wednesdays 9.30-12.30 Graham Simons 
Room. £3 including refreshments.  
www. snitterfieldcrafters.wordpress.com
Snitterfield WI 
Meetings on the second Wednesday of the 
month at 7.45pm in the Village Hall.  
www.snitterfield.com/WI
Rag Tag Toddler Group 
See advertisement right for information.
Sports Club Broadband 
Free internet access is available at Snitterfield 
Sports Club (50p fee for temporary guest 
status for non members). Opening times 
for weekdays are 7pm to 11pm; Saturdays 
12 noon to 11pm; Sundays 12.00 noon to 
10.30pm. www.snitterfieldsportsclub.co.uk 
Bellringing practice 
Every Wednesday 5.30-6.30. St James the 
Great Church
Thursday Club 
First Thursday each month. Email: helen.
hayter@icloud.com, Tel: 07876 442726

We hope that the Rural Cinema will 
be returning to the village hall in 
the autumn and we look forward to 
welcoming you back. In the meantime, 
if you would like to join the Lockbuster scheme run by Live & Local please 
let me know. This is a film scheme which is similar to a book club, where we 
have a series of DVDs to share between us and we can comment on the films. 
This is done in a Covid-safe manner with instructions in each pack. The sets 
of DVDs currently in circulation include The 100 Year Old Man who Climbed 
out of a Window and Disappeared; The Kite Runner; A Man called Ove and 
The Red Balloon, together with a series of old classics: Charlie Chaplin – The 
Circus; Brief Encounter; Kind Hearts and Coronets and High Society. If you are 
interested in borrowing the DVDs or taking part in the scheme please get in 
touch and I will let you have further details. If you would like to join the email 
group for future updates on the rural cinema please let me know.                       
                                      Hilary Schmidt-Hansen

Tel: 01789 731246  
Email: Hilary@thegables.spacomputers.com

SNITTERFIELD VILLAGE SHOWSNITTERFIELD VILLAGE SHOW
Sunday 12 September - see poster on page 7
For many years SACC has taken on 
the task of recycling the rubbish at 
our village fete, for which we are 
extremely grateful – to spend two 
hours after the fete sorting through 
the rubbish is not a pleasant task. 
This year, we hope that Snitterfield 
Show will be a zero-waste event, 
with each stall/concession recycling 
their own waste. 

The Tea Tent will be using crockery, 
the bar intends to serve drinks in 

washable polycarbonate cups and 
food will be served on napkins 
which can go in the green bin. 
Please bring your own plates if you 
would prefer your food to be served 
on them. Help us to tackle climate 
change one small step at a time.  

If you would like to help with the 
waste management please contact: 
Email: snitterfieldfete@gmail.com, 
Hilary Schmidt-Hansen Tel: 01789 
731246.


