In the belfry, even with my beery head, we got
off to a good start. However, unfortunately
for me, during a break in the activities, the
Vicar appeared suddenly with a tray of glasses
and a large bottle of port! The occasion was duly toasted, and I
imbibed willingly along with the others, thereby mixing the
grape with the grain – which in my case, proved not to be a very
good idea!
When we resumed I soon forgot the sequence of changes,
making a real mess of ‘Grandsire’ - but the worst moment came
as all six of us were on the backstroke, arms poised aloft. My
indecision about the next sequence confused the others with the
result that several bells then came crashing down at the same
time, causing fearful vibration the tower! The villagers must have
thought Armageddon had arrived for 1963!
I shamefacedly left the other five ringers to finish the job as best
they could, and headed home in the early house to listen to it all
over again on the tape!

SNITTERFIELD WAR
MEMORIAL
One April night in 1978 a storm raged over
Snitterfield. The full force was not realized
until the next day when it was seen that the
War Memorial had blown down to the ground
and broken into several pieces.
The monument was seriously damaged and
local people raised £375 to pay for repairs.
£110 was given by the W.I. and £50 donated
by the British Legion. The rest was given by
local people.
During that Summer Alan Morris and his
team worked on the Memorial, but were
unable to repair it to its full glory as one
piece was too badly damaged to be put
back and so the monument stands today
one foot shorter than it had originally.
On Sunday 17 July 1978 the Memorial was
re-dedicated by the vicar, Rev Peter Shaw.
The service was attended by 200 villagers,
and Harry Loach who was one of the few local survivors
of the 1914-18 war, laid a wreath on behalf of the villagers.
Today the shorter version of the War Memorial stands proudly at
the top of the village, with a scaffolding pole inside holding it
firm against Nature’s worst.
Sylvia Birbeck

Yes it’s that time of
year when your mind
turns to
thoughts of a good wal
k with the dog, family
or
friends.
The countryside is the
re for us all to enjoy,
all in our
own particular way; be
it walking, sketching,
birdwatching or simply the
tranquility of the vie
w from
your own garden.
Even in the countrysi
de there are, for eve
ry-ones’
benefit, codes of con
duct that have to, and
should,
be followed.
A field left fallow or
to pasture does not sud
denly
become common land.
There are a network
of well
established rights-of
-way across the fields
around
Snitterfield. These rig
hts-of-way are there
to
confirm your legal rig
ht of passage, but the
y are
also there to protect
the land, livestock, wild
life and
in some cases the pri
vacy of your fellow res
idents.
We simply should not
wander ‘as the mood
takes us’.
In this issue of Snipe
you will have found a
map
showing the rights-of
-way around the village
. Take
some time time to fam
iliarise yourself with
the
walks you take, are you
keeping to a right-ofway?
If my response to you
r sudden appearance
over the
hedge at the bottom
of my garden seems som
ewhat
less than enthusiastic
, consider for a mome
nt that
perhaps you really sho
uld not be there!
Respect the privacy of
your fellow residents
,
consider the effect you
are having on livestock,
flora and fauna. Follow
The Country Code and
please
keep to the
rights-of-way.

IS SNITTERFIELD T
T E R FI
SURGERY
TERMINALLY ILL?
Over the past few months there
have been a number of changes at
Snitterfield Surgery. It is no longer
possible to book an appointment
with a GP but instead, you will be
seen by a Nurse Practitioner.

Jim Crow

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!
ADVICE FROM TRADING STANDARDS
Buying in the Sales
When you shop in the sales you have exactly the same
rights as the rest of the year and therefore traders commit
an offence if they display signs saying ‘no refunds on sale
items’. To keep within the law, goods in a sale must have
been available at a higher price for 28 days during the last
six months. If less than this, the shop should display a
disclaimer eg the higher price applied for less than 28 days
or only in certain branches if in a chain of shops.
Comparisons with another shop’s price must be clearly
identified and comparisons should be with the very same
product or very similar products sold by that shop.
For more advice on problems with shopping or buying
services, contact: Trading Standards Advice Line,
Old Budbrooke Road, Warwick CV35 7DP

Telephone: 01926 414000 or
Email ts-advice@warwickshire.gov.uk

This Snipe magazine is produced with the help of additional funding from:

The views expressed in these pages do not necessarily reflect those of the editor or other members of the SNIPE editorial committee

The GPs explained that they had been unable
to recruit an extra doctor due to a national
shortage. Therefore, they could no longer
spare a doctor for the surgery at Snitterfield.
They reassured the meeting that the Nurse
Practitioner was sufficiently qualified to look
after the majority of problems and that she
could ask a GP to come to Snitterfield if it
was vital.
The position on travelling to Stratford when
ill was less clear and they could suggest no
solution. However, they again reassured the
meeting that they would carry out house
calls as normal where patients were unable
to travel for medical reasons.
Since this village meeting, Councillors have
had complaints that the new system is not
working. Patients have said that doctors did
not come to Snitterfield as expected and that
a lack of public transport prevented them
seeing their GP. They also said that there
were problems with repeat prescriptions.

Thank you
Nurse Practitioners have extra training so
that they can treat minor ailments and
longer term problems such as asthma and
diabetes, which require regular monitoring.
Nurse Practitioners are being used widely in
the NHS.
Patients wanting to see a GP now have to go
to Chestnut Walk in Stratford, or to the
surgery in Claverdon.
All these changes were set out in a letter
from the GPs. Unfortunately this was only
sent out after the changes had been made.
The letter was also very unclear and caused
considerable concern and confusion in the
village.
The main concerns were the difficulties with
transport for those without cars, particularly
the elderly, those with children and those
unhappy about driving whilst ill. There are
no buses to Claverdon and only a few to
Stratford, with a long walk to Chestnut Walk
Surgery. A trip to Chestnut Walk Surgery can
take several hours and even for those with
cars there is the problem of parking.
As a result of these difficulties a village
meeting was called by Richard Hobbs, our
local County Councillor. This was attended by
almost all of the doctors and a considerable
number of villagers who were very vocal in
their complaints.

I S S U E
S P R I N G

LD

THE GRASS IS RIZ...

NIP

E

I had just settled down at home when a knock
came on the door. ‘Would you please come
and ring with us tonight – as we are one
short?’ What could I do? I went reluctantly off
to the Church - my wife promising to switch
on the recorder at the appropriate moment.

SPRING IS SPRUNG,

to the residents
of Snitterfield

S NI

As the organist and occasional bell ringer at
St James’ Church, Snitterfield, I was having a
few beers with members of the Choir in the
village pub, before returning home late on
New Year’s Eve 1962 to place the microphone
of my old reel-to-reel tape recorder outside
the window for the recording of the bells
ringing in the New Year.

FREE

E

RINGING IN A CRASHING START TO1962!

Sniper’s Corner

S

This article, submitted by Harry Marlow, was published in
The Guardian in December 2003 - we wonder if any residents recall
Harry’s entertaining rendition...?

To try to solve these difficulties Richard
Hobbs raised the issue of Snitterfield Surgery
at a meeting of Warwickshire County Council
Health Overview and Scrutiny Committee on
Wednesday 24 March. In addition to Richard,
the meeting was attended by Gerry
Stammers, Chairman of Snitterfield Parish
Council and by a number of villagers. The
Chairman of South Warwickshire Primary
Care Trust was also there. The Primary Care
Trust is responsible for the quality of GP
services in this area.
Villagers’ concerns were forcefully put by
both Richard Hobbs and Gerry Stammers.
The Chairman of the Primary Care Trust
responded by explaining the difficulties
facing the local GPs.
Following the debate the Health Committee
passed a resolution asking the Primary Care
Trust to call a meeting between the GPs and
representatives of the village to try to resolve
the problems faced by both parties.
Representatives from the villages will be led
by Richard and Gerry.
Before this meeting takes place, it is vital that
these representatives find out precisely how
the changes at the Surgery have affected you
personally, and whether or not you have
experienced any problems with the current
system.
Please contact Richard Hobbs on 01789
730331, or Gerry Stammers on 01789
731364, or any of your Parish Councillors, and

S I X
2 0 0 4

I

nterestingly enough, ISSUE 6 covers
the same controversial subject as
ISSUE 1, namely our terminally ill
surgery. Many residents are already
suffering the difficulties of trying to
see a doctor and the current
compromise offered is unacceptable by
most people I have spoken to,
particularly the elderly and the very
young. The phrase ‘use it or lose it’
comes into mind - except the
opportunity for us to ‘use it’ has been
removed!
We have articles on a couple of
Snitterfield Treasures! The first is Vic
Rawlings, who sadly died earlier this
year. Vic positively oozed drive and
determination despite major
disabilities with his Motor Neurone
Disease; he was a shining example to
all of us. Secondly, and very much alive
and kicking, is Gerry Stammers. In his
current role as Parish Council
Chairman, Gerry has brought a real
sense of caring responsibility to the
role, and with the very real threat of
over development in the village it’s
reassuring to have this quietly
determined man in pole position!
Did you know that England’s oldest
inland footpath, the Monarch’s Way
runs right through our village! What
an opportunity to get out there and
get some exercise, and while you are
doing that, have a closer look at our
‘living fences’.
There is plenty more to interest and
amuse you in ISSUE 6. This newsletter
will not exist without your news, YOU
are what it’s about, so please start to
think now about what you could
contribute for ISSUE 7.
Sadly, Ron and I will be leaving the
village shortly, but we shall still be
involved with the printing of SNIPE.
I would like to thank all of you who
have contributed and helped SNIPE
during my spell as editor. I shall be
handing my pen over to Ginny Crow,
so please support her and keep the
news rolling in, tel 731367.

Diane Hoe, Editor
tell them about your experiences, be they
good or bad? Even better, if you could put it
into writing via a short note or email, if not,
then please ensure you speak to them.
Your name will not be revealed.
Peter Morlidge

News from your
District Councillor

BEST KEPT
SNITTERFIELD

‘We never see a policeman in
Snitterfield and it is always
the police who have the
largest percentage increase in
the Council Tax.’

It is this time of year when the mowers
come out and the spring weather make
us venture out into the garden to start
the clean up and planting for the
coming summer. We think about
making our gardens nice so that we can
enjoy spending time in them, the
evening barbecue, drinks and friends
round to savour the benefits of living in
a rural community.

This is one of the most common
complaints I hear from people in my
role as a Councillor. They are right,
the Police precept has gone up by
7.9%, which is a larger increase than
either the County or District Councils.
However, this decision has not be
taken lightly as the Policy Authority
have been working on the Police
Budget since last October to make
the policing far more effective in
both Snitterfield and Stratford Town,
without a massive increase in the
precept.
The Police Authority has certain
directives from the Home Office, to
increase the support for Firearms
equipment and training as well as
money for the forensic science service
and radio equipment. On a local
level we have recognised the needs
of the people living in Warwickshire
and are investing in a modern
communications system so the public
can actually contact the police more
readily by telephone and enable the
police officers to communicate within
the force far more effectively. This
should improve public confidence
especially in the villages where the
only means of contact is the
telephone. Finance will be available
to fund an extra twenty Community
Support Officers to deal with antisocial behaviour and employ extra
civilian staff, thereby releasing
uniformed policemen to form three
neighbourhood teams to tackle the
crime hotspots in the County.
If you have any views on policing in
Warwickshire please write to me so
I can pass them on to the Chief
Constable.

Richard Hobbs
District and County Councillor

Well there is more than our gardens to
this rural community of Snitterfield and
we all need to look after it. The village
has in the past tried to win the ‘CALOR’
BEST KEPT VILLAGE IN WARWICKSHIRE
competition and last year, our
neighbouring village of Norton Lindsey
were the proud winners along with
Welford-on-Avon. We did not enter
because the Parish Council made a
decision, due to financial consideration,
not to spend money on non-essential
issues that were not a direct benefit to
the Parish. Also, because we could see
no possibility of having the village
clean, weed-free and tidy before the
judging, which takes place early in July.
This year we would like to enter but we
do need our residents to clean and
make tidy the areas outside of their
gardens. The pavements in certain parts

GERRY STAMMERS - RESIDENT AND SPOKESMAN
Most people in Snitterfield know Gerry Stammers
in his current role as Chairman of the Parish
Council, but there is very much more to this man
than meets the eye!
of the village are covered with last
autumn’s leaves and the boundary
hedges are uncut and overhanging the
pavements. These are areas that the
judges look at along with weeds
growing at the base and in walls
around the village. Key areas, such as
the village hall, the Square, the Bell
brook and grass verges must be litterfree. These are all judged during this
competition,
Following a tour of the village by Parish
Council members, it was decided it
would not be possible to win this
competition, so at the March Parish
Council meeting a motion was passed
not to enter.
What a shame. After such good work
has been done around the War
Memorial and the repair of the benches
by one of our parishioners, and with
the refurbishment of the Cemetery,
which is starting now. Our village could
look so attractive if only we all take
time to look at it!

Parish Council

SNITTERFIELD THEN AND NOW
These interesting
photographs of Park Lane
belong to Yvonne Hanson
who lives in one the cottages
shown in the picture.
We believe the old
photograph dates from the
late 1800s and if anyone has
anymore information at all
we would be pleased to
hear from you.
We would like
SNITTERFIELD THEN
AND NOW to become a
regular feature, so if
you have old
photographs of places
within the parish then
please let us know and
we will then take one
as it is today, and
publish both pictures
in subsequent SNIPEs.

Born in NW London, Gerry together with
his parents and brother were evacuated
to Bishops Cleeve, near Cheltenham, at
the beginning of the war. On leaving
school, Gerry had the opportunity to
train as an architect, but his father talked
him out it, due to the vast amount of
studying needed. Instead, he chose a
different path and became a qualified
engineer – after a considerable amount
of studying, it has to be said!
His career began in the aircraft industry,
where he trained as a designer of test
equipment, instruments and moulding
tools, with Smiths Industries. In the early
days of Gerry’s apprenticeship, the
company won a very special contract, to
design and build the flight system for military and commercial
aircraft including the test plane for Concord. Working on
these high profile projects, Gerry had his first experience
of flying.
He met and married his wife, Shirley, who was working at
GCHQ, in Cheltenham, and that is where their two sons,
Simon and Andrew were born
In 1964 there was a change in his career when he moved into
the plastics, rubber and chemical industry - and yet more
studying; this time in chemical engineering. His work took
him briefly to America before returning to take over a plant
in Bromsgrove as Production Manager; and it was here that
he and two colleagues designed the first plastic radiator grill
for the Triumph Herald car, and Volvo bumper systems. This
automotive development may be a coincidence, but Gerry is a
firm car enthusiast and has had a succession of sports car since
first learning to drive.
Whilst living in Oxfordshire, a further career move led to him
joining DSM (Dutch State Mines), he spent two years
commuting, each week, to Holland, where he was a member
of the team formed to build two new plants for the
production of engineering plastics, and polypropylene – used
extensively in the automotive, telecommunications, packaging
and building industries.
It was shortly after his return to a working base in Redditch
that he and his family moved to Snitterfield. That was twenty
six years ago, he thinks he has been accepted by the locals
now, he jokes!
After moving into the village, it was not long before Gerry
became more involved in the village community itself and
joined the Village Hall Committee. That led to his becoming a
Parish Councillor fifteen years ago.

Design and planning have featured throughout Gerry’s
working life, and it was back in the 1960/70’s, during the
‘construction’ phase of his career, that he became more
interested in planning, and since retiring 5 years ago, has
studied it in greater depth. He says, it is always possible to
find out something if you know the right
people to ask. His relationships, which
have built up with planning officers and
consultants over time, ultimately provide
a huge benefit to the Village.
‘I’ve seen some changes in the last 26yrs,
some of which have not improved the
village. There have been developments,
which do not follow the characteristics of
the village, and I have serious concerns
regarding ‘back land development’,
which is a constant threat and is against
the character and style of this village.’
‘It is vital the character of the village is
not destroyed, having said that, we don’t
want to live in a museum, but a thriving
community, which is developing and evolving in such a way
that it does not lose its character.’
‘One of the biggest changes I have seen, is the enormous
increase in traffic, both in volume, speed, and the size of the
vehicles. The trend towards large off-road vehicles is a
problem to a small rural community such as ours; the roads
are not designed for them. You only have to walk along The
Green, the original part of the lower village, to witness this.’
In recent years there has been a move away from traditional
rural industries, with an increase in industrial activities; good
for employment, but having a tremendous impact on the
volume of traffic, using our village roads and lanes.’
In 1998 there was a wonderful community spirit amongst the
villagers who were flooded. In the face of adversity that
community spirit came shinning through. He has grave
concerns as to what will happen to the village in the future, if
the community spirit dies. We all need to be prepared to help
to secure and improve the quality of our rural environment
ant the village we are fortunate enough to live in.
In retirement, Gerry is still involved with the motor industry,
offering his services to the small local industries. Leisure time,
if any, for this busy man, is spent on the golf course, and
indulging his passion for cars. He is a member of the MG
Owners Club, and has owned a sports car ever since he
could drive.
Gerry and Shirley enjoy taking frequent short breaks and have
a particular love of Scotland. They have two sons, the
youngest Andrew, a photographer lived in the village until
recently, and Simon the eldest, is MD of an IT company, and is
living in Oxfordshire with his family.
Future plans – they want to stay in the village for as long as
they can, because they have so many friends here, and Gerry
feels, your friends are so very important!

Walk a day, live a week

OUR LIVING FENCES

From an old French proverb

Every day we travel through our villages and
towns and rarely give a second glance to the
hedges bordering the lanes, roads and fields
around us. These seemingly insignificant
‘fences’ are part of our heritage, many dating
from the 18th-century when much of the
landscape was open tracts before the
introduction of enclosures. Stop for a moment in observation and you will
discover each is a vast nature reserve. We enjoy their beauty through the
seasons, stark shapes in winter, a blaze of colour in spring and summer,
teeming with life in autumn - insects, birds, animals, flowers and insects, all
dwell within and depend upon the leafy cover and fruits of these self
renewing fences.

SNITTERFIELD
FOOTPATHS AND
BOUNDARIES

Many hedges we see today were planted by land owners who chose species
which would grow quickly, often selecting trees such as hawthorne because
they presented an impenetrable barrier to animals by virtue of their thorny
nature and dense growth. Within a short time other plants infill between the
hawthorns, animals and birds build homes and nests. Climbing plants such as
bryony, clematis and ivy appear from nowhere to provide cover and beauty.
Violets, nettles, hedge parsley and meadowsweet blossom provide home and
nourishment for butterflies and insects.
As winter draws on sloe, elderberry, blackberry and dog rose provide food for
birds and a multitude of inhabitants such as hedgehogs, foxes, rabbits and
deer, lizards, snails, insects, spiders and flies - all fascinating to observe if you
have a few moments to watch quietly.

Spring is well under way and as
the days lengthen, temperatures rise and the hedgerows
blossom it’s a very good time to
take a walk along one of
Snitterfield’s many footpaths
and get to know your locality
from a different perspective.
This map of the Parish and
surrounding area shows that
there are almost as many
footpaths with public rights-ofway as there are roads.

These living fences would soon straggle and spread if left to grow wild and
landowners have to carry out regular trimming to keep them in check. We
have many examples around us of regularly
well-maintained hedges kept trim by
mechanical and manual methods. We can
enjoy their beauty, especially pleasing to
look at when they have been tamed by the
hard and laborious task of layering. This
countryman’s craft of bending over the
bushes at 45 degrees, weaving the partly
cut-through branches through stakes and
crowning with rods, create interwoven
hedges which are very strong and
attractive boundaries.

Before the invention of the
motor car all country people
except the gentry made their
short journeys on foot or
horseback, so locally paths
were as important as roads.
The majority of people then
never travelled more than a
few miles from home. We can
rediscover something of their
slower, quieter and more
rooted existence by seeking
out and exploring these old
footpaths.

Each year the number of hedgerows is
dwindling as modern farming methods
require large fields, yet retaining hedges brings
many benefits to farmers as they act as wind
breaks which helps to avoid soil erosion and
thereby
increase yields.

As a reminder of just how far
back some of these paths go
‘The Monarchs Way’ England’s
longest inland footpath runs
right through the heart of our
village. It closely follows the
route that Charles II took
fleeing from Oliver Cromwell’s
forces after the Battle of
Worcester in 1651. This was an
epic journey that eventually
took the King all the way to
the South Downs and Shorham,
610 miles in total. Kings Lane is
in fact said to have been
named to commemorate him
travelling down this road.
There is nothing quite like the
pleasure of getting off the
beaten track into a beautiful
landscape and experiencing the
atmosphere of these old
footpaths. So - go on - get out
there and go exploring on your
own doorstep - and when you
do why not write to SNIPE and
tell us about it.
Good walking...

If our living fences can be saved from
destruction, they will be here for future
generations of people and animals and provide fascinating and useful nature
reserves. In this connection, Warwickshire Wildlife Trust [WWT] and
Warwickshire CPRE have begun a survey of the county's hedgerows.
The survey is being undertaken by volunteers with small groups and
individuals focusing on their local areas. The Snitterfield Conservation Group
plans to be one such group, and arrangements have been made for Andrew
Thompson, the Conservation Manager at the WWT's Brandon Marsh Nature
Reserve, to conduct a training session for the group in the Graham Simons'
Room at 6.00 pm on Wednesday, 26 May 2004. Following an explanation by
Andrew as to how to undertake a survey of this kind, the group will have the
opportunity to gain some practical experience by studying stretches of one or
two local hedgerows. Anyone interested in attending the meeting, and
perhaps participating in the subsequent survey, will be most welcome.

PARISH BOUNDARY
PUBLIC FOOTPATHS
THE MONARCH’S WAY

It will be appreciated that permission from the landowner must be sought
before any survey can begin. However, the WWT's previous experience has
shown that the great majority of landowners and farmers welcome the
surveys. Not only are the findings of general interest, but they can assist with
such matters as the preparation of applications for grant aid and provide
advance notice as to whether certain hedges conform to the regulations.
Please join us at what should be a most instructive evening.

Graham Simons' Room at 6.00 pm on Wednesday, 26 May 2004

INTERNATIONAL ACCLAIM FOR SNITTERFIELD
More than a dozen new rosettes
adorn the walls of The Sport Horse
stables since the return of Jilly and
Rhett Bird from their recent
championship competitions in
Spain.
The specialised and intensive
training carried out in Snitterfield
paid off with spectacular gains
against tough international
competition when they
represented Great Britain in the
Spanish Sunshine Tour 2004.
Congratulations go to the team
and to Rhett who gained second place
in The Young Horse classes riding
Renegrade, a six year-old; seventh
place in The Small Tour Championships
in the first year of international
competition, with Onassis, an eight
year old, the youngest horse in a class
of 44 horses; and twelfth overall place
with Gerhart in the top level of sport,
The Grand Prix, out of a total of 55
horses.
The all-weather facilities, essential for

riding throughout
the year, certainly
improved the
training conditions
for these highly
skilled horses,
riders and grooms.
Continued
investment in the
improvement to
stable buildings,
housing and care is
required to keep
pace with the
demands of these
top level international competitors.
Unfortunately the sad death of Fred
Shorter, who initially masterminded
and managed the new stable block
project, has resulted in the
postponement of installation.
However, together with extensive
landscaping, it should be completed by
the end of the summer.
ABOVE: Rhett is pictured competing on
Onassis in the championships.

VIC RAWLINGS 1931-2004
As many of you will already be aware Vic died earlier
this year in his beloved Gambia. The church was full
for his memorial service held at St James and there
were many tributes from his devoted family, friends
and neighbours.
Vic and Jan met at the Primrose Café were Jan
worked and where Vic developed a taste for the
bread pudding sold there. After a lot of bread
pudding Jan and Vic became engaged in 1953 and
planned to marry the following year, however Jan’s
father wanted them to wait until 1955, which they
did. They married at St James Church on 1 January
1955. They have lived in Snitterfield for most of their
married life and their children Philip, Malcolm and Timothy were brought
up in the village. Vic joined the Snitterfield and Bearley Scout group and
helped to raise money for the group and organised transport through his
work as a taxi driver.
Vic left his job with Pottertons after nearly thirty two years due to ill health
and two and a half years later, he was diagnosed with Motor Neurone Disease.
Despite being confined to wheelchair and unable to speak, Vic didn’t let the
disease defeat him. With the help of the Motor Neurone Disease Association
and the encouragement of his family he taught himself to use the computer
and through the Internet and E-mail contacted people all over the world. He
used his skill to help Jan run the Thursday Club by printing tickets and posters.
Vic and Jan were great travellers and went all over the world but Vic’s
favourite place was the Gambia, which they went back to over twenty times.
They made many friends there and were given special names Jan’s being Big
Momma and Vic’s Daddy Cool.
It was here that Vic died with his wife by his side, Jan is grateful for the care
he received in the Gambia and that after suffering with this disease for
eleven years he died so peacefully. It shows the high regard Vic had
amongst us that over £800 was collected as a donation to the Motor
Neurone Disease Association. This is added to the thousands of pounds that
Jan and Vic have raised over the years to combat this terrible disease.
Their son Malcolm is hoping to participate in a charity run in China in
October 2004 to raise more funds for this cause - if you wish to find out
more please view his web page at www.malcsmission.org
With acknowledgements to Alan Morris

OVER THE
GARDEN WALL
Recently SNITTERFIELD GARDEN CLUB
welcomed Chelsea Gold Medallist garden
designer, Christopher Bradley Hole who
gave an inspirational talk on garden
design. His work is mostly contemporary
with emphasis on synergy and capturing
an element of surprise as he explores the
space in which the garden has to be
created. The evening was applauded, yet
his ideas are controversial and provoked
declarations suggesting Snitterfield’s
landscape would remain unchanged!
A peep over the garden walls in
Snitterfield will reveal a remarkable
range of gardens varying from the
chocolate box cottage garden, to
grander designs emerged from the bones
of those created many years ago.
Although styles may be slow to change,
planting is becoming more adventurous
encouraged by media ‘make overs’ and
garden publications.
SNITTERFIELD GARDEN CLUB endeavours
to encourage new techniques as well as
conserving traditional skills and methods
for pest control, composting and
essential gardening tips. Visiting other
gardens is always an inspiration so we
take advantage of the summer months
to enjoy the many wonderful venues
within easy travelling distance featuring
special interests as well as socialising in
member’s gardens.
Throughout the changing seasons,
gardens of Snitterfield give tremendous
pleasure to residents
regardless of their
design. Perhaps we will
be tempted to take a
closer look over the
walls and hedges to
see how your garden
grows.

ROUP NEWS
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SNITTERFIELD NURSER
Y
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the
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the main building. As
a result the nursery is
currently
located in the village
hall
complete when we sha until the school building work is
ll move back again int
o
portacabin on the sch
ool site – therefore com the larger
circle of change and
pleting a
growth.
The nursery runs each
day
into the village hall and of the week and since the move
the children are definit
enjoying having more
ely
spa
settling into the routin ce. The adults are gradually
e of putting everythin
g
remembering which
box holds what game/p away and
uzzle/story.
More space also means
that we are able to tak
children which is wond
e
erful with such a large more
children in the village
number of
, although we are alr
ead
full 26 children at lea
st one day after Easter y up to our
.
We work to national
standards and set a top
ic
term for the children
to explore. Just before for each
half-term we
took the children and
several parents to the
butterfly
farm in Stratford to rou
nd off our topic ‘Jung
les’.
We are very grateful
for all the help and sup
port from our
own committee, parent
s, the school and the
village hall
management commit
tee over this transitio
nal period.
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Things have changed at SNITTERFIELD PRIMARY SCHOOL. I joined
the school in September 2003, as the new Head Teacher. I am still
very new to the village and its surroundings. However, I have
been overwhelmed by the support and friendship I have received
from the school community.
The school is a small but thriving part of the village with plenty
going on.
We try to provide a welcoming environment, but we do need
more space.
You may have already noticed some major changes as you look
over our school fence.
We are very excited at the prospect of two new classrooms on
our site. The children and staff are watching the progress of the
builders carefully. At times it feels as if they are going to come
through the existing walls! We know it will be worth it in the
end.
In September we are planning an Open Day where anyone is
welcome to come and look at our new environment.

