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Primary School 
forms Federation
On 1st September 2012 Snitterfield Primary School 
will be forming a Federation with Wilmcote and 
Loxley Church of England Schools. This follows a 
period of consultation with the governing bodies, 
staff, parents, parish councils, local authority and 
other stakeholders from all three schools.

A federation of schools is a governance structure 
whereby two or more schools share a single 
governing body under section 24 of the Education 
Act 2002. However, all schools retain their separate 
identity and continue to receive individual budgets.  

For the first year of federation, Mrs Sue Ogden 
will be Headteacher of Snitterfield and Wilmcote 
Schools while Mrs Janet Clough will remain in post 
as Headteacher at Loxley until her retirement in 
2013. The three existing governing bodies will be 
disbanded to make way for a new single governing 
body, including representatives of the staff, parents, 

local authority, local communities and 
the Church.

The Governing bodies of all three 
schools believe firmly that becoming a 
Federation is an exciting and positive 
step which will help to secure the 
three schools’ places at the heart of 
their local communities.  

10th Anniversary 12-page Issue

Children are led by 
Monty the Duck on a 
Toddle Waddle to raise 
funds for the Meningitis 
Trust. See page 7

The benefits of the federation will enable the schools 
to pool resources and facilities, utilise staff expertise 
and leadership and become more financially efficient.  
By working together in this way, the federation 
between the three schools will enable them to 
further raise standards and provide a more varied 
and exciting learning experience for pupils.

More news from the Primary School on page 3.

The Primary School children in Class 3 were 
asked to design a book mark for National 
Book Day, a country-wide competition. They 
had to design a book-themed bookmark and 
were entered into the ‘up to eight years old’ 
age range. 

Thousands of entries were received and Sam 
Lewis’s design was selected as the winning 

entry for his age range. By being placed first 
Sam has won £250 National Book Tokens for 
the school, £100 National Book Tokens for 
himself and £100 National Book Tokens for 
the class library. 

Sam is currently compiling a list of books that 
he would like for the school library (and being 
helped with suggestions from many friends). 

Sam makes his mark in national competition  



Warwick, to establishments all over the country. When 
he bought Park House Mr Brookes erected a gallop 
on the park land and kept a racing stable, which was 
next to the main house and opposite on a site known 
as Elmdon. He employed two trainers and a jockey 
and he had some early winners with a horse called 
Stumpy. I used to supply the stables with straw and 
because he didn’t want to annoy the neighbours I 
collected the horse manure twice a week to use on the 
farm. We also used to drive sheep from the Airfield 
through the village to graze some of the fields on the 
park.

Soon after Mr Brookes left the village, Elmdon (the 
stables) was put on the market and Don Smart, father 
of Len and Dennie, had just had one of his fields 
compulsory purchased to build council houses (Hales 
Close and Duttons Close) so he started to negotiate 
the purchase of Elmdon to breed pigs. Ben Shepherd, 
the landlord of the Dirty Duck in Stratford who lived 
at Appleton House next door, was horrified and so 
quickly stepped in to buy it. He then erected some 
greenhouses on the site to produce salads for the pub.

It is not until you look back you realise how much 
change there has been in the village.  

Richard Hobbs, County Councillor                     
richardhobbs@warwickshire.gov.uk   

01789 730331  

I thought it would be a change 
to write about some personal 
memories of the village of 

Snitterfield from the period when I started farming in 
the mid sixties rather than council news.

There were three large properties each occupied by 
a single family which have now been subdivided. 
The Wolds was the home of the Morris family and I 
remember visiting there on a few occasions as Brian, 
the second child was about my age. The Turners lived 
at the manor house and Wally Turner was a regular 
customer at the New Inn, as it was then known. They 
also had property in Malta and I believe Ewan the son 
still lives there.

Then there was Park House, which during the fifties 
was owned by Geoffrey Lewis, a developer who built 
several houses in the village. He had six road vehicles 
with registrations GL1 to GL6,  the last two were 
tractors. I remember standing in the hall of Park 
House as a choir boy singing carols and then eating 
mince pies.

In the early sixties the property was bought by Mr 
Brookes who had been the landlord of the Fleur de 
Lys  pub in Lowsonford. Whilst running the pub Mrs 
Brookes sold home-made steak and kidney pies 
and the business subsequently developed into a 
large concern producing pies for pubs, then made in 

from the A46 into Kings Lane, near the Gospel Oak 
Lane junction. The main A46 is much busier since the 
reconfiguration of Junction 15 and the subsequent 
new signposts rerouting traffic along the A46, taking 
traffic going into Stratford away from the A435 
Warwick Road. 

If you have any comments, I would be happy to pass 
them on for reference or discussion. It is hoped that 
representation can be made to the Highways Agency 
to make the junction safer. 

Helen Hayter, District Councillor

Helen.Hayter@Stratford-dc.gov.uk 

Tel: 01789 731388/Mob: 0787642726

The Foxhunter site, which is 
a focal point in the village, 
currently has an ongoing 
planning application which 
is pending consideration at 
Stratford District Council.  

The number of dwellings has been reduced from 
three to two, which will result in less traffic associated 
with the site. The increased space also allows cars to 
turn within the site. The existing traffic island will be 
modified and a new footway taken behind a proposed 
area of verge, which will have bollards to avoid 
parking on the grass. 

  

It seems likely that the plans will go through and, at 
the time of going to press, there are no objections 
from myself or the Parish Council, although there are 
still some issues regarding flood defence measures 
which have yet to be agreed by the District Council. 
All parties are working hard together to achieve the 
best possible solution. If any residents have any 
concerns or comments please feel free to contact me.

Kings Lane Area Residents Association is planning 
to meet to look at the traffic problems turning right 

Snipe was unable to obtain permission from the applicant 
to publish the plans of the Foxhunter site but they can be 
viewed on the Stratford District Council website on the 
e-planning pages. Click on the ‘View Current and Previous 
Planning Applications’ tab and type 12/00134/FUL into the 
‘Application Number’ tab. The plans can be viewed under 
‘Plans’ at the bottom left of the page. The latest plan showing 
how the buildings will look is the ‘Superceded Proposed 
Streetscene Elevations’ (drawing number 207 G). 

Foxhunter approval in sight

Memories of Snitterfield and  
a horse called Stumpy



News from the 
Primary School

This term has been very busy; we have been doing lots 
of exciting things. Here are some of them.

The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee

On the 1st June 2012 the pupils from Snitterfield 
primary school had a Jubilee Day in which year 1 and 
reception made commemorative tiles while the rest 
of the school made their own Union Jack kites. Later 
on they flew them out in the windy field and had lots 
of fun. In the afternoon there was a street party (see 
below) on the playground where everyone wore the 

crowns that they had made. They all tucked into a King 
(or Queen!) size feast to finish off this fabulous day!

Music Morning

On 19th June a man from Alcester Academy came in 
to run a morning of music with nine of the Class 4 
children. We learnt all about jazz and improvisation and 
added our own compositions to a song.

by Maisie and Rachel

Without people like the Schmidt-Hansens the village 
would be a poorer place. 

Peter Morlidge

Snitterfield School Governors would like to express 
their thanks to Peter Morlidge who is retiring as  
school governor after a period of over 25 years. He 
has served as chairman, vice chairman and for many 
years as finance governor to the board of governors. 

His sound advice and support has been significant and 
the contribution he has made to the school has been 
invaluable. We wish him well and hope that he enjoys 
his ‘retirement’. Thank you Peter for all your help over 
the years.

Thank you to two school leavers
Hilary Schmidt-Hansen

After many years of sterling work for the school 
Hilary has recently left Friends of Snitterfield School 
(FOSS) as her youngest child, Freya, is to start 
secondary school. 

Hilary has worked tirelessly over recent years,  
working as treasurer of FOSS, school governor and 
has been deeply involved in the organisation of 
the bazaar and the school’s stalls at the fete. Her 
husband Ole was also chairman of FOSS for two 
years. Among other things, Hilary also organises the 
school’s garden club, spearheaded the renovation 
of the school wildllife pond, is on the village hall 
committee and she and Ole run the village cinema. 

Olympic Games

We have done lots of 
activities including 
our own ‘alternative 
Olympics’ which 

included a ‘bum-
shuffle relay’ 
(see top) and 
a space-hopper race! On the 3rd July Graham 
Fulford visited our school along with his Olympic 
torch (see above). Graham told us that he was 
nominated by his son, using Lloyds TSB, for the 
work he does in raising awareness about prostate 
cancer, including setting up his own charity. 
Please visit his website for more information 
www.grahamfulford.org.uk. We asked him lots of 
questions and he told us all about the torch and 
the runners.

Alice the Musical

Our Summer Production this year was Alice the 
Musical. We all worked very hard to learn our lines 

and our costumes were fantastic.  

Year 6

Year 6 have been very busy, we have been on our 
residential trip to Kingswood where we had lots of 
fun. We also went on a ramble and sports afternoon 
with Stratford High School, it was very hot and then it 
thundered and rained very heavily. We all got very wet! 



A year ago, my lovely mum died in our home in 
Snitterfield on a sunny summer day, with a pot of sweet 
peas by her pillow and surrounded by people who loved 
her. She had become increasingly ill with cancer in the 
previous months and it became obvious that she had 
limited time left and could no longer manage on her own. 
She moved in with us and within weeks she was partially 
paralysed and unable to walk, feed or wash herself. 
As a complete novice I, and my husband who, thank 
goodness, was working from home, were catapaulted into 
being full time carers. Mum couldn’t have been a better 
patient: unselfish and, amazingly, uncomplaining despite 
our often inept nursing. But looking after somebody 
you love who is that ill is frightening and exhausting. I 
constantly wondered about how older folk, on their own, 
coped with a similar scenario. I also learnt a lot about 
available help and thought it may be useful to pass this 
on in case any of you out there ever need to know.

When Mum moved in the stairs were beyond her. We 
discovered that it is possible to hire stairlifts and had one 
fitted within days from a local firm, Alfix. It wasn’t cheap, 
but knowing, sadly, that it would only be needed for a 
limited time, it was a better option than buying one. My 
mother had concerns that it would cause major disruption 

but this had no 
permanent fixings 
to mark carpets 
or paint. A lot of 
other equipment 
was available free 
of charge thanks to 
suggestions from 
the team of health 
professionals 
involved: grip 

handles were fitted in the bathroom, equipment to 
help lift Mum out of bed was provided, together with a 
raised loo seat and an alarm so she could call us if we 
were in another room. When she became increasingly 
ill a high-tech electrically adjustable bed was supplied 
downstairs, making life much easier for us and much 
more comfortable for her. 

We also discovered that Mum was eligible for NHS 
Continuing Healthcare. This, due to stringent budgets, 
supplied free agency carers for only a short visit each day 
but it contributed significantly to us being able to cope. 
There are other avenues worth exploring, some of which 
we were unaware of last year. For example, Guideposts 
is a local charity offering free practical and emotional 
support to unpaid family carers in Warwickshire. 

We, the four people in the photos, rang 
the church bells at 12 minutes past 8 
on Friday 27th July for the start of the 

Ding Dong ! A peal from the Snitterfield bellringers
Olympics; as did many other people 
throughout the land. The main point 
is that our combined ages amount 
to around 300 years and we are 
desperately in need of more ringers so 
that this ancient art will not cease with 
us. Imagine no more church bells ringing 
out over Snitterfield! 

Once learned, bellringing can be a 
fascinating hobby as well as a service  
to the community. We practise on 
Thursday evening at the church from 
7.30pm and would welcome anyone 
interested to come along for a taster or 
ring Michael on 731370.

Caring at home  

 

From left: Michael Gray Tim Dronsfield, 
Corinne Elliott and Jean Dronsfield

 One of the major misconceptions we all had was about 
the Shakespeare Hospice. We thought that hospices 
were all about dying and so we left it too late to take 
advantage of the full range of services they provide. If 
only we had realised while she was well enough to travel 
Mum would have enjoyed this calm oasis in Shottery, 
which is far more about supporting the living than about 
dying (many patients who attend the day hospice make 
a full recovery from their illness and continue to receive 
support for as long as they need it). She could have had 

one of the lovely complementary treatments on offer 
and physiotherapy and occupational therapy is available 
to help increase mobility and independence. They also 
dedicate Mondays to emotional and practical support 
(as well as complementary treatments) to carers and 
families, providing volunteers to stay at home with a 
patient while the carer attends the hospice. A day hospice 
patient commented: ‘Some people think if they go to a 
hospice it will be like closing the door, as though it is the 
end, but for me it was opening the door, allowing me to 
carry on with my life with dignity.’

We couldn’t have managed without the help of the 
Hospice at Home nurses, who, together with district 
nurses and a Macmillan nurse (see coffee morning on 
back page), provided invaluable support. They work 
in partnership with all health professionals involved, 
helping to provide a dignified and pain-free life for as 
long as possible and, most importantly, played a big part 
in enabling Mum to spend her final weeks in our home, 
rather than in hospital, which she dreaded. As well as 
nursing support they also have wonderful volunteers who 
stayed with Mum while we nipped out to get shopping or 
for an hour of fresh air with the dogs. Towards the end 
we had occasional overnight volunteer sitters who helped 
with night nursing or allowed us to get a few hours sleep. 
There is no charge for Shakespeare Hospice services. 
They receive just 5 per cent of their funding from the 
NHS, and rely on the generosity of local individuals, 
grant-making organisations and companies to meet 
annual running costs of approximately £1,400,000. We 
are lucky to have them.            Sally Hopkinson

Alfix stairlifts: 0845 250 3505
Shakespeare Hospice 01789 266852
www.theshakespearehospice.org.uk

 Guideposts: 0845 600 9980e
www.guidepoststrust.org.uk

www.warwickshire.gov.uk/carers

‘Some people think if they go to a hospice it 
will be like closing the door, as though it is 
the end, but for me it was opening the door, 
allowing me to carry on my life with dignity.’

Shakespeare 
Hospice gardens



 

Your local nursery is now a newly 
fledged, not-for-profit, Community 
Enterprise. Although we have 
retained our charitable status, we 
are now known as ‘Snitterfield 
Nursery School Ltd’. We have a 
board of directors, made up of a 
cross section of volunteers, which 
includes parents, both current and 
of children who have progressed 
on to school, and our own District 
Councillor, Helen Hayter. Towards 
the latter part of last year we 
recruited a new member of Senior 
Management staff and are now re-
energised to move forward. 

You should have received a 
marketing questionnaire with this 
edition of Snipe. Please, please 
don’t let this join your list of ‘Things 
to Do’. We really need your views.  
All returned questionnaires will be 
valuable in supporting us to review 
our service to our local community. 
Please return these as soon as 
possible to let us know what you 
think. We know other local nurseries 
have had a whopping 50 per cent 
return from similar marketing 

questionnaires … can we beat that? 
You can return them to Snitterfield 
Stores where Mr Singh has kindly 
offered to receive them, or to 
Snitterfield Primary School.

We are planning 
for the future and 
are considering 
new premises. Your 
opinions would 
be highly valued, 
so remember 
to complete 
our marketing 
questionnaire. After 
visiting a Forest 
School at another 
local nursery, we 
are developing 
one of our own, in 
conjunction with the 
primary school. This 
involves the creation 
of an alternative 
outdoor learning environment and 
we hope to build bug houses and a 
willow den to teach our youngsters 
about the wonders of the natural 
environment. If you have any 

The village’s first Community 
Enterprise Project underway

Over the 
Garden 

Wall

The challenging 
English weather 
has never thwarted 
Snitterfield Garden 
Club members. 

Throughout the 19 years since 
the inauguration, a meeting has 
never been cancelled. 

With a membership of over 120 
members paying an annual fee of 
£10, we have enjoyed stimulating 
programmes of super speakers, 
visited wonderful gardens and 
enjoyed social events. 

Celebrating our 20th gardening 
year we will start with the  
AGM at 7.30pm on Tuesday  
4th September, in the Village 
Hall, followed by the Produce 
Show at 8pm. Schedules are on 
the Village Notice Boards. 

natural resources (such as logs or 
willow) that you think would support 
this venture please get in touch.

We are also looking for volunteers 
to give practical support with our 
fundraising events. Any amount of 
support will be much appreciated 
so if you have some time on your 
hands we would love to hear from 
you. More details are available at 
the nursery or you can call Amanda 

Reilly on 07976 276964 or Sharon 
Coombes 01789 730514 or email 
ceb@snitterfieldnursery.co.uk  for 
more information.

Amanda Reilly, Chairperson

The Women’s Institute was set up to 
inform and educate women. It is an 
evolving organisation with each WI 
having its own identity. Nationally it has 
campaigned on issues such as regular 
cervical smears for women, milk quotas 
and save the honey bee. The latest 
resolution passed at the National WI 
Conference in the Albert Hall calls on 
the Government to invest in the training 
and employment of midwives to tackle 
chronic staff shortages.

Snitterfield WI is at the heart of the 
community and we wish to attract new 
members. We have been involved with 
the successful royal wedding breakfast 
and murder mystery and our monthly 
speakers have been excellent and often 
inspirational, such as the Ithacara 
Bakery in Tanzania. 

Unbelievably for a small WI we have just 
become ‘Great Olympians’, winning the 
Warwickshire Federation Olympics. Our 
members entered the table-tennis, darts, 
skittles, beetle, scrabble, rummikub and 
knitting: it was all about taking part in 
the true spirit of the Olympics and team 
SNIT won. We would like you to see 
what else we do. You may have ideas to 
help us move forward.
Come and meet us at our WI Coffee 
Morning on 1st September. See What’s 
On on back page.           Judith Walker

WI win Olympics With speakers including TV 
presenter Chris Beardshaw, Diane 
Perry from David Austin Roses, 
Tony Russell, writer and TV 
presenter, and Timothy Walker, 
Director of Oxford Botanical 
Gardens, it is sure to be an 
exciting year. Do come and join 
us, you will be sure of a welcome!   

        Chairman Margaret Tweed 
731636 

Hardy
perennials

Snitterfield Garden Club 
Children’s Competition

7 years and under     8 years and over
Prizes for 1st and 2nd in each class

Create a Butterfly using any media

Chairman’s Trowel awarded  
for most innovative

Entries received 6.30pm-7.30pm  
Village Hall  4th September 2012



2002 A new magazine for the village 
was launched to ‘create an awareness 
within the village, and provide a forum 
for your ideas and opinions’. Issue 1, 
Summer 2002, majored on planning 
issues and the threatened closure of 
the village surgery. The prospect of a 
Chicago style airport on our doorstep 
at Rugby plus the story behind our 
wonderful millennium wall hanging also 
featured this year.

Celebrating a decade 
of Snipe newsletter
Snipe is now ten years old. To celebrate we take a 
quick walk down Memory Lane. Over the years we have 
included regular round-ups of village organisations and 
their activities, planning issues and looks at bygone 
Snitterfield. How many of these covers and stories do 
you remember?

2003 The thorny issue of funding for 
Snipe was somewhat eased with a Fun 
Auction raising £1,500 (sadly long since 
spent). But, more dramatically, Issue 4 
in Summer 2003 recounted the derring-
do of local shopkeeper Lee Hillier during 
an early morning armed raid on the 
village shop. Snitterfield Garden Club 
celebrated its 10th anniversary with a 
party in the garden of Lesley Fall, its 
founder and first chairman.

2004 A new era in sport for the 
village began with the formation of 
Snitterfield Sports Club, bringing 
all the established sports under the 
one ‘umbrella’. The Welcombe Hills 
Vineyard also featured, alongside a 
map showing all the village footpaths. 
Margaret Tweed took a peek over the 
garden wall of Marjorie and Richard 
Bloxham’s prolific vegetable patch in 
Church Lane. 

2005 The band Dr Teeth raised 
the roof at the village hall, and plans 
were being put forward for changes 
to the A46/M40 Longbridge Island 
which locals feared would lead to the 
village being used as a ‘rat run’ during 
construction work. We took a look 
at how the Enclosure Act changed 
Snitterfield. The village mourned the 
passing of two well-loved residents, 
Richard Bloxham and Jan Rawlings.

2006 Snitterfield saw the first bottle 
of its very own Snipe Bitter go on sale, 
with a percentage of sales proceeds 
being donated to village causes. 
A potted history of the Snitterfield 
Institute and Village Hall also featured, 
as did fears over the impact of Coventry 
Airport. Villagers turned out to help 
Audrey Parnham with a catastrophic 
invasive weed that covered her lake and  
killed many 30-year-old carp.

2007 The cover says it all – what 
a summer! The Foxhunter destroyed 
by fire (a story still waiting for its 
resolution five years later!), devastating 
flash flooding in July, but a successful 
village fete. Newly launched Snitterfield 
Actioning Climate Change (SACC) set 
out its new vision for lowering our 
carbon footprint and the Snitterfield 
Local Plan was launched. And Roddy 
Llewelyn visited the Garden Club.

2008 The refusal of permission for a 
gypsy caravan site off Kings Lane, the 
first season of Helen Hayter’s delicious 
strawberries at Bramley Orchard Farm 
and the resignation of Gerry Stammers 
as chairman of the parish council. 
Bob Foster held his first exhibition of 
bygone photographs. A new dentist 
practice on Church Road and the 
Primary School officially opened its new 
pond garden after a year of hard work.

2009 The first Snitterfield Poppy 
Party for many years was a sell-out 
success. The village bonfire was set 
alight by vandals the day before the 
Firework Party, but a herioc band of 
volunteers saved the day by building a 
new one. The George Povey gardening 
project was launched. A petition to 
restore The Foxhunter was organised 
with hundreds of signatures collected 
door-to-door. 

2010 St James the Great 
launched an ambitious appeal, aiming 
to raise £35,000 to obtain an English 
Heritage Grant to restore the church: 
they achieved it. Helen Hayter 
becomes our new District Councillor. 
The Foxhunter planning application 
for three houses on the pub site 
was turned down, as was the Kings 
Lane gypsy site. SACC won the Low 
Carbon Communities Award.

2011 Work started on restoration 
of St James’ church. The Astronomical 
Society staged Stargazing Live at the 
sports club and the WI Royal Wedding 
Breakfast was also a stellar success in 
the village hall, serving more than 120 
guests who watched the action on a 
big screen. Installations began on solar 
panels under SACC’s Community Solar 
Programme. Tim Cox became High 
Sheriff of Warwickshire.

Snipe is published three times a year in spring, late 
summer and early winter. What will be featured in 
future issues? Well, that’s up to you. Send contributions 
to Sally and Andy Hopkinson, Taxus, Smith’s Lane.  
Tel: 01789 731852, e-mail: info@sallyhopkinson.co.uk.

If this quick view has whetted your appetite for a 
nostalgic trawl through all the previous issues of  
Snipe, take a look at the Snitterfield village website:  
www.snitterfield.com, where all past issues are 
available to browse.



A surprise appearance by Monty the Duck, mascot 
of national charity the Meningitis Trust, added 
excitement to a Toddle Waddle by children from Rag-
Tag Toddlers, the nursery school and the reception 
class of Snitterfield Primary School. Braving the 
elements, the youngsters toddled round the school 
field, raising a fantastic £184.50 for the charity.

Toddle Waddles are short sponsored walks for 
toddlers. As well as raising vital funds towards the 
Trust’s work across the country they also help to raise 

awareness of the signs 
and symptoms of the 
disease. 

Meningitis is the 
disease most feared 
by parents – it can 
strike in an instant 
and kill within hours. 
It causes inflammation 
of the membranes 
that surround and 
protect the brain and 
spinal cord. The five 
and under age group 
is one of the at risk 
groups, with over 50 
per cent of cases. 

Viral meningitis is usually a mild disease, but it • 
can make people very unwell. Many thousands of 
cases occur each year. Although most people will 
make a full recovery, some are left with serious 
and debilitating after-effects.
Bacterial meningitis can be life-threatening and • 
needs urgent medical attention. Most people who 
suffer from bacterial meningitis recover, but many 
can be left with a variety of after-effects and one 
in ten will die. 

Knowing what to look for and seeking prompt medical 
attention are vital. Early symptoms of meningitis 
can include fever, headache, vomiting, muscle pain 
and fever with cold hands and feet. Symptoms can 
appear in any order and a rash, often associated with 
meningitis, does not always appear.

If you’d like to help raise funds for the Trust why not 
join in its annual Five Valleys Walk, based around its 
Head Office near Stroud in the Cotswolds? The 21 
mile walk is split into nine sections and you can do as 
much or as little as you like. This year’s walk takes 
place on Sunday 30 September. Details on the Trust’s 
website (below).  

If you or anyone you know is worried about 
meningitis please contact the Trust on its 24-hour 

nurse-led freephone helpline on 0808 80 10 388 or 
visit www.meningitis-trust.org. The Trust will send 

you a free credit-card size signs and symptoms card 
and also has phone apps to download.

Man is truly an amazing animal and has been breaking 
new records in numerous Olympic sports in the recent 
games. But however impressive our all round sporting 
performance is, animals definitely get the gold medal in  
individual events.

The fastest animal on land is the cheetah. Capable 
of reaching speeds of 120 kilometers per hour it is a 
lot faster than Usain Bolt’s 44.7 km/h top speed. The 
cheetah can reach 75 km/h in one second after it was 
sitting, and 0-100 km/h in under three seconds.

In swimming we are poorly adapted compared to the 
sailfish, which can reach 110 km/h, while our world 
record on 50 metre freestyle means an average speed 
below nine km/h. The salmon can jump 3.7 metres (m) 
high out of the water; like a human diver jumping back 
up to the spring board.

The human world record 
in high jump is 2.45m and 
in long jump 8.95m. A 
Red Kangaroo can jump 
a length of 9.1m jump 
after jump and clear 3m. 
A puma can jump 6m 
straight up. The Rocket 

Frog can jump 100 times its length, which would be 
equivalent to 180m for a human. The Spittle Bug can 
jump 115 times its body length in high jump, which 
would be like clearing the Gherkin building in London 
for a human.

One gold medal weightlifter in London 2012 lifted 
three times his own body weight. But an ant can lift 
100 times its own weight and carry a load of 50 times 
its weight over a long distance. Then there is the 
Rhinoceros Beetle, capable of lifting 850 times its body 
weight: for a human that’s like 47,600kg – or more 
than two full double decker buses.

The Marathon world record is 2h 3min 38s, with an 
average speed of 20.4 km/h. Sledge dogs can run at 
an average speed of 24 km/h with a load and would 
finish the marathon at 1h 45min. The ostrich and the 
American Pronghorn Antelope can run long distances 
at an average speed of 48 km/h and would finish the 
marathon in less than 50 minutes. 

What about boxing? The Mantice Shrimp is capable of 
breaking a shell with its 60 kg punch delivered in 0.001 
seconds. This is so fast and strong that the water is 
boiling and light is emitted at the impact. 

The animals may not get 
Olympic medals but they 
have developed record-
breaking performances 
out of the need to 
catch food or to avoid 
predators. 

Claes Martenson

Real
Twitter

Toddlers waddle for charity

Faster, Higher, Stronger
Claes keeps the Olympic 
spirit going by looking at 
how we are consistently 
outperformed by animals 



Congratulations to Kate Elliott in 
Year 6 who designed this brilliant 
new logo for FOSS. 

Her prize is to spend a day 
with competition judge and 
graphic designer Martyn Patrick, 
working on her logo to create a 
piece of finished artwork which 
will be used by FOSS in all its 

communications. This winning design was chosen 
because of its simplicity and the way it shows the 
many things FOSS does as part of the day-to-day 
life of the school. 

We should have Jubilees more often – any excuse for 
a truly scrumptious cream tea and a bit of dressing 
up. Everyone came along in their red, white and blue 
Jubilee best. 

We had hats, trousers, waistcoats and wigs, princesses, 
painted faces and portraits galore. Congratulations to 
Zoe Billiard and Rachel Joseph, winners of the ‘Portrait 
of the Queen’ Competition. We even had a larger-than-
life-size portrait of Queen and corgi, created in sections 
by all the children of Snitterfield School, see right. 

The clotted cream teas themselves were a triumph. 
At one point, people were having to queue for a table 
before sitting down to tuck in. Friends of Snitterfield 
School (FOSS) would like to say a big thank you to 
everyone who baked, served, cleared up, washed up, 

Thank you to everybody who supported Snipe by 
coming to the Snipe Quiz in the village hall. It was 
great fun and terrific to see so many masterminds in 
one room. The half-time heads and tails competition 
was won by Sue Owen, who was presented with 
a voucher for a spa day for two at the Welcombe. 
Congratulations to Lee Hillier and his team who won 
the quiz.

Although Snipe production and distribution is 
undertaken by unpaid 
volunteers, printing charges 
are now £500 an issue, so 
funding three issues a year 
is a challenge. We rely totally 
on contributions and fund-
raising so the money raised 
at the quiz (over £300) 
was a welcome addition to 
funds. If you would 
like to become one 
of our supporters by 
contributing a one-off 
donation or regular 
standing order please 
contact Sally on 
731852. Even a small 
amount of money is 
much appreciated.

hung bunting, made magic 
and supervised bouncy 
castles – and, of course, to 
everyone who came along 
and helped us raise over 
£350 for the school.

                  Karen Joseph

A right royal tea with a touch of magic

Dear friends,

Life has taken a bit of a surprise turn recently and as a result 
I am now writing to you from sunny Cornwall, where I have 
now moved. I have been considering a move for some time, to 
be near my daughter Judith and her family, and found a very 
convenient and comfortable residential home in their nearby 
village of St Newlyn East. I have settled in well and am very 
well looked after.

It all happened quite suddenly after seeing the Manse last 
December but I was offered a very nice room looking out 
over the fields towards the sea so it seemed time to make the 
move. Judith and the family are able to pop in easily and I am 
enjoying spending time in their beautiful garden.

Noel and I were very happy in Snitterfield for nearly 30 years 
and enjoyed living there very much – the bungalow was ideal 
and the garden perfect for our needs. I am sorry to leave all 
my friends in the church (especially the church choir) and the 
village and am very grateful for their friendship and support 
over the years.

With my eyesight failing I had to give up driving among other 
things, so being here now gives me more company and trips 
out with the family. I have already joined the Methodist church 
in the village and everyone is very friendly and welcoming. 

I am sorry if I missed saying goodbye to everyone but I hope 
we can keep in touch. 

Jean

(If anyone would like Jean’s contact details please ring her 
daughter Judith on 01872 510370)

A message from Jean Jones Quiz tops up Snipe funds



and Bavaria, who are ahead of 
us in timing but from whom we 
may learn. Since it is generally 
accepted that we must all reduce 
our carbon footprints may I urge 
more consideration is given to less 
intrusive ways of achieving this. 

For example, extra insulation is  
very effective and good value.  
Also air source heat pumps for 
heating and hot water are becoming 
much more affordable and can 
produce 4kw of heat for 1kw of 

electricity used. I believe that the 
development of Photo Voltaic Roof 
Tiles, although not quite there 
yet, will soon provide an attractive 
option. 

In the meantime if PVPs, though 
less financially attractive than they 
were, must be used please try to 
keep them more discretely placed, 
such as back slopes of roofs (where 
orientation will allow), and at low 
level in gardens. Also you can 
specify black edged frames to your 

PVPs, as these are all less 
intrusive than the bright metal 
early models.

I hope that we can all protect 
our future environment 
without destroying its visual 
amenity.

David Robotham RIBA, 
Brookside

What is the real cost of solar panels?
As part of my role in helping 
prepare the new Neighbourhood 
Plan and Design Statement I have 
been walking around the village 
recording the many attractive views 
and features that we are lucky to 
have inherited.

These walks have brought home to 
me the considerable visual damage 
being done to our environment by 
the recent crop of photo voltaic 
panels (PVPs). Although still in 
relatively small numbers they are 
extremely visible, ugly and 
have the potential to totally 
ruin the visual environment 
we are trying to protect. 

The Government, through 
generous financial incentives 
and almost total lack of 
planning control, is exposing 
us to visual blight that had 
ruined much of rural Austria 

Thank you to all the villagers who help to make our 
village such a special place and help our community 
thrive, especially to those who organise the village fete 
and, as a result, have planted the beautiful spring bulbs 
we all enjoyed earlier in the year. Snitterfield Village Hall 
Management Committee would also like to express their 
thanks to the Fete Committee for their generous donation 
towards the village hall floor ‘facelift’. As you can see 
from the photograph, 
the hall looks quite 
splendid now.  

The hall is available 
for bookings – contact 
details are on the back 
page.     

Hilary Schmidt-
Hansen

gliding club is a small band of enthusiasts, mostly from 
outside the area, who want to indulge a privileged 
pastime at the expense of the peace cherished by many 
thousands of residents and visitors to the area; this 
simply defies all principles of fairness and common 
sense.’

Stratford on Avon Gliding Club were also asked to 
comment. Richard Maksymowicz, Chairman of the club 
said: ‘The gliding club is disappointed with this further 
delay and uncertainty but we have to be guided by 
the due process. We simply hope that the matter is 
satisfactorily resolved as soon as possible so that all 
parties can be clear about the final position.’  
 

Motorised gliders hit by local turbulence

A big pat on the back

Last summer Stratford-on-Avon District Council (SDC) 
decided to grant planning permission for motor gliders 
to operate from Snitterfield Airfield and thereby relax 
the longstanding prohibition on any powered aircraft. 
Locally, this was a deeply unpopular decision that many 
villagers felt didn’t take into account the environmental 
impact that these aircraft would impose on the area.  
Many aspects of the process were unsatisfactory and 
the decision ultimately lacked the respect of local 
people that is so important in local planning decisions.

Since the decision was made, a small group of 
committed residents of Snitterfield and Bearley has 
worked hard and taken on considerable personal 
financial commitments to challenge the decision. In 
the light of this challenge, SDC has recently accepted 
that the decision was legally flawed and as a result 
it is expected that it will be quashed by the High 
Court. Following this quashing, if the gliding club 
want to continue with the application it will have to be 
reconsidered. 
 
District Councillor Helen Hayter commented: ‘Many 
of us admire the gliders in silent flight in our local 
skies, but we all remember that the gliding club was 
only granted its original permission to use the site 
at Snitterfield on the strength of its own promise of 
“A SILENT GLIDING FACILITY”. Motor “gliders” are a 
completely different proposition; indistinguishable from 
any other light aircraft, they are noisy and they impose 
a wide and lingering footprint of noise that is foreign to 
the peaceful environment of the countryside, especially 
in this Green Belt location. 

‘We have local policies that should ensure the 
safeguarding of the tranquillity that is so precious to 
our environment – once it is lost, it is lost forever. The 



as projects at the School, Nursery, 
and Village Hall and contributions to 
the Fireworks Display, Thursday Club 
and SACC.  
We have already had some 
applications for this year but if you 
would like to apply, the closing date 
is 30 September 2012. Please contact 
Gaye 
Hillier on 
730372  
or Nicola 
Matthews 
on 
731891.  

We are 
always 
looking 
for new 
committee members (the more 
the merrier) so if you would like to 
become involved, please contact 
Gaye or Nicola.

With huge thanks to our brilliant, 
hard-working committee and to 
everyone who visits and supports the 
fete, please put next year’s date in 
your diary – Sunday 23 June 2013.   

Nicola Matthews

Snitterfield Village Hall, Sports Club and Primary 
School are all now generating their own electricity 
and paying lower electricity bills thanks to the success 
of the Snitterfield Community Solar Programme.  
The photovoltaic systems have been installed 
free of charge through the scheme and 
have been upgraded in size by SACC, a 
generous local business and Snitterfield’s 
dedicated solar installer, Eco2solar, to 
maximise the return through the Feed 
in Tariff (the financial incentive offered 
by the government to encourage the 
installation of renewable energy). 

Guaranteed and index linked for 25 years, 
the FIT provides a regular income stream 
and it will be used as follows:

• The Village Hall uses significantly less electricity when 
compared to the other community buildings. However, 
due to the age and nature of the building, the gas use 
is high. For the first two years the income generated 
through the FIT at the Village Hall will be used for 
energy efficiency improvements to the Village Hall to 
help reduce the gas consumption. After this, the income 
generated will go to the SACC Community Solar Grant 
Fund (see Sports Club).

event, including 
the ever popular 
Dog Agility from 
Leamington 
Kennel Club and, new this year, Duck 
Herding as well as the wonderful 
Snitterfield Olympics.  It was a great 
afternoon all round culminating, as 
ever, with the Tug of War!

Sadly, we had to cancel the tractors 
and classic cars because of the  

wet ground 
and Rhett 
Bird from 
Sport Horse 
was forced 
to decide 
that these 
conditions 
made it too 
dangerous 
to go ahead 
with his 

wonderful dressage routine, but we 
hope to persuade them back  
next year.

Profits are redistributed for the 
benefit of the village on projects such 
as the spring bulb flower display 
at the top of White Horse Hill and 
outside the Methodist Church and the 
new seat opposite the shop, as well 

• The Sports Club has a high electricity use and is 
already benefitting from significantly reduced electricity 
bills since the installation of their solar panels. The 

FIT generated at the Sports Club will accrue in 
a dedicated SACC bank account and will be 

available annually in grant form for the next 
25 years, to any resident/organisation 
of Snitterfield for carbon reduction 
projects (applications for this year to be 
received by 1st October 2012). You can 
download an application form from the 
SACC website or contact us on 01789 
731348.

• The FIT will provide a significant income 
for Snitterfield Primary School over the 

next 25 years. It will be used by the school 
for environmental studies by the children and for 

energy efficiency improvements to the school building. 

The visit to view the 10kW wind turbine at Heath End 
was postponed by the farm. A new date has been 
set for Saturday 13 October. Please contact SACC for 
details.

Vikki Parker
www.snitterfieldacc.org    01789 731348

The Community Solar Grant Fund

Well, despite the wettest June 
since records began, with the 
exception of a short shower during 
the afternoon, Snitterfield Fete was 
yet again a resounding Olympic 
success. The feedback from stall 

holders and visitors was very positive 
and admission numbers were 
comparable with other years, which 
given the climate (both financial and 
meteorological) was very heartening.  

As usual, the Radio Warneford Team 
from Warwick Hospital compered the 

Animal crackers at the 
Olympic Village Fete!

Nice weather 
for ducks

The garden club’s 
plant stall

Patriotic butterfly

Jumping  
through  
hoops

Jacky Legge, the
jewellery queen

Sumo warriors



The school playground is a place for nurturing 
friendships and firing imaginations, but it’s not always 
just the pupils who benefit. At Snitterfield Primary 
School, four mums have maximised their time on 
the school run by offering support, sharing ideas and 
exchanging top tips while setting up their three separate 
new businesses. 

It was during chit-chat outside the classroom door 
last year that Sophie Hewitt, Frances Harrison, Debbie 
Herring and Kathryn Cook discovered they all had the 
same dream – to turn their passions into professions. 
Twelve months on a children’s photography business, 
cupcake company and interior design service are all now 
very much a reality.

Sophie Hewitt Photography specialises in portraiture of 
babies, children, families and mums-to-be. She uses 
natural light and familiar settings to create beautifully 
natural and relaxed portraits: from photographing 

newborn 
babies in their 
own homes 
to capturing 
the fun had by 
families out on 
a welly walk 
in the woods. 
“I studied 
photography 
at the London 
College of 
Fashion and 

through Open University, but it was when I had my first 
son five years ago and started to document his life that 
I discovered my passion for children’s photography”, 
says Sophie.  “Leaving a well paid job in marketing 
during one of the most economically unstable times this 
country has seen has been daunting! But being able 
to exchange ideas and offers of support with the other 
mums at school has been invaluable. The school runs 
have turned into mini motivational sessions for us all!” 

Started by Frances Harrison, Daisy-dot Cakes is known 
for its handmade cupcakes for all occasions, including 
birthdays, weddings, anniversaries, christenings and 
corporate events. Frances has a passion for detail, and 
adds edible, bespoke decorations, from a miniature Big 

Ben and Black 
Cab for a London 
themed birthday 
party, to delicate 
rose designs for 
weddings. “Baking 
has always been 
something that 
I’ve enjoyed, but 
it wasn’t until I 
became a mum 
that it blossomed 

into a passion,” says Frances. “Liaising with the other 
mums has been incredibly useful. We swap business 
tips, keep each other up to speed on marketing 
opportunities and run new ideas past each other. I also 

know that I have always got a very willing testing panel 
for any new flavours I’m developing!”

Most people know the look they want to achieve in 
their home, but finding the time and knowing where to 
source interior items is another matter. Zuri interiors 
was set up by two Snitterfield mums, Debbie Herring 

and Kathryn 
Cook, to do 
the leg work 
for its clients.  
Having 
sourced 
a diverse 
collection 
of furniture 
and home 
accessories, 
the duo 
have most 
things their 

clients are looking for. And if they don’t, they usually 
know where to find it. “I met Kathryn while organising 
fundraising events for our local nursery and school, and 
it soon became apparent that we worked really well 
together,” says Debbie. “We decided to combine our 
creative flair to form Zuri Interiors. We provide clients 
with an affordable one stop interiors service, whether 
clients are looking for just one piece of furniture or a 
whole new room design.” Kathryn adds, “The school 
playground is often where our best ideas are spawned.  
We chat to other parents about design ideas or product 
ranges. It’s like having a daily focus group to hand!”  

The ‘mumpreneurs’ say bookings for 2012 are looking 
healthy: you could say that they are intent on proving 
that combining parenting and professions is childsplay.

All photos by Sophie Hewitt Photography
Sophie Hewitt: www.SophieHewittPhotography.co.uk

Frances Harrison: www.daisydotcakes.co.uk
Debbie Herring and Kathryn Cook: www.zuriinteriors.co.uk

Meet the Mumpreneurs 
Four local women turned playground 
conversation into business inspiration

In May we handed over the keys to Snitterfield 
Stores after 16 years at the helm. Although sad 
to leave, we are now going to concentrate on 
establishing our butcher’s shop on the outskirts of 
Stratford. We still live in Snitterfield and will continue 
to be involved in the community.

We would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all our customers for their support over the years 
and who recognise the importance and need for a 
village shop within the community. We are also very 
grateful to the team of staff who have been so loyal 
and helped to make the stores such a friendly and 
welcoming environment. We would like to welcome 
Baljit (Bal) Singh to Snitterfield and wish him well in 
his new venture at Snitterfield Stores.

If you would like to pay us a visit at our new shop 
the details are below and we are now offering a 
home delivery service Fridays and Saturdays. 

Lee, Gaye and Catherine Hillier

Hilliers Butchers, Brookside Road, Stratford Upon Avon
Tel: 01789 263668 or 
Email: lee@hilliersbutchers.co.uk 

A huge thank you from the Hilliers



As part of our Eco Schools 
programme and to raise 
funds, Snitterfield Primary 
School now has a clothes 
recycling bin. 

It will take clean, dry, wearable adult and 
children’s clothing and shoes (attached 
in pairs), handbags and belts, sheets, 
curtains and towels. Please place items in 
supermarket type bags with the handles 
tied in the bin at school. The school 
also has a scheme to recycle printer 
cartridges, DVDs and computer games in 
their original boxes. 

Snitterfield WI 
Coffee Morning: 1 September 
10.30am in the Village Hall. All 
welcome. Contact: Jean 731574. 

Snitterfield Garden Club
Garden Club meets every first 
Tuesday of the month in the Village 
Hall at 8pm. No meeting in August. 
AGM on 4 September, 7.30pm; 
followed by Produce Show at 8pm. 

Parish Council Meetings 
Meetings on the second Monday in 
the month, unless changed by the 
Council. 

Snitterfield Actioning Climate 
Change (SACC) 
Meetings first Thursday each month 
in Village Hall at 8.00pm. Check 
website for date changes. www.
snitterfieldacc.org

SNIPE Newsletter is produced and distributed by volunteers with the help of additional funding from Snitterfield Parish Council. 
Editors Sally and Andy Hopkinson, tel 01789 731852, e-mail: info@sallyhopkinson.co.uk. The views expressed in these pages do 
not necessarily reflect those of the editors or other members of the SNIPE editorial committee. Current and back issues are  
available to download from www.snitterfield.com. Printed by Spectrum Colour Printers, tel 0116 246 1717.

Available for hire 

Situated in the heart of the village, the hall is the  
ideal place to hold meetings, events, parties  

and family gatherings. 

The facilities include: main hall, meeting room,  
kitchen, toilets, electric piano,  

stage and microphone. 

For information, rates and booking  
please telephone 07501416221/ 01789 730514 

email smcoombes@btinternet.com

SNITTERFIELD 
Village Hall

Rag-Tag Toddler Group

Monday morning in the Village Hall  
10.00-11.45am. Open to all parents 
and carers with children 0-4 years. 

Wide range of toys and a  
friendly welcome.

Do come along and meet us, or for 
more information please contact  

Hilary Schmidt-Hansen. Tel: 731246

What’s On

Cinema in the Village Hall
 
Screening on the following 
Sundays: 16 September;  
21 October; 18 November;  
16 December. Look out for the 
posters around the village or 
check the website. If you would 
like to join the email group and 
be part of the voting system for 
choosing films contact Hilary 
Schmidt-Hansen: Tel: 731246   
email: hilary@thegables.
spacomputers.com 

As I drive home from 
work at the time 
children come out 
of school, Bearley 
Road becomes a 
single lane, with 
people carelessly 
parking round the 
bend near Highfield Close, making it 
a blind corner. Once you’ve navigated 
that obstacle, you have another at 
the right hand turn into or out of The 
Green. Cars are dangerously and 
illegally parked around the corner. 
What makes this situation worse 
is that I recognise a lot of these 
cars – they belong to RESIDENTS of 
Snitterfield for goodness sake. 

Our school is in the centre of the 
village, within easy walking distance 
of any able bodied person. The UK 
Chief Medical Officers recommend that 
“children and young people should 
achieve a total of at least 60 minutes 
of at least moderate intensity physical 
activity each day” – the walk to and 
from school could contribute to this. 

If health reasons are not enough for 
you, here is the law, as found on the 
direct.gov website: “You MUST NOT 
leave your vehicle in a dangerous 
position or where it causes any 
unnecessary obstruction of the road. 
[This includes] stopping or parking 
[either] opposite or in front of an 
entrance to a property, [or] within 10 
metres (32 feet) of a junction.” 
Please DO something about it. 

Anon.

If you have a snipe, or a pat on the 
back, you would like published please 
supply a name and address, which will 
be withheld upon request.

Snipers 
Corner

Macmillan Coffee Morning

You are all invited for tea, coffee, 
cakes and a chat on Saturday  
22 September 10am - 1pm at 
Four Gables, Snitterfield Rd, 
Bearley. 01789 730304. 
Come and join us to support this 
worthy charity. There will also be 
stalls selling jewellery, cakes, veg, 
jams etc.

Bob has done a marvellous job
On show for all to see.

Photos, letters of the past
There for you and me.

Can we recognise the names
From Victorian times?

All displayed so beautifully
And looking back in time.
What a fascinating show

In the Village Hall!
Long lost local history
There for one and all.

Harry Marlow

Snitterfield sonnet for Bob Foster

On 19 May Bob Foster put on 
his third wonderful display of 
photographs and documents  
from bygone Snitterfield in the 
village hall. Without Bob these 
fascinating glimpses into local 
history could well be lost forever. 
Snitterfield’s own poet laureate, 
Harry Marlow, was inspired to 
write this sonnet.

If you have any photographs or 
documents which could add to Bob’s 
collection please contact him on  
01789 731118.


